LUNACY-IRELAND. 


THE 

FORTY-SIXTH REPORT 

(WITH AJPMNDIOBS) 


or *BLB 

INSPECTORS OF LUNATICS 

(IRELAND). 

(Presented in compliance with the Acts 

7 Geo. IV., cap. 74, sec. 55; 

8 & 9 Vic., cap. 107, sec. 23 ; 

31 & 32 Vic., cap. 97, sec. 14.) 



JJrtsenit!) to boll} gooses of ^arlismnrt bg fiommanb of get JSajtstg. 




DUBLIN: 

PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 
By ALEXANDER TIIOM & Co. (Limitbd), Auouy-sthukt. 

And to be purchased, either directly or through any BooMler. from 
HODGES, FIGGIS. & Co. (LIMITED), 104. Graf ton-street, Dublin ; or 
EYRE & SPOTTIRWOODE. East Ilarding-street, Fleet-street, E.C.; or 
JOHN MENZIKS & Co.. 12. nano ver-stroct, Edinburgh, and 
90, West Nile street, Glasgow. 

1897. 

[C.— 8G39.] Price Is. 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


B A LE Q S’ UUTJ5 K IS ffi E N T PUB LI C A T 1 0 N q 

The under-mentioned Firms have been appointed sole Agents for the gal . ' f 
Government Publications, including Parliamentary Reports and Papers, Acts of Part 
ment, Record Office Publications, &e„ &c., and all such works can be purchased fr 
them either directly or through retail booksellers, who, under the provisions of the Z? 
agency contracts, are entitled to a discount of 25 per cent, from the selline nrices •— e 

IV ENGLAND i— SP 

For all publications excepting Ordnance and Geological Maps, the Hydroeranhicl 
Worka of the Admiralty, and Patent Office Publications :—Mbsshs. Evas ,» 
SromawooDK, East Harding Street, E.C. s 

For Geological Maps: — Mr. E. Stankobd, Cockspur Street. S.W. 

For Hydrographical Works of the Admiralty Mr. J. D. Pottkb, 31 , Poultry E C 

Patent Office Publications are sold at the Patent Office. ' 


For all Publications excepting the Hydrographical Works of the Admiraltv and 
Patent Office Publications : 

SCOTLAND : — Messrs. Joun Mural bs it Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh ami 
90, West Nile Street. Glasgow. urge, ana 

IN IRELAND:— Missus. Hodges, Fioqis & Co., Limited. 104, Grafton Street, Dublin 


IN 


following is a list of some of the more important Parliamentary and Official 
Publications recently issued : 

Parliamentary i 

Statutes — 

Public General, Session 1896. With Index, Tables, &c. Cloth. Price 3t 

Second Revised Edition. By authority. Vol. I. AD. 1235-1713 Vol II A I) 
1714-1800. Vol. III. A.i). 1801-1814. Vol. JV. A.D. 1814-1830. Vol V 
Vo1 - VI - A - D - 1837-1842. Vol. VII. A.D. 1843-1846' 
J ol. \ in. A.D. 1847-1852. Vol. IX. A.D. 18.52-1857. Vol. X. A.D. 1858-1862 
\ol. XL A.D. 1863-1867. Vol. XII. A.D. 1868-1871. Roy. 8vo. Boards. 

■ , nr,- ,, , , , . Price 7s. 6d. each. 

it-n-rd hddions. lollies showing subsequent Repeals, eflected by Acts of Session 
58 & 59 Viet. 1895. Roy. 8yo. 34 pp. Stitched. Price 6d. 

Statutes tri Force. Index to. Thirteenth Edition. To the end of the Session 58 & 59 

TJ Vl £‘ , f ' ° n , , Cloth - Price 10s. 6d. 

lhe Statutory Rules and Orders revised. Statutory Rules and Orders, other than 
Uiose of a Local, Personal, or Temporary Character, issued prior to 1890. and now 
in lorcc. Vols. I. to VIU. Price Ills cacti 

Statutory Rules and Orders other than those of a Local, Personal, or Temporary 
Character. With :; List of the more important Statutory Orders of a Local 
Character arranged in classes; and an Index. Itoy. 8vo. Boards. Issued in 
the years 1890, 1891, 1892, 1893, 1894, 1895, and 1890. Price 10s. each. 

Statutory Rules and Orders in force on Isl January, 1893. Index to. Price lot. 
s autoiy Rules and Orders, 1897. Registered under the Rules Publication Act, 

1893. Jn course of issue. 

ns 1° f nurlimnent. Public and Local and Private, Session 1897, now in course of issue. 
1C. 8374. J Wages and Houiis op Labodb. Third Report on Changes in. 1895. 

,, Price It. 2 d. 

Kah.iy.iy Accidents. Returns for Year ending December, 1890. Price 2s. 5,1. 
Science and Akt Department. Distribution of Grant. Report of Com- 
mltteoon. Price, lid. 

Bbhring Ska. Report of Professor D'Arcy Thompson on his Mission to, 
m 1896. Price 6 d. 

Lbitisu C entb i l Afiiica Protectorate. Report on the Trade and Condition 
ot, from April to March 31, 1897. Price 2 d. 

NavigationasdShiiti.no. Annual Statement. 1896. Price 3j. 3d. 

Aghicdi.turai. Returns. Great Britain. 1896. Price Is. 8rf. 

>V OOE Soiinxo and other Kindred Trades (Anthrax). Report of Committee on. 

,, , Price Is. 

JLxn.osiVKs. 21st Report of Inspectors. 1896. Price Is- i d. 

Electrical Genkuating Works. Second Report of Committee oti Dangerous 
I rades. Price 2</. 

H.C. No. 245/1897. Lmvkhsity Colleges. Great Britain. Grant in Aid. Treasury 
Minutes, Reports of Inspectors, and Report of Committee on. Price 8 d. 

Minks. Reports of Her Majesty's Inspectors for lhe year 1896, with Summaries of the 
statistical portion under the provisions of the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1887; Metalliferous 
Mines Regulation Acts, 1872-1975 ; Slate Mines (Gunpowder) Act, 1882. Districts Nos. 

1 to 1.1 (complete). Price Or. 2 d. 

»li«E« in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the Isle of Man. List of, 
for the year 1896. Price 2». lid. 

Quarries. Ditto. ditto, ditto. 1895. Price 2s. lOd. 

Mi... ABAEnoran List ol the Plans of. Corrected to 31st December, 1896. Price 9d. 
lhe following appear periodically, and can be subscribed for:— 

Txadb or ins United Kingdosi with Bbitish Possessions and Fobkign Courtbim, 

can nwm . r t n.i f ) MAn.atiA- .1 si. . I\ .1 i tv » a . ■ 


[C. 8410.] 
[C. 8417. J 


[0. 8426.] 
[C. 8438.] 


[C. 8491.] 
[O. 8502.] 
[C. 8506.] 


[C. 8521.] 
[C. 8522.] 


The 


, . . - J....UWA Alin JJUIT1BH POSSESSIONS AND T OBBIGN UOURTKIBIK 

snowing the Quantities and the Deeiured Value of the Articles. 

he I roceedings of Parliament in X > ublie and Private Business are published daily — 

ilOUBO of Lords, tiril-f* 1 // n«r .1 . ll.. ff 1 J n ... 


11 ” , fs . t in a uum; anu x nvate nusinesB are r 

House of Lords, price Id. per 4 pp. ; House of Commons, Id. per 8 pp. 

Tbads Kci’O&ts of the several British Colonies, with information relative to their populttti®» 

anil milMira r'onrliti.vn 


aud general condition. 

T»ai'« Rxpobys bv Her Majesty’s Representatives in Foreign Countries, and Reports on 

Printed irnage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


LUNACY— 1 RELAN D. 


THE 

FORTY-SIXTH RRPORT 

(WITH APPENDICES) 


INSPECTORS OF LUNATICS 

(IRELAND). 


(. Presented in compliance with the Acts 

7 Geo. IV., cap. 74, sec. 55 ; 

8 9 Vic., cap. 107, sec. 23 ; 

31 & 32 Vic., cap. 97, sec. 14.) 


Urtstnltb to b«% fonsts of ftriiamtni bg Commanb of ftt Itiijcstii. 



DUBLIN: 

PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 

By ALEXANDER THOM & Co. (Limited), Abbey -street. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through an, Bookeeller, from 
HODGES. MGGIS fe Co. (Limited), 104, Grafton-street, Doblix ; or 
EYRE & SPOTTISiVOODE, East Hardino-street, 1 h ’ 

JOHN MENZIES * Co., 12, IIanover-stueet, Edinburgh, aua 
i)0. West Nile-stueet, Glasgow. 


[8639.] Price. Is. 


1897. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



CONTENTS. 


REPORT 


Page 


Number and Distribution of the Insane, 

Increased Numbers, 

Proportion of Lunatics under care to general population, 

Age Distribution, . 

Sources of Maintenance, . 

District Asylums, ... • 

Admissions, ....*■ 

Discharges, . 

Deaths, ...•••• 
Autopsies, ...••• 

Authority for Admission, . . . • 

Oust of Maintenance, . 

Asylum Farms, ...••■ 
Suicides and Accidents, . 

Insanitary Conditions and outbreaks of zymotic disease, . 
Accommodation, iucludiug additions and alterations, 
Staff, . . 

Central Criminal Asylum, ■ 

Insane in Workhouses, . 

Report on Private Asylums and Institutions for the 
Insane to Loud Lieutenant and Lord Chancellor, 
General Tables. 

I. Number and Distribution of Lunatics under care on 

31st December of each year from 1880 to 1890, 

II.— Admissions from 1881 to 1896 to District and Private 
Asylums, 

XII, — “ Government Patients ” in Stewart Institution, 


1 

2 

4 

4 

5 

5 

6 
6 
7 

7 

8 
8 

11 

11 

13 

15 

34 

34 

35 

38 


44 

45 
45 


Appendix A. — District Asylums. 

Tabic. 

I. — Number of Patients in each Asylum on 31st December 

of each year from 1880 to 1896, 

II. — Number remaining in each Asylum on 31st December, 

1895, and Number remaining on 31st December, 1896, 
and Daily Average Number Resident during 1896, 

III. — Admissions, Discharges, Deaths, and Escapes during 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



IV 


CONTENTS. 


Appendix A. — District Asylums — continued . 

Table. Page 

TV. — Number of Gases as compared with Number of Persons 
admitted recovered, and under treatment during 
1896, ...... 52 

V. — Duration of Disease on Admission, in the Admissions, 

Discharges, and Deaths, during 1896, . . 53 

VI. — Length of Residence in Asylums of Patients who 

recovered, and who died during 1896, . . 54 

VII. — Percentage of Recoveries on Admissions, and percentage 

of Deaths on daily average Number resident during 

1896, 55 

VIII. — Authority for Admissions during 1896, . . 56 

IX. — Ages of Patients in Quinquennial Periods, . . 58 

X. — Educational Condition, . . . .59 

XI. — Social Condition as to Marriage, . . .59 

XII. — Causes of Death and Ages at Death, . . .60 

XIII. — Causes of Insanity, . . . . ,62 

XIV. — Forms of Mental Disease, . . . ,63 

XV. — Charges and Payments disallowed by Auditors, 64 

XVI. — Quantity of Land connected with each Asylum, . 66 

XVII. — Audited Receipts and Expenditure, 1895, . . 67 

XVIII. — Unaudited ,, „ 1896, . , 68 

XIX. — Average Cost per Patient in respect of each of the 

Heads of Expenditure, 1896, . . . 69 

XX. — Receipts and Expenditure in connection with Farms, 70 

XXI. — Cost of District Asylums on the Local Rates, . 71 

XXII. — Names of Resident Medical Superintendents, . 72 


Appendix B. — Criminal Asylum, Dundrum. 

Table. 

I. — Accommodation, . ... 73 

II. — Admissions, Discharges, and Deaths, . , 73 

III. — Crimes of Patients, and period at which Insanity was 

recognized, . . . . , .74 

IV. — Previous Mental History, . . , .75 

V. — Forms of Mental Disease, . . . .75 

VI. — Conditions under which Patients were Discharged, . 75 

VII. — Ages of Patients, . . . . . 76 • 

VIIT. — Educational Condition, . . . .76 

IX — Social Condition as to Marriage, . . .77 

X. — Previous Occupation, ... - . 77 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



CONTENTS. 


V 


Appendix B. — Criminal Asylum, Dundrum — continued. 

Table. Pa S e 

XI. — Causes of Deaths, . ■ • ■ .78 

XII. — Daily Average Number Employed, . . . 78 

XIII.— Numbers attending Divine Service, taking Exercise, 

and attending Entertainments, . . .78 

Xiv. — Receipts and Expenditure for Year ended 31st March, 

1897, ..•••• 79 

XV. Comparison of Sum Granted with Sum Expended, . 80 

XVI. — Statement of Salaries and Wages, . ■ .81 

Memorandum of Inspection, . . ■ ■ .82 

Resident Physician and Governor’s Report for Year 1896, and 

Financial Year, 1896-7 84 

Notes on Cases admitted 

during 1896, . . 86 

Appendix C.— Private Asylums and Institutions for the Insane. 
Table. 

I. —Number of Patients on 3Ut December of each year 

from 1880 to 1896, ..... 90 

If. — Number Licensed for, Number under Treatment, and 

Number remaining on 31st December, 1896, . 91 

HI. —Admissions, Discharges, Deaths, and Escapes, . 92 

IV. —Causes of Insanity, . • • • ■ 91 

V. — Forms of Mental Disease, . • • . 9o 

YI. — Ages of Patients, . . • .96 

VII. — Social Condition as to Marriage, - • .96 

VIII.— Previous Profession or Occupation, . . .97 

IX — Names of Proprietors or Superintendents, . . 97 

Appendix D. — Lunatics in Workhouses. 

Table showing the Number of Lunatics and Imbeciles in Work- 
houses on 31st December, 1896, . . • • 98 

Appendix E.— Lunatics in Local and Convict Prisons. 

Table. 

J. — Number and Disposal of Lunatics confined in Local and 

Convict Prisons during year 1896, . . . 106 

II.— Number and Disposal of Lunatics confined in Convict 

Prisons during the year 1896, , . • 107 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Y1 


CONTENTS. 


Appendix F. — Memoranda of Inspections. 

District Lunatic Asylums : 

Page 

Armagh, . . . . , _ .108 

Ballinasloe, , . . . . .112 

Belfast, . . . . . . .115 

Carlow . . . . . . .118 

Castlebar, . . , . , .121 

Clonmel, . . . . . , .125 

Col ' k > 130 

Downpatrick, . . . . , .134 

Ennis, ....... 139 

Enniscorthy, . . . . . .143 

Kilkenny, . . . . , .146 

Killarney, . . . . .148 

Letterkenny, . . . . .151 

Limerick, . . . . . .155 

Londonderry, . . , . . .159 

Maryborough, . . , , .161 

Monaghan, . . . . . .165 

Mullingar, . . . . . .168 

Omagh, ...... 173 

Richmond, . . , . , .178 

SHgo, .191 

Waterford, . . . . . .194 

Private Asylums and Institutions for the Insane: 

Armagh Retreat (two Reports), . . . .197 

Belmont Park. Waterford, . . . .197 

Bloomfield Institution, . . , . .198 

Course Lodge (two Reports), . . . .199 

Elm Lawn (two Reports), .... 200 

Farnham House and Maryville, . . . .201 

Glenside, ...... 201 

Hampstead House (two Reports), . . .201 

Hartfield House (two Reports), .... 203 

Highfield House (two Reports). .... 204 

Lindville (two Reports), ..... 205 

St. J ohn of God (two Reports), .... 206 

St. Patrick’s Hospital, Dublin, .... 208 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



CONTENTS. 

Appendix F. — continued. 

Private Asylums — continued. 

St. Vincent’s Institution, 

Stewart Institution, 

Verville (two Reports), 

Woodbine Lodge (two Reports), 

Lunatic Wards of Workhouses : 

Ballymena, 

Belfast, . 

Cork, . 

Delvin, • 

Ennis, . 

Gort, . 

Kells, . 

Kilkenny, 

Killarney, • • 

Kilrush, 

Listowel, 

Mallow, 

Monaghan, 

Tralee, 


Vll 


Page 

210 

211 

213 

214 


215 

218 

221 

221 

222 

222 

223 

223 

224 

224 

225 

225 

226 
226 


Appendix G.— Circulars and Privy Council Rules, 

Circular relative to Scale of Salaries for Clerks and Storekeepers, 228 

Circular relative to increasing Wages of Attendants who obtain ^ 
Certificate of Medico-Psychological Association, • • 229 

Circular relative to notifying Admission of Army Pensioners 

„ . . . T . .230 

as Criminal Lunatics, 

Circular relative to Escape of Lunatics, 

Order in Council of 26th October, 1896, rescinding Rules VIII. 
and IX. of Privy Council Rules dated 17th December, 1894, 
and substituting others in place thereof, ■ • ■ 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



No. 13009. 


Dublin CjIstlk, 

30th July, 1897. 


Gentlemen, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th instant, 
forwarding, for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
your Annual Report on the Condition and Management of Lunatics 
and Lunatic Asylums throughout Ireland during the year 1896. 


I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Yonr obedient Servant, 

D. BARREL. 


The Inspectors of Lunatics. 
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FORTY-SIXTH REPORT 


OF THE 

INSPECTORS OF LUNATICS 

ON THE 

DISTRICT, CRIMINAL, 

AND 

PRIVATE LUNATIC ASYLUMS 

IN IRELAND. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE HENRY, EARL 
CADOGAN, K.G., 

LOUD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AMD GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

Lunacy Office, 

Dublin Castle, 26</i July, 1897. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We have the honour to lay before you the Forty-sixth Annual 
Report on the condition and management of Lunatics and Lunatic 
Asylums throughout Ireland during the year 189C. 

The following Summary shows the number and distribution of 

the insane in Establishments on the 1st January, 18J7, as tlle ; nsane , 
compared with the number and distribution on 1st January, 

1896 



On 1st January, 1896. 

On 1 st January, 1897. 


Males. 

Fe- 

males. 

Total. 

Males. 

Fe- 

males. 

Total. 

In District Asylums, .... 

7,287 

6,045 

13,332 

7,680 

6,361 

*14,041 

„ Central Asylum, Dundrum, 

140 

23 

163 

145 

20 

165 

„ Private Asylums, .... 

305 

358 

663 

318 

358 

676 

„ Workhouses, ..... 

1,724 

2,388 

1,112 

1,636 

2,356 

f3,992 

„ Prisons, 

1 

- 

1 

" 

“ 


Single Chancery Patients in un- 

47 

39 

86 

45 

47 

92 

licensed Houses, .... 



Total, 

0,504 

8,853 

18,357 

9,824 

| 9,112 

18,966 


These numbers, as pointed out in ionner iojjuik,, V "“T 

into account four Government patients residing at the btewart 
Institution, nor are the numbers of the insane residing in private 
dwellings (save Chancery patients) or wandering at large included. 

* One hundred and thirty-three of these patients were boarded out 111 ^“acT 
Belfast, Londonderry, and Ennis Asylums, under the provisions of the Act d8 a 
Vic., c. 67, a. 9. 

t Not including 133 patients, as above. ^ 
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Increased 

numbers. 


Forty-sixth Report on District, Criminal, 


This summary shows. an increase of the insane under eare in 
all the different institutions receiving them, except work- 
houses, viz.— an increase, of 709 in District Asylums, of 2 in the 
Criminal Asylum, of 13 in Private Licensed Houses and Institu- 
tions for the insane ; while the number in Workhouses has 
decreased by 120. 

The total increase for the year— 609— was not so large as that 
tor 1895— 702— but considerably exceeded the average increase for 
the past ten years, viz., 405. 


Table I, giving the number and distribution of all lunatics 
under care on the 31st December of each year from 1880 to 
1896, shows that in this interval of time an increase of 5 984 
has taken place in the total number ; the inmates of Dis 
tnct Asylums have increased by 5,374; the criminal lunatics 
at Dundrum have decreased by 12; private patients have 
increased by 54; and the pauper lunatics in Workhouses by 479 
.these numbers point to one significant fact, viz— that the main 
increase has been m the population of District Asylums. Thus 
m 1880, the ratio of the insane in District Asylums to the total 
number under care was 67 per cent., and in Workhouses 27 per 
cent. In 1896 the ratio , in asylums had risen to 74 per cent 
while m Workhouses it had fallen to 21 per cent. 1 


In last year's Report, attention was called to the fact that 
while the number under care for that year showed a large 
mciea.se, the number of first admissions to District Asylums 
which, may be considered to represent the number of freshly 
occurnng cases of insanity in the country, was the same as in 
1893, and had only increased by 10 over the preceding year. 
This year, however Table III, Appendix A, shows that an 
increase has taken place amongst the cases admitted for the first 
time, to District Asylums— the number being 106 in excess of the 

^ 6ar TZ m ° re , ase “ this class which has not been 
exceeded smee 1890 But, as a ready stated, the summary shows 
that while the numbers m Public Asylums have largely increased 
^rnK y f^Vw O l^ m , W0rkhoU8eS have decreased. It is more than 
eontdh ^ at th r S d ! Cr ff e am , ongst Workhouse lunatics has been 

transfers to the asylums, and has gone to swell the first 
admissions, as these cases would be returned as not having been 
previously under treatment in the asylums, and they would thus 
add to the newly occurring cases of insanity. 


r , t ^f tun t te fc, n .° P r0 Y 131 °n exists in Ireland by which any 
leturns can be obtained of pauper lunatics wandering at large, or 
^ relatives, except through the Census. These 
lunatics as shown in the subjoined statement, numbered 4,970 
1 ® “ ensus, in 1891. That the admissions to district 
asylums smee then have been largely drafted from this class 
cannot be doubted; and, as pointed out in previous Reports, the 
increase in the number of the insane under care is likely to go 
absorbed ^ eXlst ' mg bod - 7 of ^registered insanity has been 
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and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 3 

As transfers to the District Asylums have caused the insane 
in Workhouses to decrease, it may he surmised that the un- 
reoistered insane have also decreased, from the operation of the 

same cause. _ 

Further, we must repeat that, having regard to the fact that 
the male population in asylums in Ireland so greatly pre- 
ponderates over the female, whilst insanity is at least as 
prevalent amongst women as amongst men here as elsewhere, it 
is to be expected that the admissions of female patients will 
increase from year to year until the ratios of the sexes are more 
nearly equalised. . 

Apart from the question, whether insanity is actually increas- 
in'* in Ireland or not, it seems certain that the accumulation of 
the registered insane in asylums has not yet reached its 
maximum. 

The following statement, taken from the General Report, Part II. of the 
Census Commissioners, shows the number of lunatics and idiots in 
1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, and 1891 at large, in asylums, in prisons, and in 
workhouses, as returned in the Census Forms : — 



Lunatics. 

Idiots. 

Total 

Ykars. 

At 

Large. 

In 

Asylums. 

In 

Prisons. 

In 

Work- 

kousos. 

Total. 

At 

Largo. 

In 

Asylums. 

In 

Prisons. 

In 

Work- 

houses. 

Total. 

and 

Idiots. 

1851, . 

1,073 

3,234 

273 

494 

5,074 

3,562 

202 

13 

1,129 

4,906 

9,980 

IB, . 

1,602 

4,613 

273 

577 

7,065 

5,675 

403 

21 

934 

7,033 

14,098 

1871, . 

1,313 

7,141 

5 

1,274 

9,763 

5,147 

410 

2 

1,183 

6,742 

16.505 

1881, . 

943 

7,547 

- 

1,284 

9,774 

4,548 

1,896 

- 

2,195 

8,639 

18,413 

1891, . 

893 

11,265 

" 

2,787 

14,945 

4,077 

996 


1,170 

6,243 



“ From the foregoing it will be observed that the number of lunatics 
returned in 1891 was nearly treble the number in 1851, and that the in- 
crease between 1881 and 1891 was from 9,774 to 14,945, there having 
been an increase of 3,718 in the number of lunatics in asylums, and of 
1>503 in the number of those in workhouses, whilst there was a decrease 
of oO in the number at large. There was a decrease of 2,396 in the number 
of idiots returned in 1891, compared with the number in 1881 ; a decrease 
°f 900 appears to have occurred in the number in asylums, a decrease of 
h025 in the number in workhouses ; and of 471 in the number at large. 

“The total number of lunatics and idiots returned on the Census 
Forms in 1851, amounted to 9,980 ; in 1861, to 14,098; in 1871, to 
16,505 ; in 1881, to 18,413; and in 1891, to 21,188.” 

The variations in the relative numbers of lunatics and idiots 
thus returned by the Census Commissioners are, in our opinion, 
flue in some measure to a difference in classification, many of 
those now included as lunatics being formerly returned as idiots. 

Hie total number of lunatics and idiots returned in 1851 was equal 
°a ratio of 1 in 657 of the population ; in 1861, to 1 in 411 ; in 1871, 
m 328 ; in 1881, to 1 in 281 ; and on the present occasion, to 1 in 

B 2 
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Proportion of 
lunatics to 
general 
population. 


Age distribu- 
tion. 


4 Forty-sixth Report on District , Criminal, 

222, the ratio in the Province of Leinster being 1 in 202 ; in Munster 
] in 197 ; in Ulster, 1 in 264 ; and in Connaught, 1 in 258. Tlie 
counties having the highest ratios were — Meath, 1 in 126 ; Carlow and 
Kilkenny, each 1 in 149 ; Westmeath, 1 in 157 ; Waterford, 1 in 160- 
Clare, 1 in 168; and King’s, 1 in 173. The following counties had the 
lowest ratios — Down, 1 in 333 ; Antrim, 1 in 310 ; Dublin, 1 in 284' 
Mayo, 1 in 282 ; Kerry, 1 in 270 ; Galway, 1 in 269 ; Donegal, 1 in 
257 ; and Louth and County of the Town of Drogheda, 1 in 251.” 


The following Return shows the Proportion of Lunatics under 
care per 100,000 of the Population estimated to the middle 
of each Year from 1880 to 1896: — 


Years. 

Estimated 
Population . 

Number of 
Lunatics 
under caro. 

Proportion 
per 100,000 
of Estimated 
Population. 

1880, . 

5,202,648 

12,982 

250 

1881, . 

5,145,770 

13,326 

259 

1882, . 

5,101,018 

13,704 

269 

1883, . 

5,023,811 

13,981 

278 

1884, . 

4,974,561 

14,178 

285 

1885, . 

4,938,588 

14,307 

290 

1886, . 

4,905,895 

14,590 

297 

1887, . 

4,857,119 

15,147 

312 

1888, . 

4,801,312 

15,551 

324 

1889, . 

4,757,385 

16,026 

337 

1890, . 

4,717,959 

16,251 

344 

1891, . 

4,681,248 

16,688 

356 

1892, . 

4,638,169 

17,124 

S69 

1893, . 

4,615,312 

17,276 

374 

1894, . 

4,600,599 

17,655 

384 

1895, . 

4,574,764 

18,357 

401 

1896, . 

4,560,378 

18,9G6 

416 


Note — The figures in this Table vary in some instances from those given in former 
reports, as the population is estimated officially for the years between those in which the 
Census is taken, and is afterwards subject to revision on the result of the Census being 
known. 


This table shows that the number of the insane has increased 
from 250 per 100,000 of the population in 1880, to 416 per 
100,000 in 1896. If to this be added the number of the insane 
wandering at large, according to the Census Returns of 1891, the 
aumber would be found to amount to 525. 

Nothing, in our opinion, points more forcibly to the 
effects of accumulation than the following return of the age 
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distribution of the insane at each census, showing the proportion 
per 1,000 of the different ages of those included in the total 
number of the insane 

Proportional Age Distribution of the total Insane at the 
Census Periods, 1871, 1881, and 1891. 


— 

1871 

1881 - 

1891 

AUages, 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

0-15 years, .... 

72 

52 

36 

15-25 years, 

158 

134 

118 

25-15 years, 

448 

450 

426 

45-65 years, 

258 

285 

334 

G5 years and upwards, . 

64 

79 

86 


From this Table it will be seen that while the numbers between 
15 and 25 years of age have diminished in 1891 as compared 
with 1871, the numbers above 65 years have largely increased. 

Further, we may point out that accumulation in Irish asylums 
is somewhat increased as compared with England by the lower 
death rate — the mortality in English county and county- 
borough asylums being 10 '38 per cent, in 1895 on the daily 
average number resident, whilst in Ireland it was only 7'1. 

The lunatic inmates resident in the various institutions through- Sources <>f 
outlreland on 31st December, 1896, were supported from the follow- niamtuullcc * 
ing sources: — Of the 14,041 patients resident in district asylums, 

372 contributed wholly or partly to their support ; the remainder 
were maintained partly out of the Government Grant and 
partly out of the County Cess. The 676 patients in private 
licensed houses and Institutions for the insane were supported 
entirely out of private funds, 165 inmates of Dundrum Asylum 
were maintained at Government expense, whilst the 3,992 insane 
residents in workhouses were supported by the Poor Kate. 


DISTRICT ASYLUMS. 

The District Asylums of Ireland still number 22. No new district 
Asylum was opened during the year under review, although the A sylum s. 
Antrim and Portrane Asylums are in course of erection. 

On the 1st of January, 1897, there were in these institutions 
1^041 patients (7,680 men and 6,361 women). 

table No. II., Appendix A., shows for each District Asylum 
, le numbers of patients resident at the end of 1 895 and 1896, and 
he daily average number resident during the latter year, the 
total daily average being 13,735 (7,515 males and 6,220 females), 
or an increase of 653 on 1895. 
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Table No. Ill, Appendix A, shows the admissions and dis- 
charges at each of . the District Asylums. It will be seen that 
1,815 inen and 1,514 women (total, 3,329) were admitted durinr. 
the year 1896, of whom 2,564 (1,393 men and 1,171 women) 
were admitted for the first time, whilst 765 (422 men and 343 
women) had previously been under treatment. 

These figures show that the population of the Asylums had in- 
creased by 709 ; that the total admissions had increased by 113, 
and the first admissions by 106. 

Table II. shows that the average annual admissions for the 
years 1881 to 1890 amounted to ^2, 792, and for the six yeas 
1891 to 1896 to 3,195. This increase in the number of admis- 
sions to public Asylums would appear to have occurred through- 
out the country, without distinction of district ; in the prosperous 
city of Belfast equally with the impoverished localities. In 13 
out of the 22 District Asylums the admissions, as compared with 
last year, have increased, whilst in 9, viz. : — Armagh, Carlow, 
Castlebar, Clonmel, Downpatrick, Ennis, ICillarney, Limerick, 
and Richmond some slight decrease is shown in the number oi 
cases sent in to them. 

The admissionaand re-admissions to District Asylums inlreland 
for each year from 1880 to the present are as follow 


Years. 

First 

Admissions. 

Re- 

Admissions. 

Total 

Admitted. 

1880, . . . 

1,925 

441 

2,366 

1881, . . . 

2,014 

458 

2,502 

1882, . . . 

2,137 

508 

2,645 

1883, . . . 

2,185 

519 

2,704 

1884, . . . 

2,209 

527 

2,736 

1885, . . . 

2,240 

610 

2,850 

1886, . . . 

2,140 

606 

2,746 

1887, . . . 

2,243 

620 

2,863 

1888, . . . 

2,190 

631 

2,821 

1889, - . . 

2,329 

627 

2,956 

1890, . . . 

2,451 

644 

3,095 

1891, . . . 

2,350 

660 

3,010 

1892, . . . 

2,415 

766 

3,181 

1893, . . . 

2,468 

749 

3,207 

1894, • . . 

2,448 

781 

3,229 

1895, . . . 

2,458 

758 

3,216 

1896, . . . 

2,664 

765 

3,329 


Discharges. 

The number of patients discharged recovered was 1,237 (698 
males and 539 females). These numbers show a falling off of 27 
as compared with the preceding year, and of 9 as- compared will 
the average for the six years 1890-95. The percentage of w 
coveries on admissions for 1896 was 37 '2 ; that for the preceding 
year amounted to 3 9 '3, 
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The numbers unrecovered who were removed by their friends District 
or sent to workhouses amounted to 449 (246 men and 203 AsTLTO13 ’ 
women), 2 over the number discharged during the preceding year. 

As no power exists to move a patient from one Asylum to 
another in Ireland, except in cases transferred from Dundrum by 
order of the Lord Lieutenant, it is unnecessary to deal separately 
with transfers. 

The deaths amounted to 926—7 below the mortality of last year. 

The rate of mortality per cent, of the number resident during 
1B96 amounted to 67, that for the preceding year to 71. 


The percentage of deaths on the daily average number resident 
in each District Asylum during the years from 1887 to 1896 
is shown in the following Table : — 


ASYLUMS. 

Peroentage of Deaths on Daily average Number resident. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1S94. 

1895. 

1896. 

Armagh, 

18-2 

59 

71 

4-8 

6-0 

94 

6-8 

8-2 

7 

4-7 

BaUinasloe, 

0 5 

65 

92 

106 

7-2 

93 

75 

7-1 

5-6 

6-9 

Belfast, 

57 

4 

51 

5’9 

4-G 

69 

64 

G-2 

56 

53 

Carlow, 

95 

115 

7-4 

65 

52 

60 

64 

53 

65 

7-8 

Castlebar, . 

8'2 

150 

8'6 

112 

141 

103 

8-5 

9-0 

111 

8-4 

Clonmel, 

61 

57 

7'4 

7 

71 

50 

G-3 

69 

41 

36 

Cork, . 

101 

68 

70 

75 

6'5 

63 

94 

65 

8-5 

0-4 

Down, . 

5-2 

67 

c-o 

6-6 

9-5 

69 

9-2 

104 

52 

66 

Ennis, . 

49 

3 

50 

5-2 

53 

56 

G-3 

8-4 

46 

56 

Enniscorthy, 

6-6 

61 

36 

7-2 

41 

46 

6-2 

7-6 

53 

4-5 

Kilkenny, . 

66 

76 

87 

58 

5-5 

79 

4-7 

76 

6 

4-7 

Killamey, . 

123 

8-5 

107 

141 

9-4 

131 

81 

109 

9-8 

8-9 

Letterkenny, 

7-0 

69 

66 

106 

11-2 

8-5 

11-4 

9-6 

12-2 

103 

Limerick, . 

96 

72 

6-3 

7 

8-3 

7'2 

8'3 

8-5 

69 

57 

Londonderry, 

106 

62 

4'6 

81 

87 

68 

11-9 

8-1 

6-8 

7-5 

Maryborough, . 

7-0 

108 

GO 

93 

46 

66 

11-8 

8-8 

8 

72 

Monaghan, . 

68 

56 

54 

68 

80 

66 

85 

58 

53 

6 

Mullingar, . 

71 

10-8 

93 

63 

88 

9-8 

8-7 

8-4 

6 

52 

Omagh, 

77 

79 

57 

69 

6-4 

9-5 

8-7 

105 

132 

10-4 

Richmond, . 

107 

7-8 

80 

12-3 

87 

12-5 

125 

16-5 

7-1 

7-8 

Sligo, 

11'6 

7^ 

7'0 

6-9 

102 

111 

6-2 

57 

4-2 

68 

Waterford, 

41 

68 

7-9 

7'2 

64 

44 

91 

5-7 

8-2 

8-5 

Total, 

8-3 

7-3 

77 

8'2 

76 

83 

8-7 

8-8 

71 

6-7 


In 220 cases post mortem examinations were made— -a slight Autopsies, 
diminution compared with the previous year. The Richmond 
Asylum has again the highest record ; and the zeal with which 
pathological investigations are conducted in that Asylum 
deserves especial praise. 
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District Table No. VII., Appendix A., gives the percentage of the 
As ylum s, recoveries on the admissions, and of the deaths on the daily 
average number resident in each of the District Asylums in 
Ireland. 

These figures go to explain the numerical increase of the insane 
in District Asylums during the past year, as the admissions 
have increased while the discharges and deaths have decreased. 
Authority for Table VIII., Appendix A, shows the authority for admission 
admission. ^o District Asylums during the year. Of the total (3,329), 
812 were admitted under the forms prescribed by the Privy 
Council Rules; 18 were transferred from D undrum to the Asylums 
of their districts, and 86 were transferred from gaols by order of 
the Lord Lieutenant ; while 2,418 were admitted under the 
provisions of the Act, 30 and 31 Vic., c. 118, s. 10, and under the 
Army Act of 1881, as dangerous lunatics. 

That so frequent recourse should be had to this Act in Ire- 
land is much to be regretted. Lunatics in this country are not 
more dangerous than in other countries. In Scotland, where a 
similar Act is in force, the admissions under it during the year 
1895 amounted to 13, and, in former years, the number has been 
even less. Unfortunately, in this country, it affords the only 
provision for defraying the expense of the medical examination 
of a lunatic, and his transfer to the Asylum, out of public funds; 
while the order for his admission to the Asylum is mandatory, so 
that, until a new procedure under which the insane may obtain 
Asylum treatment shall have been introduced, this Act will, we 
fear, continue to be resorted to. The following steps have to be 
taken in order to obtain a lunatic’s admission under the Act 
referred to : — (1) An affi davit must be made that the person is a 
dangerous lunatic. (2) The alleged lunatic is arrested by the 
police, and an inquiry held before two Magistrates sitting to- 
gether, who cause him to be examined and certified by the Dis- 
pensary Medical Officer. (3) On the Magistrates being satisfied 
that the alleged lunatic or idiot is dangerous, they direct his 
removal to the Asylum of the District by the police. 

This procedure is cumbrous and objectionable, inasmuch as it 
converts the lunatic into a quasi-criminal, and places difficulties 
in the way of obtaining any contribution towards his maintenance 
out of his own property, or from his friends. 

It seems to us most desirable that in any fresh lunacy legislation 
for Ireland, the same procedure as in England or Scotland should 
be introduced for authorising the admission of all persons 
(whether rich or poor) into Asylums. Provision should be 
made at the same time for defraying the cost of transfer and 
of the medical examination, in the case of paupers. 

Cost of Maintenance. 

Cost of main- Table XVIII. (Appendix A), shows the total receipts and 
tenance. expenditure on behalf of all the district asylums of Ireland. 

From that Table it appears that the total cost of maintaining an 
average number of 13,735 lunatics during the year 1896 was 
£321,914 12s. 10c?. To meet this expenditure, a sum of 
£176,585 7s. lc?. was paid out of the County Cess; 
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£130 653 17s. 7 d. was received by way of Government Capita- D'stmct 
tion Grant; and £6,075 Is. 7 d. was contributed by the relatives • 

of the patients, or out of their own private property. _ Cost of mam- 

In former "Reports, we called attention to the limited support tenanee. 
afforded from private sources towards the maintenance of the 
insane in this country, but we are glad to report that greater 
energy is now displayed in obtaining contributions from relatives 
and private sources towards the support of the insane. . 

The annual Parliamentary Grant in aid of the cost of main- 
tenanee of lunatics in District Asylums has been given in 
' Ireland since the financial year 1874-75. It is distributed at 
the rate of 4«. per head per week for each patient under care 
whose maintenance costs or exceeds 8s. per week, but no in- 
creased claim is allowable in respect _ of any capitation 
expenditure over 8s, per week, and where it is under that sum 
only half the amount is allowed, provided always that the net 
charge on local funds does not fall short of 4s. a week. 

The amount contributed for each of the years from 1875 to 
1896, during which the Parliamentary Grant has been in operation, 
is shown in the following Table : — 


Year. 

Amount of the 
Contribution from 
Imperial Sources 
towards the main- 
tenance of Lunatics 
in the District 
Asylums of Ireland. 

Daily Average 
Number Resident. 

1875, 

£ 

56,948 

k 7,692 

1876, 

77,907 

7,943 

1877, 

80,380 

8,102 

1878, . 

82,054 

8,306 

1879, . 

84,810 

8,423 

1880, 

85,841 

8,545 

1881, . 

87,250 

S,794 

1882, 

89,425 

9,170 

1883, 

92,867 

9,495 

1884, 

94,500 

9,619 

1885, . 

98,698 

9,781 

1886, 

98,609 

9,998 

1887, . 

101,800 

10,263 

1888, 

103,996 

10,691 

1889, . 

109,118 

11,019 

1890, 

112,211 

11,297 

1891, . 

111,990 

11,644 

1892, 

112,050 

11,958 

1893, . 

119,721 

12,307 

1894, 

129,449 

12,605 

1895, 

126,266 

13,082 

1896, 

-130,653 

13,735 
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District 

A&yltjms. 

Average cost. 


The average annual net cost of maintaining patients in district 
asylums during the year ended 31st December, 1896, was 
£22 10s. 8 d., or 8s. 8 d. per head per week, excluding casual 
receipts and the amount received for paying patients. This 
sum is Is. 2 d. per annum higher than the average net cost for 
the preceding year. Table XIX. (Appendix A), shows the cost 
of maintenance in the various district asylums. From this 
Table it appears that the maximum rate (at the Mullingar 
Asylum) was £28 4s. 6d., and the . minimum (at Kilkenny 
Asylum) was £18 Os. lOd. 

The following are the details of the average annual cost per 
head, calculated on the gross expenditure during the year 1890 
as compared with 1895. 


Heads under which 
the Expenditure is Classified. 

Average cost per Patient 
per Annum, calculated on the 
Gross Expenditure. 


Year 1895. 

Year 1896. 


£ 

5. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Salaries and wages, .... 

4 

la 

0 

4 

lb 

11 

Superannuation, 

0 

12 

9 

0 

13 

5 

Provisions and groceries, 

8 

13 

8 

8 

9 

3 

Wines and spirits, 

0 

3 

1 

0 

3 

0 

Tobacco and snuff, 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

3 

Medicines and surgical appliances, 

0 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1 

Clothing, 

2 

11 

2 

2 

12 

11 

Bedding, 

0 

11 

11 

0 

15 

7 

Furniture, 

0 

11 

1 

0 

16 

2 

Fuel, 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Light 

0 

10 

5 

0 

11 

1 

Soap and washing materials, 

0 

1 

7 

0 

4 

11 

Water supply, 

0 

3 

6 

0 

3 

7 

Farm and garden expenses, . 

0 

11 

5 

0 

13 

6 

Repairs and alterations, 

1 

1 

10 

1 

4 

6 

Stationery, printing, and advertising, 

0 

1 

9 

0 

5 

2 

Insurance, rent, and taxes, . 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

Incidental expenses (including post- 







age), 

0 

7 

3 

0 

7 


Total average cost of patients main- 
tained in workhouses under 38 & 39 







Vic., cap. 67, sec. 9, . 

19 

8 

1 

18 

9 

3 

Total, .... 

23 

5 

9 

23 

8 

9 

Deduct average sum per head re- 
ceived as contributions on behalf 
of paying patients and as casual 





18 


receipts, 

0 

16 

3 

0 


Net annual cost per head to Public 







Funds, 

£22 

9 

6 

£22 

10 

8 
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It must be remembered that these sums only show the actual District 
cost of maintenance as distinguished from the cost of lodging. . * b ^ MS - 

Table XXI. (Appendix A), shows the total cost of district 
asylums on the local rates, giving the amount payable by each 
district to defray the cost of the buildings as well as the cost of 
maintenance ; and also the estimated poundage of the total sum 
paid on the rateable property in the district. 

Table XVI. (Appendix A), shows the quantity of land in con- Asylum farms, 
nection with each asylum, and how it was utilized during the 
year 1896. On comparison with former _ reports, it will be seen 
that the farms attached to these Institutions have been greatly 
extended during the past few years. Thus, in the year 188 7, the 
amount of land attached to all the asylums was 992 acres. At 
the beginning of 1S97 the acreage had increased to 2,767. 

The extension of the asylum farms has proved of marked 
benefit to the insane, and it is gratifying to report that this 
benefit has thrown no additional burden on the ratepayers, as 
the acquisition of additional land has, in every case, resul ted in 
a substantial saving in the expenditure on farm produce, and 
has thus, so far, lessened the cost of maintenance. 

Table XX. shows the actual receipts and expenditure in 
connection with the farms attached to the different asylums, 
and it is, as stated in the preceding paragraph, a matter of 
gratification that, as the result of extending the farms, this table 
shows an increasing profit from year to year. 

SUICIDES AND DEATHS FROM MISADVENTURE 
OR ATTENDED WITH INJURIES IN DISTRICT 
ASYLUMS. 

Three suicides and three fatal casualties were reported during 
the past year in District Asylums. _ . 

The limited number of such deaths occurring in District 
Asylums, having regard to the increasing frequency of suicides 
and accidents outside the asylums, speaks well for the improve 
methods in the supervision and care of the insane. I he 

establishment of dormitories, with constant supervision duiing 
the night, is a matter which we have frequently pressed on the 
various Boards of Governors throughout Ireland, and the result 
shows the accruing advantage. Added to this, the provision o 
increased means of employment and recreation have, we believe, 
tended to mitigate the suicidal impulse, which is found amongs 
certain classes of the insane. 

We now proceed to describe the casualties in detail 

G. R, admitted into the Carlow Asylum on December 27, 1895, Carlow 
committed suicide on March 13, 1896, by strangulation. He was 
apparently convalescent from melancholia, and since admission 
was never known to exhibit any suicidal tendencies. He was 
missed from his dinner, and when searched for, was found m the 
water closet with a rope around his neck, partly supported by 
it, his feet resting on the ground ; his knees bent ; and his back 
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District against the wall. This rope was used for flushing the closet, hut 
Asylums, by forcing off the cover of the compartment in which it worked 
Suicides and on a pulley, he was able to obtain a sufficient length to wind 
fatal accidents, round his neck. 

The jury acquitted the officials of all blame, but recommended 
that less dangerous appliances should be used in flushing the 
closets. New lavatory annexes of modern construction are at 
present in process of erection. 

Cork. M. O’C. was admitted into the Cork District Asylum on the 

13th April, 1896, suffering from melancholia, with marked 
suicidal tendencies, having attempted suicide on two occasions 
prior to admission. After a short time he improved so much 
that his “caution card” was withdrawn, but he relapsed, 
and again attempted suicide by strangulation. On the morning 
of Sunday, May the 24tli, when the majority of the inmates were 
at Mass, O’C. was, with 12 other patients, left in charge of two 
attendants ; he eluded the vigilance of these men, who were en- 
gaged in ward cleaning, and passed into the lavatory, where he was 
afterwards found suspended by a necktie from the down-pipe. 
We held a special inquiry into this case, and made certain 
recommendations for the better care of such cases in the future. 
The attendant in charge was evidently much to blame in allowing 
a patient, whom he had been instructed to keep under constant 
supervision, to wander out of his sight, but, as he sent in his 
resignation, the Governors, having regard to his previous good 
character, and taking into consideration the difficulties of 
supervising so many patients, decided to accept it. 

Mullingar, J. S., admitted into the Mullingar Asylum in June, 1890, 
suffering from dementia, escaped therefrom on the 14tli March, 
1896. He was only absent from the asylum a short time when 
he was seen by the driver of an express train to jump on to the 
line and seat himself deliberately on the track. The train was 
too close to pull up, so that he was struck by the engine guard and 
instantly killed. 

The coroner’s jury attached no blame to any person for J. S. s 
death, but the Board of Governors, who afterwards investigated 
the matter, considered that the attendant who had charge of the 
patient, and who had received special written instructions, on 
account of his tendency to escape, never to let him out of sight, 
was guilty of negligence, and they therefore reduced him in rank. 

Richmond. P. B. was admitted into the Richmond Asylum on the 8th 
November, 1892. His mental condition permitted of his being 
allowed a considerable amount of liberty. On December 7, 
1895, he is stated to have received an injury to the right hip ma 
scuffle with another patient named P. H. who was subject to 
sudden outbursts of violence. P. B. was sent to hospital next 
day, where he remained until his death. During his Blness 
an abscess developed in the injured thigh, and he died on the 
7th January, 1896. The post-mortem examination showed 
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fracture of the right acetabulum and chronic tubercular disease District 
of the bone, with secondary multiple abscesses in the kidneys, svlums. 
and tubercular deposits in the lungs. Suicides ami 

The coroner’s jury returned a verdict in accordance with these fatal accidents, 
facts, and acquitted the attendants and officers from all blame in 
connection with the transaction. _ ... 

B S., an inmate of the Richmond Asylum, died in that institution 
on the 24th January, 1896, from broncho-pneumonia, arising 
from septicaemia, the result of an abscess in the chest-wall formed 
in connection with fractured ribs (2nd and 3rd), which resulted 
from a fallout of bed on the morning of January 15th. It is 
supposed that her left side came in contact with the iron portion 
of the bedstead. These injuries were discovered during life,. and 
no blame was attached to the asylum staff by the coroner’s jury. 

E L an imbecile lad, was admitted to the Richmond Asylum 
on the 29th of July, 1896. On the 29th of September, he was 
standing in the passage outside the day-room when he was 
attacked by another inmate, C. C„ who inflicted serious injuries 
on him, striking him on the head with an iron sewer grating. 

An attendant at once came to E. L.’s assistance, but he had 
already received very serious injuries. Symptoms of compression 
of the brain supervened. He was removed to Jer vis-street 
Hospital, and there trephined by Dr. Martin, the Visiting 
Surgeon to the Asylum. E. L. did well for some little time, and 
returned to the asylum, but symptoms of compression were 
again manifest, and he was again trephined, when a laige 
abscess was evacuated. The relief was, however, only temporary, 
and he died on the 17th December. 

The coroner’s jury found that E. L. died from coma, due to 
abscess of the brain, resulting from fracture of the skuh. 

Insanitary Conditions and Outbreaks of Zymotic Disease. 

Ballinasloe. — In this Asylum cases of dysentery, typhoid &c ' — 
fever, diarrhoea and erysipelas have, from time to time, appeared Ballinasloe. 
The serious overcrowding of the institution, to which the occur- 
rence of cases of zymotic disease may be, at least, partly ascribed, 
has engaged the attention of the Governors and the Board of 
Control, and measures to relieve it are in progress. 

Castlebar. — In previous reports we have called attention to Castlebar, 
the insanitary condition of this Asylum. Unfortunately, during 
the past year, matters have not improved. As heretofore, in the 
spring and autumn, typhoid fever broke out. A ease of diphtheria 
also occurred in a male patient. 

These outbreaks of zymotic disease will almost certainly 
continue until a water supply is obtained abundant in quantity 
and of unimpeachable quality. The present supply is obtained 
from a well which, at certain times, runs very low, when typhoid 
fever or some other epidemic disease usually appears. 

The Asylum will, however, obtain a new water supply from 
the town waterworks, now approaching completion. 
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Cork. — The sanitary condition of this Asylum cannot be re- 
ported on favourably. Throughout the year eases of typhoid 
fever and influenza have appeared, both amongst men and women, 
for which one assignable cause is the overcrowded state of the 
wards. 

Downpatrick. — Cases of dysentery again occurred in this 
Asylum, notwithstanding the greatest vigilance on the part of 
the Medical Officers. There were also some cases of erysipelas, 
and one of measles. 

Kilkenny. — A very mild form of scarlatina broke out in this 
Asylum at the end of the year — four patients and eight attendants 
being attacked. None of the cases ended fatally. 

Letterkenny. — Cases of typhoid fever and one of scarlatina 
appeared in this Asylum. The latter disease was, at the time, 
prevalent in the neighbourhood. 

Maryborough. — Four cases of dysentery were reported to have 
occurred in this Asylum during the year. It is to be hoped that 
the new water supply, to be obtained from the works at present 
in process of construction for the supply of the town of Mary- 
borough, will tend to improve the sanitary condition of this 
institution. 

Monaghan. — Several cases of erysipelas were reported in this 
Asylum early in the year — one of them proving fatal. The 
outbreak is considered to have been due, to a great extent, to 
the overcrowding, which is very marked in this Asylum. Some 
cases of typhoid (one of them fatal) and scarlatina also occurred, 

Mullingar. — In October an outbreak of enteric fever occurred 
at the Mullingar District Asylum. The engineer was attacked 
by the disease, which unfortunately terminated fatally in his 
case^ and also in that of a female patient. In the opinion of the 
Medical Superintendent the outbreak was due to the milk supply, 
as it was discovered that the servant of one of the in i Ik contractors 
was suffering from typhoid, it was suspected that the milk supply 
might be contaminated. 

Omagh. — The sanitary state of this institution during the 
year was very far from satisfactory. Erysipelas of the head and 
face has been prevalent, attacking twelve patients, and proving 
fatal in two cases. There were also two fatal cases of typhoid. 
Very extensive alterations are being carried out in this Asylum, 
involving the opening up of the old drains. This, combined with 
the unavoidable overcrowding, may be considered to have con- 
tributed to the ill-health of the inmates. 

Richmond. — Unfortunately, during the past year some of the 
patients were again attacked by peripheral neuritis (Beri-beri), 
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a disease which had previously broken out in 1894. The first District 
ease appeared in August, and it was followed almost immediately Astldms. 
by three other cases, all on the female side ; whilst ten males insanitarj- 
were attacked between the 18th and 31st August. The disease conditions, 
then rapidly spread until in all 115 cases (including seven &c ‘ 
female attendants) were recorded. The character of the epidemic 
was, however, of a very mild type. In only eight cases could a 
fetal termination be ascribed to it, and some at least of these 
cases were complicated or masked by other diseases. 

As regards other zy'motic disease, dysentery is said to have 
attacked seven males and twenty-four females. Twelve cases of 
typhoid fever are reported (two on the male and ten on the 
female side) ; whilst erysipelas attacked six men and two women. 

The death-rate, however (7'8), was very low, showing a per- 
centage a little above that of the preceding year (7'1), which 
was the lowest recorded in the history of the Institution. 

Sligo. — In February and March an outbreak of fever took Sligo, 
place in this institution, attacking six women and two men. In 
accordance with the reports of the medical staff, this epidemic, 
though in many points closely resembling typhoid fever, was 
classified as influenza, complicated with enteric symptoms. 

Accommodation. 

In our Report of last year we gave a resume of the works Aecommoda- 
which had been recently undertaken by the Board of Control tion - 
for the enlargement and alteration of the several District Asylums, 
while in previous reports we had confined ourselves to a brief 
reference to the structural changes effected during the year under 
review. In the present instance, inasmuch as the responsibility 
for structural works is made by statute to rest exclusively on 
the Board of Control, of which we are members, we deem it 
advisable to submit in full a very interesting and valuable 
memorandum as to all that has been done under this head during 
the decade 1886 to 1896, just furnished to us by Mr. S. Usslier 
Roberts, c.B., the Consulting Architect to the Board, and which 
is as follows : — 


Board of 
Control. 


DISTRICT LUNATIC ASYLUMS (IRELAND). 

Repokt on Works Executed for the Enlargement and Report of 
Improvement of District Asylums for the Ten Years ArXitecfof 
ending 31st December, 3 896. 

" The Asylums in Ireland which have been provided for the detention 
and treatment of the insane poor, were erected under the provisions of 
die 1 and 2 Geo. IV., cap. 33, at various periods between the years 1824 
a nd 1870. In the latter year twenty-two District Asylums were in 
operation, in which accommodation was provided for 4,791 patients, 
an h I° r the necessary attendants and executive staff. 

Ihese Asylums were constructed on desigus which were at the time 
considered suitable for the purpose, but as no provision was made for 
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“ further extension, it was presumably considered that they afforded 
ample accommodation to meet the requirements of their respective 
districts. 

The population of these institutions however increased rapidly, and 
in the year 1886 there were in them 9,872 patients. Though additional 
accommodation had b«en in some cases provided, as the numbers 
increased, it was in most instances wholly insufficient, and sleeping 
room was only obtained by utilising as dormitories, rooms intended for 
day-rooms, while the executive offices, such as kitchens, laundries, 
stores, workshops, assistant medical officers’, attendants’, and nurses’, 
quarters, originally designed for Asylums of very limited extent, were 
found to be inadequate for the work, consequent on the large increase 
in the number of the inmates. The drainage and water supply were 
in many cases seriously defective and insufficient, while in no instance 
had any effective mode of heating and ventilating the buildings been 
adopted, and the extent of land considered necessary for purposes of 
recreation and affording suitable employment for the patients capable 
of engaging in ordinary farm work, was, at all of the Asylums, much too 
limited. 

The overcrowding, serious in 1886, became year by year after that 
date still more acutely intensified, while concurrently with this the sani- 
tary condition of the Asylums was generally so defective, consequent to 
a large extent on the overcrowding, that the present Lunacy Inspectors 
found it necessary, after their appointment in 1890, to bring under the 
special consideration of the various Boards of Governors and the 
Board of Control, the condition of the institutions, and to urge the 
importance of at once providing improved and increased accommoda- 
tion. This necessarily entailed a large expenditure, but the Governors, 
though reluctant to incur expense, did not decline to approve of works 
which were shown to be necessary, and they have in many cases 
afforded, with the assistance of the Resident Medical Superintendents, 
active and valuable aid in carrying them out and in introducing 
those modern improvements which are now considered so essential in 
the treatment of the insane. 

It must be borne in mind that a sensible increase in the number of 
patients in an Asylum necessitates the provision not only of the 
increased accommodation required for their use, but also for 
attendants and nurses and the executive staff, and likewise of the 
various offices and appliances required for the proper working 
and management of the institution. This has involved in many 
cases not only extensive works in remodelling and enlarging the 
buildings, but the cost of carrying out such work has been largely 
increased and the execution much retarded in consequence of the 
buildings being in occupation, rendering it necessary to provide to a 
large extent temporary accommodation for the service of the Asylums 
while the works were in progress. 

I would observe that it has been the practice of the Board before 
proceeding with alterations or additions to an Asylum to confer with 
and consult the Board of Governors with reference to them, submitting 
for their consideration the plans of the works proposed, and, as far as 
possible, adopting any recommendations they see fit to make in connec- 
tion with them. 

The following is a brief description of the works which have been 
executed, or are now in progress at each of the Asylums, since 1886, 
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II but it may be noted that, with a few exceptions, all the additional District 
works undertaken date subsequently to the year 1890 : — Asylums. 

Accommoda- 

ANTRIM ASYLUM. tion ’ 

The County Antrim formed portion of the Belfast District, but in Antrim, 
consequence of the large increase in the number of patients it was con- 
sidered advisable to divide the District, and this was effected under 
the provisions of the Belfast District (Lunatic Asylums, <fcc.) Act, 

1892, and the new Lunacy District comprises that county, for which 
an Asylum is now being built. 

The new Asylum is designed for the accommodation of 600 patients, 
but only the portion required for 400 is being built at present. 

It will be provided with all modern improvements, and will, I 
expect, meet the requirements of the district. 

The design was prepared by Mr. John Lanyon, of Belfast, under 
whose direction the work is being carried out in a satisfactory manner, 
and it is anticipated it will be ready for occupation early in the coming 
year. 


ARMAGH ASYLUM. 

The Armagh District now comprises the County of Armagh. Armagh. 
The Asylum was built in 1824 for 160 patients. 

In 1886 the number had increased to 273, and some additional 
accommodation had in the meantime been provided ; from that date 
however the increase was more rapid, and in 1896 the number of 
patients in the Asylum was 463. To provide the necessary additional 
accommodation for this increased number it has been found necessary 
to execute the following works : — 

A new and completely equipped Asylum Hospital for 150 recent 
and acute cases, and for patients requiring special medical treatment, 
has been built and provided with the most approved modern appliances 
for heating and ventilation, and lighting by electricity. 

A new Church for Roman Catholics has been built, seated and 
furnished for 300 persons. 

The dining hall of the main Asylum, also the kitchen and kitchen 
offices have been enlarged, and the kitchen fitted with new and 
improved cooking appliances. The laundry has been extended and 
provided with modern machinery and a disinfecting apparatus. The 
drainage and sanitary appliances of the main Asylum have been to a 
considerable extent reconstructed and improved, and a new mortuary 
with pathological room built. 

Accommodation is now provided for 408 patients, but the executive 
offices are ample for a considerable increase, for which it may be 
necessary to make provision. 

The works recently carried out at the Asylum were executed undor 
the supervision of Messrs. J. J. Philips & Son of Belfast. 

B ALLIN ASLOE ASYLUM. 

The Ballinasloe District now comprises the Counties of Galway and Ballinasloe 
Roscommon. The Asylum was built in 1833 for 150 patients. 

The number in 1886 had increased to 588, and in that year a 
detached block was built on the male side, providing accommodation 
for 112 patients. 

C 
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“In 1889 a large addition was made to the dining hall, the laundry 
and kitchen offices were remodelled and enlarged, a new boiler house 
was built, and further accommodation for patients provided. 

In 1893 an adjoining farm containing 126£ acres was purchased, 
and new farm buildings erected. 

In 1889 the number of patients in the Asylum had increased to 
717, and the best mode of providing the accommodation so urgently 
required was carefully considered by both the Governors and the 
Board of Control. 

It was suggested that the most desirable arrangement would be to 
divide the district and build a new Asylum for the County Roscommon, 
but this project was, after much discussion, abandoned, and it was then 
decided to build a detached hospital for 260 patients in connection 
with the existing Asylum, to make various alterations in the buildings 
for the purpose of increasing the accommodation, to build sanitary 
annexes in connection with the several wards, new stores and offices, 
and to enlarge the laundry. 

These works are now in progress under the direction of Messrs. 
Fuller & Kempster, and will, when complete, provide accommoda- 
tion lor 1,004 patients of both sexes. 

BELFAST ASYLUM. 

The Belfast District embraced the county of Antrim and the city 
of Belfast in 1892, when the Belfast District (Lunatic Asylums, 
&c.) Act was passed, which constituted the county Antrim a separate 
District. 

The present Belfast Asylum was built in 1829 for 104 patients ; but 
the number increased rapidly, and in 1886 stood at 570. Additional 
sleeping accommodation had in the meantime been provided ; but the 
numbers still continued to increase, and ran up to 857 in 1896. Of 
these 106 patients were provided for at Ballymena Auxiliary Work- 
house ; but the Asylum was notwithstanding so overcrowded that it 
became necessary to make immediate arrangements to provide addi- 
tional accommodation. 

Of the 857 patients above referred to 347 are chargeable to the 
county Antrim, and will, on the completion of the Asylum for that 
county, be transferred to the Antrim Asylum, which will reduce the 
number in the Belfast Asylum to 510. 

The present Belfast Asylum is not provided with that accommoda- 
tion which is now considered necessary for the proper treatment of 
the insane. It would be a difficult building to remodel. The quantity 
of land attached to it is insufficient, and building is advancing so 
rapidly in the locality that the Governors, after very careful considera- 
tion, and with the approval of the City Authorities, decided to build a 
new asylum, and the demesne and lands of Purdysburn, containing 
295 acres, have been acquired for that purpose. 

Plans for the new asylum were invited in a competition of selected 
architects. Those sent in by Messrs. Jackson & Tilley were selected, 
and the matured plans are now being prepared. It is proposed to pro- 
vide accommodation for 800 patients ; but it is contemplated to build 
only that section of the building necessary for 360 chronic patients at 
present. 

When the new asylum has been erected it is intended to dispose of 
the present asylum buildings and lands, which it is anticipated will 
realize a considerable sum. 
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“To meet, however, the overcrowded condition of the Asylum at 
Belfast, Purdysburn House and offices have been fitted up for the 
temporary accommodation of patients, and there are now 130 patients 
there. 

CARLOW ASYLUM. 

The Carlow District now comprises the counties of Carlow and 
Kildare. The Asylum was built in 1832 for 104 patients. 

In 1886 the number had risen to 285, the Asylum was very seriously 
overcrowded, the administrative offices were insufficient in size and 
unprovided with proper appliances for the work of the institution ; the 
drainage was seriously defective, and the sanitary appliances of a very 
primitive type. It became necessary under these circumstances to 
provide additional accommodation by remodelling and enlarging the 
buildings. 

Extensive internal alterations have been made in the removal of 
walls and formation of large and well- ventilated dormitories. Sanitary 
annexes are being built in connection with each ward, and a new and 
complete system of drainage has been laid down. 

A new and completely equipped laundry has been provided, a new 
boiler house and chimney stack erected, and new boilers supplied. 

The kitchen and kitchen offices, stores and dining hall are being 
remodelled and enlarged, and a new water supply has been laid on 
from the town mains. 

Arrangements are now being made for proceeding with the erection 
of wing buildings, and when these are completed accommodation will 
be provided in the Asylum for 426 patients. 

The works at this Asylum are being carried out under the direction 
of Mr. E. T. Quilton, the County Surveyor for Carlow. 


CASTLEBAR ASYLUM. 

The Castlebar District comprises the county of Mayo, for which an 
asylum was built in 1866, for 260 patients. 

In 1886 the number had increased to 345, and in 1896 to 485. 

To provide for the increasing population of the Asylum a storey was 
added to the return building on the male and female sides ; a new 
system of drainage was carried out, and the sanitary annexes and 
bath-rooms were remodelled and fitted with improved appliances. 

The kitchen and kitchen offices and laundry have been enlarged, 
and the latter is now being provided with modem machinery. 

A new boiler house and chimney stack have been erected, and 
boilers supplied sufficient for the entire steam work connected with 
the institution, and the entire buildings are now heated and ventilated 
on the Plenum system. 

Accommodation is now provided in this Asylum for 409 patients, 
but the numbers have increased so rapidly since 1888, that it will ere 
long be necessary to provide additional accommodation, and the 
enlargement and improvement of the Executive offices have been 
made in anticipation of a considerable increase in the number of 
patients. 

Ihe alterations and additions which have recently been carried out 
have been executed under the supervision of Mr. E. K. Dixon, count 
surveyor of the southern district of county Mayo. 

c 2 
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CLONMEL ASYLUM. 

“ The Clonmel District comprises the County Tipperary, for which an 
Asylum was built in 1834 for 60 patients. 

In 1886 the number had increased to 489, and though additional 
accommodation had in the meantime been provided, the numbers 
increased so rapidly after that date that it became necessary in 1892 
to make large additions to the Asylum, and for that purpose the follow- 
ing works have been carried out : — 

A new wing was added to the female house, a new dining hall 
built, the laundry was remodelled, enlarged, and provided with 
suitable machinery, the kitchen and kitchen offices and the drainage 
have been improved, and a new Church built for Roman Catholics. 

Sleeping accommodation is now provided in the Asylum foi 621 
patients, but the day-room space for that number is very insufficient. 

The number of patients now in the Asylum is 694 ; it is consequently 
much overcrowded, and the Governors have under consideration plans 
for building an Asylum Hospital that will provide the necessary addi- 
tional accommodation. 

The Roman Catholic Church was built under the directions of Mr. 
Walter Doolin, of Dublin The works executed since 1892 have been 
carried out by Mr. E. Hackett, County Surveyor for the South Riding 
of Tipperary. 

CORK ASYLUM. 

The Cork District comprises the City and County of Cork, for which 
an Asylum was built in 1852 for 500 patients. 

In 1886 the number had increased to 916, and as there was then 
sleeping accommodation for only 709 patients, it was decided to build 
a detached block for 464 chronic patients, which was completed iu 
1893, provided with sanitary annexes and bathrooms, water supply, 
fire mains and appliances, an efficient system of heating, and a corridor 
to connect it with the administrative offices, and a new dining hall 
which was built to accommodate 750 patients. 

Sanitary annexes and bathrooms fitted with improved modern 
appliances have been constructed in connection with the several wards 
in the old Asylum. The laundry has been enlarged and equipped with 
modern machinery, a new engine house built, and an engine provided 
for the work of the Asylum, a new mortuary and gate lodge have been 
erected, additional land to the extent of 41 J acres has been acquired, 
and various minor works for the improvement of the Asylum have been 
carried out. 

Although these works have raised the accommodation to that 
required for 1,173 patients, the continued increase of the number ol 
persons sent into the Asylum in this district renders it necessary to make 
further additions which are now under consideration. 

The works at this Asylum have been carried out under the direction 
of Mr. W. H. Hill of Cork. 

DOWNPATRICK ASYLUM. 

The Downpatrick District comprises the County Down, for which 
the Asylum was built in 1865, for 300 patients. 

In 1886, the number had increased to 372, but accommodation had 
in the meantime, been provided. Prom 1886 the population of the 
institution increased rapidly, and it became necessary to provide 
additional accommodation, which the Governors very promptly decidcc 
on. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 


21 


District 

Asylums. 


,< a larTO addition has been made to the female infirmary, and a new 
block for acute cases has been built on the same side, and the laundry 
■ nnw heinff re-modelled and equipped with modern machinery. Accommoda- 

te number in the Asylum in 1896 was 545, and the accommodation tion, &c. 
has been increased to that required for 581 patients. 

Further works are in contemplation for improving the mala 
infirmary, and for heating and ventilating the institution. 

The works are being carried out under the direction of Mr. P. C. 

Cowan, the County Surveyor for the County Down. 

ENNIS ASYLUM, 

The Ennis District comprises the County of Clare for which an Em,!.. 
Asylum was built in 1868 for 260 patients. Some alterations have 
dl been carried out, which brought the sleeping accommodation up to 
that required for 314 patients, but no considerable extension was made, 

Id as q there are now 369 patients in the Asylum, its enlargement 

Ca ^nce^^.886^ additional land to the extent of 11J acres has been 
acquired works have also been carried out for improving the drainage 
and sanitary arrangements, and the executive offices of the institution. 

ENNISCORTHY ASYLUM 

The Enniscorthy District comprises the County and Town of Wex- Knniscorthv. 
ford, for which an Asylum was built m 1868, for 300 patients. 

In 1886 the number had risen to 331, and as there ^ ~ 
anticipate a more rapid increase it was considered desirable to provide 
additional accommodation. No improvement had been made in the 
executive offices since the Asylum was first constructed, and they were 
consequently very insufficient for the increased work of the mstitution. 

The sanitary arrangements throughout were very defective the water 
supply insufficient, and no suitable means had been provided for heating 

and ventilating the buildings. . , 

To provide the increased accommodation required and iemedy J 
defects above referred to it was decided to carry out the followin 0 
works which are now in an advanced state of progress . , 

To make structural alterations in the interior of the bul * d “= I 
removing Walls and adding corridors and passages where practicable to 
day-rooms and dormitories, and thus improve the ven l a ion ' 
crease the accommodation. To provide sanitary annexes anc 
rooms fitted with improved appliances for each ward. o 1,1 
dining ball for male patients, and also for attendants, lo remodel the 
laundry and refit it with suitable appliances. To build a boiler house 
with chimney stack, and fit it with boilers sufficient for the work oi le 
institution, and to provide appliances for heating and ventilation. 

The works at this Asylum which, when complete, will provide accom- 
modation for 476 patients, are being carried out under the dnection ot 
Mr. C. A. Owen, of Dublin. 

KILKENNY ASYLUM. 

The Kilkenny District comprises the County and City of Kilkenny, Kilkenny, 
for which an Asylum was built in 1852 to accommodate 152 patients. 

In 1886 the number had increased to 278, for winch however, the 
necessary sleeping accommodation had been providec , u as io 
numbers continued to increase more rapidly after that da e, 1 ecame 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



District 

Asylums. 

Accommoda- 
tion, &c. 


Killarney. 


22 Forty -sixth Report on District , Criminal, 

“ necessary to make suitable provision for them, and for this purpose 
the following works have been executed : — 

Considerable structural alterations have been made in the interior 
of the building, by means of which additional accommodation has been 
obtained at a moderate cost ; a large addition has been made to the 
dormitory accommodation on the male side, and a water tower has been 
built at each end of the Asylum, with tanks sufficient to hold 56,680 
gallons of water, elevated to a height which commands the highest 
portions of the buildings. 

A new system has been laid down for the drainage of the Asylum 
an improved water supply, with the pumps and appliances for softenin'! 
the water has been provided, and the necessary fire mains and 
appliances supplied. New sanitary annexes are now being built in 
connection with each ward, and general bath-rooms are being provided 
for both sexes. 

The kitchen and kitchen offices and the laundry have been enlarged, 
and are being provided with suitable modern appliances. 

A new Roman Catholic church has been built, the old church has 
been converted into dormitories for patients, and arrangements have 
been made to build a church for Protestants. 

The works necessary for heating the buildings with ventilated 
radiators are nearly complete. 

A plot of land adjoining the Asylum, containing twenty-six acres, 
was purchased in 1891, and a boundary wall is now being built round 

The works at this Asylum are being carried out under the direction 
of Messrs. Drew and Langrishe. It is anticipated they will be com- 
pleted in about three months, when accommodation for 420 patients will 
be available. 


KILLARNEY ASYLUM. 

The Killarney District comprises the County of Kerry, for which an 
Asylum was built in 1852 to accommodate 220 patients. 

In 1886 the number of inmates had increased to 357 ; additions 
were made, in 1888 to the female side, which provided accommodation 
for 90 patients; a small addition was also made to the male side 
in 1890. The Asylum having again become overcrowded, it was found 
necessary to provide additional accommodation ; and as the laundry, 
kitchen, stores, and dining-hall were insufficient in size and imperfect 
m appliances for the largely-increased work, it was considered desirable 
to remodel them, and in doing so to make provision for the increase in 
numbers, which there was reason to anticipate would continue. With 
this view the following works have been undertaken, and are in an 
advanced state of progress : — 

A new laundry and bath-house have been built, and the dining hall 
enlarged ; the Assistant Medical Officer’s quarters have been re- 
modelled ; the laundry fitted with modern machinery ; the entire 
buildings have been lighted by electricity ; the drainage has been 
improved, and a new water supply has been provided, with ample 
provision for extinguishing fire. The buildings are heated by a system 
of low pressure hot-water pipes, and additional land to the extent of 
13£ acres has been acquired. 
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.< In 1896 there were 475 patients in the Asylum, and when the works Djstkict 
now in progress are completed, accommodation for 556 will be pro- Asn.vus. 

vided. . .. Accommoda- 

The works at this Asylum are being carried out under the direction tion, & c . 

of Mr. J. F. Fuller, of Dublin. 


LETTEKKENNY ASYLUM. 

The Letterkenny Asylum, intended to provide for the lunatic poor Lettorkeuny. 
of the county Donegal, was built in 1866 for 300 patients. 

Although the number of inmates from that period up to 1886 fluc- 
tuated the increase was not considerable ; but after that year it ran 
up rapidly— from 357 in 1886 to 431 in 1893— and there was reason to 
anticipate that the same rate of increase would continue for some 
time. In addition to want of accommodation for the increased number 
of patients, the executive offices were insufficient and inadequately 
found for the work of the institution, the drainage was defective, the 
sanitary appliances imperfect, the water supply insufficient, and no 
provision had been made for warming or ventilating the buildings. 

The best mode of providing the accommodation required, and of 
remedying the various defects referred to, received very careful con- 
sideration, and after conference with the Governors it was decided to 
carry out the following works, which are nearly complete : 

Two wings have been added to the Asylum — one on the male 
and the other on the female side— provided with bath-rooms, sanitary 
annexes, &c., and a large addition has been made to the block for 
recent and acute cases. .... , 

Both hospital blocks have been enlarged and otherwise improved . ; 
a new dining hall has been built ; the kitchen and kitchen offices and 
laundry have been remodelled and enlarged, both fitted with modern 
appliances and machinery; additional store rooms built, and a new 
residence constructed for the Resident Medical Superintendent— his 
former quarters being converted into accommodation for the stall, Ac. 

For the improvement of the water supply a reservoir has been 
constructed near the Asylum, which is now supplied with -water by 
gravitation under pressure that commands the highest portion of the 
buildings. The drainage of the Asylum has been reconstructed and 
general bathrooms provided on each side. 

A new boiler house and chimney stack have been erected ; boilers 
provided of ample power for the entire work of the institution, which 
is now warmed and ventilated on the Plenum system. 

These works have provided accommodation in a very improved form 
for 510 patients, and the executive offices are sufficient for a consider- 
able increase in that number. . 

The works have been carried out under the direction ol Mr. 

M-'Elwee, of Londonderry. 


LIMERICK ASYLUM. 

The Limerick District now comprises the county and city of Limerick. Limerick. 
The Asylum was built in 1827 for 150 patients. In 1880 the 
number had increased to 479, and in the meantime the necessary 
sleeping accommodation had been provided. _ 

There was little variation in the number of inmates from 1880 to 
1885 ; but after that date they increased rapidly. 
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District “ No works of any importance for increasing the accommodation at 
Asylums, this Asylum were carried out between 1880 and 1893, when a new 
Aceommoda- boiler-house and chimney stack were built, and two large boilers sum 
tion, &c. plied for the work of the institution. 

In 1895 the overcrowding became serious, and, though much 
very excellent work had been executed by ' the Resident Medical 
Superintendent to improve the accommodation, the executive offices 
were so inadequate for the work of the institution and the accommo- 
dation so insufficient, it became necessary to consider the best mode of 
dealing with the case. 

Plans were prepared for re-modelling and enlarging the executive 
offices ; adding a story to two of the wing buildings ; enlarging the 
dining halls ; improving the drainage and sanitary arrangements • 
enlarging the Church for Roman Catholics ; building a Church for 
Protestants ; a new residence for the Resident Medical Superintendent ; 
and converting the apartments he at present occupies into accommo- 
dation for the Assistant Medical Officer, patients, and nurses. 

The first section of these works, comprising the additions to the two 
wing buildings and the erection of the Resident Medical Superintendent’s 
house, are now in progrees. To admit of these works being proceeded 
with, however, it has been necessary to construct a temporary block for 
the. accommodation of the patients who had to vacate the building to 
which a story was to be added. 

These works, which will increase the accommodation to 685 patients, 
are being carried out under the direction of Messrs. Carroll, Batchelor, 
& Browne. 

LONDONDERRY ASYLUM. 

Londonderry, The Londonderry District now comprises the county and city of 
Londonderry. The Asylum was built in 1829 for 120 patients. The 
numbers increased rapidly, running up to 400 in 1889, and the Asylum 
was then enlarged to the extent considered necessary. The numbers, 
however, still continued to increase with the same rapidity, and as the 
site on which the buildings stand is too limited to admit of further 
additions being made to them, it has been decided to build a new 
Asylum for the District, and the lands of Gransha, containing 292 
acres, on the east side of the river, about two miles from the city, have 
been acquired for that purpose. 

It is intended to provide accommodation in the new Asylum for 600 
patients, and the designs have been invited for it in a limited competi- 
tion, which has not yet been adjudicated on. 

MARYBOROUGH ASYLUM. 

Maryborough, The Maryborough District now comprises the King’s and Queen’s 
counties. The Asylum was built in 1833 to accommodate 104 patients. 

In 1886 the number had increased to 307, and some additional 
accommodation had in the meantime been provided, but after 1886 the 
population increased much more rapidly. The Asylum being then 
seriously overcrowded, it became necessary to provide additional accom- 
modation, and as the executive offices were wholly insufficient for the 
'1° j C °^ 1Se( ^ lien ^ ° n ^ ar S e increase in the number of patients, and 
the drainage and sanitary appliances were in a most defective con- 
dition, it has been found necessary to carry out the following extensive 

works of remodelling and enlargement : 

Two wing buildings have been constructed, one on the male side, pro- 
■\iding dormitories and day-rooms for 100 patients, with the necessary 
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"bathrooms, sanitary annexes, and attendants’ rooms, and a correspond- District 
ing w ing on the female side, containing similar accommodation. Asylums. 

Four new day-rooms have been added to the existing buildings, and Accommoda . 
some structural alterations made in them to increase accommodation, t i 011) & c . . 
a nd new sanitary annexes fitted, with suitable appliances, and baths 
provided for each ward. 

The dining-hall has been remodelled and enlarged, also the kitchen 
anil stores which have been provided with suitable appliances and 
fittings. 

The laundry is now being enlarged and fitted with modern machinery, 
a new bakery has been erected, but has not been completed as the 
building is at present in use as a temporary laundry, and new Churches 
have been built for Protestants and Roman Catholics. 

A new and complete system of drainage has been laid down and 
additional land, to the extent of thirty-five and a-quarter acres, acquired, 
which it is proposed to utilize as a sewage farm, and thus remove the 
objections which have been made to the sewage from the Asylum being 
discharged into the adjoining watercourse. 

An efficient system of heating the new wing buildings lias been 
carried out, and an installation for lighting the entire buildings by 
electricity is far advanced towards completion. 

Several minor works are now in progress, and it is anticipated that 
all will be completed before the close of the present year, when accom- 
modation in a very improved form will be provided for 623 patients. 

The works at this Asylum are being carried out under the direction 
of Mr. Thomas Drew. 

MONAGHAN ASYLUM. 

The Monaghan District comprises the counties of Monaghan and Monaghan 
Cavan, for which an Asylum was built in 1869 for 340 patients. 

In 1886 the number had increased to 473, but in the meantime 
additional accommodation had been provided. From 1887 the numbers 
increased much more rapidly. 

To provide for them two wing buildings were added to the Asylum 
in 1886, sanitary annexes were built in connection with the wards and 
fitted with modern appliances, the boiler house was improved by the 
erection of a new chimney stack, and an addition was made to the 
residence of the Medical Superintendent. 

The number of inmates, however, still continued to increase, and 
it tyas suggested that the best arrangement would be to divide the 
district, allocating the existing Asylum to the county Monaghan and 
building a new one for the county Cavan, but after much consultation 
and a careful computation of the cost, the scheme was abandoned and 
it was decided to enlarge and remodel as far as necessary the present 
building. 

To meet to some extent the overcrowding, the old County Infirmary, 
with the grounds attached to it, has been purchased, and the buildiug 
is now occupied by patients. 

Additional land to the extent of fifty-six acres has also been acquired. 

Plans have been prepared for enlarging the Asylum to the extent 
necessary to provide accommodation for 807 patients, for the improve- 
ment of the executive offices, and for building a new Church for 
Roman Catholics. 
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Forty-sixth Report on District, Criminal, 

District “ When the new Roman Catholic Church is built the lar<re room 
Asylums, occupied for that purpose will be converted into a dormitorv f, 
Accommotla- P^fts > 

tion, &c. the plans for enlarging and remodelling this Asylum have beo 

prepared by Sir Thomas N. Deane and Son. 


MULLINGAR ASYLUM. 

The Mullingar asylum district comprises the counties of Westmeatli 
Meath, and Longford, for which an asylum was built in 1855, for tli 
reception of 300 patients. The numbers had increased to 502 in 188(3 
and at the end of 1890 they amounted to 606 of both sexes. 

In addition to the want of accommodation for patients, the watei 
supply was found to be insufficient and the drainage seriouslv defective 
The institution was in a very insanitary condition from the want o: 
proper appliances, and the executive offices were wholly inadequati 
for the increased work of the asylum. Under these circumstances ii 
became necessary to provide, not only additional accommodation, bui 
also to remodel and enlarge the administrative offices ; to procure ai 
efficient water supply ; improve the drainage ; and to build propel 
sanitary blocks. r f 

The following works have been executed since 1888 : 

A new system of drainage has been laid down and an ample water 
supply obtained from a lake lying about a mile north of the asylum, 
with the necessary pumping machinery for lifting it, when softened by 
an apparatus provided for that purpose, to the proper levels for tic 
service of the institution. 

A new laundry was built and equipped with modern appliances. 

ilie kitchen was enlarged and provided with approved appliances 
lor cooking , &c. The stores were enlarged, a new dining-hall built, a 
new boiler house and chimney stack erected, with boilers sufficient 
lor the work of the institution. . A Turkish bath has been constructed 
on the most approved plans, new sanitary annexes and appliances have 
been provided m connection with the several wards, the whole of the 
buildings have been heated and ventilated on the Plenum system, and 
an electrical installation has been provided for lighting them. 

In addition to the foregoing works, extensive structural alterations 
and restorations have been carried out in the interior of the buildings 
m remodelling and improving them. 

Accommodation is now provided in the asylum for 614 patients, but 
the executive offices, as now remodelled and enlarged, are sufficient to 
meet the requirements of a considerable increase in that number. 

Additional land to the extent of 104^ acres adjoining the asylum has 
been acquired, and it is proposed to build on this farm a block for 130 
working patients, and suitable farm offices. It is anticipated that 
t is arrangement will provide suitable employment for patients, and 
will enable much of the food required for the institution to be provided 
at a cost that will lessen largely the expense of maintenance. The 
Governors have recently decided on erecting a temporary building for 
sixty patients, which, with the block above referred to for 130 
patients, when complete, will raise the accommodation in this asylum 
to that required for 804 patients. 

I lie works which have been executed were carried out under the 
direction of Messrs. Kaye Parry, and A. E. Joyce, the county 
surveyor for Westmeath. 
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OMAGH ASYLUM. District 

Asylums. 

“ The Omagh Asylum District comprises the counties of Tyrone and — 
Fermanagh, for which an Asylum was built in 1853 to accommodate a ' 

300 patients. Omgt 

Iii 1886 the number had increased to 507, and in 1893 it rose to 
590. As there was then sleeping accommodation for only 510 patients, 
with very insufficient dayroo’m or provision for the sick and infirm, and 
there was every indication of a rapid increase in the numbers, it be- 
came necessary to enlarge the Asylum, and this was the more urgent 
as there were many and serious defects in the building, which was in a 
very insanitary condition, and the executive offices inadequate for 
the working of the institution. 

The attention of the Governors having been directed to the condition 
of the Asylum, it was decided, after much careful consideration, to 
carry out the following extensive works, all of which are in progress : — 

To remodel the existing buildings by removing internal walls, and 
thus form large and well-ventilated dayrooms and dormitories. 

To build additions to the male wing and to both dining-halls. To 
construct a new laundry, boiler-house and chimney stack, and erect a 
new Church for Roman Catholics. 

To add a large dormitory and a dayroom to the female Infirmary, 
and form isolation wards on each side of the Asylum. 

To build a new residence for the Medical Superintendent, and convert 
his former residence into rooms for the nurses and staff, which were 
much required. 

The kitchen and laundry are to be provided with the most approved 
modern appliances, and the stores enlarged and provided with proper 
fittings. 

A new system has been laid down for the drainage of the Asylum, 
new sanitary annexes are being built and fitted with proper appliances ; 
the entire building is now being heated and ventilated on the Plenum 
system, and additional land to the extent of eighty-four acres has been 
acquired. 

When these works — which are being carried out under the direction 
of Mr. C. A. Owen — are complete, there will be accommodation in the 
Asylum for 796 patients, which it is hoped will provide for the require- 
ments of the district for some years. 

RICHMOND AND PORTRANE ASYLUMS. 

The Richmond District comprises the County and City of Dublin, Richmond and 
the Counties of Wicklow and Louth, and the Town of Drogheda. ortraue. 

The Richmond Asyl um was converted into a District Asylum in 1830 
under the Act 11 Geo. IV., cap. 22, and then provided accommodation 
for 257 patients. 

In 1886 the number of the insane inmates had increased to 1,081, 
and accommodation had in the meantime been provided for 1,100. 

The numbers, however, continued to increase rapidly, and in 1892 it 
was decided to build a second Asylum for the district, for which 
purpose the demesne of Portrane, near Donabate, was acquired. 

The Richmond Asylum comprises several groups of buildings. The 
old Asylum, on the east side of Grangegorman-lane, which was con- 
stituted a District Asylum in 1830, is now occupied by female patients, 
and new buildings were erected for male patients on lands subsequently 
acquired on the west side of Grangegorman-lane. The house for male 
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“ patients, the infirmaries, epileptic block for females, &c., and the 
Church for Roman Catholics were built prior to 1870, and since that 
date various other works have been executed for improving the 
accommodation. 

The drainage was found to be so seriously defective, and so much 
sickness was attributed to that cause, that it was decided in 1888 
to lay down a new and complete system, and at the same time to 
improve the sanitary accommodation in connection with the several 
wards, as it was of a very primitive and obsolete type. This work 
was carried out in a satisfactory manner, and has been found effective. 
The water supply* was at the same time improved by the construction 
of high level tanks. 

Although it was decided to build a second Asylum for the District 
sufficient for 1,200 patients, the large and rapid increase in the number 
of patients pointed to the necessity for maintaining suitable provision 
at Richmond in connection with the section of the Asylum built in 
1854, for at least 1,000 inmates, and plans for this purpose have been 
prepared. On the completion of these works it is intended to dispose 
of the female house and grounds connected with it, when a favourable 
opportunity offers. 

The buildings referred to are ill-adapted to the modern system of treat- 
ment of the insane, and they are so constructed as to render their proper 
adaptation to that purpose both difficult and expensive, but they can be 
converted into a good and well arranged Asylum at probably less than 
half the cost of building a new Asylum on another site. 

In pursuance of the arrangement referred to a new laundry and 
mortuary, both fully equipped, have been built, a new boiler house and 
boilers provided, a new residence erected for the Resident Medical 
Superintendent, and his former quarters converted into accommodation 
for patients, and arrangements are being made to proceed with a further 
section of the work when the buildings can be handed over for the 
purpose. 

In consequence of the overcrowded condition of the Asylum it was 
decided in 1893 to erect temporary buildings, and accommodation has 
been provided in them, chiefly in the form of dayrooms, which, however, 
practical ly provided increased accommodation for 298 patients. 

A temporary infectious hospital has also been built with beds for 
26 patients, with a laundry and disinfecting apparatus attached to it. 

A temporary kitchen, with kitchen offices and scullery, has been 
built and fitted with the necessary appliances in connection with the 
male house, the cost and difficulty of conveying cooked food to it from the 
main kitchens at the female house is thus avoided. 

In consequence of the overcrowded condition of the Richmond 
Asylum it was decided, as before explained, to build a second Asylum 
for 1,200 patients, and Portrane Demesne, containing 469 acres, about 
12 miles north of Dublin, was acquired for the purpose. 

Designs were invited for the proposed buildings in a limited com- 
petition, and that of Mr. G. C. Ashlin of Dublin was selected. 

A contract has been entered into for the buildings, which are now 
progressing rapidly. 

The old residence of Portrane has been fitted up and has been 
occupied by male patients since the property was acquired, and three 
blocks of temporary buildings are being erected, adjoining Portrane 
House, which, when completed, will raise the accommodation at this 
place to that required for 324 patients. 
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« it has been necessary to provide kitchen and kitchen offices and District 
stores in connection with these temporary buildings, and suitable Asylums. 
means for warming, ventilating, and lighting them. Blocks Nos. 1 Accommoda- 
and 2 are now in occupation, and Block No. 3 will shortly be tion, &c. 
completed. 

SLIGO ASYLUM. 

The Sligo district comprises the Counties of Sligo and Leitrim, for 
which an Asylum was built in 1855 for 250 patients. 

In 1886 the number of the insane inmates had increased to 414, and 
for the additional number some provision had in the meantime been 
made. The same rate of increase, however, continued, and it became 
necessary to provide further accommodation. 

No improvement had been made in the executive offices since the 
Asylum was first built ; they were consequently very insufficient for 
the increased work of the institution, the drainage is defective and the 
sanitary appliances bad and unsuitable. 

The most economical mode of remedying these defects and of pro- 
viding the additional accommodation required, received the very care- 
ful consideration of both the Governors and the Board of Control, and 
it was finally decided to carry out the following works which are now 
in progress : — 

(1) . To construct a covered passage at the rere of the building by 
means of which direct communication will be secured between each 
ward of the asylum and the dining-liall and executive offices, and thus 
remedy the very serious defect in the original construction which 
rendered it necessary for patients, &c., in remote wards to pass 
through intervening wards to obtain access to the dining-room and 
executive offices, &c. 

By this arrangement it has been practicable to a considerable extent j 
to remodel the interior of the buildings by removing walls and adding 
spaces occupied as corridors and passages to day -rooms and dormitories, 
thus increasing their size and improving the ventilation and aspect. 

(2) . To build new dining-halls, one for males and the other for 
females, also an attendants’ dining-hall ; to add a block to the infirmary 
on the male side ; to build and fit up in a complete manner sanitary 
annexes and bath-rooms in connection with each ward ; to improve 
the kitchen and enlarge the laundry, and provide improved and suit- 
able appliances for both ; to make additions to the stores and work- 
shops ‘ } to convert the old dining-hall into a chapel, and the old chapel 
into rooms for nurses ; to lay down an improved system of drainage, 
and to provide proper appliances for heating and ventilating the 
buildings. 

The sleeping accommodation in this Asylum at present on the scale 
~of floor space fixed is for 330 patients, but the day-rooms, including 
the corridors of 10 feet in width and upwards, is much in excess of 
that required for 330 patients, and it is by making such alterations as 
will admit of this space being redistributed, that much additional 
accommodation is obtained. 

The remodelling of the Asylum is being carried out under the 
direction of Sir Thomas N. Deane and Son, and the works when com- 
plete will provide very excellent accommodation for 524 patients. 
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WATERFORD ASYLUM. 

“The Waterford District comprises the county and city of Water- 
ford, for which an Asylum was built in 1835 to accommodate 100 
patients. 

In 1886, the number of inmates having increased to 309, additions 
were made to the male and female wards for refractory patients, and 
in 1893, the Asylum being again overcrowded, it became necessary to 
provide additional accommodation, and as the laundry, kitchen, stores 
dining-hall and workshops were both insufficient in size and incomplete 
in appliances for the largely increased work, it was considered desirable 
to remodel them, and when doing so to make provision for the increase 
in numbers, which there was reason to anticipate would continue for 
some years. With this view the following works have been either 
completed or are in an advanced state of progress : — 

Two wings with a southern aspect have been added to the Asylum, 
one for males and the other for females ; extensive workshops have 
been provided in connection with the wing on the male side, and work- 
rooms with that on the female side. The wards in these wings are 
provided with very complete bath-rooms and sanitary appliances, and 
are connected by corridors with the executive offices, and the entire of 
these new buildings are heated and ventilated in a very satisfactory 
manner. 

A new mortuary and new farm buildings, with stable, coach-house, 
&c., for the Resident Medical Superintendent, have been built, a new 
boiler-house and chimney stack erected, and boilers supplied sufficient 
for the work of the institution. The Roman Catholic church has been 
enlarged. 

All the foregoing works have been completed in a very satisfactory 
manner, and provide accommodation for 445 patients. 

The further works now in progress, and which it is anticipated will 
be completed before the close of the present year, are as follows : — 

The kitchen and kitchen offices and the laundry are being enlarged 
and fitted with approved modern appliances. A new dining hall and 
stores are being constructed, and a new entrance to them formed to 
divert the traffic of carts, &c., bringing stores to the Asylum from 
passing th rough the grounds allocated for the recreation and use of 
patients. 

It is difficult to describe in a brief report the benefits which will 
result from the remodelling of this Asylum ; but not the least of them 
will be the better aspect and views in day-rooms, obtained by trans- 
ferring patients from rooms with a northern aspect, on which the sun 
never shone, and from which there was no view, to rooms in the new 
wings, having a southern aspect and cheerful views. 

The works at this Asylum are being carried out under the direction 
of Mr. James Ottway, of Waterford. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

The annexed schedule gives in an abstract form much of the informa- 
tion contained in the foregoing report. It shows that the Asylums 
for the lunatic poor were constructed in the first instance to provide 
accommodation for only 4,791 patients ; that in 1886 the number in 
detention had risen to 9,872, and in 1896 to 13,999 ; that since 1886 
works have been either carried out or are now in progress, embracing the 
erection of four new Asylums, and the remodelling and enlargement; 
of nearly all the others, which, when completed, will afford accommoda- 
tion in a very improved form for 16,944 patients. 
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a The estimated cost of the -works necessary to effect this object, District 
and the expenditure on them during the ten years ended 31st Decern- Asylums. 
ber last, is given in the schedule referred to. . . Acccmmoda- 

In reviewing the works that have been carried out, aud their cost, it tion, &c. 
must be borne in mind that a large portion of them were not only ren- 
dered imperatively necessary for the increased number of patients, but 
also for the improved care and treatment of all those previously in 
the Asylums. 

The ad ministrati ves offices provided for an Asylum of limited extent 
were totally inadequate for the largely augmented work consequent on 
the increase in its population, and the remodelling and enlargement of 
such buildings was in some cases as costly as new buildings would have 
been, and all such works as improved drainage and sanitary arrangements, 
water supply, heating and ventilation, fire appliances, installations for 
lighting, etc., were provided for the benefit of all the inmates, and not 
merely for the increase in the number since 1886. 

It is probable that additional day-rooms and dormitories for patients 
will be required ere long at some of these Asylums, and this has not 
been lost sight of in designing recent additions ; but it is not anticipated 
(with perhaps one exception where no improvements have yet been 
carried out) that any extension of the executive and administrative 
offices, drainage, or other works referred to will be required for any 
increase in the Asylum population that can be reasonably anticipated. 

I should here explain that when the works considered necessary for 
the enlargement and improvement of an Asylum are approved by the 
Governors and the Board of Control, it is necessary to obtain the 
authority of the Lord Lieutenant in Council for the proposed expendi- 
ture, and when that, after due inquiry, is given, the funds required 
are procured by loan through the Commissioners of Public Works, 
repayable by the respective Districts in half-yearly instalments extending 
in most cases over a period of fifty years, with interest at the rate of 
three and a half per cent, per annum. An architect is appointed for 
each Asylum, generally on the recommendation of the Board of Gover- 
nors, to prepare the plans and specifications for the works for which 
tenders are invited in open competition, with the exception of supplies 
of special appliances or machinery, for which the competition is limited 
to firms of specialists of repute for such works, and the works are 
carried out under the direction of the architect assisted by a clerk 
of works. 

The necessity during recent years of executing these extensive works 
for the remodelling and enlargement of Asylums has arisen not only 
from the increased, and rapidly increasing, numbers of the insane poor, 
but also to conform with modern ideas as to the proper treatment of 
this class. 

The accommodation in these As 3 'lums when first constructed was 
little better than, and indeed in some respects inferior to, that provided 
for criminals in prisons. They are now being converted into com- 
fortable places of abode in which every necessary provision is made for 
the proper care and treatment of the inmates, and so far as is 
reasonable for their comfort and recreation, and to the influence of 
these attractions may I think be ascribed in no small degree the 
increased population of these institutions.” 
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"PAUPER LUNATIC 
Return showing the increase and improvements in 


now in progress, in those Asylums 


Namb of Asylum. 

When 

built. 

Number 
of Patients 
provided 
for when 
built. 

Number 
of Patients 
Resident on 
1st J anuary 
188C. 

Sleeping 
Accommodation 
in Asylum on 
1st January, 
1886. 

Number 
of Patients 
Rosidcnt on 
20th Nov- 
ember, 1896 


Armagh, 



1824 

160 

273 

258 

463 


Ballinasloe, 



1833 

150 

588 

620 

943 


Belfast, 



1829 

104 

570 

510 

857 


Carlow, 



1832 

104 

285 

250 

365 


Castlebar, 



18C6 

260 

345 

355 

485 


Clonmel, 



1834 

60 

489 

470 

691 


Cork, 



1852 

500 

916 

709 

1,317 


Downpatrick, 



1865 

300 

372 

420 

515 


Ennis, . 



1868 

260 

305 

314 

369 


Enniscorthy, . 



1868 

300 

331 

316 

424 


Kilkenny, 



1852 

152 

278 

290 

370 


Killarney, 



1852 

220 

357 

356 

475 


Letterkenny, . 



1866 

300 

357 

350 

452 


Limerick, 



1827 

150 

475 

500 

605 


Londonderry, 



1829 

120 

338 

320 

416 


Maryborough, 



1833 

104 

307 

318 

439 


Monaghan, 



1869 

340 

473 

480 

718 


Mullingar, 



1855 

300 

502 

430 

710 


Omagh, 



1853 

300 

507 

510 

611 


Bichmond, 



1830 

257 

1,081 

1,100 

1,722 


Sligo, 



1855 

250 

414 

330 

547 


Waterford, 



1835 

100 

309 

300 

401 


Total, 



— 

4,791 

9,872 

9,506 

13,999 



“PAUPER LUNATIC 


Name of Asylum. 

When 

built. 

Number 
of Patieuta 
provided 
for when 
built, 

Sleeping 

Accommodation 

which will be 
available on 
Completion of 
Works now in 
progress. 





Antrim, 

1896 

400 

400 

Londonderry, , 

_ 

GOO 

600 

Portrano (Temporary Buildings), 

1896 

324 

324 ) 

Portrane (Permanent Buildings), 

1897 

1,200* 

1,200 ) 

Purdysbum (Belfast), 

- 

800 

800 

Total, 

- 

3,324 

3,324 
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District 

Asylums, 


ASYLUMS, IRELAND. 

accommodation provided between 1886 and 1896, or 
which were built previous to 1895.” 


Accommoda- 
tion, &c. 


Remarks. 


The estimated cost includes £6,133 for purchase of land 
130 of the 857 patients are accommodated at Purdys- 
burn House. 


Works complete. 

The estimated cost includes £1,100 for purchase of land. 


Works complete. The estimated cost includes £507 
for purchase of land. 

The estimated cost includes £580 for purchase of land. 
The estimated cost includes £180 for purchase of land. 


The estimated cost includes £3,700 for purchase of land. 


The estimated cost includes £1,900 for purchase of land 
The estimated cost includes £4,770 for purchase of 
land, and £1,030 for purchase of County Infirmary. 
The estimated cost does not include the farm block. 
The estimated cost includes £1,992 for purchase of land. 
The estimated coBt includes £4,850 for purchase of land. 


The estimated cost includes £2,423 for purchase of land. 


ASYLUMS, IRELAND. 

Asylums which have been built since 1895, or are now in progress. 


Estimated 


Total Coit 
of Works 
executed, 
and of those 
now in 
progress. 


Expenditure 
to 1st 
January, 
1897. 


Remarks. 


Tho Antrim patients are at present accommodated in Belfast 
Asylum it, 942 was expended on purchase ol land. 

A site has hcen obtained and plans aro being prepared. A Bum 
of £11,000 has been paid for land. 

Tho sum of £10,000 was paid for Portrano Demesne. 

''G&8SESSBSB3S& 


110,000 

121,000 


38,000 

6,251 


152,000 


97,488 
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Sleeping 
Accommo- 
dation which 
will bo 
available on 
Completion of 
Works now 
in progress. 

Estimated 
Total Cost 
of Works 
exeoutod 
sinoo 1886, 
and of those 
now in 
progress. 

Expen- 
diture 
from 1st 
January, 
887, to 1st 
January, 
1897. 

408 

£ 

43,900 

£ 

37,211 

1,004 

67,030 

23,954 

610 

650 

647 

426 

29,300 

14,890 

409 

22,800 

16,469 

621 

15,900 

15,770 

1,173 

71,719 

57,008 

581 

16,920 

12,532 

314 

2,041 

2,041 

476 

21,000 

5,891 

420 

36,500 

18,100 

556 

24,100 

19,942 

610 

36,375 

28,628 

685 

25,195 

3,745 

320 

6,784 

6,784 

C23 

43,700 

32,608 

807 

25,900 

18,111 

614 

64,427 

54,878 

796 

37,648 

9,824 

1,398 

70,670 

53,492 

524 

25,600 

833 

445 

40,030 

27,089 

13,620 

727,189 

460,447 


District 

Asylums. 

Staff. 


Criminal 

Asylum. 


Alterations 
and improve- 
ments. 
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STAFF. 

We regret to report the death of Dr. Myles, who was for over 
eight years the Medical Superintendent of the Kilkenny Asylum, 
and discharged the duties with marked efficiency and zeal. Your 
Excellency was pleased to fill the vacancy by the promotion of 
Dr. West, the Assistant Medical Officer of the Omagh Asylum. 


THE STATE CRIMINAL ASYLUM. 

The Criminal Asylum at Dundrum, maintained by the State 
for the care of persons charged with offences and acquitted on the 
ground of insanity, or found insane on arraignment ; and for con- 
victs who have become insane whilst in prison, is managed under 
our immediate supervision. It is gratifying to report that the year 
has passed without any suicide, serious accident, or escape. The 
general health of the institution has been excellent : no epidemic 
has appeared ; and the mortality has been, as usual, very low. 

The structural alterations which have been in progress for some 
time past on the male side are now almost completed. They 
were carried out principally with a view of converting the 
dormitories into single rooms, as it was found by experience that 
with the class of patients detained in the institution, separate 
accommodation tended more to their safe custody, and to the 
better order and discipline of the establishment. Similar 
alterations had already been carried out on the female side. 

The raising of the boundary wall, recommended by the various 
Commissions which reported on the requirements of the establish- 
ment, is being carried out in sections. 

The report of our inspection will be found in Appendix B, 
together with the annual report of the Resident Physician and 
Governor. From these reports it will be seen that various works 
are still required. The most urgent are a system of general 
heating, and the improvement of the laundry. 

The gradual increase of the number of patients on the male side 
will necessitate further structural additions. It will, therefore, bo 
necessary, at an early date, to decide how these can be best 
carried out. It has been suggested that an additional wing, with 
a sufficient number of single rooms, and attendants’ quarters, 
should be built. 
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PERSONS OF UNSOUND MIND IN WORKHOUSES. 

The number of pauper lunatics in workhouses and workhouse WoEiracrosBr. 
infirmaries in Ireland on the 1st January, 1896 (excluding those 
maintained under the provisions of the 9th section of the Act 38 
and 39 Vic., cap. 67), was 4,112, of whom 1,724 were males and 
2,388 females. On the 1st January, 1897, the total number was 
3,992, of whom 1,636 were males and 2,356 females, showing a 
decrease of 120 during the year. 

This decrease is undoubtedly duo to the transfer of these Onus* of 
lunatic inmates to tho already overcrowded asylums. Having m 

regard, however, to the very unsatisfactory arrangements in 
workhouses for the caro of this helpless class, and the unwilling- 
ness of the Guardians in many Unions to take, under existing 
circumstances, any steps to improve their condition, transmission 
to the asylum was the only course open, where the patients had 
become troublesome, or required special supervision. 


The following changes have taken place amongst the inmates 
of the institution during the year : — . 


— 

Males. 

Females, 

Total. 

Remaining on 1st January, 1896, . i 

140 

23 

163 

Admitted during tho Year 1896, ; 5 

23 

1 

27 

Total under treatment during Year, 

163 

27 

190 

Discharged recovered, 5 i . 

i 

1 

8 

improved, i 5 ; 

0 

1 

7 

unimproved, \ » 

i 

2 

6 

Died, 

i 

- 

I 

Escaped, •««»«. 

- 

- 

- 

Remaining on 1st January, 1897, 

145 

20] 

165 


Of the admissions, 19 were found insane on arraignment, or 
acquitted on the ground of insanity, and were ordered to be de- 
tained during Your Excellency’s pleasure ; and 8 were convicts 
transferred from prison. Of the discharges, it will be seen from 
Table VI., Appendix B, that 4 were sent back to prison; 4 were 
banded over to the care of friends ; and 13 were transferred to the 
Asylums of their native districts, on the completion of their 
sentences. 
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Workhouses The very excellent provision made in many of the poorhouses 
throughout Scotland is an example of how far these establish- 
ments may he rendered suitable homes for the lunatic poor; and 
we trust that at no very distant date, equally effective measures 
will be taken for the care and nursing of the insane inmates of 
Irish workhouses, by providing suitable persons to take charge 
of them ; and to nurse them when sick. 

Canaad treat- ® ur re P orts on the lunatic wards of the workhouses visited by 
us will be found in Appendix F. Unfortunately, we have not 
hitherto been able to report favourably on the care bestowed on 
the inmates of these institutions, some of whom almost need the 
care and treatment of a fully equipped asylum ; but — although 
the Local Government Board has, in every instance, urged our 
recommendations on the several Boards of Guardians — the attend- 
ance on the insane is still left in the hands of pauper inmates, 
who are ignorant and untrained, and do not pay sufficient attention 
to cleanliness. In almost all cases the provision for the nursing 
of the sick, and for the exercise and recreation of the able-bodied, 
is most unsatisfactory. 

Operation of The following Table shows the number of the insane boarded 
cpTer.Ztb. out under the 9th section of the Act 38 & 39 Vic., cap. 67, 
under contract between the Governors of their respective 
asylums and the Poor Law Guardians : — 


Contracting Asylum. 

Workhouse. 

Number of Patients maintained 
on 31st December, 1890. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Belfast, 

Ballymena, 

56 

66 

112 

Ennis, . 

Ennis, . 

14 

— 

14 

Londonderry, 

( Londonderry, . 

2 


2 

\ 

(. Limavady, 


5 

5 

Total, 


72 

61 

133 


As we have stated in previous reports, we cannot report favour- 
ably on the condition of the insane transferred under this 
section. 


At Ballymena, owing to the overcrowding of the Belfast 
asylum, the numbers for whom the original contract was made 
had to be increased. In this establishment the wards set apart 
for this class are fairly good, but the arrangements in other 
respects are very defective ; the supply of furniture in the wards 
is scanty ; and there is an absence of all those surroundings for 
the comfort and amusement of the inmates so generally found in 
modem asylums. 
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At Ennis the patients in the workhouse under contract with Woskhousus 

the asylum Governors are now reduced to fourteen. Their 

condition is very far from satisfactory, as the accommodation is 
overcrowded, dark, and dreary — whilst the inmates are generally 
found wandering about the yard, untidy and slovenly in their 
persons. The Guardians of this union are anxious to terminate 
their contract, and refuse to make any further provision for the 
insane, whilst the Governors of the asylum, waiting for legisla- 
tion on the subject, object to taking any steps to enlarge their 
Institution. 


We have the honour to he, 

Your Excellency’s obedient servants, 

GEORGE PLUNKETT O'FARRELL, 
E. MAZIERE COURTENAY, 

Inspectors of Lunatics and Commissioners of Control. 


[The Report 
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THE REPORT 

OF THE 

INSPECTORS OF LUNATICS (IRELAND) 

ON 

THE HOUSES LICENSED UNDER 5 and 6 VIC., CAP. 123, 
AND LUNATIC HOSPITALS, 

FOE THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1890. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE HENRY, EARL 
CADOGAN, K.G., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, 
AND 

TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE EDWARD, BARON 
ASHBOURNE, 

LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND. 


The 35th section of the Act 5 and 6 Viet., cap. 123, requires the 
Inspectors General of Prisons, as Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums, 
to report annually to the Lord Lieutenant, and to the Lord 
Chancellor, on the state and condition of the Private Asylums. 
This duty was transferred to the Inspectors of Lunatics by the 
23rd section of the Act 8 and 9 Viet., cap. 107. Your Lordship, 
as Lord Chancellor, has signified Your approval that our report 
under that section dealing with the state and condition of the 
several houses licensed under the Private Asylums Act, and the 
care of the patients therein, shall be accepted as a fulfilment of 
the requirements just referred to. We have therefore the honour 
of addressing this portion of our report, together with Appendix 
C, and the latter part of Appendix F, to both Your Excellency 
and Your Lordship. 

In Ireland accommodation for the insane who are able to 
contribute towards their maintenance is provided : — 

(1.) In licensed houses, of which there are thirteen. 

(2.) In establishments, which may be denominated lunatic 
hospitals. These establishments are not kept for 
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profit, and were originally endowed by private in- Phivate 
dividuals. Of these there are four, viz. : — St. Patrick’s A sylv mb. 
Hospital (Dean Swift’s) ; Bloomfield (the Friend’s 
Retreat) ; the Stewart Institution ; and St. Vincent’s 
(Fairview). 

(8.) A certain number of private patients whe are able to 
contribute only small sums towards their maintenance 
are received into District Asylums. 

From year to year we have to point out how inadequate the a 

provision for the care of the insane paying low rates of board tionforpcrao " ns 
continues to be. Having regard to the limited distribution of of limited 
wealth in this country, the number of the insane able to contribute means - 
liberally to houses kept for profit must be small — the greater 
number of the middle class insane being in a position to pay little 
more than the cost of their maintenance. It is unfortunate that 
this latter class should have to seek refuge in the District Asylums, 
where they take up accommodation provided for the poor, and 
lmve there to associate with persons below them in social position 
and education. Furthermore, there is always a temptation to 
retain such cases, instead of discharging them, to make room for the 
destitute poor. In this connection we have from year to year to 
express regret at the limited number of endowed institutions, and 
the small funds at their disposal for providing for the care of the 
afflicted who, once in better circumstances, are now able to 
contribute little or nothing towards their support. 

On the other hand, having regard to the limited means at Diminution of 
the disposal of the majority of those seeking asylum care in this ™““ s liceDMi 
country, the gradual diminution from year to year of the smaller 0U3es ' 
licensed houses is not a subject regarding which we can express 
regret. Such houses, licensed for a small number of patients, 
paying low rates of board, are, in some cases, kept by persons 
whose limited capital requires an immediate and substantial 
return, and these Asylums can therefore only bo maintained by 
limiting the comforts, and even the requirements of the insane 
inmates. 

We trust that, in any future legislation, power will be given to Separate 
local authorities to provide, in connection with, but entirely 
separate from District Asylums, accommodation for the insane patients in 
paying low rates of hoard. It is only in this way that we can connection 
hope provision will be made in this country for this class . of 10 

lunatics. At the same time we would not suggest the abolition recommended, 
of all private asylums. High-class licensed houses will always 
he preferred by the wealthy, and if not found to provide excellent 
treatment, they will very soon die out from want of patients. 

We may point out that the Act (5 and G Vic., cap. 123) for the Legislation, 
regulation of Private Asylums in this country, having been 
enacted so many years ago, does not contain many of the 
provisions for the better protection of the insane treated in these 
Institutions, and for the regulation of these establishments which 
would he provided under more modem legislation. Especially do 
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these remarks apply to the chartered and endowed lunatic hospitals, 
as under the existing Act (section 49), these institutions are even 
exempted from many of the regulations in force in licensed houses 
— regulations all more or less usefulfor the protection of the insane, 
and tending to satisfy public opinion as to the proper management 
of these establishments, The new English Lunacy Act lays down 
stringent regulations for the management of such lunatic hospitals. 


Under these regulations : — 

(I.) Every hospital must have a resident medical officer in 
charge. 

(2.) The hospital must be approved and registered by the 
Commissioners in Lunacy, with the sanction of the 
Home Secretary, before patients can be received. 

(3.) Regulations for the management of the hospital must 
be drawn up and approved of. 

(4.) The accounts must be audited and printed. 


In any future legislation dealing with lunacy in this country 
we cannot but think that similar enactments should be introduced 
for the management of all such establishments for the treatment 
of the insane not kept for profit. 


On the 1st January, 1897, the number of patients resident in 
licensed houses and lunatic hospitals was 676, of whom 318 were 
males and 358 females, showing an increase of 13 patients during 
the year. 


The following changes have taken place : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Number resident on the 1st January, 189G, 

805 

858 

G63 

Admitted dui ing 189G, .... 

104 

90 

194 

Discharged, do. 

68 

65 

133 

Died, do. .... 

22 

25 

47 

Escaped, do. 

1 

- 

1 

Remaining on the 1st January, 1897, . 

318 

858 

676 


A list of these institutions is given in Table IX., Appendix C. 
The statistics will be found in that Appendix, and our reports in 
Appendix F. From these reports it will be seen that, while a 
certain amount of improvement has been made in these establish- 
ments, many of them are still much behind similar institutions 
in other countries. 
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The following table shows the admissions each year since 1880, 
distinguishing cases of first attack from relapsed cases : — 


YEARS. 

First 

Admission. 

Not First 
Admission. 

Total 

Admitted. 

1880, . • 



130 

36 

166 

1881, . • 



122 

23 

145 

1882, . • 



127 

46 

173 

1883, • • 



103 

32 

135 

1884, . . 



120 

36 

162 

1885, . • 



130 

86 

172 

1886, . . 



101 

40 

141 

1887, . • 



139 

48 

187 

1888, . ■ 



108 

83 

146 

1889, . • 



129 

80 

165 

1890, . • 



118 

29 

147 

1891, . • 



132 

85 

167 

1892, . . 



115 

45 

160 

1893, . • 



122 

88 

160 

1894, . • 



123 

89 

162 

1895, . . 



137 

41 

178 

1896, 



134 

60 

194 


Private 

Asylums. 

Admissions 


It would appecar that the total admissions for 1896 are the 
highest of the series of years shown in the Table, but the increase 
has taken place entirely in the re-admissions. 

We now refer in detail to matters worthy of notice affecting 
individual houses : — 

Armagh Retreat— Since the present proprietor, Dr. Allen, Armagh 
has come to reside in the Institution, we are glad to see that clrea • 
efforts are being made to modernise the old house. The male 
sitting-rooms, however, require to be made more attractive. 

Belmont Park. — This Institution is managed by a Religious Belmont Park. 
Order, who personally take charge of the patients. It was 
formerly a private mansion, and possesses handsome and 
extensive grounds. The old house has been remodelled to render 
it suitable for the insane, and it is proposed to add to it. At the 
present time various sanitary improvements are required, and we 
trust they will shortly be carried out. The establishment is 
devoted entirely to the care of male patients, who, on the last 
visit, numbered thirty-nine. 

Course Lodge. — As regards this licensed house, we are not Course Lodge, 
satisfied with the suitability of the accommodation for the care 
and treatment of acute cases, and we have urged on the 
magistrates that they should not renew the licence except on the 
undertaking that quiet and harmless cases only would be received. 

Elm Lawn. — We are satisfied with the care bestowed on the Elm Ea wn. 
ladies who are resident in this house. They are all of the 
harmless chronic class. 
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Far nh am 
House and 
Maryville. 


Glenside. 


JSZ MaryviMe “fi 

t0 thC comfort “doLtentmenUf 
^ie^aacT’ ^ reS * n *’ 


Hampstead 
and High Held 


Hartfield and 
Verville. 


Lindville. 


excellent order, comfortably 1 Md tJiy foSS 16 " 1 * a ‘' e “ 

“ssr.xi- 

dining and sitting-rooms occupied by the patients. " 


House of St. 
John of God 




Woodbine ’ 
Lod<re 


very Zch in extenfdu in tr Thi ': has leased 

licensed for 95 pat ents g H v- 1,asfc few / eara - aad & now 
the institutibnl the W'numw' 1 ^ 5^- t0 th f size ° f 
cases under treatment we have fr™ ad “ lssl ? ns » and of acute 
Reverend Prior the necess.'tv r Pre< 3 uen .tly impressed on the 
Medical Officer He W> ? ,°? e a PP 0lntme nt of a Resident 
appointed aTsoon as the " ndertalcen to have such an officer 
suitable quarters will be provide <Tfo? V com P le * ed ' in which 
improvements and additions 1 f i hl “' ' an ous structural 
establishment dul^tt pit vlar a" ^ oufc in tlie 
provide sitting-rooms and dmin/mon, ^ “ ew Wln & which will 

a very excellent laundry Ho rooms ' Ji * ln course of erection; 
bath-room. The institution ^ ^ C0 *?P* eted > and also a large 
Of St. John of QoTandTts Chvf 7 Order 
staff of the establishment * practically constitute the 


only, allhTrmLTand chronicles' 1 wh^atm h Y h *}" 

SSL Z e o house ’ 

»,» for fc — « 


St. Putrick’s 
Hospital. 


St. Pathick’s Hospttat 1 

institution the nnlv aIt, i a . . very old and celebrated 

*° * noS Jg&gst StiV" 

cannot but regret that f L r P ° nt °? 4 flom y ear to year, we 
extending the^resources aT tlmir mm™ ^ ? e . la y° d ^ in 
establishment better suited for th mand - and 111 rendering their 
insane. We havTeiTessed the n “° de ^ tr f atment of the 
country residence whei a tl • °P lmon that by obtaining a 
change of air D fh « mlV t 1 -" ??- tlellts could he transferred for 
g of air, the great objection to the position of the old 
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hospital, surrounded as it is by buildings, would be removed. Pmxate 
F urther we have suggested various improvements, inside and — 
outside the establishment, which we trust the governing body 
will take into consideration. 

Bloomfield, classed as a charitable hospital under the 40th Bloomfield, 
section of the Act 5 and 6 Vic., cap 123, was originally founded 
by the Society of Friends, and at one time was reserved for the care 
of members of that persuasion. It now affords accommodation 
for paying patients of all creeds and both sexes. When last 
visited it contained 1 7 gentlemen and 21 ladies. . A new semi- 
detached block has been erected, for ladies. This will provide 
excellent accommodation, and will allow the north wing to be 
entirely given up for the use of the male patients. This wing, 
however, stands in need of improvement, especially as regards the 
sleeping accommodation in the basement. 

St. Vincent’s Institution.— This institution is maintained as sl Vincent's 
a charitable hospital under the 49th section of the Act 5 and 6 
Vic., cap. 123. On the last visit it contained 102 ladies, who are 
nursed principally by a community of nuns. . These ladies, devote 
their time and energies to the welfare of the insane committed to 
their care. Extensive structural additions are being made, which 
will add much to the usefulness of the establishment. A detached 
hospital is almost completed, and it is proposed afterwards to 
improve the accommodation for the more troublesome patients. 

The Stewart Institution. — This establishment devoted Stewart.^ 
principally to the care and maintenance of imbecile children, is 
classified as a charitable hospital. It contains accommodation for 
a certain number of private patients of both sexes., and here a 
number of the insane who were transferred from the Richmond cells 
and maintained at the cost of the State, have been kept for many 
years. These have now, by the hand of time, been reduced 
in number to one man and three women. The institution is 
beautifully placed on a site overlooking the Liffey. When last 
visited the insane under care numbered 26 males and 28 females. 

Extensive structural additions are being made for the imbecile 
children, and when these are completed more room will be found 
for private patients. 

We have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s and Your Lordship's 
Obedient Servants, 

GEORGE PLUNKETT O’FARRELL, 

E. MAZIERE COURTENAY, 

Inspectors of Lunatics 
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Table II.— Showing admissions to District and Private Asylums in 
each of the years from 1881 to 1896. 



District Asylums. 

Private Asylums and 
Institutions for tiie Insane. 

Years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

TotaL 

1881, . 

1,306 

1,196 

2,502 

61 

84 

145 

1882, . 

1,437 

1,208 

2,645 

89 

84 

178 

1883, . 

1,455 

1,249 

2,704 

58 

77 

135 

1884, . 

1,519 

1,217 

2,736 

76 

86 

162 

1885, . 

1 1,476 

1,374 

2,850 

91 

81 

172 

1886, . 

1,531 

1,215 

2,746 

69 

72 

141 

1887, . . . ' 

1,658 

1,305 

2,863 

86 

102 

187 

1888, . 

1,613 1 

1,308 

2,821 

75 

71 

146 

1889, . 

1,491 

1,465 

2,956 

86 

79 

165 

1890, . 

1,643 

1,452 

3,095 

77 

70 

147 

AVERAGE NUMBER 
of admissions du- I 
ring the 10 tears r 
from 1881-1890. j 

1,493 

1,299 

2,792 

77 

80 

157 

1891, . 

1,658 

1,352 

3,010 

92 

75 

167 

1892, . 

1,733 

1,448 

3,181 

81 

79 

160 

1893, . 

1,735 

1,472 

3,207 

77 

83 

160 

1894, . 

1,726 

1,503 

3,229 

91 

71 

162 

1895, . 

1,754 

1,462 

3,216 

97 

81 

178 

1896, . 

1,815 

1,514 

3,329 

104 

90 

194 


Table III.— Showing the number of “Government Patients” in the 
Stewart Institution on the 31st December of each year, from 1880 to 


1896. 


Years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Years. 

MalcB. 

Females. 

Total. 

1880, 

4 

16 

20 

1889, 

2 

5 

7 

1881, 

4 

14 

18 

1890, . 

1 

6 

6 

1882, 

4 

12 

16 

1891, . 

1 

4 

5 

1883, . 

3 

9 

12 

1892, 

1 

4 

5 

1884, 

8 

9 

12 

1893, 

1 

4 

5 

1885, 

3 

6 

9 

1894, 

1 

3 

4 

1886, 

3 

6 

9 

1895, 

1 

3 

4 

1887, 

3 

5 

8 

1896, 

1 

3 

4 

1888, 

3 

6 

8 
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Table II.— Showing for each District Asylum the Number of Patients 
remaining on 31st December, 1895, and also the Number remaining 
on 31st December, 1896, together with the Daily Average Number 
resident during the Tear 1896. 




Number op 


Counties 

Patients 

ASYLUMS. 

comprised in 

REMAINING ON 

present Distriots. 

31st December, 
1895. 


Armagh, 
Ballinasloe, . 


Castlebar, . 
Clonmel, 

Cork, 

Downpatrick, 

Ennis, . 

Enniscorthy, 

Kilkenny, . 

Killarney, 

Letterkenny, 

Limerick, 

Londonderry, 

Maryborough, 


Sligo, , 
Waterford, 


( Galway, Co.) 
] and Town. > 
( Roscommon,) 

Antrim, . 

Belfast City, 

Carrickfer- 
gus Town,. 

( Carlow, . ) 

{ Kildare, . ) 

. Mayo, 

. Tipperary, . 

. Cork, Co. and 
City. 

. Down, . 


Kilkenny, Co. 

and City. 
Kerry, . 


Limerick, Co. 

and City. 
Londonderry, 
Co. and City. 
King’s and 
Queen’s. 
Monaghan, ) 

Cavan, . j 

Longford, 

Meath, . 

Westmeath, . 

Fermanagh, ) 

, Tyrone, . J 

Dublin, Co. 

and City. 
Wicklow, 


Drogheda 1 
[ Town. J 

C Leitrim, . ) 

l Sligo, . j 

. Watorford, Co. 
and City. 


Number of 
Patients 
remaining on 
31st December, 
1896. 


232 

226 

458 

660 

375 

935 

498 

861 

859 

194 

169 

863 

294 

186 

480 

364 

342 

696 

690 

668 

1,358 

293 

260 

553 

202 

167 

369 

262 

178 

430 

199 

180 

379 

263 

210 

473 

310 

151 

461 

305 

301 

606 

243 

209 

452 

245 

200 

445 

396 

324 

720 

430 

282 

712 

823 

286 

608 

861 

867 

1,728 

321 

225 

546 

216 

195 

410 

7,680 

6,301 

14,041 


Daily Arorago 
Number resident 
during 1896. 


221 222 443 


196 166 861 


292 183 

361 840 


840 691 

646 1.316 


268 203 
293 146 
299 296 
234 204 


Note.— T he figures in this, and 
Ennis, and Lopdonderry, Patients 
Vic.,c. 67, 


E 
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Table III— Showing for each District Asylum the Number of 

and also the Number remaining 


A8YLUMB, 


Admissions. 

Discharms. 

First 

Admissions. 

Not First 
Admissions. 

Total 

Admitted. 

Reoorered. 

Reliersd. 

Not 

Improred. 



M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

u. 

r. 

T. 

M. 

». 

T. 


Armagh, . 

45 

27 

72 

10 

4 

14 

65 

31 

86 

17 

17 

34 

7 

_ 

7 





Ballinasloe, 

9*3 

67 

163 

31 

18 

49 

127 

76 

202 

62 

35 

97 

6 

4 

9 





Belfast, . 

114 

98 

212 

29 

32 

61 

143 

130 

273 

63 

71 

134 

24 

19 

43 

1 

1 



Carlow, . 

25 

25 

50 

10 

11 

SI 

36 

36 

71 

20 

12 

32 

3 

10 

13 

_ 

_ 



Castlebar, 

66 

44 

110 

5 

5 

10 

71 

49 

120 

33 

16 

49 

6 

2 

8 

2 

1 



Clonmel, . 

45 

38 

83 

9 

9 

18 

54 

47 

101 

26 

21 

47 

6 

3 

9 

. 




Cork 

125 

111 

236 

30 

26 

55 

155 

136 

291 

51 

40 

91 

7 

4 

11 

4 

2 



Downpatrick, . 

44 

49 

93 

13 

22 

36 

57 

71 

128 

23 

82 

65 

6 

6 

12 

2 

2 

4 


Ennis, 

86 

29 

66 

26 

14 

40 

62 

43 

105 

30 

21 

61 

3 

1 

4 

28 

8 



Enniscorthy, . 

81 

27 

58 

10 

19 

29 

41 

46 

87 

19 

23 

42 

4 

6 

10 





Kilkenny, 

26 

26 

62 

5 

4 

9 

31 

30 

61 

7 

6 

18 

5 

2 

7 





Killarney, 

51 

48 

99 

13 

17 

30 

64 

65 

129 

27 

18 

45 

10 

10 

SO 





Letterkenny, . 

49 

46 

96 

23 

13 

36 

72 

69 

131 

16 

17 

33 

10 

7 

17 


1 

1 


Limerick, 

m 

E 

m 

14 

Hi 



m 

114 

22 

14 

36 

5 

6 

11 

1 

1 

3 


Londonderry, . 

49 

30 

79 

13 

5 

18 

62 

35 

97 

22 

9 

31 

2 

4 

6 





Maryborough, 

63 

39 

92 

15 

16 

31 

68 

65 

123 

24 

15 

39 

12 

14 

26 





Monaghan, 

6S 

63 

132 

25 

22 

47 

94 

85 

179 

29 

33 

62 

8 

5 

13 

9 

7 

16 


Mullingar, 

86 

63 

149 

20 

16 

36 

106 

79 

185 

42 

30 

72 

8 

3 

11 

3 

5 

8 


Omagh, . 

64 

64 

128 

S3 

18 

46 

97 

77 

174 

55 

31 

86 

13 

3 

15 





Richmond, 

181 

160 

344 

62 

48 

100 

236 

208 

444 

69 

42 

111 

33 

60 

83 

10 

0 

16 


Sligo 

64 

44 

98 

24 

14 

38 

78 

58 

136 

20 

20 

40 

6 

8 

14 

3 

_ 

3 


Waterford, 

31 

41 

72 

10 

10 

20 

41 

61 

92 

21 

16 

37 

- 

3 

8 

- 

- 

- 


Total, 

,393 

1,171 

2,664 

422 

343 

765 

,815 

,614 

9,329 

698 

639 

,237 

183 

169 

352 

63 

34 

97 
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Admissions, Discharges, Deaths, and Escapes during the Year 1896, 
at the close thereof. 



Deaths. 



scapcB. 

Number of 
Patients 
remaining on 
31st Dco.,1896. 

Asylums. 

Total 

Discharged. 






Ordinary. 

By 

Accident. 

By 

Suioide. 

Total 

Deaths. 

u. 

P. 

T. 


p. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

N. 

P. 

T. 

M. 

r 

T. 

M. 

r 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 


24 

17 

41 

11 

10 

21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

10 

21 

- 

- 

- 

232 

226 

468 

Armagh. 

67 

39 

106 

82 

33 

65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

32 

33 

65 

1 

- 

1 

660 

376 

936 

Ballinasloe. 

88 

91 

179 

27 

17 

44 

- 

- 

- 

•- 

- 

- 

27 

17 

44 

1 

- 

1 

498 

361 

869 

Belfast. 

23 

22 

45 

16 

12 

27 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

16 

12 

28 

- 

- 

- 

194 

169 

363 

Carlow. 

41 

19 

60 

19 

21 

40 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

21 

40 

- 

- 

- 

294 

186 

480 

Castlebar. 

32 

24 

56 

8 

17 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

17 

25 

- 

- 

- 

354 

342 

690 

Clonmel. 

62 

46 

108 

36 

47 

83 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

37 

47 

84 

- 

- 

- 

690 

668 

1,358 

Cork. 

31 

40 

71 

11 

24 

36 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

24 

36 

1 

- 

1 

293 

260 

653 

Downpatrick. 

61 

30 

91 

11 

10 

21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

10 

21 

- 

~ 

- 

202 

167 

369 

Ennis. 

23 

29 

52 

10 

0 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

9 

19 

- 

- 

- 

252 

178 

430 

Enniscorthy. 

12 

8 

20 

11 

6 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

6 

17 

- 

- 

- 

199 

180 

379 

Kilkenny. 

37 

28 

65 

26 

10 

42 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 

16 

42 

- 

- 

- 

263 

210 

473 

Killarnoy. 

20 

25 

61 

20 

25 

45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

25 

45 

- 

- 

- 

310 

161 

461 

Letterkonny. 

28 

21 

49 

19 

15 

34 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

15 

34 

- 

- 

- 

305 

801 

606 

Limerick. 

24 

13 

37 

15 

18 

33 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

18 

83 

- 

- 

- 

243 

209 

452 

Londonderry. 

36 

29 

65 

12 

19 

31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

19 

31 

- 

- 

- 

245 

200 

446 

Maryborough. 

46 

45 

91 

22 

20 

42 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22 

20 

42 

- 

- 


396 

324 

720 

Monaghan. 

63 

38 

91 

14 

21 

35 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

15 

21 

36 

1 

- 

1 

430 

282 

712 

Mullingar. 

68 

33 

101 

32 

31 

63 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

32 

31 

63 

1 

1 

2 

823 

286 

608 

Omagh. 

112 

98 

210 

71 

57 

128 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

73 

68 

131 

2 

- 

2 

861 

867 

1,728 

Richmond. 

29 

28 

57 

23 

13 

36 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


23 

13 

36 

- 

- 

- 

321 

226 

646 

Sligo. 

21 

19 

40 

21 

13 

34 

" 

- 

- 

" 

“ 

- 

21 

13 

34 


" 

' 

216 

196 

410 

Waterford. 

944 

742 

,686 

466 

464 

920 

2 

1 

3 

3 

- 

3 

471 

456 

926 

7 

1 

8 

7,680 

6,361 

14,041 

Total. 


E 2 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 









52 Appendix to Forty-sixth Report on District, Criminal, [App. A, 


Table IV.— Showing for each District Asylum the Number of Oases 
admitted, recovered, and under treatment during the Year 1896, aa 
compared with the Number of Pebsons admitted, recovered, and 
under treatment. 


AsytuMs. 


Rbcovbrikb. 

Undm Trbatmxnt. 



Casoa. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persona. 



M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

r. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

N. 

f. 

" 

T. 


f. 

T. 

u. 

F. 

T. 

Armagh, 


65 

31 

88 

53 

31 

84 

17 

17 

34 

16 

17 

33 

267 

253 

520 

265 

253 

518 

Ballinasloe, 


127 

75 

202 

124 

74 

198 

62 

35 

97 

61 

35 

96 

660 

447 

1,107 

657 

446 

1,103 

Belfast, 


143 

130 

273 

138 

126 

264 

63 

71 

134 

62 

69 

131 

614 

469 

1,083 

609 

465 

1,074 

Carlow, 


35 

36 

71 

33 

33 

66 

20 

12 

32 

20 

11 

31 

233 

203 

436 

231 

200 

431 

Castlebar, . 


71 

49 

120 

70 

48 

118 

33 

16 

49 

33 

16 

49 

354 

226 

580 

853 

225 

678 

Clonmel, 


54 

47 

101 

54 

46 

100 

26 

21 

47 

26 

21 

47 

394 

383 

777 

393 

882 

775 

Cork, . 


155 

136 

291 

162 

134 

286 

51 

40 

91 

60 

40 

90 

789 

761 

1,650 

785 

759 

1,644 

Downpatrick, 


57 

71 

128 

57 

68 

126 

23 

32 

65 

23 

SO 

63 

336 

324 

660 

334 

318 

652 

Ennis, . 


G2 

43 

105 

62 

42 

104 

30 

21 

51 

29 

20 

49 

274 

207 

481 

267 

206 

473 

Enniscorthy, 


41 

46 

87 

40 

45 

85 

18 

23 

42 

18 

22 

40 

285 

216 

601 

284 

216 

490 

Kilkenny, . 


31 

30 

61 

31 

30 

61 

7 

6 

IS 

7 

6 

13 

222 

194 

416 

222 

194 

416 

Killarney, . 


64 

66 

129 

61 

63 

124 

27 

18 

45 

27 

18 

45 

326 

254 

680 

323 

252 

675 

Letterkonny, 


72 

59 

131 

70 

67 

127 

16 

17 

33 

16 

17 

33 

366 

201 

657 

354 

199 

563 

Limerick, . 


66 

48 

114 

GG 

48 

114 

22 

14 

36 

22 

14 

36 

352 

337 

689 

348 

336 

684 

Londonderry, 


62 

36 

97 

61 

35 

96 

22 

9 

31 

22 

9 

31 

282 

240 

622 

281 

240 

521 

Maryborough, 


68 

55 

123 

68 

56 

123 

24 

15 

39 

24 

15 

39 

293 

248 

641 

278 

232 

610 

Monaghan, . 


94 

85 

179 

90 

82 

172 

29 

33 

62 

29 

33 

62 

464 

389 

853 

400 

386 

646 

Mullingar, 


106 

79 

185 

105 

76 

181 

42 

30 

72 

42 

28 

70 

499 

341 

840 

498 

338 

836 

Omagh, 


97 

77 

174 

93 

76 

169 

55 

31 

86 

65 

30 

85 

424 

360 

774 

420 

349 

769 

Bichmond, 

• 

236 

208 

444 

232 

207 

439 

69 

42 

111 

69 

41 

110 

1,048 

1,023 

2,071 

1,038 

1,016 

2,053 

Sligo, . 


78 

58 

136 

73 

67 

130 

20 

20 

40 

20 

19 

39 

373 

266 

639 

366 

263 

629 

Waterford, . 


41 

61 

92 

40 

49 

89 

21 

1G 

37 

21 

16 

37 

257 

227 

484 

256 

225 

481 

Total, . 

_ 

1815 

1514 

j 




698 

539 

1,237 

692 

527 

1,219 

9,102 

7,559 

16661 

9,022 

7,498 

16,520 
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I ABLE VI. — Showing length of Residence in District Asylums of 
the Patients who were discharged Recovered during the 
Tear 1896, and also of those who Died. 


Length or Residence. 

Recovered. 

Died. 

Males. 

Jpomalos 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

Under 1 

month, 

1 

11 

14 

26 

63 

28 

81 

From 

1 

to 8 months, . 

183 

113 

296 

66 

34 

90 


8 

,, fl 

319 

147 

366 

36 

39 

76 


6 

,, 0 

104 

102 

206 

23 

26 

49 


9 

,.13 

61 

67 

108 

32 

22 

64 

" 

1 

„ 2 years, .... 

72 

62 

124 

67 

66 

123 


2 

8 „ . . . . 

22 

34 

46 

42 

46 

88 


8 

„ 8 

16 

13 

28 

33 

49 

82 

» 

6 

„ 7 

6 

8 

14 

18 

89 

67 

- 

7 

.. 10 

6 

4 

9 

82 

30 

62 


10 

» IJ 

2 

2 

4 

16 

12 

28 

" 

IS 

18 

2 

2 

4 

11 

16 

26 

■■ 

16 

30 „ . . . . 

6 

- 

6 

.19 

18 

87 

- 

SO 

„ 36 „ 

- 

1 

1 

16 

17 

88 


26 

,, 30 

- 

- 

- 

17 

10 

27 

- 

80 

„ 85 

1 

- 

1 

4 

- 

4 

■ 

86 

„ 40 , 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

6 

Upward* of 40 „ 


- 


2 

2 

4 



Total, 

668 

639 

1,287 

471 

466 

036 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






APP. A.j and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 


55 


Table VII. — Showing for each District Asylum the Percentage 
of Recoveries on the Admissions, and also the Percentage of 
Deaths on the Daily Average Number Resident during the 
Year 1896, 


Asylums . 

Percentage of Recoveries 
on Admissions. 

Percentage of Deaths on 
Daily Average Number 
Resident. 






M . 

H . 

T . 

M . 

p. 

T . 

Armagh, 





S 0'9 

64-8 

395 

6-0 

46 

4-7 

Ballinasloe, 





48-8 

467 

48-0 

67 

87 

0-9 

Belfast, 





441 

64-6 

491 

6-0 

49 

63 

Carlow, 





571 

83'3 

461 

8-2 

7-2 

7-8 

Castlebar, 





46'5 

32-6 

40-8 

66 

11-6 

81 

Clonmel, 





481 

447 

465 

23 

6-0 

86 

Cork, 





32'9 

291 

31-3 

6-5 

m 

64 

Downpatriok, . 





40'3 

451 

430 

8-9 


0-0 

Ennis, 





48'4 

48-8 

486 

53 

6-0 

60 

Enniscorthy, . 





463 

50-0 

48"3 

41 

61 

4'5 

Kilkenny, 





22-6 

20-0 

21-3 

6-0 

86 

47 

Eillarney, 





422 

27-7 

34-9 

97 

79 

8-9 

Letterkenny, . 





222 

28'8 

252 

0-8 

171 

10-8 

Limerick, 





338 

29'2 

31-6 

0-4 

61 

67 

Londonderry, 





356 

257 

32 0 

61 

8-8 

7-6 

Maryborough, 





85'8 

27-3 

817 

6-0 

97 

72 

Monaghan, 





80'9 

38-8 

84-6 

67 

63 

6-0 

Mullingar, 





89-6 

38-0 

88-9 

87 

7-0 

6'2 

Omagh, . 





667 

40-8 

49-4 

9‘8 

11-0 

101 

Richmond, 





29'2 

202 

250 

8-8 

6'8 

78 

Sligo, 





25-6 

84'5 

29*4 

7-4 

5'9 

0-8 

Waterford, 





61-2 

31-4 

40-2 

97 

71 

8-6 

Total, 





88'6 

35-6 

872 

0-8 

7-3 

07 
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Table VIII. — Showing the Authority for the Admission of 

during the year ended 


A8YU7M8. 

Ordinary Cases admitted 
under Privy Council Rule No. XVIII. 

Soldiers 

con- 

tributingt 

mainten- 

ance 

admitted 
under 
Privy 
Council 
Rulo 
No. XV. 

Patients 
contributing to 
maintenance 
admitted undor 
Privy Counoil Rule 
No. XXIX. 

Admitted by 
Order of 
the Board. 

Admlttod as 
urgent by tho 
Physicians. 

Admitted 
by Order of 
the Lord 
Chanoellor. 

Admitted by 
Order of the 
Inspectors of 
Lunatics. 


M. 

t. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

p. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

T. 

M, 

P. 

T. 

Armagh, . 




19 

14 

33 











Ballinasloe, 




4 

12 

1G 











Belfast, . . . 

G 

12 

18 

65 

79 

144 

1 


1 




3 

3 

1 

3 

Carlow, . 

1 

1 

2 

9 

17 

2G 







1 




Castlebar, 




7 

G 

13 











Clonmel, 

, 



1G 

22 

38 











Cork, 




7 

20 

36 







2 




Downpatrick, 


1 

1 

22 

45 

G7 









2 

2 

Ennis, 

1 

1 

2 

31 

14 

35 











Enniscorthy, . 




20 

17 

37 











Kilkenny, 

1 

8 

9 

3 

2 

5 











Killarney, 




6 

10 

1G 











Lettcrkenny, . 




6 

10 

16 











Limerick, 




15 

15 

30 











Londonderry, 


8 

3 

21 

15 

8G 











Maryborough, 




18 

28 

4G | 










. 

Monaghan, 


3 

3 

1 

2 

3 











Mullingar, ■ 




17 

15 

82 








1 

2 

8 

Omagh, . , 




4 

10 

14 








1 


1 

Richmond, 

8 

5 

8 

15 

23 

38 

1 


1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

1 

1 

2 

Sligo, 

















Waterford, 




23 

83 

66 




' 







Total, . . . 

13 

34 

46 

319 

418 

737 

2 

_ 

2 


1 

8 

13 

6 

6 

11 
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Patients into each District Asylum, and also the Number Admitted, 
31st December, 1896 


Admittbd by Ordrr or 
Lord Lieutenant. 

Dangerous Lunatics. 

Total Admitted 
during Year 

Asylums. 

From 

Central 

Asylum, 

Dundrura. 

Lunatics 
charged with 
Offencos, or 
dotained in 
default of 
Suroty to 
keep the 
Peace. 

Committed by 
Justices under tho 
Act 30 & 31 Vio., 
0. 118. 800. 10. 

Admitted 
under tho 
Army Act, 
1881, sec. 91. 

H. 

r. 

T. 

w. 

P. 

T. 

M. 

P. 

T. 

M. 

P. 

T. 

M. 

p. 

T. 





1 


1 

35 

17 

52 




55 

31 

86 

Armagh. 




6 

0 

G 

11G 

63 

179 

1 


1 

127 

75 

202 

Ballinasloo. 

1 


1 

9 

2 

11 

52 

36 

88 

4 


4 

143 

130 

273 

Belfast. 







23 

18 

41 

1 


1 

35 

86 

71 

Carlow. 




1 


1 

63 

43 

106 




71 

49 

120 

Castlebar. 




1 


1 

86 

25 

61 

1 


1 

54 

47 

101 

Jlonmol. 

2 

1 

3 

9 

4 

13 

135 

102 

237 




156 

186 

291 

Cork. 







84 

23 

57 

1 


1 

67 

71 

128 

Downpatrick. 




1 


1 

39 

28 

67 




62 

43 

105 

Ennis. 




9 

3 

5 

19 

26 

45 




41 

46 

87 

Enniscorthy. 

1 


1 

1 


1 

25 

20 

45 




31 

30 

61 

Kilkenny. 



• 

2 


2 

56 

55 

111 




64 

65 

129 

Killarney. 

1 


1 




64 

49 

113 

1 


1 

72 

59 

131 

Letterkenny. 




G 

8 

9 

45 

30 

75 




66 

48 

114 

Limerick. 




1 

1 

2 

40 

16 

66 




62 

35 

97 

Londonderry. 

1 


1 

1 


1 

48 

27 

75 




68 

55 

123 

Maryborough 







93 

80 

173 




94 

85 

179 

Monaghan. 


S 

2 




87 

60 

147 

1 


1 

106 

79 

185 

Mullingar. 




1 


1 

90 

67 

157 

1 


1 

97 

77 

174 

Omagh. 

2 

• 

2 

14 

7 

21 

190 

171 

861 

1 


1 

236 

208 

444 

Richmond. 

2 


2 

1 

1 

2 

72 

67 

129 

3 


3 

78 

58 

136 

Sligo. 




6 

8 

8 

13 

15 

28 




41 

61 

92 

Watorford. 

10 

3 

13 

62 

24 

86 

1,876 

1,028 

2,403 

15 


16 

1,816 

1,514 

3,829 

Total. 
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Table IX. — Showing in Quinquennial Periods the Ages of 
the Patients who were Admitted, who Recovered, and 
who Died during the Year 1896 ; and also of those who 
were Remaining in the District Asylums on the 31st 
December, 1896. 
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Table X. — Showing the Educational Condition of Patients 
remaining in District Asylums on 31st December, 1896. 


Educational Condition. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Well Educated, ....... 

634 

677 

1,211 

Can Read and Write well, ..... 

1,646 

1,319 

2,905 

„ „ indifferently, .... 

2,556 

1,760 

4,306 

Can Read only, ...... 

979 

992 

1,971 

Cannot Read or Write, . ..... 

1,286 

1,155 

2,440 

Unascertained, ....... 

580 

568 

1,148 

Total, ...... 

7,680 

0,361 

14,041 


Table XI. — Showing the Social Condition as to Marriage of the 
Patients in District Asylums, who were Admitted, who 
Eecovered, and who Died during the Year 1896. 


— 

Admissions. 

Recoveries. 

Deaths. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M 

F. 

T. 

Married, .... 

510 

487 

997 

208 

194 

402 

145 

143 

288 

8ingle 

1,190 

864 

2,054 

458 

309 

707 

291 

247 

638 

Widowed, 

67 

138 

205 

23 

32 

55 

20 

66 

70 

Unascertained, . 

48 

25 

73 

9 

4 

13 

16 

9 

24 

Total. 


1,514 

3,829 

698 

689 

1,237 

471 

455 

926 
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Table XII. — Showing the Causes of Death in the District 


AGES. 

CEREBRAL AND SPINAL AFFECTIONS. 

THORACIC DISEASES. 

Apoplexy and Paralysis. 

Epilepsy and Convul- 
sions. 

General Paralysis of the 
Insane. 

Exhaustion after Mania 
or Melancholia. 

Organic Disease. 

§ 

0 

1 
H 

d 

o 

33 

i* 

3 

o 

O 

s 

c 

c 

te 

i 

o5 

© 

P 

g 

£ 

1 

a 

§ 

Other Pulmonary 
Diseases. 

8 

t 

$ 

w 

«■' 

si 

Si 

i< 

P 


M. 

, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

u. 

F. 

From 5 to 10 years, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 



„ 10 to 15 „ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


„ 15 to 20 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 



„ 20 to 25 „ 

- 

1 

6 

- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

16 

13 

1 

5 

2 

- 

- 


„ 25 to 30 „ 

- 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

4 

4 

3 

1 

- 

- 

26 

26 

2 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

„ 30 to 85 

1 

- 

4 

7 

3 

2 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1 

10 

28 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 


„ 85 to 40 „ 

- 

- 

3 

1 

5 

- 

8 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

16 

27 

6 

1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

„ 40 to 45 

1 

- 

7 

2 

7 

- 

2 

4 

4 

1 

- 

- 

7 

17 

2 

3 

- 

- 

4 

2 

„ 45 to 60 „ 

4 

1 

2 

2 

8 

- 

2 

5 

4 

2 

- 

- 

6 

9 

3 

2 

1 

- 

3 

1 

„ 50 to 55 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

- 

6 

6 

2 

4 

- 

- 

9 

12 

4 

5 

3 

4 

6 

1 

„ 55 to 60 „ 

6 

3 

4 

- 

1 

- 

7 

4 

2 

1 

- 

1 

4 

10 

5 

6 

3 

- 

3 

7 

„ 60 to 65 „ 

i 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

8 

5 

3 

1 

- 

- 

5 

3 

6 

- 

2 

1 

4 

2 

„ 65 to 70 

1 

- 

1 

i 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

3 

2 

1 

5 

3 

„ 70 to 75 „ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

9 

7 

„ 75 to 80 „ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

„ 80 to 85 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

„ 85 & upwards, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Unknown, . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


" 

1 

Total, 

20 

12 

38 

21 

30 

4 

51 

38 

20 

17 

- 

2 

106 

149 

34 

2G 

17 

8 

46 

35 
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Table XIII.— Showing the probable Causes of Insanity in the 
Patients who were admitted into District Asylums during the 
Year 1896. 


Causes. 

Males. 

Fomales. 

Total. 





Moral Causes:— 








Domestio trouble, 





51 

106 

167 

Adverse circumstances, 





31 

21 

62 

Mental anxiety and worry, 





50 

35 

85 

Religious excitement, . 





23 

39 

02 

Love affairs, 





« 

15 

21 

Fright and nervous shock. 





31 

61 

82 

Fhysical Causes:— 








Intemperance in drink, 





248 

84 

332 

,, sexual, 





1 

4 

5 

Venereal disease, 



• 


■ 25 

1 

26 

Self-abuse (sexual), 





19 


19 

Over-exertion, . , 





6 

4 

10 

Sunstroke, 





17 

3 

20 

Accident or injury, 





32 

3 

35 

Pregnancy, . 





- 

7 

7 

Parturition and the puerperal state, 






42 

42 

Lactation, 





- 

3 

8 

Uterine and ovarian disorders. 





- 

32 

82 

Puberty, , 





6 

6 

12 

Change of life, . 





- 

17 

17 

Fevers, 





4 

2 

6 

Privation and starvation, 





3 

G 

9 

Old age, . . , . 





32 

30 

62 

Other bodily diseases or disorders, 





118 

64 

182 

Previous attacks, 





.178 

184 

862 

Hereditary influences, , 





470 

357 

827 

Congenital defect. 





72 

57 

129 

Other ascertained causes. 





12 

13 

25 

Unknown, .... 





375 

327 

702 

Not Insane, 





5 

1 

6 

Total, 





1,815 

1.514 

3,329 
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Table XIV. — Showing the Forms of Mental Disease in the Patients who 
were Admitted, who Recovered, and who Died in the District Asylums 
during the year 1896. 


Fohms of Mbntal Disbabb. 

' 

Admissions. 

Recoveries. 


Deaths. 


Congenital or (with Epilepsy, 

u. 

17 

w. 

18 

T. 

30 

M. 

V. 

r. 

M. 

7 

r. 

3 

T. 

9 

Infantile Mental ^ 

Deficiency, ( wilhont „ . 

70 

44 

114 

1 

1 

2 

10 

8 

24 

Epilepsy acquired, . 

40 

89 

88 

6 

6 

12 

42 

27 

69 

General Paralysis of tho Insane, . 

49 

8 

67 

- 

- 

- 

S3 

4 

87 


Acute, 

480 

408 

888 

243 

178 

421 

75 

05 

140 


Chronic, 

171 

138 

309 

61 

33 

94 

89 

92 

181 


Recurrent, , 

209 

184 

393 

105 

83 

188 

17 

10 

33 

Mania 

A Potu, 

88 

31 

119 

62 

11 

73 

5 

a 

7 


Puerperal, . 

- 

28 

28 

- 

18 

18 

- 

9 

9 


Senile, 

87 

24 

61 

6 

3 

0 

17 

13 

80 


Acute, 

353 

863 

706 

151 

140 

291 

62 

64 

106 


Chronic, 

95 

77 

172 

11 

20 

31 

86 

65 

91 

Melancholia 

Recurrent, . 

58 

60 

118 

30 

80 

60 

5 

7 

12 


Puerperal, . 

- 

7 

7 

- 

8 

8 

- 

3 

3 


Senile, 

20 

14 

84 

6 

2 

8 

9 

16 

25 


Primary, 

S3 

28 

56 

10 

8 

18 

9 

B 

17 


Secondary, . 

60 

26 

76 

8 

1 

4 

40 

55 

95 

Dementia 

Senile, 

26 

27 

63 

- 

- 


16 

18 

84 


Organio (Le., from 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

4 

Not Insane 

Tumours, Coarse 
, Brain Disease, &c.) 

r Insanity Doubtful, 

9 

10 

19 

8 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Total, 

1,815 

1,614 

8,329 

698 

639 

1,237 

471 

465 

936 
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Table XV. — Statement in accordance with the Act 31 & 32 Vic., cap. 97, 
Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, and also of all Charges and Payments in 
Auditors when auditing the Accounts for the Year 1895 — together with 
been recovered and paid to the Credit of the Governors, and of any 
Disallowed, Reduced, or Inserted by the Auditors. 


Asylums. 

Date of 

Commencement 
of Audit. 

Dato of 
Conclusion 
of Audit. 

Particulars of all Chargos and Paymonln 
which have been Disallowed, Reduced, 
or Inserted by tho Auditors. 

Armagh, . 

3 June, 1896, 

5 June, 1896, 

Nil, 

Ballinasloe, . 

12 May, 189G, 

13 May, 1 896, 

Nil, 

Belfast, 

18 April, 1896, 

25 April, 1896, 

Nil, 

Carlow, 

17 June, 1896, 

21 June, 1896, 

Nil, 

Castlebar, 

19 May, 1896, 

21 May, 1896, 

Payment for travelling expenses not 
sanctioned, £3. 

Clonmel, . 

11 May, 1896, 

16 May, 1896, 

Over-payments to Contractors to the 
amount of 11s., disallowed. 

Cork, 

7 May, 1896, 
and 

13 May, 1896, 

10 May, 1896, 
and 

25 May, 1896. 

Payment to Matron on account of salary 
in excess of scale authorized by Order 
in Council, reduced by £1 15a. 1) d. 

Downpatrick, . 

25 May, 1896, 

29 May, 1896, 

Nil, 

Ennis, 

21 April, 1896, 

22 April, 1896, 

Nil, 

Enniscorthy, 

9 July, 1896, 

10 July, 1896, 

Nil. 

Kilkenny, . 

11 May, 1896, 

14 May, 1896,. 

Nil, 

Killamey, . 

5 May, 1896, 

12 May, 1896, 

Nil, 

Letterisenny, 

7 Sept., 1896, 

12 Sept., 1896, 

Nil, 

Limerick, . 

15 April, 1896, 

7 May, 1896, 

Nil, 

Londonderry, . 

8 April, 1896, 

28 April, 1896, 

Nil, 

Maryborough, . 

24 Mar., 1896, 

30 Mar., 1896, 

Nil, 

Monaghan, 

13 May, 1896, 

18 May, 1896, 

Nil, 

Mullingar, 

9 April, 1896, 

20 April, 1896, 

Nil, 

Omagh, . 

30 April, 1896, 

5 May, 1896, 

Nil, 

Richmond, 

29 Mar., 1897, 

15 April, 1897, 

Nil, 

Sligo, 

27 July, 1896, 

30 July, 1896, 

Nil, 

Waterford, 

4 May, 1896, 

7 May, 1896, 

Nil, 
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see. 14, of the dates of the auditing of the Accounts of the District 
the Accounts which have been Disallowed, Reduced, or Inserted by the 
the amount of any Disallowances, Reductions, or Insertions which have 
steps which have been taken at Law for the recovery of any Sums 


— 

Amount of any 

sgS? 

^paKtho 

credit of the 




Steps taken at Law for the recovery 
of Sums Disallowed, Reduced, or Inserted 
by the Auditors. 

Names of tho sevoral 
Auditors. 


£ S. d. 




- 

- 

Col. R. M. Studdert. 


- 

— 

Col. James O’Hara. 


- 

— 

Col. R. M. Studdert. 


- 

— 

Courtenay Croker, esq. 


3 0 0 
0 11 0 

None necessary — Amount refunded and 
lodged to credit of Governors on 8th 
June, 1896. 

None necessary — Overpayments re- 
funded by Contractors. 

Col. J ames O’Hara. 
Captain William Gibson. 


1 15 9 

None necessary — Overpayment re- 
funded by Matron. 

John H. Calvert, esq. 


— 



Col. R. M. Studdert. 


- 

-- 

Col. James O’Hara. 


- 

— 

James W. Drury, esq. 


- 

— 

Courtenay Croker, esq. 


- 

— 

John H. Calvert, esq. 


- 

— 

C. D. Barry, esq. 


- 

— 

William Edward Ellis, esq. 


- 

— 

D. B. Sheehan, esq. 


- 

- 

Captain William Gibson. 


- 

- 

D. B. Sheehan, esq. 


- 



Captain William Gibson. 


— 

— 

D B. Sheehan, esq. 


— 



R. J. Newell, esq. 


— . 

— 

C. D. Barry, esq. 


— 

- 

Courtenay Croker, esq. 





F 
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Table XVI. — Showing the quantity of Land in connection with each District 
Asylum, and how it was utilized during the year ended the 31st 
December, 1896. 


Asylums. 

Quantity ok Land connkcted with each Asylum. 

Quantity o 

Land under Grass and Cultivated. 

Buildings, 
Courts, 
Woods, &c. 

Total Quantity 
of Land. 

By Spado. 

By Plough. 

In Grass. 


A. 

R. 

P. 

A. 

R. 

P. 

A. 

R. 

P. 

A. 

R. P. 

A. 

n. r. 

Armagh, 

8 

2 

0 





9 

0 

S 

15 

0 0 

32 

2 8 

Ballinasloe, . 

24 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

100 

3 

10 

42 

3 18 

171 

2 2* 

Belfast, 

12 

2 

0 

10 

2 

0 

12 

0 

0 

20 

2 0 

(a) 55 

2 0 

Do. (Purdysbum 














Estate), . 

3 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

143 

0 

0 

129 

0 16 

295 

0 16 

Carlow, 

8 

o 

0 


_ 


15 

0 

0 

2 

3 24 

26 

1 24 

Castlebar, . 

20 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

6 

0 0 

38 

0 0 

Clonmel, 

7 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

14 

1 38 

39 

1 36 

Cork, . 

19 

0 

0 

32 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

39 

0 0 

100 

0 (i 

Downpatrick, 

7 

1 

0 

26 

0 

0 

49 

0 

0 

28 

0 25 

110 

1 25 

Ennis, . 

6 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

31 

0 

0 

12 

0 23 

69 

0 23 

Enniseorthy, 

4 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

12 

3 

0 

15 

2 0 

48 

1 0 

Kilkenny, . 

10 

2 

37 

14 

0 

0 

13 

3 

13 

12 

0 3 

50 

2 13 

Killarney, , 

3 

2 

0 

10 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

12 

0 0 

(6) 30 

0 U 

Letterkenny, 

20 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 




14 

0 0 

40 

0 0 

Limerick, 

*18 

0 

3(5 




1 

2 

19 

15 

1 22 

35 

0 37 

Londonderry, 

12 

0 

0 


— 


8 

0 

0 

5 

0 0 

(«)26 

0 0 

.Maryborough, 

2 

0 

0 

22 

3 

0 

41 

1 

3 

S 

1 9 

74 

1 12 

Monaghan, . 

1(5 

2 

9 

6 

0 

0 


0 

0 

28 

3 1 

106 

3 10 

Mullingar, . 

11 

0 

0 


— 


155 

2 

204 

14 

0 0 

180 

2 20) 

Omagh, , 

39 

1 

0 




49 

2 

0 

•47 

3 5 

136 

2 5 

Richmond, . 

9 

0 

(! 

16 

0 

0 

12 

0 

38 

20 

1 0 

57 

3 38 

Do. (Portrane 














Estate), . 

4 

3 

0 

38 

3 

0 

347 

2 

0 

78 

2 35 

469 

2,35 

Sligo, . 

22 

2 

0 

7 

2 

0 

44 

1 

7 

14 

3 0 

89 

0 7 

Waterford, . 

4 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

31 

0 

0 

16 

2 364 

63 

2 381 

Total, . 

293 

1 

2 

274 

2 

0 

1,164 

3 

384 

613 

1 174 

2,346 

0 18 


Acid additional land recently acquired for farming, but not yet 




laid out or under cultivation, and also estates on which new 




Asylums are in course of erection or about to be built, f 

viz. : 





(«) Holywell (Antrim) — new estate, 



115 

3 0 



(6) Killarney- 

-additional land, 




13 

1 35 



(c) Londonderry— 

new estate at Gransha, 


292 









Gross Total, 



2,767 

1 13 


" Cultjvnted by both spade and plough. 

T I artieulars of estates at Purdysburn (Belfast) and I'ortrano (Richmond) given above in Table. 
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Table XXI. — Cost of District Asylums on the Local Rates. 


Counties 
comprised in 
Distriots. 


Galway Co. and 
Town, 
Roscommon, 


Carrickforgus 

Town. 

Belfast City, 
Carlow, 
Kildare, 
Mayo, . 
Tipperary, . 


( Monaghan, . 
( Cavan, . 

: Longford, . 
< Meath, . 

I Westmeath,, 
i Fermanagh, . 
I Tyrone, 


Louth, . 

I Drogheda Town, 
f Leitrim, 
i Sligo, . 

. . Waterford Co 

and City. 

Total, 


Amounts paid by Districts. 

Payable towards 
Building Fund 
during 

12 months ended 
31st March, 
1897. 

Towards 

Maintenance 

during 

12 months ended 
81st December, 
1896. 

P 

Total. 

i 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

4,555 0 1 

6,214 3 0 

10,769 3 1 

| 3,015 13 3 

9,000 0 0 

12,015 13 3 

| 1,502 18 8 

1 13,617 4 0 

16,388 9 1 

1,268 6 5 

j 


| 036 8 3 

4,617 13 2 

5,254 1 5 

1,174 19 9 

1,978 4 10 

3,153 4 7 

2,017 14 7 

10,571 9 8 

12,589 4 3 

4,009 0 3 

14,077 6 10 

18,086 7 1 

868 12 9 

5,223 18 11 

6,092 11 8 

462 15 7 

4,065 13 2 

4,523 8 9 

811 6 7 

5, COO 0 0 

6,111 6 7 

1 1,130 19 0 

3,100 0 0 

4,230 19 0 

1,841 16 0 

5,167 18 6 

7,009 14 G 

1,409 10 6 

5,393 18 6 

6,803 9 0 

1 507 5 2 

7,450 19 6 

7,058 4 8 

>. 2,652 4 2 

7,020 9 3 

9,672 13 6 

i, 2,143 13 8 

5,064 8 11 

7,208 2 7 

J 2,278 6 8 

7,500 0 0 

9,778 6 8 

| 3,073 6 3 

10,688 13 0 

14,361 19 3 

J 430 16 5 

7,000 0 0 

7,430 16 5 

> 4,088 1 9 

32,523 13 0 

36,611 14 9 

,J 

j 45 6 8 

5,164 19 6 

5,210 6 2 

o. 1,210 1 5 

5,544 13 4 

0,754 14 9 

41,734 2 10 

1 

176,585 7 1 

| 218,319 0 11 


* This Asylum is in cour.se of erection. 
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Table XXII. — Giving the Names of the Resident Medical 
Superintendents of District Asylums. 


Asylums. 

Counties, &c., comprised 
in Districts. 

Resident Medical Superintendents. 

Armagh, . 

Armagh, 

William Graham, M.D. 

Ballinasloe, . 

Galway, County and Town, 
and Roscommon. 

R. V. Fletcher, F.R.C.S.L 

Belfast, . 

Antrim, Belfast City and 
Town of Carrickfergus. 

Alexander Stewart Merrick, M.D. 

Carlow, . 

Carlow and Kildare, . 

Thomas P. O’Meara, M.B. 

Castlebar, 

Mayo, 

George W. Hatchell, L.R.C.P.I. 

Clonmel, . 

Tipperary, .... 

W. Hastings Garner, F.R.C.S.I. 

Cork, 

Cork, County and City, 

Oscar T. Woods, M.D. 

Downpatrick, 

Down, 

-M. J. Nolan, L.R.C.S.I. 

Ennis, 

Clare, .... 

R. P. Gelston, L.R.C.S.I. 

Enniscorthy, . 

Wexford, .... 

Thomas Drapes, M.B. 

Kilkenny, 

Kilkenny, Co. and City, 

George F. West, L.R.C.P. & S., EDltf. 

Killarney, 

Kerry, 

L. T. Griffin, L R.C.S.I. 

Letterkenny, . 

Donegal 

E. E. Moore, M.D. 

Limerick, 

Limerick, County and City. 

Edward D. O’Neill, L.R.C.S.I. 

Londonderry, . 

Londonderry, Co. and City, 

C. E. Hctherington, M.B. 

Maryborough, 

King’s and Queen’s, 

Joseph H. Hatchell, F.R.C.P.I. 

Monaghan, 

Cavan and Monaghan, 

Edward Taylor, L.R.C.S.I. 

Mullingar, 

Longford, Meath, and West- 
meath. 

Arthur Finegan, L.R.C.P.I. 

Omagh, . 

Fermanagh and Tyrone, . 

George E. Carre, M.B. 

Richmond, 

Dublin, County and City ; 
Wicklow, Louth, and 
Drogheda Town. 

Conolly Norman, F.R.C.P.I. 

Sligo, 

Leitrim and Sligo, 

Joseph Petit, L.R.C.S.I. 

Waterford, 

Waterford, County and 
City. 

Ringrose Atkins, M.D. 
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APPENDIX B. 


Table I— Showing the Original and Present Accommodation for 
Criminal Lunatics at the Central Asylum, Dundrum. 


Tear opened, . • . 1850 


M F. T. 

Original Accommodation, . 80 40 120 
Present Accommodation, .128 35 103 
(Calculated at 600 foot per bed.) 


M. F. T. 

Actual Number of Inmates on 31st December, 1896, . 145 30 160 


Table II.— Showing the Admissions, Discharges, and Deaths, &c., 
during the Year 1890. 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

In Asylum on 31st December, 1895, 



140 

23 

163 

Admitted during the year 189G, . 



23 

4 

27 

Total number under treatment during year, . 

163 

27 

190 

Discharged during the year — m. 

F. 

T. 




Recovered, . . . . j 4 

4 

8 




Relieved, . . . . ! 6 

1 

7 




Not Improved, . . . 4 

1 

2 

G 

14 


21 

Deaths during the year— 




From Natural Causes, . . 4 

" 

4 




From Accidental Causes, . . - 






By Suicide, . . . - 

- 

- 




Escapes during the year, .... 




- 

- 

Total discharges, deaths, and escapes during year, 



18 

7 

25 

Remaining in Asylum on 31st December, 189G, . 



145 

20 

165 

Daily average number of patients in Asylum during 1896, 

141-6 

217 

163 3 

Per-centage of deaths on daily average number of Patients, . 

2-8 


24 
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Table IV. — Showing the previous Mental History of the Patients 
who were admitted into the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic 
Asylum during the Year 1896. 


— 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

Re-admissions, ....... 

1 

_ 

1 

First admission, but stated not to be the first attack of Insanity, 

2 

- 

2 

First attack, or no information on the subject, . 

20 

4 

24 

Total, ..... 

23 

4 

27 

Known to have actually attempted suicide. 

2 

_ 

_ 

Regarded as being Suicidal, ..... 

- 

- 

2 

Stated not to have attempted suicide, or no information on the 
subject, . ... 

21 

4 

25 

Total, ..... 

23 

4 

27 

Affected with Epilepsy or Epileptiform Convulsions, . 

2 

_ 

2 

Not so affected, . ...... 

21 

4 

25 

Total 

23 

4 

27 


Table V. — Showing the Form of Mental Disease in the Patients 
who were admitted during the Year 1896, and also in those 
remaining on the 31st December, 1896. 


Form of Disease. 

Admissions. 

Remaining 

on 

31st December, 189«. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Mania, ...... 

6 

2 

8 

87 

8 

95 

Melancholia, ..... 

3 

1 

4 

11 

9 

20 

Dementia, ...... 

5 

1 

(i 

17 

1 

18 

Monomania, ..... 


- 


2 

“ 

2 

General Paralysis, ..... 

- 

- 


2 

- 

2 

Idiocy, ...... 

2 

- 

2 

10 

2 

12 

Puerperal Insanity, .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mental affections complicated with Epilepsy, 

1 

- 

1 

7 


7 

Supposed not Insane, . ■ 

« 

- 

6 

D 


9 

Total 

23 

4 

27 

145 

20 

165 


Table VI.— Showing the conditions under which Patients 
were discharged during the Year 1896. 


Conditions of Discharge. 

Number Discharged. 


M. 

F . 

T. 

Remitted to Prisons, ...... 

1 

3 

4 

Liberated or given up to care of Friends, 

3 

1 

4 

Transferred to District Asylums, . 

10 

3 

13 

Total, .... 

14 

7 

21 
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Table VII. — Showing the Ages of the Patients who were Admitted, 
Discharged, and who Died in the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum 
during the Year 1896, and also of those remaining on 31st December 
1806. 


Ages. 

Admissions. 

Discharges. 

Deaths. 

Remaining 

on 

31st December, 

1890. 

Recovered 

Relieved. 

Not 

Improved 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 





From 5 to 10 Years, . 



- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 


- 



„ 10 to 15 „ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

„ 15 to 20 „ 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

„ 20 to 30 „ . 

7 

- 

7 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

16 

1 

17 

„ 30 to 40 „ 

10 

2 

12 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

- 

1 

36 

5 

41 

„ 40 to 50 „ . 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

86 

8 

41 

„ 50 to GO 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31 

3 

13 

„ 00 to 70 „ . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

13 

- 

13 

„ 70 to 80 ,, . 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

6 

„ 80 to 80 „ . 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

„ 90 and upwards, 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

Unascertained, . 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

2 

T 

Total, . 

23 

4 

27 

4 

4 

8 

6 

1 

7 

4 

2 

0 

4 

- 

4 

145 

20 

its 


Males Females 

Average age at death 547 — 


Table VIII.— Showing the Educational Condition of Patients 
who were admitted during the Year 1896, and also of those 
remaining on 31st December, 1896. 
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Table IX. — Showing the Social Condition as to Marriage of Patients 
who were Admitted, Discharged, and who Died in the Dundrum 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1896, and also of those 
remaining on 31st December, 1896. 


— 

Admissions. 

Discharges. 

Deaths. 

Remaining 

on 

3l8t December 
1890. 

Recovered. 

Relieved. 

Not 

Improved. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Married, 

5 

- 

5 

3 

2 

5 

- 

- 

- 

l 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

41 

6 

47 

Single, . 

15 

4 

19 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

1 

- 

1 

38 

13 

51 

Widowed, 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

1 

10 

Not ascertained, 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

4 


4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

51 

- 

51 

Total, 

23 

4 

27 

1 

4 

8 

6 

i 

7 

4 

2 

6 

4 

- 

4 

145 

20 

105 


Table X. — Showing the Previous Occupation ol Patients remain- 
ing in Asylum on 31st December, 1896. 


Occupations. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Agriculturists, ....... 

67 

1 

08 

Carpenter, ........ 

1 

- 

1 

Clerk 

1 

- 

1 

Domestic Servants, .... 

1 

8 

!) 

Masons and Bricklayers, ..... 

2 

- 

2 

Member of Religious Community .... 

1 

- 

1 

Mendicants, ....... 

3 

- 

3 

Painters and Glaziers, ...... 

2 

_ 

2 

Police 

1 

- 

1 

Publican, ........ 

1 

- 

1 

Sailor, ........ 

i 

- 

1 

Seamstress, . .... 

- 

1 

1 

Shoemakers, .... . . 

3 

- 

2 

Shopkeepers, . ...... 

4 

1 

6 

Smiths and Workers in Metals, ..... 

3 

- 

8 

Soldiers and Pensioners, ..... 

2 

- 

2 

Tailor, ........ 

1 

- 

1 

Victuallers, ....... 

3 

- 

3 

Various other employments, ..... 

0 

1 

10 

No Occupation, ....... 

3 

- 

» 

Unascertained, . . * , . . . 

37 

6 

45 

Total, ...... 

145 

90 

165 
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Table XI. — Showing the causes of the "Deaths in the Dundrum 


Criminal Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1896. 


Initials. 

Male. 

Female. 

Age. 

Cause of Death. 

J. E. 

1 


4!) 

Perforation of Bowels. 

J. B. 

1 

- 

83 

Tuberculosis. 

J. B. 

1 

- 

69 

Epilepsy. 

H. M'B. . 

1 

- 

68 

Disease of Heart, Lungs, and Liver. 

Total, 

4 


- 



Table XII. — Showing the Daily Average Number of Patients 
emplojmd and unemployed during the Year 1S96. 


Patients Employed. 

Patients Unemployed. 

How Employed. 

Average Numbers. 

Causes. 

Average Numbers. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females 

Assisting attendants in 

23 

6 

Refusing to Work, 

21 

2 

the wards 






As Clerk, 

1 

- 

Unemployed because 



In the kitchen, . 

!) 

_ 

of — 



A 8 garden or field 

38 

_ 

(a.) mental con- 

6 

4 

labourers. 



d it ion. 



In the laundry, . 

2 

4 

(6.) bodily con- 

20 

1 

At neodlework, . 

- 

3 

dition. 



As Shoemakers, 

2 

_ 




As Stokers, 

4 

_ 




As Storekeeper, . 

1 

_ 




As Tailors, 

0 

_ 




As Upholsterers, 

3 

1 




Miscellaneous, 

5 

- 




Totnl employed, 

94 

14 

Total unemployed, 

47 

7 


Table XIII. — Showing the Average Number of Patients attend- 
ing Divine Service, taking Exercise daily, and attending 
Entertainments during the Year 1896. 



Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Attending Roman Catholic Service, 



69 

„ Protestant Episcopalian Service, 

12 


15 

„ Presbyterian Service, 

10 

2 

12 

Total, 

84 

12 

96 

Taking Exercise — Confined to Airing Courts, 

42 

8 

50 

„ In outer Airing Courts, 

99 

13 

112 

Total, .... 

14 1 

21 

162 

Attending Associated Entertainments, .... 

100 

15 

115 
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Table XV.— Account of the Sum Expended, compared with the 
Sum Granted by Parliament for the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic 
Asylum in the Year ended 31st March, 1897, showing a Surplus 
or Deficit upon each sub-head of the Vote. 


Service. 

Parliamen- 

tary 

Grant. 

Expend!- 

Expenditure compared 
with Grant. 

ture. 

Less than 
granted. 

More than 
granted. 


£ 8. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ 8. d. 

£ 8. d. 

• Salaries and Wages, . 

3,214 0 0 

3,232 4 10 

- 

18 4 10 

Victualling Patients, and Rations for 
Attendants, .... 

2,45G 0 0 

2,440 6 G 

9 13 0 

- 

Clothing for Patients and Uniform 
Clothing, . . . 

421 0 0 

412 l 5 

8 18 7 

- 

Medicines and Surgical Instruments, 
&c., . • 

40 0 0 

40 0 0 

- 

- 

Escort and Conveyance of Patients, . 

40 0 0 

36 13 1 

3 6 11 

- 

Allowances to Patients, 

50 0 0 

29 7 0 

20 13 0 

- 

Incidental Expenses, 

120 0 0 

113 8 3 

6 11 9 


Total, . 

0,341 0 0 

6,310 1 1 

30 18 11 

- 
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Central, 
Criminal 
Asylum 
(Dunduum). 
Inspected on 
19th Decem- 
ber, 1896. 


Alterat'ons and 
improvements. 


Raising of 
boundary 
wall. 


Heating and 
laundry. 


Statistics. 


CENTRAL CRIMINAL ASYLUM, DUNDRUM. 
Memorandum of Inspection on the 19th December, 1896. 

On above date I made the annual inspection of this institution 
and saw all the inmates detained therein. 

The structural works for the alteration and improvement of the 
accommodation, are still in progress. 

The male side is now occupied by workmen, which imposes much 
additional care and anxiety on the staff in charge of the insane of 
the criminal class. The alterations are similar to those already com- 
pleted on the female side, and embrace the conversion of many of 
the dormitories into single rooms ; the erection of sanitary annexes 
in connection with the male corridors; the widening of the pas- 
sage to the executive block on each side ; and the raising of a section 
of the boundary wall. 

The single rooms now in process of construction will be fitted with 
shutters, inspection windows, and new double doors, and the walls are 
being plastered. The new sanitary blocks, providing lavatories and 
water-closets, are being built as spurs at the back of the main building, 
and are joined to each corridor by a passage, so as to obtain cross 
light and ventilation. Some minor changes will be necessary in the 
fittings of the water-closets, to render them suitable for the use of the 
insane ; but, on the whole, the appliances are in accordance with 
modern principles of sanitation, and of a useful pattern. The con- 
version of so many dormitories into single rooms, must of necessity 
somewhat decrease the accommodation by limiting the sleeping-room 
space, and it will be necessary to meet this decrease by the erection 
of new buildings, as the male inmates keep on increasing in number. 
The raising of the boundary wall — a work recommended by so many 
Commissions — is carried on by sections from year to year. 

It is to be regretted, however, that nothing has been done as regards 
the heating of the wards, and the improvement of the laundry. 
These two works are certainly urgently called for. At this season 
of the year, the want of some artificial means of heating the single 
rooms must be much felt. In every gaol in Ireland the cells arc 
provided with hot-water pipes, and a uniform temperature of sixty 
degrees is maintained, and there can be no reason why the inmates 
of a State Criminal Asylum should not enjoy similar comforts. The 
appliances for washing are old and obsolete ; the laundry requires 
new machinery, and a new drying closet, in order to expedite the 
washing, and economise labour and material. 

Since the asylum was last visited, the following changes have taken 
place amongst its population : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

In asylum on 30th December, 1895. 

140 

23 

163 

Admitted since, 

23 

4 

27 

Total, 

163 

27 

190 

Discharged recovered, 

4 

4 

8 

Discharged unrecovered, 

10 

3 

13 

Died, .... 

4 


4 

Leaving resident on 31st December, 




1896, .... 

145 

20 

165 
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and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 

Of the admissions, six men and one woman were charged with Cbstbai. 
murder ; three men and one woman stood accused of common assault ; 
foui’ men of theft ; five of burglary ; two of attempts at suicide ; and (D undrum). 

three men and two women of other offences. Of these numbers, six- 

teen men and three women were found insane on arraignment, and 
incapable of pleading, or acquitted on the ground of insanity, whilst 
seven men and one woman were found to be insane while undergoing 
sentence of imprisonment. Of the discharges, one man and three 
women were sent back to prison ; three men and one woman were 
liberated to the care of friends ; whilst ten men and three women, 
being still insane at the termination of their sentence, were trans- 
ferred to the asylum of the district to which they were chargeable. 
Unfortunately, there is no power of conditional discharge in this 
country, so that great care has to be exercised in discharging 
patients to the care of friends, lest they should relapse. 

The deaths were all from natural causes, verified in each case by Deaths. 
post mortem examination, and followed, according to custom, by a 
coroner’s inquest. 

One accident is recorded — a fracture at the wrist joint. There Accident, 
were two attempts at suicide by one patient. Two male patients Attempts at 
are returned as actively suicidal ; eight men and one woman as suicide, 
affected with epilepsy ; and two men as suffering from general para- 
lysis of the insane. At present only two men and two women are Health, 
confined to bed from bodily illness or debility. 

Three men were secluded at the time of my visit ; and during the Seclusion, 
year fifty-seven men and twelve women have been so treated, the men 
on 1,288 occasions for a total period of 9,496 hours, and the women 
on 247 occasions for a total period of 2,107 hours. Restraint has 
not been had recourse to in any form during the year. No restraint 

As I have already stated, extensive structural alterations are at 
present being carried out in the male wards. These greatly restrict 
the space provided for the use of the patients both by day and 
night • disturb the discipline and routine of the establishment ; and 
increase the anxiety and responsibility of the staff in the discharge 
of their duties. Nevertheless, I found the patients, on the whole, General 
neat, clean, and well dressed. The female wards are greatly improved, condition, 
and afford excellent accommodation for the class for which they are 
intended. They are comfortably furnished and very clean. The women 
themselves are quiet and well conducted ; well and suitably dressed. 

Some were usefully employed at sewing or knitting. 

I inquired into one complaint made to our office some time ago by 
a male patient against an attendant for throwing dirt on him when 
working on the farm. The man, however, withdrew the complaint 
which did not appear to have been seriously meant. 

As regards employment, thirty-seven men are engaged at work on the Employment 
farm ; fourteen are employed in the offices, or in the kitchen ; eighteen 
assist the tradesmen ; whilst seven are engaged at various useful occu- 
pations, and seven of the women wash or sew. The plan adopted some 
years ago of giving to each patient a small percentage of the actual value 
of their work still continues to prove successful. I observe, however, 
that twenty-one men are returned as not employed at suitable work. 

This is one of the blots which call for amendment in the administration 
°f the establishment, viz that none of the minor works or repairs 
Cjui be done by the inmates of the asylum, but must be carried out by 
the staff of the Board of Works ; whereas such repairs would give 
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Central employment to many of the patients, and would interest the staff in 
Abyl-djT the discliar S e of their duties. For instance, I found many of the 
(D undrum). mattresses on the male side in need of repair. No form of employment 

could he more suitable for the old and feeble than teasing hair, but I 

was told that such work could not be provided, as the mattresses had 
to be returned to the Board of Works for repair or renewal. 

Divine Service. The numbers present at Divine Service, on the Sunday previous to 
my visits, were as follow : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Roman Catholics, , 

67 

5 

Protestants, .... 

15 

2 

Presbyterians, 

13 

1 


Amusements. 116 men and 15 women are said to be able to attend the associated 
entertainments. 

Amongst the alterations and improvements I should mention that 
the Executive Block has been greatly improved by widening the cor- 
ridors leading to the dining-hall on each side, and by roofing them 
with glass. 

4th January, 1897. 


Report of the Resident Physician and Governor of the 
Central Criminal Lunatic Asylum, Dundrum, for the 
year 1896, and the Financial year 1896-97. 


Admissions. 


Discharges. 


Deaths. 


Statistics. 


Increase of 
Population. 


CENTRAL CRIMINAL LUNATIC ASYLUM, 
DUNDRUM, CO. DUBLIN. 


„ 12th April, 1897. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to submit the usual statistical tables for the year 

1896, and the financial statements for the year ended 31st March, 

1897. J 

The admissions were 27 in number, 23 males, and 4 females, an 
increase of 4 as compared with 1895. The character of the cases does 
not call for special observations, but the decrease in female admissions 
is noteworthy. 

The discharges were 21, 14 males, and 7 females, but of these only 
8 were recoveries, the remaining 13 being transfers of incurable cases. 

The deaths were 4 in number, all males, and all from natural causes. 
The rate was 2 ’82 on the daily average number. The usual inquest 
was held in each case. 

The total number under treatment was 190, as against 184 in 1895. 
The daily average number was 163-3 as against 157-6 in 1895. 

I have, found it necessary to raise the estimated number of patients 
to be maintained from 155 to 160. 
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The conduct of the staff of Attendants has been on the whole good, 
and there have been but few changes. There was one case of serious 
: subordination which was dealt with in a summary manner. 

The Tradesmen Attendants have been granted £5 per annum 
additional for their supervision of patients at work. The Night Atten- 
dants (male) were also granted an allowance of £9 per annum in lieu 

° f The general health has been good, but there were a large number of 
minor illnesses mostly of the nature of that mysterious disease, influenza, 
the virus of which, however, seems to have been attenuated to a 
remarkable degree. A female attendant was found to be suffering from 
an ovarian tumour. She was operated upon by Dr. Alfred Smith, at 
St. Vincent’s Hospital, with a most successful result, and she has since 
resumed duty in a state of perfect health. 

The year has been most eventful as the internal alterations of the 
male wards, which practically meant the gutting of the entire building, 
were successfully carried out. The male patients throughout the year 
were crowded into two-thirds of their usual accommodation, which is 
by no means too liberal. 

' The patients and staff suffered considerably from constant changes 
from ward to ward, and from noise, dust, and over-crowding. Duung 
the year a large section of the boundary wall was levelled ancl re-built. 

A numerous body of workmen were employed by the Contractors, and 
were unavoidably brought into contact with the patients. Considering 
these numerous elements of danger it must be allowed that the freedom 
from accidents, escapes, assaults, or outbreaks, was remarkable, and 1 
must congratulate the Male Head Attendant and the staff under him, 
on the successful manner in which they have maintained order and 
discipline, and ensured the security of the patients during the most 
critical period through which an institution of this kind has ever 
passed. There has been a large loss of dormitory accommodation which 
must be met, as I originally pointed out, by the erection of a New 
Block, which I trust will bo built in accordance with the atest princi- 
ples. A large and commodious sanitary annexe has been erected 
including double bathroom, lavatories, closets, and brushing rooms. 
The floors are tiled in red, and the walls in white, so that both artistic 
and hygienic principles have been duly regarded. A u arrow, gloomy, 
quadrilateral corridor connecting the wards and dining ha las >con 
widened and made into a greenhouse, or at least will be used as sue i 
when the necessary general system of heating has been introduce . 

Some extension of building will be necessary to afford the Stan 
adequate sleeping accommodation, and this will best be done by assigning 
the few remaining small dormitories to the staff, and increasing ie 
number of single rooms in the New Block. 

There can be no doubt that the large majority of the patients require 
single rooms, and the additional accommodation of this class lias 
certainly added greatly to the peace and safety of the ward a 
nights. 

The usual cricket and football matches were played and afforded 
great amusement to both sexes. Some kind friends gave a pleasant 
concert at which over 100 patients were present. N othmg lias yet been 
done to render the large recreation hall suitable for entertainmen s o 
this kind, and indeed it is, and will be, used as a dormitory until the 
new wing is erected. A good piano has been bought and placed m 1 
female ward, No. 4, and a number of suitable books added to the 
Library. ^ 
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Central 
Criminal 
Asylum 
(D undrum). 


Conduct of 

patients. 

Accidents. 

No escape. 

One attempted 
escape. 


All clothing 
made in 
Asylum, 


Substitution 

of crockery 
for tinware. 


Spring 

mattresses. 


The conduct of the patients has been extremely good, and there l. 
been a remarkable freedom from violence either amon" themselves 
against the attendants. ° Inemse ‘ves or 

One patient sustained a fracture of the arm by falling from a chair 
Another patient attempted suicide on two occasions, but the inimi™ 
were not severe. Jr™ 

There was no escape during the year, and there was but one attemnt 
This was in the case of a patient employed in the store department 
and he would have been successful but for the courage displayed b 
Attendant Foley who was granted a special reward. Arrangement, 
have been made by which the officer in charge of the stores can exercise 
constant supervision. 

The whole of the clothing for attendants and patients has been 
manufactured m the asylum workshops and in the female wards 
A new industry, the making of stockings by machinery, has been 
introduced successfully. ■” 

, T,1 . e . use of cr °ckery for tinware is nearly universal, and the gain in 
cleanliness compensates for the more frequent breakages. The channe 
is much appreciated by the patients. 

Spring mattresses have been introduced to take the place of the 
Wretched-canvas beds, and tbe latter will be gradually abolished 

continSt^Js’upport 8 * C ° Ilea S“ eS 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 


The Inspectors of Lunatics, 
Dublin Castle. 


George Revington, 
Resident Physician and Governor. 


Notes on 
admissions in 
189G. 


Notes on Cases Admitted into the Central Criminal 
Lunatic Asylum, Dundritm, during the Year 1896. 


Malcs - Males. 

Case 1.— M. M‘G., admitted from Maryborough Prison, charged with 
murder. A case of dementia with little prospect of recovery. 

Case 2.— A. N., admitted from Kihnainham Prison, charged with 
m ecen exposure, was slightly demented and depressed, but has made 
a good recovery. 

Case 3.— M. M., admitted from Kilmainham Prison, charged with 
disclmr^d A CaSG lnan * a a potu, recovered rapidly and was 


Case 4. P. II., admitted from Kilmainham Prison, charged with 
the manslaughter of a fellow patient in the Richmond Asylum. A 
case ot mania of the impulsive type ; a strong family history of insanity 
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Case 5. — T. S., admitted from Mountjoy Prison, charged with Central 
travelling without a ticket. A case of general paralysis ; he came over 
from America as the result of delusions, and was only a few days here, as (Dundrum). 
lie was sent to the Sligo District Asylum, which thus has to maintain a — 
man who apparently had been in America for many years, and was 
probably a naturalised American. I have no doubt that he was insane 
when he left America. 

Case 6. — P. L., admitted from Castlebar Prison, charged with 
murder. A case of acute mania with homicidal impulse, an extremely 
serious case with a strong tendency to permanent dementia, is most 
unamenable to treatment. 

Case 7. — E. D., admitted from Wexford Prison, charged with 
burglary. A case of imbecility with acute exacerbations, mental 
symptoms extremely serious at first,* but he made a good recovery mentally 
subsequent to an attack of pleurisy. 

Case 8. — J. S., admitted from Maryborough Prison, charged with 
felonious entry. A case of supposed epilepsy of which I cannot discover 
any symptoms. His insanity is reported to have been purely post- 
cpileptic. 

Case 9. — L. B., admitted from Mountjoy Prison, charged with 
larceny. A case of mania with noisy exaltation. 

Case 10. — M. F., admitted from Tullamore Prison, charged with 
attempted suicide. A case of severe dementia, shows no signs of im- 
provement. 

Case 11. — J. C., admitted from Limerick Prison, charged with 
larceny. A case of dementia of the developmental type. 

Case 12. — J. C., admitted from Tullamore Prison, charged with 
murder. A case of acute mania of the delirious type, was convalescent 
on admission and is now quite well. 

Case 13.— P. C., admitted from Tullamore Prison, charged with 
murder. A brother of J. C., case 12, with precisely similar symptoms 
and recovery. 

Case 14. — A. F., admitted from Belfast Prison, charged with assault. 

A case of epilepsy, with post-epileptic mania and secondary dementia. 

Has had no fits since admission, but is extremely mischievous and unruly. 

Case 15.— J. R, admitted from Castlebar Prison, charged with 
attempting to wound. Has exhibited no symptoms of insanity. 

Case 1G. — G. C., admitted from Mountjoy Prison, charged with 
robbery. A typical criminal in appearance and manner, with the 
usual reticence Und delusions of suspicion and hypochondriacal symptoms. 

Case 17.— J. O’N., admitted from Belfast Prison, charged with 
obstructing railway. A case of developmental dementia or moial 
insanity. Has improved considerably. 

Case 18.— M. F., admitted from Mountjoy Prison, charged with 
larceny from the person. Seven previous convictions in England. A 
case of delusional mania, with extreme nervousness and sensitiveness. 

G 2 
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Case 19. — P. S., admitted from Mountjoy Prison, charged with 
assault and robbery. Seven previous convictions. Brother is also 
undergoing penal servitude. An habitual criminal, with low mental 
development, and marked exaltation. 

Case 20. — M. C., admitted from Galway Prison, charged with 
murder. A case of acute mania of the delirious type. Convalescent, on 
admission, and now quite well. Brother to J. C. and P. C., cases 12 
and 13. 

Case 21. — J. M., admitted from Galway Prison, charged with 
burglary. A case of dementia, apparently due to deprivation of the 
senses of hearing and speech. Became deaf from ear disease in 1891 
and loss of speech followed. A very curious case, and I am unable to 
give a prognosis. He can understand writing, and will write some 
sensible answers, but will not, for instance, write his name. 

Case 22.— W. T., admitted from Cork Prison, charged with at- 
tempted suicide. A case of melancholia, due to alcohol. Has im- 
proved rapidly. 

Case 23. — M. M., a formal re-admission, followed by discharge! 
same as case 3. 


Females. 

Case 24. — M. Q., admitted from Grangegorman Prison, charged with 
being drunk and disorderly. Bad personal history. Many convictions for 
same offence. No symptoms of insanity while here, but undoubtedly 
is subject to recurrent mania. Discharged on expiry of sentence. 

Case 25. — M. M‘C., admitted from Cork Prison, charged with murder, 
A case of dementia, which has improved considerably. 

Case 26. — M. G., admitted from Belfast Prison, charged with assault 
and w'ounding. A case of delusional mania of a chronic type. 

Case 27. — M. F., admitted from Cork Prison, charged with placing 
stones on railway. A case of acute delusional mania of the worst type. 


George Revington, m.d., 

Resident Physician and Governor, 
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APPENDIX C.— PRIVATE ASALUMS AND INSTITUTIONS 
FOR THE INSANE. 


Table I. — Showing the number ol Patients remaining in the 
Private Asylums and Institutions for the Insane on tho 31st 
December of each year from 18S0 to 1896, inclusive. 


Years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1880, 




236 

386 

622 

1881, 




238 

397 

635 

1882, 




254 

396 

650 

18S3, 




247 

389 

636 





244 

395 

639 

1885, 




243 

389 

632 

1886, 




233 

369 

602 

1887, 




239 

386 

625 

1888, 




240 

361 

601 

1889, 




259 

372 

631 

1890, 




253 

368 

621 

1891, 




266 

366 

632 

1892, 




275 

369 

644 

1893, 




281 

361 

612 

1894, 




293 | 

353 

646 

1895, 




305 

358 

663 

1896, 


■ 


318 

358 

676 
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Table II. — Showing the Number Licensed for, and also the Total 
Number of Patients under Treatment in each Private Asylum 
and Institution for the Insane during the year 1896, together 
with the N umber Remaining at the close thereof. 


Asylums and Institutions 

FOR TUB INSANK. 

Number Licensed 
for. 

Total Numbor under 
Treatment during 
1896. 

Number Remaining 
on 31st December, 
1896. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Armagh Retreat, Co. Armagh, . 

21 

15 

36 

22 

19 

41 

18 

11 

29 

Belmont Park, Co. Waterford, . 

40 

- 

40 

40 


40 

36 

- 

36 

Bloomfield Institution, Co. Dublin, 

- 

- 

- 

19 

23 

42 

17 

22 

39 

Course Lodge, Co. Armagh, 


15 

15 

- 

17 

17 

- 

12 

12 

Elm Lawn, Co. Dublin, , 

- 

10 

10 

- 

7 

7 

- 

7 

7 

Farnliam House and Maryville, 
Co. Dublin. 

30 

26 

56 

22 

30 

52 

17 

25 

42 

Glenside, Co. Antrim, 

5 

- 

5 

4 

- 

4 

1 

- 

1 

Hampstead House, Co. Dublin, . 

26 

- 

26 

26 

- 

26 

22 

- 

22 

Ilartfield House, Co. Dublin, 

27 

- 

27 

33 

- 

33 

21 

- 

21 

Highfield House, Co. Dublin, 

- 

22 

22 

- 

19 

19 

- 

16 

16 

Lindvillc, Co. Cork, . « 

10 

14 

24 

9 

16 

25 

8 

14 

22 

174, Ratbgar Road, Dublin,* 

- 

3 

3 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

St. John of God, Co. Dublin, 

80 

- 

80 

114 

- 

114 

77 

- 

77 

St. Patrick’s Hospital, Dublin City, 

- 

- 

- 

41 

73 

114 

35 

61 

96 

St. Vincent’s Institution, Co. 
Dublin. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

125 

125 

- 

102 

102 

Stewart Institution, Co. Dublin, . 

- 

- 

- 

79 

75 

154 

66 

57 

123 

Verville, Clontarf, Co. Dublin, . 

- 

27 

27 

- 

33 

33 

- 

24 

24 

Woodbine Lodge, Co. Dublin, 

- 

10 

10 

- 

9 

9 

- 

7 

7 

Total, . . 


409 

448 

857 

318 

358 

676 


o The Licence of this Asylum lapsed in 1896 and was not renewed. 
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Table III. — Showing for each of the Private Lunatic Asylum 
Discharges, Deaths, and Escapes, during 



Admissions. 

Discharges. 

Asylum* and Institutions 
kok the Insane. 

Not First 
Admissions. 

First 

Admissions. 

Total 

Number 

Admittod. 

Recovered. 

Relieved. 

Not 

I m proved, 



M. 

¥. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

r. 

T. 


Armagh Retreat, Co. Armagh, 

2 

4 

6 

I 

2 

3 

3 

6 

9 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5 

- 

2 

2 


Belmont Park, Co. Waterford, . 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

4 

- 

4 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 


Bloomfield Institution, Co. Dublin, 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 



Courso Lodge, Co. Armagh, . 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 


Elm Lawn, Co. Dublin 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 


Farnliam House and Maryville, Co. 
Dublin. 

1 

8 

4 

1 

3 

4 

2 

6 

8 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 


Glenside, Co. Antrim, .... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Hampstead House, Co. Dublin, 

2 

- 

2 

4 

- 

4 

6 

- 

G 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 


Hartfleld House, Co. Dublin, . 

5 

- 

6 

7 

- 

7 

12 

- 

12 

7 

- 

7 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 


Highfleld House, Co. Dublin, . , 

- 

2 

2 

- 

3 

3 

- 

6 

6 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


Lindvllle.Co. Cork, . . 

- 

4 

4 

2 

1 

3 

2 

6 

7 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 


*174, Rathgar Road, Dublin, . 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


2 


St. John of God, Co. Dublin, . 

8 

- 

8 

41 

- 

41 

49 

- 

49 

23 

- 

23 

4 

- 

4 

3 

- 

3 


St. Patrick’s Hospital, Dublin City, . 

4 

4 

8 

7 

13 

20 

11 

17 

28 

1 

6 

7 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 


St. Vincent’s Institution, Co. Dublin, . 

- 

C 

6 

- 

14 

14 

- 

20 

20 

- 

11 

11 

- 

4 

4 

- 


■ 


Stewart Institution, Co. Dublin, . 

1 

6 

G 

11 

0 

20 

12 

14 

2G 

4 

6 

9 

3 

6 

9 

1 

1 

3 


Vorvllle, Clontarf, Co. Dublin, , 

- 

6 

5 

- 

7 

7 

- 

12 

12 

- 

G 

6 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 



Woodbine Lodge, Co. Dublin, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 


Total, 

26 

35 

GO 

79 

65 

134 

104 

90 

194 

44 

37 

81 

17 

18 

35 

7 

10 

n 


* The Licence of this Asylum lapse! 
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and Institutions for the Insane the Number of Admissions, 
the Year ended 31st December, 1896. 



Deaths. 

Natural 

Causos. 

Accidental 

Causes. 

Total 

Numbor 

Died. 



Total 
Discharges, 
Deaths, 
and Escapes. 


Asylums and Institutions 
for the Insane. 


4 8 12 Armagh Retreat, Oo. Armagh. 

4 - 4 Belmont Park, Co. Waterford. 

2 1 3 Bloomfield Institution, Co. Dublin. 

5 5 Course Lodge, Co. Armagh. 

Elm Lawn, Co. Dublin. 

5 6 10 Farnham House and Maryville, Co. 

Dublin. 

3 - 8 Glenside, Co. Antrim. 

4 - 4 Hampstead House, Co. Dublin. 

L2 - 12 Hartfleld House, Co. Dublin. 

3 3 Highfleld House, Co. Dublin. 

12 3 Lindville, Co. Cork. 

-22 “174, Rathgar Road, Dublin. 

37 - 37 St. John of God, Co. Dublin. 

6 12 18 St. Patrick's Hospital, Dublin City. 

23 23 St. Vincent’s Institution, Co. Dublin. 

13 18 81 Stewart Institution, Co. Dublin. 

-09 VerviUe,Clontarf, Co. Dublin. 

- 2 2 Woodbine Lodge, Co. Dublin. 

01 90 181 Total. 
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Table IV. — Showing the probable Causes of Insanity in the 
Patients remaining in Private Lunatic Asylums and Institutions 
for the Insane on 31st December, 1 S9G. 


Causes. 



Males. 

Females. 

Total. 







Moral Causes: — 






Domestic trouble (including loss of 

relatives 

and 

2 

12 

14 

friends). 






Adverse circumstances (including business anxi- 

5 

5 

10 

eties and pecuniary difficulties). 






Mental anxiety and worry (not included under 

21 

24 

45 

above two heads), and ovcrwoik. 
Religious excitement, 



4 

7 

11 

Love affairs (including seduction), 



- 

2 

2 

Fright and nervous shock, . , 



5 

6 

11 

Physical Causes: — 






Intemperance in drink, , , 



82 

18 

50 

,, sexual, 



- 

- 


Venereal disease, 



- 

- 

_ 

Self -abuse (sexual), . . , 



4 


4 

Over-exertion, , . • , 



2 

- 

2 

Sunstroke, .... 



7 

1 

8 

Accident or injury, 



8 

1 

4 

Pregnancy, .... 



- 

- 


Parturition and the puerperal state, 



- 

5 

6 

Lactation, . , , , 



- 

- 

- 

Uterine and Ovarian disorders, , 



- 

1 

1 

Puberty, 



- 

- 

- 

Change of life, • 



- 

5 

5 

Fevers, 



1 

1 

2 

Privation and starvation, . 



- 

- 

. 

Old age, 



8 

4 

12 

Other bodily diseases or disorders, 



4 

4 

8 

Previous attacks, 



8 

12 

20 

Hereditary influences ascertained (direct and col- 

72 

86 

158 

lateral). 

Congenital defect ascertained, 



52 

37 

89 

Other ascertained causes, 



4 

- 

4 

Unknown, . . k , 



84 

127 

211 

Total, . 








318 

858 

cru 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




App. C.] 


and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 


95 


Table V. — Showing- the Forms of Mental Disorder in the Admissions, 
Recoveries, and Deaths, during the year 1896 ; and also in the eases 
Remaining in the Private Lunatic Asylums and Institutions for the 
Insane on the 31st December, 1896. 


Form of Mental Disorder. 

Admissions. 

Recoveries. 

Deaths. 

Remaining 

on 

31st Dec., 1896. 




M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Congenital or 

nvith Epilepsy, 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

G 

2 

8 

Infantile 

(Without Epilepsy, . 

8 

7 

15 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

47 

35 

82 

Epilepsy acquired, . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

8 

G 

14 

General Paralysis, 

14 

- 

14 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

13 

2 

15 


Acute, .... 

9 

27 

3G 

G 

9 

15 

1 

4 

5 

17 

27 

44 


Chronic, . . . 

7 

7 

14 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

G 

51 

84 

135 


Recurrent, . * 

4 

10 

14 

2 

7 

9 

_ 

2 

2 

20 

31 

51 

Mania . 
















A Potu , .... 

10 

2 

12 

9 

1 

10 

1 

2 

3 

G 

7 

13 


Puerperal, . . 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 


Senile, .... 

1 

2 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 



Acute, . 

10 

6 

16 

7 

4 

11 

1 

- 

1 

5 

14 

19 



Chronic, . 

5 

2 

7 

5 

- 

5 


2 

2 

14 

28 

42 



With Stupor, . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 



- 

3 

3 

G 

Melancholia 
















Recurrent, . 

2 

G 

8 

1 

4 

5 

- 

2 

2 


12 

m\ 



Puerperal, • 


2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 




Senile, . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

SI 



1 Of Suspicion, Unseen 

G 

4 

10 

3 

1 

4 

1 

_ 

1 

11 

11 

22 

1 Monomania 

-c Agency, &c. 















(Of Pride, &c., 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

4 

2 

G 

1 Other forms of Delusional Insanity, 

11 

6 

17 

8 

1 

9 

- 

1 

1 

37 

88 

75 



Primary, . . 

6 

3 

9 

2 

4 

6 

3 

2 

5 

16 

M 

2G 



Secondary, . 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

8 

45 

35 

80 

I Dementia 

Senile, . • 

4 

2 

G 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

G 

5 

8 

8 



Organic (t.e.,from Tu- 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

5 



mours, Coarse Brain 















Disease, &c.) 














Total 

104 

90 

194 

44 

37 

81 


1 

B 


858 

G7G 
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Table VI. — Showing the Ages of Patients remaining in tho 
Private Lunatic Asylums and Institutions for the Insane on 
31st December, 1896. 


Aqbs. 

Males. 

Fomalo j. 

Total, 

Under 15 years, 




15 

17 

32 

From 15 to 20 years, . 




18 

8 

26 

From 20 to 30 )-ears, . 




36 

18 

64 

From 30 to 40 years, . 




55 

50 

105 

From 40 to 50 years, . 




81 

81 

162 

From 50 to 60 years, . 




48 

97 

145 

From 60 to 70 years, . 




40 

50 

90 

From 70 to 80 years, 




21 

33 

53 

Over 80 years, 




4 

5 

9 

Total, 




318 

358 

‘ 

676 


Table VII. — Showing the Social Condition as to Marriage of 
Patients remaining in the Private Lunatic Asylums and 
Institutions for the Insane on 31st December, 1896. 


— 

Males. 

Femalos. 

Total. 

Married, ... 

34 

32 

60 

Single, , 

268 

268 

636 

Widowers and Widows, 

16 

68 

74 

Unknown, • » • , . 

- 


- 

Total, . , 

318 

358 

676 
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Table VIII. — Showing the previous Professions or Occupations 
of the Patients remaining in Private Lunatic Asylums and 
Institutions for the Insane on 31st December, 189G. 


Previous Professions or Occupations. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Army, ...... 

11 

_ 

11 

Navy, ...... 

2 

- 

2 

Church, .... 

45 

- 

45 

Law, . . . . 

10 

- 

10 

Medicine, ... . 

14 

- 

14 

Students, . . . . 

21 

- 

21 

In Trade, . . ' . . 

47 

6 

53 

Farmers, . . , • 

25 

2 

27 

Other Occupations, . . , . , 

41 

1G 

57 

No Occupation, • . . . 

102 

334 

43 G 

Total, ... . 

318 

358 

676 


Table IX. — Giving the Names of the Proprietors or Superintendents 
of the Private Asylums and Institutions for the Insane. 


Asylums andlnstitutions. 


Proprietor or Superintendent. 


Armagh Retreat, . 
Belmont Park, . . (m.) 

Bloomfield Institution, . 

Course Lodge, . . (f.) 

Elm Lawn, . . (f.) 

Farnham House, (m.) i 
and Maryvillo, . (f.) 
Glenside, . . (m.) 

Hampstead House, (m.) | 

Hartfleld House, . (m.) : 
Highfleld House, . (f.) 
Lindville, 

St. John of God, . (m.) 
St. Patrick' 8 Hospital, 

St. Vincent's Institution. 

(f.) 

Stewart Institution, 
Verville, . . (f.) 

Woodbine Lodge, . (f.) 


Armagh, . . I 

Waterford, . . . ' 

Donnybrook, Co. Dub- 
lin. 

Rich Hill, Co. Armagh, . 

Dundrum, Co. Dublin, . 

| Finglas, Co. Dublin, . 

Ballysillan, Belfast., 

Glasnovin, Co. Dublin, . 

Drumcondra, Co. Dub- 
lin. 

Druracondra, Co. Dub- 
lin. 

Blackrock Road, Cork, . 

Stillorgan, Co. Dublin, . 

James’s Street, Dub'in, 

Fairview, Co. Dublin, . 

Palmerston, Co. Dub- 
lin. 

Green Lanes, Clontarf, 
Co. Dublin. 

Rathfarnham, Co. Dub- 
lin. 


Jno. G. nnd Joseph Allen. 

Rev. W. J. Becker. 

Henry A. Lodge (Registrar). 

William and James Orr. 

(Miss) Sarah Bernard. 

Alexander Patton, M.B. 

Charles James Milligan, L.R.C.P. As. TCP. 
John Eustace, M.D.; II. M. Eustace, M.D.; 

and Benj. F. Eustace. 

Dr. Francis E. Lynch and Jno. J. 
Magrath. 

John Eustace, M.D. ; H. M. Eustace, M.D. ; 

and Benj. F. Eustace. 

John Osburne. 

Rev. E. Picard. 

John Molony, F.R C.P.I. 

The Superioress. 

Frederick Pim, L.n.C.P. I. «5c M.R.O.8.E. 

Dr. Edward Wm. and Albert Lynch. 
(Mrs.) Mary Jane Bishop. 


(m.) For male pationtH only. 


(f.) For female patients only. 
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APPENDIX D. — Table showing the Number of Lunatics and 


Unions. 

Lunatics. 

Without Epilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 

PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 











M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Antrim, 


7 

7 


2 

2 


9 

9 

Armagh, .... 

9 

17 

2G 

1 


1 

10 

17 

27 

Bailieborough, 






. 




Ballycastle, .... 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

2 

Ballymena, .... 

5G 

5G 

112 




5G 

5G 

112 

Ballymonoy, 

2 

3 

5 




2 

3 

5 

Ballyshannon, 

. 

3 

3 





3 

8 

Banbridgo, .... 

3 

12 

15 




3 

12 

15 

Bawnboy, .... 










Belfast, 

120 

183 

303 

1G 

32 

48 

13G 

215 

351 

Carrickmaeross, . , 


4 

4 





4 


Castleblayney, . 

9 

5 

14 




9 

5 

14 

Castlederg, .... 

. 


. 







Cavan 

2 

e 

7 

2 

3 

5 

4 

8 

12 

Clogher 

1 


1 




1 


1 

Clones, 

. 

4 

4 





4 


Coleraine, .... 

1 

3 

4 


1 

1 

1 



Cookstown, .... 

3 

5 

8 


2 

2 

3 

7 

10 

Cootohill, .... 

1 


1 




1 


1 

Donegal 


1 

1 





1 

1 

Downpatrick, 

3 

1 

4 

1 


1 

4 



Dnnfanaghy, - .- v — . 

2 

2 

4 




• 2 



Dungannon 

3 

10 

13 

1 

1 

2 

4 



Enniskillen, .... 

0 

9 

15 







Glonties, .... 

1 

1 

2 




1 



Iniskowen, • . . . 

9 

3 

12 




9 


12 

Irvinestown, 

, 









Kilkeel, 





1 

1 


1 

1 

Larne, 

3 

11 

14 




3 

11 

14 

Letterkenny, 










Limavady, .... 

2 

7 

9 


3 

3 

2 

10 

12 

Lisburn, ..... 

3 

7 

10 

1 

2 

3 



13 

Lisnaskea 










Londonderry, 

C 

7 

12 







Lurgan 

11 

12 

23 

1 

1 

2 

12 


25 

Magkorafelt, , 

G 

4 

10 







MiLford, . . 

1 

1 

2 







Monaghan, .... 

5 

4 

9 







Nowry, 

7 

11 

18 

1 

1 

2 



20 

Newtownards, 

10 

18 

28 

2 

2 

4 

12 


32 

Omagh, 

1 

5 

G 


1 





Strabane 

5 

3 

8 


2 

2 

5 

5 

10 

Stranorlar, .... 

' 

2 

2 



• 


2 

2 

Total, Ulster, . 

290 

427 

717 

27 

54 

81 

817 

481 

798 
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Imbeciles in Union Workhouses on 31st December, 1896. 


Imbeciles. 

Total 

Lunatics and Imbeciles. 

UNIONS. 

WilhoutEpilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 













PROVINCE OF 






T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

ULSTER 

3 

4 

6 

1 


1 

8 

4 

7 

3 

13 

1G 

Antrim. 

5 

9 

14 


1 

1 

5 

10 

15 

15 

27 

42 

Armagh. 

1 

5 

0 




1 

5 

6 

1 

6 

G 

Bailieborough. 

5 


5 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1 

7 

7 

2 

9 

Ballycastle. 

18 

11 

29 

3 

5 

7 

20 

16 

36 

76 

72 

148 

Ballymena. 

1 

1 

3 

1 


1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

4 

8 

Ballymoney. 

1 


1 




1 


i 

1 

8 

4 

BaUyshannon. 

9 

0 

18 

8 

1 

4 

12 

10 

22 

15 

22 

37 

Banbridge. 

3 

3 

5 

1 


1 

8 

3 

6 

8 

8 

6 

Bawnboy. 

30 

30 

60 

14 

3 

16 

44 

33 

76 

180 

247 

427 

Belfast. 

1 

1 

3 




1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

6 

Carrickmacross. 

8 

8 

0 

1 


1 

4 

8 

7 

13 

8 

21 

Castleblayney. 

1 

1 

3 

1 


1 

2 

1 

8 

2 

1 

8 

Castlederg. 

7 

0 

13 

3 

1 

4 

10 

6 

16 

14 

14 

38 

Cavan. 

7 

4 

11 

1 

1 

3 

8 

5 

13 

9 

5 

14 

Clogher. 


3 

3 

1 


1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

6 

7 

Clones. 

3 

4 

6 




2 

4 

6 

8 

8 

11 

Coleraine. 

3 


3 




3 


8 

6 

7 

13 

Cookstown. 

1 

4 

5 

• 


• 

1 

4 

5 

2 

4 

G 

Cootehill. 

2 

S 

4 


1 

1 

2 

8 

5 

2 

4 

G 

Dpnegal. 

6 

4 

10 




6 

4 

10 

10 

5 

15 

Downpatrick. 


1 

1 


1 

1 


2 

2 

2 

4 

0 

Dunfauagliy. 

5 

9 

14 

1 


1 

C 

9 

lr. 

10 

20 

80 

Dungannon. 

8 

6 

14 


1 

1 

9 

6 

15 

15 

16 

SO 

Enniskillen. 

1 

6 

C 




1 

5 

G 

3 

6 

8 

Qlenties. 



• 



. 




9 

8 

13 

Inishowen. 

8 

8 

C 




8 

8 

6 

8 

8 

6 

Irvinestown. 

1 


1 



■ 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Kilkeel. 

5 

9 

14 

3 

1 

8 

7 

10 

17 

10 

21 

81 

Larne. 

1 

1 

3 




1 

i 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Lpttorkenny, 

7 

7 

H 




7 

7 

14 

9 

17 

2G 

Limavady. 

4 

10 

14 

1 

3 

4 

6 

13 

18 

9 

22 

81 

Lisburn. 

3 

1 

4 




8 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

Lisnaskca. 

4 

c 

10 

1 


1 

5 

G 

11 

10 

13 

23 

Londonderry. 


15 

28 


4 

4 

8 

19 

27 

20 

33 

62 

Lurgan. 

4 

3 

7 


1 

1 

4 

4 

8 

10 

8 

18 

Maghcrafelt. 


3 

S 


1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

6 

Milford. 

3 

6 

9 


1 

1 

3 

7 

10 

8 

11 

19 

Monaghan. 


10 

17 


3 

3 

7 

13 

20 

15 

25 

40 

Ncwry. 


10 

19 

3 


3 

12 

10 

22 

24 

80 

54 

Newtownards. 


S 

4 




1 

3 

4 

2 

9 

11 

Omagh. 


4 

8 




4 

4 

8 

9 

9 

18 

Strabane. 


2 

3 




1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

5 

Stranorlar. 
















188 

214 

403 

38 

29 

67 

226 

243 

469 

543 

724 

1,267 

Total, Ulster. 
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Table showing the Number of Lunatics and Imbeciles 









Lunatics. 








Without Epilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 


Total. 


PROVINCE OF 
MUNSTER. 
Ballyvaghan, 


M. 

1 

F. 

1 

T. 

2 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

T. 

2 

Ban don, 




5 

8 

13 




6 

8 

13 

Bantry, 













Borriaokane, 




1 


1 




1 


1 

Caherciveen, 













Carriok-on-Suir 





3 

8 


2 

2 


5 

6 

Cashel, . 





1 

1 


1 

1 


2 

! 

Castletown, . 




s 

1 

6 




2 

1 

3 

Clogheen, , 




4 

1 

5 




4 

1 

6 

Clonakilty, . 




1 


1 




1 


1 

ClonmeL 




5 

9 

14 


1 

1 

5 

10 

15 

Cork 




52 

103 

ICO 

17 

22 

60 

G9 

130 

199 

Corrofln, 




1 

1 

2 

l 

, 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Croom, . , 




0 

6 

12 

2 

1 

3 

8 

7 

15 

Dingle, 




. 

1 

1 





1 

1 

Dungarvan, . 




6 

1 

C 

1 

1 

2 

G 

2 

8 

Dunmanway, 





1 

1 


, 



1 

1 

Ennis, . 




48 

81 

79 

4 

1 

5 

63 

83 

84 

Ennistymon, 




18 

13 

31 

1 

8 

4 

19 

16 

85 

Fermoy, 




8- 

8 

11 




3 

8 

11 

Kanturk, 




8 

17 

25 


5 

5 

8 

22 

80 

Kenmare, 













Killadysert, . 




9 

4 

13 




9 

4 

13 

Killarney, 




2 

2 

4 


1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

Kilmacthomas, 




2 

3 

5 


2 

2 

2 

5 

7 

Kilmallock, . 




9 

21 

30 

2 

3 

5 

11 

24 

35 

Kilrush. . 




17 

19 

SG 

1 

3 

4 

18 

22 

40 

Kinsalo, . 




1 


1 




1 


1 

Limerick, 




9 

89 

48 

2 

1 

3 

11 

40 

61 

Lismore, 




7 

11 

18 

1 

3 

4 

8 

14 

32 

Listowel, 




5 

9 

14 

1 


1 

6 

9 

15 

Macroom, , 




4 

8 

12 

1 

2 

3 

5 

10 

16 

Mallow, 




8 

1C 

19 

2 


2 

5 

16 

21 

Midleton, 













Millstreet, 




3 

1 

4 


1 

1 

8 

2 

6 

Mitchelstown, 




8 

6 

9 


2 

2 

3 

8 

11 

Nenagh, 




6 

7 

12 




5 

7 

12 

Newcastle, . 




4 

7 

11 

2 


3 

6 

7 

13 

Ratlikeale, . 




S 

5 

10 





5 

10 

Roscrea, . 

Scariff, . 
Skibbereen, . 




1 


1 

. 





2 

Skull, 

Thurles, 




1 

1 

6 

1 

7 


1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

8 

Tipperary, . 




10 

21 

81 

2 

4 

6 

12 

25 

37 

Tralee, . 




8 

4 

7 


2 

2 

3 

G 

9 

Tulla, . . 




C 

6 

11 




6 

5 

11 

Waterford, . 





7 

7 

6 


6 

6 

7 

13 

Youghal, 




8 

4 

7 




3 

4 

7 

Total, Munster. 


272 

417 

689 

46 

63 

109 

318 

480 

798 
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Afp D.] <muJ Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland , 
in Union Workhouses, on 31st December, 1896. — continued. 


Without with Epilepsy. Total. 

Epilepsy. | 


F. T. M. F. 


Total 

LunaticB and 
Imbeciles. 


76 3 87 | 397 | 634 | 


PROVINCE OF 
MUNSTER. 
Ballyvaghan. 
Bandon. 

Bantry. 

Borrisokane. 

Caherciveen. 

Carrick-on-Sulr. 

CaBbel. 

Castletown. 

Clogheen. 

Clonakilty. 

Clonmel. 

Cork. 

Corrofln. 

Croom. 
i Dingle, 
i Dungarvan. 
l Dunmanway. 
i Ennis. 
r Ennistymon. 

’ Fermoy. 

I Kanturk. 

5 Kenmare. 

) Killadysert. 

5 Killarney. 
i Kilmacthomas. 

3 Kilmallock. 

9 Kilrush. 

1 Kinsale. 

0 Limerick. 

7 Lismore. 

4 Listowol. 
a Macroom. 

9 Mallow. . 

1 Midleton. 

4 Millstreet. 

8 Mitchelstowu. 

4 Nenagh. 

8 Newcastle. 

1 Rathkeale. 

8 Roscrea. 

4 Scar iff. 

7 Skibbereen. 

1 Skull. 

.1 Tliurles. 

10 Tipperary. 

13 Tralee. 

11 Tulla. 

is Waterford. 

12 YoughaL 

IS Total, Munster. 
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Table showing the Number of Lunatics and Imbeciles in 


Unions. 




LUNATICS. 



j 

Without Epilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total 


PROVINCE OF 











LEINSTER. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 


Abbeyleix, .... 

1 

1 

2 




1 




Ardee, 


2 

2 








Athlone, .... 











Athy, 

■ 










Ballymahon, 


1 

1 








Balrothory, .... 

4 

8 

12 


1 

1 





Baltlngla69, .... 











Callan 

7 

3 

10 

3 

1 

4 

10 




Carlow, 

4 

8 

12 

2 

1 

3 





Castleoomer, 

5 

2 

7 








Celbrldgo, .... 

3 

5 

8 

2 







Delvln, . . 

1 

1 

2 








Drogheda 

23 

9 

32 

3 

3 






Dublin, North, 

25 

74 

99 

8 

44 

52 

33 




Dublin, South, 

G2 

04 

15G 

5 

3 

8 





Dundalk 

4 

G 

10 


3 






Dunehaughlin, . 

4 

2 

G 

1 







Edenderry, ... 


3 

3 








Enniscorthy, 

.1 

G 

7 








Gorey, 


1 

1 








Granard, .... 

3 

2 

5 








Kells, .... 

1 

G 

7 


1 






lil Kenny, .... 

7 


7 








Longford, 

3 

2 









Mountmellick, 

G 

6 

12 





6 



Mullingar, ... 

2 

4 









Naas, ..... 

2 

3 

5 








Navan, 

9 

9 

18 


1 






New Rosb, .... 

6 

3 









Oldcastle, 











Parsonstown, 

5 

4 





8 




Rathdown 

14 

28 

42 

5 





48 


Rathdrum, .... 

5 

1G 

21 

1 





38 


Shillelagh, 

1 

5 









Thomastown, 

4 

7 

11 






11 


Trim, 

4 

8 

7 






0 


Tullamore 

4 

12 

16 






19 


Urlingford, . 

1 

1 









Wexford, 

1 


1 




1 


1 


Total, Leinster. 

222 

340 

562 

38 

73 

111 

2G0 

418 

G73 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


App. D.] 


and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 


103 


Union Workhouses, on 31st December, 1896 —continued. 


Imbeciles. 

Total Lunatics 
and 

Imbeciles. 

Unions. 

Without 

Epilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 













PROVINCE OF 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

LEINSTER. 







4 

4 

8 

5 

6 

10 

Abbeyleix. 


9 

14 

S 

2 

6 

8 

11 

19 

8 

13 

21 

Ardee. 













Athlone. 




1 

1 

2 

6 

2 

8 

6 

2 

8 

Athy. 





1 

1 


2 

2 


3 

3 

Ballymahon. 







1 


1 

6 

9 

14 

Balrothery. 






2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

4 

7 

Baltinglass. 




1 

2 

S 

8 

8 

16 

18 

12 

30 

Call an. 


8 


2 

4 

6 

0 

12 

21 

16 

21 

86 

Carlow. 








1 

1 

6 

3 

8 

Castleconier. 







1 


1 

6 

5 

11 

Celbridge. 







4 

4 

8 

6 

5 

10 

Delvin. 






1 

0 

3 

12 

35 

15 

50 

Drogheda. 





2 

5 

10 

7 

17 

43 

125 

168 

Dublin, North. 







4 

20 

24 

71 

117 

188 

Dublin, South. 




2 

B 

10 

11 

18 

29 

15 

27 

42 

Dundalk. 







2 

8 

10 

7 

10 

17 

Dunshaughlin. 







4 

5 

9 

4 

8 

12 

Edenderry. 




1 

2 

8 

19 

28 

47 

21 

36 

57 

Enniscortby. 





1 

1 

0 

7 

16 

9 

8 

17 

Gorey. 







2 

2 

4 

6 

5 

10 

Granard. 






1 

6 

8 

14 

7 

15 

22 

Kells. 





1 

1 

6 

25 

31 

14 

25 

39 

Kilkenny. 







1 


1 

4 

2 

6 

Longford. 






1 

1 


1 

8 

6 

14 

Mountmcllick. 







3 

7 

10 

5 

11 

16 

Mullingar. 

7 




4 

4 

7 

19 

26 

11 

22 

33 

Naas. 

8 

13 

21 

1 

1 

2 

9 

14 

23 

18 

24 

42 

Navan. 

16 



2 

6 

7 

17 

27 

44 

26 

30 

56 

New Ross. 





1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

3 

7 

10 

Oldcastle. 










6 

6 

11 

Parsonstown. 

7 



1 

1 

2 

8 

11 

19 

27 

41 

68 

Rathdown. 







2 

2 

4 

8 

19 

27 

Rathdrum. 








4 

4 

l 

10 

11 

Shillelagh. 







2 

S 

5 

6 

10 

16 

Thomastown. 

7 




3 

S 

7 

11 

18 

11 

16 

27 

Trim. 

11 

8 



1 

2 

12 

9 

21 

10 

24 

40 

Tullamorc. 







2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

Urlingford. 

10 

14 

24 

3 

5 

8 

13 

19 

32 

14 

19 

33 

Wexford. 

188 

___ 

260 

448 

26 

40 

74 

213 

309 

522 

473 

722 

1,195 

Total, Leinster. 
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Table showing the Number of Lunatics and Imbeciles 



Without Epilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 

PROVINCE 





1 





OF CONNAUGHT. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 


Ballina 


7 

9 


. 


2 

7 

9 

Ballinasloe, .... 

1 

2 

3 




1 

2 


Ballinrobe, 


2 

2 





2 


Belmullet, .... 










Boyle 

1 

10 

11 


1 

1 

1 

11 

12 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 

1 

1 

2 




1 



Castlebar, .... 










Castlerea, .... 


1 

1 







Claremorris 


5 

5 





5 

5 

Olifilen, 










Dromore West, . 




1 






Galway, 

2 

1 

3 


1 

1 




Glonnamaddy, 

2 

2 

4 

1 


1 

3 



Gort, 

1 


1 







Killala, 


1 

1 







Loughrea, . . . . 


2 

2 

1 


1 

1 



Manorhamilton, . . .1 

1 

1 

2 







Mohill 



. 







Mount Bellew, . . . 










Oughterard 


4 

8 







Portumna, .... 

1 

2 

3 


1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Roscommon,. 

7 

13 

20 

2 


2 

9 

13 

22 

Sligo, 

5 

11 

16 


1 

1 

5 

12 

17 

Strokestown, 

3 

3 

G 




3 

3 

G 

Swineford, . 

2 


2 




2 


2 

Tobercurry, .... 

2 

3 

5 ' 

1 


1 

3 

3 

6 

Tuam, 

2 


2 



■ , 


2 

Westport, .... 

2 

1 j 

3 

. i . | 


2 

1 

. 

Total, Connaught, 

39 

72 1 

111 

«| 

4 

I0 J 

45 

76 

121 


SUMMARY OF 


Ulster, 

i 290 

427 

717 

27 

54 

81 

1 317 

481 

798 

Munster, .... 

1 272 

417 

689 

46 

63 

109 

! 

318 . 

480 

798 

Leinster, .... 

222 

340 

562 

38 

73 

111 

260 

413 

673 

Connaught, 

39 

72 

m 

6 

4 

10 

45 

76 

121 

Total, Ireland, 

823 

1,256 

2,079 

117 

194 

311 

940 

1,450 

2,390 
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in Union Workhouses on 31st December, 1896. continued. 



Imbeciles. 


Total 


UNIONS. 


WithoutEpilepsy. 

With Epilepsy. 

Total. 




it. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. ! 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

PROVINCE 
OF CONNAUGHT. 


4 

12 

16 

1 

1 

2 

5 

13 

18 

7 

20 

27 

Ballina. 


o 

1 

3 


1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

3 

4 

7 

Ballinasloe. 



4 




3 

1 

4 

3 

3 

6 

Ballinrobe. 

j 1 


3 




1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Belmullet. 

! 7 

C 

13 

1 

2 

3 

8 

8 

16 

9 

19 

28 

Boyle. 










1 

1 

2 

Carrick-on-Shannon. 

2 

2 

4 

2 


2 

4 

2 

6 

4 

2 

6 

Castlebar. 

1 11 

7 

18 

1 

1 

2 

12 

8 

20 

12 

9 

21 

Castlerea. 











5 

5 

Claremorris. 

| I 

3 

4 




1 

3 

4 

l 

3 

4 

Clifden. 

2 

2 

4 




2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

5 

Dromoro West. 


1 

4 

5 




1 

4 

5 

3 

6 

9 

Galwa3 r . 


3 

4 

7 


1 

1 

3 

5 

8 

6 

7 

13 

Glcnnamaddy. 


2 

1 

3 

1 


1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

1 

5 

Gort. 


3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

7 

4 

4 

8 

Killala. 


2 

6 

8 


2 

2 

2 

8 

10 

3 

10 

13 

Loughrea. 

2 

4 

6 

1 


1 

3 

4 

7 

4 

5 

9 

Manorhamilton. 

1 2 

2 

4 




2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4. 

Mohill. 

I 1 

7 

8 

1 


1 

2 

7 

9 

2 

7 

9 

Mount Bellew. 

2 


2 




2 


2 

6 

4 

10 

Oughterard. 


1 

1 





1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

Portnmna. 

3 

5 

8 


1 

1 

3 

6 

9 

12 

19 

31 

Roscommon. 

9 

3 

12 

2 

2 

4 

11 

5 

16 

16 

17 

33 

Sligo. 

5 

9 

14 




5 

9 

14 

8 

12 

20 

Strokestown. 

4 

11 

15 

1 


1 

5 

11 

16 

7 

11 

18 

Swineford. 

4 

4 

8 

1 

1 

2 

5 

5 

10 

8 

8 

16 

Tohercurry. 

1 

3 

4 




1 

3 

4 

3 

3 

6 

Tuam. 

1 2 

3 

5 




2 

3 

5 

4 

4 

8 

Westport. 

79 

105 

184 

13 

13 

. 26 

92 

118 

210 

137 

194 

331 

Total, Connaught. 

provinces. 


| 188 

214 

402 

38 

29 

67 

226 

243 

409 

543 

724 

1,267 

ULSTER. 

208 

250 

458 

29 

47 

7G 

237 

297 

534 

555 

777 

1,332 

MONSTER. 

188 

200 

448 

25 

49 

74 

213 

303 

522 

473 

722 

1,195 

LEINSTER. 

1 79 

105 

1 184 

13 

13 

26 

92 

118 

210 

137 

194 

331 

CONNAUGUT. 

663 

829 

j 1,192 

105 

138- 

243 

768 

967 

1,735 

1,708 

2,117 

4.125 

TOTAL, IRELAND. 
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Tablb II. — Showing the Number and Disposal of Persons confined 
in Convict Prisons who were or became insane during the year 
ended 3 1st December, 1896. 



Convicts. 


.Mali's. 

Females. 

Total. 

Remaining in custody on 31st December, 1895, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Became insane during the year ended 3lBt December, 
1896, 

6 

- 

6 

Total number in custody during the Year , . 

6 

- 

6 

Removed, Discharged, and Died : — 




Removed to Dundrum Asylum by warrant of Lord 
Lieutenant, ......... 

6 

- 

6 

Discharged by order of Lord Lieutenant, or on expirn - 
tion of sentence, 

- 

- 

- 

Otherwise removed from Prisons, 


- 

- 

Died, . .... 

- 


- 

L'otal Removed, Discharged, and Died, .... 

6 

- 

6 

Remaining in Prisons on 31st December, 1896, 

- 

- 

- 


NOTE.— The cases shown in this Table are also included in Table 1. 


[Appendix F. 
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Appendix to Forty-sixth Report oio District, Criminal , [App. F 


Armagh 
Astlum. 
Inspected on 
2Gth Nov., 
18%. 

Statistics. 


Accommoda- 

tion. 


Recovery and 
death rates. 


APPENDIX F. 


Memoranda of Inspections. 


ARMAGH DISTRICT ASYLUM. 
I visited this asylum on the 26th November last. 


The numbers then resident were : — Males, 235 ; Females, 228; 
Total, 463. The changes which have taken place in the Asylum 
population since last inspection are as follow : — 


— — 

Males. 

* 

Females. 

Total. 

On register at last visit (24th j 
October, 1895), . 

208 

217 

425 

Admitted since, 

G2 

39 

101 

Total, . 

270 

256 

520 

Discharged recovered, 

1G 

15 

81 

Discharged unrecovered, 

7 

2 

9 

23 

Died, .... 

12 

11 

Total, . 

35 

28 

G3 


The rooms of the asylum have been carefully measured by the 
Architect, who returns the actual accommodation — allowing 60 super- 
ficial feet to each patient in the dormitories, and 30 in the day-rooius- 
as for 305 in the dormitories, and only 160 in the day-rooms. This 
leaves a serious deficiency of proper sleeping accommodation, and a still 
more serious deficiency of day-room space. 


The new asylum hospital will, however, be brought into occupation 
in the course of the present year, and will not only tend to relieve the 
congestion by providing proper accommodation for the sick, but will 
also make provision of the most advanced kind for the special treatment 
of curable cases. In most lunacy districts in Ireland our efforts are 
largely engaged in trying to house comfortably the yearly increasing 
number of patients, but the occupation of the asylum hospital at 
Armagh will, I trust, in addition to relieving the overcrowding, tend 
largely to the individual treatment of recent cases, so as to afford the 
very best chance of recovery. 

The percentage of recoveries on admissions for the year 1896 has 
been 30-9 for males, and 54-8 for the females, representing a total 
recovery rate of 39-5 ; while the percentage of the deaths on t? 
average number resident, notwithstanding the great overcrowding, Jjj 8 ’ 
been only 5 - 0 on the male side, and 4-5 on the female, or 4 7 for t - 
entire asylum. In 1886 the corresponding mortality was 14-1, andtf 
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I found all parts of the building clean and tidy. The dress of the General 
female patients and the brightness and cheerfulness of their rooms were condition 
especially creditable— a result no doubt largely due to the almost 
constant presence among them of the excellent Matron, and to the 
example of kindness and industry which she sets before the female 
staff. 

I 
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The staff of the asylum is shown in the following table 


Armagh 

Asylum. 


Staff. 


Nature of Office. 


Number of 
Persons. 


Medical Superintendent, 
Visiting Physician, . 
Chaplains, 

Clerk and Storekeeper 
Clerk of Works, 
Gardener, 

Gatekeeper, 

Stoker, 

Plumber, 

Joiner, 

Shoemaker, 

Painter, 

Matron, 

Cook, 

Kitchenmaid, 

Housemaid, 

Laundresses, 


Attendants : — 

Head Male, 

Head Female, 
Ordinary Male, 
Ordinary Female, 
Night Male, 
Night Female, 


Assistant 
Medical Officer 
required. 


No Zymotic 

disease. 

Casuulty. 

Restraint and 
seclusion. 

Additions, 
alterations, and 
improvements. 


1 

1 

16 

17 

1 

1 


It will be observed that there is no Assistant Medical Officer in this 
asylunn I have to call the attention of the Governors to the 55th 
envy Council Rule, which makes the appointment of such an officer 
m every district asylum mandatory; and, as accommodation is being 
provided for this officer m the new asylum hospital, I trust that the 
Governors will take the necessary steps to obtain an Order in Council 
adding an Assistant Medical Officer to the staff-an appointment which 
now exists in every other district asylum in Ireland save one. 

I here was no case of zymotic disease, and there were no deaths from 
suiade or accident The only serious casualty recorded was an 
attempted suicide by J.G who cut his throat with a piece of broken glass. 

JNo patient was placed in mechanical restraint during the year, and 
only five patrents were seciuded in their rooms on eight separate 
occasions during a total duration of 27 hours. 

The following is a list of the alterations and additions which have 
been carried out by asylum labour during the period under review:— 

(1.) Constructed channel 429 yards long, 2 feet wide and 2 feet 
b inches deep, through macadamised roadway, for pipes leading 
from steam pump to new hospital. ■ 

(2.) Constructed tunnel 100 yards long, 4 feet deep, and 4 feet 
8t f m pi ? e from ne ' v boiIers *0 new hospital 

(3.) Constructed a tunnel 422 yards long, through macadamised 
roadway and deep clay, 3 feet wide, and 3 feet deep, for pipes for 
hydraulic rams. 1 J 

(4.) Excavated 3, 742 cubic yards of soil in front of new hospital, 
and harrowed 4,500 tons of soil forming a terrace, and improving 
sito of Roman Catholic Church. 

(5.) Reconstructed sewerage system in No. 5 female wing. 
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(6.) Erected 12 lavatory basins in male general bathroom, and Armagh 
fitted up large radiator in same. A sylum . 

(7.) Removed brick wall in the heating chamber of the drying 
apparatus in laundry, and erected a semi-portable iron partition. 

(8.) Effected connections between the high tower filter cistern, 
and the main spring water cistern, in order to get a supply, should 
the spring water fail, from the filtering cistern. 

(9.) Erected a standard lamp at side entrance avenue. 

(10.) Re-floored in pitch pine 3 rooms in No. 6 division, and 
one floor in hospital attendant’s room. 

(11.) Erected patent wire lathing on ceiling over heating appa- 
ratus, rendering rooms above same fireproof. 

(12.) Repaired old doors in No. 6 corridor, and constructed 
three new doors for same. 

(13.) Levelled flooring in No. 2 dayroom and put down linoleum 
on same. * T / ■ 

(14.) Repaired, painted, and decorated Nos. 1, 3, and 6 corridors 
and bedrooms opening into same. 

(15.) Renovated ceilings in Nos. 2, 5, and 7 dayrooms. 

(16.) Repaired, painted, and glazed dining hall roof -lights. 

(17.) Painted kitchen and laundry roof-lights. 

(18.) Painted external woodwork and railings, and papered two 
rooms in administrative department. 

I am glad to be able to state that the condition and management of General 
this asylum continue to be in every way efficient and satisfactory. The efficiency, 
one blot is the overcrowding of the wards, and, so far, the Resident 
Medical Superintendent has been able to counteract largely the harmful 
effects of aggregating a number of patients within too limited space, by 
keeping them out of doors as much as possible. 

The following return of employment shows satisfactory results, but Employment 
the amount of land available for employment is unfortunately much too 
limited. 


How employed. 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, 

24 

30 

As garden or field labourers, 


103 


As farm servants, 



18 

- 

As stokers, 



2 

_ 

As tailors, 



2 

- 

As shoemakers, 



3 

- 

As upholsterers, 



18 

9 

As painters, 



2 

- 

As joiner, 



1 

- 

As plumber, . 



1 

- 

As masons, 



2 

— 

In the kitchen, 



4 

3 

In the laundry, 



1 

22 

In officers’ quarters, 



1 

2 

At needlework, ' 



_ 

103 

At knitting, 



- 

30 

Total employed, 

182 

199 

Refusing to work. 



• _ 

_ 

Unemployed because of : — 




(a) Mental condition 


22 

12 

(h) Bodily condition, 

31 

17 

Total unemployed, 

53 

29 


i 2 
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Asylum* 1 examined the asylum books and found them duly posted. 

Book?. . The Chaplains’ books show that on the Sunday preceding my inspec- 

Divine Service. hi° n the numbers attending Divine Service were as follow : 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Roman Catholics, ..... 

106 


Protestant Episcopalians, . 

55 


Presbyterians, ..... 

22 

28 


13th February, 1897. 


Ballinaslob 

Asylum. 

Inspected on 
22nd and 23rd 
Dec., 1896. 

Additions and 
alterations. 


BALLINASLOE DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


Temporary 

accommo- 

dation. 


The various building works for the enlargement and re-modelling of 
this asylum, of. which a description was given in last year’s report, are 
now being carried out with vigour, and the institution is almost entirely 
in the hands of contractors, so that at present, and for some time to come, 
the discipline of the establishment must be seriously interfered with, 
and the daily routine work carried out with difficulty. 

To meet the very congested condition of the day-rooms and dormitories, 
to which attention was drawn in previous reports, temporary accommoda- 
tion is being provided for the women, consisting of two day-rooms, built 
of wood covered with corrugated iron, with the necessary sanitary 
accommodation. This building is heated by stoves. On the male side 
it is not intended to provide any temporary accommodation, but to press 
on as quickly as possible the completion of the stores and workshops, and 
to utilise these for the accommodation of the men until the new hospital 
has been built. 

Overcrowding, . At present, it is needless to say, the overcrowding is very great 
indeed ; not alone are the dormitories crowded with beds, but at night, 
mattresses have to be placed on the floors. During the daytime, the 
accommodation is even more limited ; and I fear the extra space obtained 
when the new stores are given up for the men’s use will not be sufficient 
to provide all the room they require. It will, I think, be found necessary 
to find further accommodation. 

Perhaps, in order to meet the pressing demands of the male popula- 
tion, it may be possible to proceed at once with the erection of the 
general bathroom ; this building might be used as a temporary day- 
room, and could easily be converted afterwards to its proper use. 

At present the patients on the books are 947 in number (571 men 
and 376 women) ; and since the last report was made on the 21st Novem- 
ber, 1895, the following changes have occurred : — 


Statistics. 


— 

Total. 

Males. 

Femaks. 

There were on the books at that date 

916 


374 

Since admitted, . 

213 

134 

79 

Discharged recovered, 

103 

63 

40 

Discharged unrecovered, . 

10 

6 

4 

Died, 

69 

36 

33 


Showing an increase since that time of 29 men and 2 women, 
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Although the mortality has not been excessive— amounting to 6 9 par Balt.inasloe 
cent, on the average number resident — still the sanitary state of the Asylum. 
institution cannot be considered satisfactory. Dysentery, typhoid fever, zy mot j c 
diarrhoea, and erysipelas have been almost endemic. disease. 

The following Table shows the number attacked by these diseases, 
and the resulting mortality : — 


Disease. 

No. Attacked. 

Deaths. 

Diarrhoea, 

20 men and 20 women, . 

4 

Dj'sentery, 

3 men and 10 women, 

1 

Typhoid Fever, . i 

5 men and 5 women and 1 attendant, 

2 

Erysipelas, 

6 men and 10 women and 1 nurse, 

l 


So large an amount of zymotic* disease must be, in part at least, 
ascribed to the overcrowding ; nor can any great improvement in the 
general health be expected until more breathing room is provided. In 
the meanwhile, however, as suggested in previous reports, the drainage 
of the asylum is receiving attention, and at present the main drain is 
being relaid. 

In 33 cases the cause of death was verified by post-mortem exami- Autopsies, 
nation. The highest praise is due to the medical staff for their 
energy in carrying out so much pathological work, especially having 
regard to the unsuitability of the existing mortuary. It is to be hoped New mortuary 
that, before the present building works are completed, a suitable dead- required, 
house will be provided. 

At the time of my visit, 23 men and 11 women were confined to bed. Health. 

Of these 12, men and 8 women suffered from bodily disease; 6 men 
were too feeble or too old to get up ; whilst 5 men and 3 women were 
kept in bed on account of their violent and excited condition. 

Twenty-seven men and 22 women suffer from epilepsy, and 13 men and Care of 
23 women are returned as actively suicidal. In the plans for the new epileptic and 
buildings, dormitories for the care of such cases during the night are 8U1C1 a casc3 ‘ 
provided, where an attendant will remain in charge, and keep all 
patients sleeping therein under constant supervision. It is only by this 
means that accidents can be guarded against. 

The returns of restraint and seclusion show that 11 men and 6 women Restraint and 
were secluded — the men on 12 occasions, the females on 9. Restraint seclusion, 
has not been resorted to, showing that mechanical appliances are not so 
necessary as some would have us believe, when we find that there are 
here almost 1,000 patients crowded together, and that in no instance 
was it necessary to use mechanical restraint during the whole year. 

The serious accidents amount to 8, consisting of fractures of small Casualties, 
bones, and 2 injuries to eyes, resulting from quarrels amongst the 
patients. 

No patient at the present time has a bedsore, which speaks well for 
the nursing staff. 

I may here mention that Dr. Mills gives lectures to the attendants Training of 
and nurses, a number of whom passed excellent examinations for the staff - 
Certificates of the Medico-Psychological Association. 

Having regard to the very overcrowded state of the wards, the Conduct, 
conduct of the patients of both sexes was wonderfully good. One or 
two of the women were somewhat excited, but in such crowded rooms it is a 
matter of surprise that the insane inmates could conduct themselves 
^ith so much propriety. 
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All -were clean and neat in their persons. The men wear frieze 


Ballinasloe 

Asylum. 


Clothing. 


Employment. 


Clothing. &c. 
made in 
Asylum. 


Amusements. 


jackets and waistcoats, and their clothes appeared to be well looked 
after ; but I think that flannel underclothing should be supplied to all 
the male patients. The material used for the female patients’ dresses is 
very suitable ; the colour is varied in each ward ; and the attention given 
to the making of the gowns and to the general appearance of the women 
reflects credit on the staff. 

The bedding was also found to be well looked after and clean 
especially having regard to the very limited accommodation for the 
proper washing and drying of the linen in the laundry. 

The returns of employment show that 163 men work on the farm; 
15 help the artisans ; 34 are employed in the kitchen and offices. Of 
the women, 50 wash in the laundry, and 114 sew and knit. 

Only a part of the male clothing is made in the tailors’ shop, the 
rest being obtained under contract. Some of the men’s boots are made 
in the shoemakers’ shop, but none of the women’s. Both men’s and 
women’s underclothing is made in the female wards. The women’s 
stockings are knitted in their department, but not the men’s socks, 
which are obtained under contract. The mattresses also are obtained 
from outside. It is to be hoped that when suitable workshops have 
been provided, efforts will be made to train some' of the younger 
patients as artisans, and to manufacture these various articles entirely 
within the asylum walls. 

Divine Service. One hundred and eighty six men and 173 women were present at Mass 

on the Sunday previous to my inspection. Five men and 9 women 
attended the Protestant worship. 

Three hundred and fifty-eight patients are brought to the associated 
entertainments held once a week. In addition, theatrical and variety 
entertainments are given from time to time. 

The male staff now amounts to 42, but of these only 28 are in actual 
charge of the insane during the day, a ratio of about 1 attendant to 
20 patients. The female staff numbers 37, of whom 25 are on day 
duty in the wards, a ratio of about 1 nurse to 15 patients. This 
cannot be considered a sufficiently strong staff, but in the present over- 
crowded state of the institution it is impossible to suggest any increase. 
The night staff now consists of two attendants on each side ; and until 
the new hospital is built we must hope that these numbers will prove 
a sufficient protection against accident. 

Dr. Fletcher tells me that the farm continues to afford constant 
employment for the patients, and proves of great benefit to the 
establishment by the supply of new milk and other produce, ensured 
to be of the best quality, at cost price. 

The dietary appears to have been improved, and to be now suitable 
to the requirements and tastes of the inmates. It consists of bacon 
and cabbage on three days of the week ; beef and soup on two ; roast 
beef on one ; and milk and potatoes on Fridays. 

The articles of food obtained under contract appeared to be of fail 
quality, and to be supplied at very low rates. 

The prescribed books and registers were examined by me. The Case 
Book is carefully posted up, and reflects credit on the medical staff. 

The post of J unior Assistant Medical Officer is at present vacant, Dr- 
Quinlan having resigned, but Dr. Herrick, of whom Dr. Fletcher speaks 
in the highest terms, is at present doing temporary duty. 


Utility of 
farm. 


Dietary. 


Provisions. 


Books. 


30th December, 1806. 
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BELFAST DISTRICT ASYLUM. Belfast 

I visited this asylum on the 16th October and the 25th November inspected on 
last, aud to-day, the auxiliary institution at Purdysburn, which now lGth Oct., and 
accommodates 130 patients, viz: — 90 males and 40 females. 25th Nov., 

The last inspection was made on the 1st November, 1895, and the 1 J ^ n ’ ^ 897 ^ 

changes which have taken place amongst the asylum population between ' 2 

that date and the 16th October, 1896, are shown in the following table : — Statistics. 


— 

Males. 

i Females. 

Total. 

On register at last visit, . • 

• 465 

837 

802 

Admitted since, . . • 

143 

121 

264 

Total, . 

608 

458 

1,066 

Discharged recovered, .... 

56 

(51 

117 

Discharged unrecovered, .... 

27 

22 

49 

Died, 

30 

17 

47 

Total, 

113 

100 

213 

On register at this date (including 56 
males and 56 females at Ballymena 
Auxiliary, and 90 males and 40 
females at Purdysburn), 

495 

358 

853 

Absent on probation, .... 

— 

— 

Nil. 

Absent on pass, ..... 

— 

— 

Nil. 

Absent by escape, ..... 

1 

— 

1 

Resident on 16th October, 1896, 

494 

358 

852 


One patient made good his escape last summer, and has, I understand 
by his subsequent behaviour illustrated the saying that many patients 
who escape from lunatic asylums are not unfit for liberty. 

The total admissions during the now completed year, 1896, were Recovery and 
273, of which number 61 had been at least once previously under death rates, 
treatment in the asylum; and the percentage of recoveries on 
admissions during the year was 44-1 among the males, and 5 4 ’ 6 among 
the females, which represents an average recovery rate of over 49 per 
cent. The death rate on the other hand has been as usual very low, 
viz: — 5-6 among the males, and 4 - 9 among the females, giving an 
average of 5-3. During the period from November, 1895, to October, Paying 
1896, the friends of 32 patients contributed a total sum of £508 towards patients, 
their maintenance, representing an average payment of £15 17«. 6 d. 

The statistics of the patients' health on the first day of my inspection Health 
were as follow : — statistics. 


Patients in bed, , , . , 

In bed for serious illness, . 

|n bed from age or debility, 

tn bed from violence or excitement, 

p " e( I having bedsores, 

atients under restraint, 
patients in seclusion, 

Epileptics, 

Actively suicidal, ’ 

General paralytics, 

P eptic and suicidal under special observation, 
Wet beds reported last night, 

Patients railed by attendants, 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

2 

2 

4 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

Nil. 

_ 


Nil. 

_ 

_ 

Nil. 

_ 

_ 

Nil. 

1 

_ 

1 

33 

12 

45 

13 

9 

22 

1 

_ 

1 

54 

52 

106 


9 

14 

8 

21 

29 
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Belfast The deaths, 47 in number, from the 1st November, 1895, to the 
Asylum. 16th October, 1896, were due to the following causes : — 


Deaths. General paralysis, . . . . , . 2 

Nervous exhaustion, . . . . .6 

Senile debility, . . . . . 5 

Cancer, . . . . . .1 

Heart disease, . . . . . .3 

Cerebral degeneration, . . . . .17 

Phthisis, . . . . . .4 

Epilepsy, . . . . . .5 

Pneumonia, ... . . 1 

Lung congestion, . . , . .1 

General dropsy, . . . . .1 

Apoplexy, . , . . , .1 

Total, . . . .47 


Autopsies and 

Coroners’ 

inquests. 


In six cases the cause of death was verified by post-mortem exami- 
nation, and two were the subject of coroner’s inquest. 


General 

condition. 

Restraint. 


Seclusion. 


I found the wards of the asylum very clean, and in good order ; the 
patients’ dress was satisfactory, and their food was of good quality. 

Few complaints were made apart from those of unjust detention so 
common in all asylums. The only entry in the register of mechanical 
restraint is that of a female patient described as being homicidal and 
destructive. It appears from the minutes that a committee of the .Board 
of Governors on visiting the wards on one occasion, found a patient in 
mechanical restraint. This matter was subsequently investigated by 
the Governors, and the attendant who had applied restraint without 
the authority of the medical officers was fined. Further inquiry in this 
case on the occasion of my next visit elicited the fact that a sleeveless 
jacket had been in the possession of one of the attendants in this 
division. It is clear that all restraint appliances should be retained in 
the charge of the medical officers, and used only by their direct 
instructions. I cannot emphasise too strongly the necessity for daily 
and accurate entries of every case in which restraint or seclusion has 
been employed; and, in order to ensure, in the future, the entries being 
made in the Register according to a uniform method in all our asylums, 
we propose to issue for the guidance of asylum officers, explanations 
and instructions on this subject. Few patients have been even 
temporarily secluded during the year under review, the total entries 
showing that only nine patients were secluded on fourteen occasions 
during a total duration of fifty hours. 


Overcrowding. Three years ago I considered it my duty to call the Governors’ atten- 
tion to the serious over-crowding in the female refractory division, and 
the resulting turbulence of the patients occupying it. The Governors 
at once agreed to the erection of a temporary day-room, so as to lessen 
the number of acute cases in No. 6. This has resulted in less crowding, 
and also in somewhat less excitement among the patients in this divi- 
sion, although it is, I fear, hopeless to expect anything like tranquillity 
among the excitable women until more elbow room, and better and 
brighter surroundings have been provided for them. I have suggested 
to Dr. Merrick that all the new admissions should be treated in the 
temporary day-room instead of in No. 6. and this will. 1 trust, tend to 
lessen the objectionable association of new cases with the very excitable 
patients occupying this division, to which the committee of Governors 
also called attention. 
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The condition of the auxiliary asylum at Purdy sbura is most satis- Belfast 
factory. 9U men are accommodated in the Manor House, while provision A sylum . 
for a laundry, and day and sleeping accommodation for 40 women has Accommoda- 
been made in the stables. Theoretically such accommodation is, no tion at 
doubt, very objectionable, but anyone visiting Purdysburn and seeing the Purdysbum. 
bright and cheerful rooms, cross lit and ventilated, which have thus 
been obtained by alterations in the stable-rooms, must admit that they 
yield most excellent temporary accommodation. A very great authority 
on asylum construction recently had an opportunity of seeing these 
rooms, and he expressed unqualified approval of them. Between 70 
and 80 per cent, of the men, and practically all the women at Purdys- 
bum are usefully employed. 

The electric accumulation room requires to be better ventilated, and 
a “silencer ” for the engine to lessen the vibrating noise would be very 
useful. 

It is quite useless to refer at any length to the great over-crowding of the New Asylums, 
parent asylum at Belfast. I trust that before the expiration of another 
year a large number of the county Antrim patients shall have been 
moved to Holywell, and that the new asylum at Purdysburn shall 
have been commenced. In the latter estate the Governors have probably 
obtained the most beautiful site and surroundings for an asylum in the 
United Kingdom ; and the willing liberality shown by the local autho- 
rities in the acquisition of this charming property loudly testifies to their 
humane feelings towards the most afflicted and helpless class of the 
community ; while the commencement of the new asylum during 1897 
will be at least one charitable commemoration of Her Majesty’s most 
glorious reign in this locality. 


"When the new asylum at Purdysbum is ready for the reception of Suggested 
patients, I trust the Governors may be able, through legislative ° r 

sanction, to convert the Purdysburn Manor House into an asylum for pnt i cn ts. 
the reception of private patients of the middle and lower middle classes. 

The necessity for such an institution will be at once apparent when we 
remember the large sums annually diverted from this country for the 
maintenance elsewhere of the wealthier classes of the insane ; while 
there is a very large number of private patients of the lower middle 
class whose friends cannot afford to pay a rate of board above, or much 
above the average cost of maintenance of pauper patients, yet who are 
unwilling to submit to the stigma of pauperism in order to obtain asylum 
treatment for them. The provision of accommodation for this class in an 
institution detached from, but under the same management as the district 
asylum, would, in my opinion, meet a most important and charitable want. 

In many respects the Governors have reason to be satisfied with the Freedom from 
condition and management of their asylums during the past year. Hot- acadjmt 3 , 
withstanding the overcrowding, the death and sickness rates have been ( ^ easC) & Ct 
extremely low ’ the proportion of recoveries is satisfactory there has 
been no case of zymotic disease ; and no serious casualty has occurred 
among the patients. 

I inspected the asylum books and found them kept satisfactorily. Booko. 

The Assistant Medical Officer now enters all the cases, and the Clerk s 
kooks are, as usual, models of accuracy and neatness. 
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Belfast 

Asylum. 


Employment. 


The patients employed and unemployed on the first day of mv vi* 
including those at Purdysburn, are shown in the following table ’ 


Males. 


Females. 


Assisting attendants in the wards, 
As garden or field labourers, 

As clerks, 

As storekeeper, 

As messengers, 

As stokerB, 

As tailors, 

As shoemaker, . 

As upholsterers, 

As painters, 

As joiners, 

As mason, 

In the kitchen, . 

In the laundry, 

In officers’ quarters, 

At needlework, . 

At knitting, 


Total employed, 


Refusing to work, 

Unemployed because of : — 

(а) Mental condition, 

(б) Bodily condition, 

(c) Suitable work not available, 


56 

178 

2 

1 

12 

2 

5 

1 


Total unemployed, 


3 

4 
1 

16 

5 
4 


13 


54 

53 

23 


143 


35 

3 

44 

53 


112 


Divine Service. The numbers attending Divine Service on the Sunday previous to mj 
nrst visit were as follow : — x J 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Presbyterians, 

9G 

45 

Roman Catholics, 

95 


Protestant Episcopalians, 

82 

46 


5tli January, 1897. 


Asylum. CARLOW DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

3rd and 4th I spent yesterday and to-day in inspecting this institution. 

Scpt ’ 1896 ~ „i f t! th u U !u th ° ™ lrds and c °™lors are at the present time upset, and 
Additions, -i ^1'° , . e com . ^ putients must be seriously interfered with, 

alterations, and f na tne .daily routine carried out with the greatest difficulty, owing to 
improvements, the various building works at present going on, and the number of 
strange workmen employed in every part of the establishment, still 
tnere are evidences of progress on every side. These alterations to the 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 


119 


App. F.] 


old buildings — causing so much anxiety and trouble to all connected with Carlow 
the management of the institution — will, I trust, be completed at an Asylum. 

early date, when the new buildings will be at once set on foot. Up to 
this the only new work approaching completion is the laundry. This 
building consists of a detached block, divided into washing, ironing, re- 
ception, and distribution rooms. These rooms are of ample dimensions, 
and fitted with the machinery necessary for the work of an institution of 
this size. At the same time, the employment of the insane has been kept 
carefully in view, and no machinery has been provided to do work which 
can be equally well done by the inmates — therefore the clothes are 
washed and ironed by hand, but dried in a hydro-extractor, and in a 
drying closet from which the air is extracted by a fan. 

In connection with the laundry is the new boiler house, fitted with 
two boilers, and with an engine for pumping water and driving ma- 
chinery. It is proposed to obtain the water supply from the waterworks 
now being constructed for the town of Carlow ; but, as these are not yet 
completed, a temporary branch pipe has been carried to the boiler 
house. 


The drainage system connecting the asylum sewage pipes with the 
main sewer on the public road has been completed, and is in full 
working order. 

The other works which are now approaching completion are the 
removal of some of the single rooms on the upper stories, and the con- 
version of the space thus obtained into associated dayrooms and dormi- 
tories. In these rooms new floors have been laid down, and the light 
and ventilation somewhat improved by increasing the size of the 
windows. In connection with these old buildings, sanitary blocks have 
been erected, containing lavatories, baths, and water closets. Various 
other improvements still require to be carried out, viz. : — the lowering 
of the windows ; the removal of the flags in the corridors ; and the sub- 
stitution of wooden floors. These works might well be carried out by 
the asylum staff and patients — the Board of Control supplying 
the necessary materials. By this means the work would be done 
at a small cost, and constant employment would be provided for the 
inmates. 

In an institution so disturbed as this is, it is impossible to enter into Condition of 
a very minute inspection — so far as it went, however, I can speak patients, 
favourably of the care and treatment of the patients. Both men and 
women were well behaved ; clean in their persons ; and comfortably and 
neatly dressed. More especially does this apply to the women, who were 
becomingly attired ; their gowns brightened and varied by a little cheap 
ornamentation, and specially made for each individual patient. I think 
Miss Woods deserves the greatest praise for the energy she has dis- 
played in this matter, as nothing tends more to the improvement of 
the insane than proper attention to their personal appearance, seeing 
that by this means their self respect is kept up, and encouragement offered 
to control their conduct and conversation. 

Tlie wards, as I have already stated, were much upset by the works Improvement 
being carried out in them, but an improvement would appear to me to ^ a ^ d,tlon of 
have taken place as regards the order and cleanliness of those rooms 
which are completed, for which, on the male side, the new head attendant 
deserves credit. Many new beds, most suitable for asylum use, have 
been obtained, and throughout the institution the- bedding has been 
greatly improved. 
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Appendix to forty-sixth Report on District, Criminal, [Apr t 
place^ 6 tIle V1Slt ° f ^ coIIea g' ,e ’ the following changes have takei 


Health. 
Restraint and 
seclusion. 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

On Register at last visit, 15th Oct., 1895, 
Admitted since, 

Total. 

Discharged recovered, .... 
Discharged unrecovered, . 

Died, 

Total, 

Remaining on this date, 3rd Sept., 1896, 

204 

28 

1G3 

37 

367 

65 

232 

200 

432 

24 

5 

11 

15 

9 

10 

39 

14 

21 

40 

34 

74 

192 

166 

358 


a new ween wunuerj. uny goou, ana only two lemalesare 

at present confined to bed. No patient is under restraint or in seclu- 
sion, but the records show that one man was restrained for eight liouis 
by arm straps, whilst three men and one woman wore a camisole, eacli 
on one occasion, on account of violence and excitement. One woman 


wore a dress with blind sleeves for a consiaerame period to prevei 
the destruction of clothing. Two females were secluded — one on c 
occasions, the other only once. Twenty-seven epileptic and suicidal 
patients are now kept under the constant supervision of an attendant 

. durinff t.ne merht onrl . I. +l.,*„ ii. „ /, , , , 


„. cons can c supervision oi an attendant 

h.ght nursing, during the night, and with this view the Governors have consented to 
increase the night staff. I may here mention that, as a rule, in tie 


Suicide. 


Deaths. 


Employment. 


Additional 
land required. 


— o— *•_ xuciu/uju onau, as a rule, 

morning only one wet bed is now found in the whole establishment. This 
speaks favourably for the manner in which the night nursing is carried 

The Coroner held an inquest on the body of a patient who committed 
suicide early this year. The patient was convalescent from an attack of 
melancholia and had never displayed any suicidal tendency. He Lad 
been out at work on the farm, but on the day of his death did not 
appear at dinner, and when looked for, his body was found in the water 
closet, where he had hanged himself by a rope which formed part of 
the arrangement for closing the door. The jury considered that no 
biame was to be attached to any of the asylum officials, but recommen- 
ded that more suitable arrangements should be adopted in the closets. 
It may be stated that in the new sanitary blocks the fittings are of the 
simplest and most modern form. Another attempt at suicide was made 
y a girl who, when employed in the workroom, secreted a pair of 
scissors, and inflicted an incised wound on her cheek. None of the 
other deaths which have taken place since last visit call for any 
remarks : all were from natural causes. No serious accident is 
recorded. 

The returns of employment show that 100 men are engaged at 
agricultural labour, but all these cannot be employed at the same time: 
icy are taken out in turns, as the farm is not large enough to give 
them all occupation. G & 

l am aware that the Governors have made various attempts to obtain 
and in proximity to the asylum, but have not yet succeeded. I trust, 
owever, the importance of increasing the size of the farm will not be 
forgotten. 
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The Board of Governors have (at the suggestion of my colleague) Carlow 

added to the staff a mechanical engineer, carpenter, shoemaker, a A sylu m. 
second male and female night attendant, and an additional laundress. Staffi 
I find that the tailor is still paid by the job. This matter was alluded 
to by the Auditor, and formed the subject of correspondence with our 
Office, when it was shown that such a way of remunerating this official 
was most extravagant, and most inimical to the interests of the institu- 
tion. I find now that, although there are three patients tailors by trade, 
none are employed in the tailor’s shop, as the tailor objects, owing to 
the manner in which he is paid, to have any patients with him. I 
found also one patient lately admitted wearing his own clothes, as there 
were none belonging to the asylum in store for him to put on. 

An additional laundress has just been appointed. In view of the im- 
portance of obtaining a skilled person to undertake the responsible 
charge of so important a department, I think the Governors ought 
to consider if the present wages (£15 per annum to commence) are suf- 
ficient to attract competent persons, and whether it would not be wiser 
to allow the head laundress to commence at the maximum salary (£20) 
attached to the office. 

I examined the various articles of food obtained by contract, with the Provisions, 
exception of meat, of which there was none in store. It would appear 
that the price of bread is very high ; and unless the G overnors can obtain 
a contract in the future at a lower price, it would be wiser for them to 
erect a bakery and make their own bread. 

The stores are very much overcrowded, but this must be expected until Stores, 
the new stores are erected. 

The new dietary cannot, I understand, be adopted until nhe new Dietary, 
dining-room is opened, and additional cooking arrangements supplied. 

135 men and 97 women attended Mass on last Sunday. A larger Divine Service, 
number could be brought to the service, but the church will not 
hold more. I think the building should be added to, or a second 
service held. Ten men and twenty women attend the Protestant 
service. 

I examined the various books and registers, which do credit to Dr. Books. 
FitzGerald, who at present is in charge of the institution during Dr. 

O’Meara’s absence on leave, and who certainly shows the greatest energy 
in the discharge of his duty. The case-books, however, have not been 
posted up by the temporary medical officer in accordance with the 
Privy Council Rules on the subject. 

In conclusion, I must congratulate the Governors on the improvement General im- 
wliich has taken place in their institution within the last few years, and provement. 

I hope in the early future to see the various works completed, and the 
asylum capable of meeting all the wants of the insane poor of the 
district. 

4th September, 1896. 


CASTLEBAR DISTRICT ASYLUM. Castlebar 

I visited this institution yesterday, and completed my inspection i^p^ecT'on 
to-day. The last report is dated the 14th June, 1895, but several visits 19 th and 20th 
have been paid since then. Nov., 1896. 

The Governors, with their usual willingness to fulfill their respon- Im r “ 
sibilities towards the insane poor, have acceded to the suggestions made ove 
to them for the improvement of the institution, and the building is now 
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Castlebab in tlie hands of the contractor, who is engaged in remodelling the laun- 
sylvii. dry ; erecting boiler house, with two new boilers; a heating apparatus' 
and a steam disinfector ; so that the asylum is at present much disturbed 
Water supply, by the presence of so many strange workmen. Added to this it is 
again suffering from the calamity which has so often overtaken^ in 
the past — viz., want of water. The pump has broken down, and there 
will be some delay in getting it repaired. In the meantime, the supply 
of water has to be obtained from a neighbouring well, which ruust be 
pumped by the labour of the patients. It is hoped, however, that 
within a short time the pump will be set right, and that in about 
twelve months time a permanent supply from the town waterworks will 
be provided. 


Sewage 

disposal. 


Raising of 

ground 

suggested. 


Statistics. 


Paying 

patients. 


Sanitary 

condition. 


Zymotic 

disease. 


The disposal of the sewage continues in the same unsatisfactory 
condition as described in our report of last year. It is contemplated to 
purchase a piece of high ground upon which to pump the sewage, and 
then to purify it by filtration. This would appear to me the easiest 
and . most practical method of solving the very difficult problem of 
dealing with the drainage of the institution, without polluting the neigh- 
bouring lakes. No doubt the discharge of the sewage in such close 
proximity to the building has been a fruitful source of the insanitary 
condition of the institution in the past. 

There is another matter which 1 should like to impress on the 
Governors in connection with this subject — viz., the importance of 
raising the level of the low marshy ground at the back of the asylum, 
through which the drain from the prison passes. No doubt this is a 
work which will take a long time to carry out ; but it will cost nothing, 
except the price of a few wheelbarrows ; and if I were trying to find 
work suitable for lunatic labour, I could suggest none better. If fifty 
patients and a couple of attendants were kept constantly at this work, 
it would tend to improve the sanitary condition of the institution, and 
would be a most valuable form of treatment for the insane. 

Since the last report the following changes have taken place amongst 
the patients : There were then on the books the names of 465 patients 

(279 men and 186 women); since then 176 have been admitted; 90 
have been discharged ; and 67 have died ; leaving resident at the present 
time 484 patients (297 men and 187 women). As the accommodation 
is estimated for 299 men and 192 women, there is a very small margin 
left for future requirements ; but, with very trifling expense, accom- 
modation could easily be found for additional patients. 

The number of patients towards the cost of whose maintenance con- 
tributions are made from private sources is still very limited— viz. 
ive , and the amount received last year under this head was £114. 

It is with regret I find that I have again to report unfavourably on 
the sanitary condition of the asylum. The death-rate continues to be 
very high, amounting last year to 1 1 per cent, on the average number 
resident ; whilst among the causes of death were four from typhoid 
^e\er, and the records show that 19 patients (12 men and 7 women), and 
i of the staff (2 men and 5 women), were attacked with the disease ; 
and that one male patient is at present suffering from diphtheria. 
I Ins is an unsatisfactory record for such an institution, and compels 
me to repeat the words of our report of last year— that “ such an un- 
avourable record of infectious disease demands serious consideration, 
an emphasises the necessity on the part of those responsible for the 
caie of the institution, for making every 7 ' effort to search out and remove 
t le causes of ill-health among the inmates.” Unfortunately the causes of 

s insanitary condition cannot be completely removed until the town 
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water supply is laid on to tlie asylum ; proper arrangements made for Castlubar 
the disposal of the sewage ; the low ground at the rere of the asylum Asylum. 
raised; and the drain from the prison covered over. 

I found 3 men and 5 women confined to bed, but only 4 of these Health - 
were suffering from serious bodily disease. 

There are at present 19 men and 8 women suffering from 
epilepsy, whilst 2 men and 2 women are actively suicidal. As yet 
no steps have been taken to provide an observation dormitory where all Night nursing, 
such cases would be under constant observation. There are now two 
night attendants on each side, so that it would be quite possible to 
institute such protection for these cases. The care of the patients 
during the night would appear, however, to be much improved ; at any 
rate on the female side, as the reports show that no wet beds were 
found this morning amongst the women, while eight were so found on 
the male side. 

Four men have been restrained for a total period of 3,506 hours, on Restraint and 
account of their suicidal tendencies, or to prevent self-mutilation, or for sedusion ^ 
surgical treatment; while 20 men and 11 women have been secluded 
in their rooms. 

There is still room for improvement in the appearance of some of the clothing 
male patients who are not able to look after themselves, and greater 
attention should be paid by the male attendants to such cases ; but by 
degrees the clothing is being greatly improved — tweed being substituted 
for frieze. Until the laundry is completed, it is impossible to expect 
that more frequent changes of shirts and trousers can be provided. 

The appearance of the female patients is being improved by degrees, as 
they are being provided with their winter dresses, which are of excellent 
quality, and are made to fit the wearer in each case. In this matter the 
greatest praise is due to the Head .Nurse, as nothing tends more to 
improve the habits, or control the behaviour of the female insane, than 
attention to their taste in dress. 

The beds and bedding are by degrees being improved by the intro- Beds, 
auction of new bedsteads with wire bottoms and hair mattresses. 

These latter are obtained by contract, but they could just as well, and 
more economically, be made in the institution by one of the attendants ; 
thus ensuring the quality of the hair, and providing occupation for a 
number of aged patients who could not otherwise be employed. 

All the male patients’ clothes are now made in the establishment ; all Clothing 
the women’s clothes are made in the female wards, and all the socks for made iu 
both men and women are knitted by the female patients. Some of the Asylum - 
mens boots are supplied under contract ; the rest are made in the 
as ylum shop. 

T saw the patients at dinner in one of the halls. The service of the Dinner. 
mea l is somewhat improved. The patients are now provided with 
l 1 . 8, ® s ai ^ bowls, but I trust that, in time, knives, forks, and table- 
jj.o be supplied, as is now the custom in public asylums. The 
^ er consisted of mutton in soup with vegetables. The vegetables 
sh° u ^ aVG ^ een better cooked ; and I can see no reason why the meat 
° u not be served separately from the soup. But it must be very Cooking 
Q - ^ prepare the food properly, as the steam cooking apparatus is apparatus 
4 e worn out, and some of the pipes are leaking. I would ask the 
to adopt a resolution calling on the Board of Control to 
carri 1 f a n6W coo ^tng apparatus, while the other contracts are being 
j-. , e , I would also suggest that a potato washer would be a 
a elp in preparing the vegetables. 
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Castlkbae 

Asylum. 

Provisions. 


Furnishing of 
wards. 


Employment. 


Exercise and 
amusement. 


Divine Service. 


Coal shed 
required. 


I saw the provisions in store. I am still unable to praise the meat- 
nor do I think that good meat can be procured in any part of Ireland 
at 4f d. per lb . ; but the medical officers and the storekeeper state that 
the supply has improved in comparison with what it was in past times, 
As already stated, the wards are greatly disturbed, especially on the 
male side, by the presence of so many strange workmen, so that it is 
difficult to maintain cleanliness and order ; and I am sorry to say that 
I cannot report any improvement as regards the furniture, or any 
further progress in adding to the comfort and homeliness of the male 
apartments. The medical officers brought under my notice certain 
proposals with reference to the distribution of the patients as regards 
wards and dayrooms. These I much approve of, as at present the male 
patients have barely room to sit down, while five separate rooms are 
utilised for their meals. On the female side, matters are much improved, 
and I was much pleased at the attempts which have been made to 
render the female patients more comfortable. Two very useful lavatories 
have been fitted up, and a very well- ventilated room has been set apart 
as an infirmary. 1 would suggest to the Governors to purchase a few 
articles of furniture every month— such as chairs and small tables-and 
their institution would thus, after a little time, be better furnished. 

The returns of employment show that 58 men are employed on the 
farm, and 21 with the artizans ; whilst 45 women wash in the laundry, 
and 73 sew and knit. A larger proportion of men might be employed 
at farm labour if more land were available. I cannot too strongly urge 
the suggestion of last year that the farm should be enlarged, so as to 
afford employment to all the male patients capable of work. 96 
men and 30 women walk daily round the grounds, and about 140 
patients of both sexes attend the associated entertainments once a week. 

The Chaplains’ books show that on last Sunday, 200 patients attended 
Mass, whilst 9 went to the Protestant Episcopalian Service, and 3 
women to the Presbyterian Service. 

There are two matters which, perhaps, the Governors would now con- 
sider, while building works are going on in the asylum, viz. : — 

(1.) The coal is at present lying about, exposed to the weather, 
thus causing very great waste, and it would certainly tend to 
economy if a covered-in shed were erected in which to store the 
whole supply of coal. 


New mortuary (2.) A new mortuary should be built somewhere in close proxi- 

required. m ity to the road. The existing building is quite too small, and is 

placed close to the kitchen. 


Staff. 


Comfort and 
accommodation 
of staff. 


The staff in actual charge of the insane consists of 17 men and 12 
women, 6 artizans, and 2 laundresses, or a proportion of 1 attendant 
to about 17 male patients, and a nurse to every 15 patients, on the 
female side. 

Owing to the increase of male patients, I think it will be necessary 
to add at least one attendant to the male staff. 

The value of the allowances of the staff for pension purposes does 
not appear to be fixed by Order in Council. Perhaps the Board of 
Governors would take the matter into consideration, so that an Order 
may be obtained, when the Governors have fixed the relative amount 
that these emoluments are worth. 

In last year s report we pointed out the necessity for improving the 
surroundings and comforts of the higher officers ; and, as far as possible, 
oi the subordinate staff also. I am afraid very little advance has 
been made in this direction. The Storekeeper’s quarters are still most 
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miserably uncomfortable, and I am certainly of opinion that something Castlebar 

must be done to improve his surroundings. The Governors are anxious 

{hat lie should be allowed to reside outside. To have both the Clerk 

and the Storekeeper non-resident would appear to be opposed to the 

interests of the institution ; but certainly some steps should be taken 

to provide him with suitable quarters. Perhaps the Governors would 

sanction the erection of quarters for him at tire farm buildings, or a 

part of the infectious hospital might be cut off for his use, and a separate 

entrance provided. , , . 

The Governors also suggest that the Head Nurse should receive Head nurse’s 
money in lieu of her allowances. This would create a precedent which allowances, 
wo could scarcely recommend ; but perhaps it might be possible to 
provide her with such allowances as would satisfy her wants, and, if the 
Governors wish, this might easily be arranged. 

I examined the various books and registers. The > Case-books and Books, 
other medical records reflect much credit on the Assistant Medical 
Officer, from the manner in which they are kept. 

20th November, 189G. 


CLONMEL DISTRICT ASYLUM. Clonmu. 

Asylum. 

I visited this asylum on the 16th ultimo, and saw all the patients inspected on 
then resident. The asylum was last visited on the 8th July, 1895, and 16 ftgJ 0C ’’ 
the changes which have since taken place are shown in the following ' 

table : — Statistics. 



Of the 693 patients resident, 271, viz., 140 males and 131 females, 
are chargeable to the North Riding ; and 214 males and 208 females, 
a total of 422, to the South Riding of the county. 

The percentage of recoveries on admissions during 1896 was 4ST foi Recovery and 
the males, and 44'7 for the females, giving a total satisfactory recovery death rates, 
rate on the admissions of 46 - 5 ; while the percentage of deaths on e 
average number resident was as low as 2 ’3 for the males, and 5 tor e 
females, representing a total death rate of 3 -6 per cent., which, even tor 
an Irish asylum, must be considered extremely low. 

The average annual capitation cost in 1896 was <£23 8s. coat** 1<m 
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Paying 

patients. 

Health 

statistics. 


Staff. 


There were nine patients resident in 1896 who contributed a i 
sum of £123 13.. 9i towards their maintenance in thaWear7repre« 
mg an average payment of £13 14s. 10 d. P 


Patients in bed, 

In bed for serious illness, . 

In bed from age or debility, 

In bed from violence or excitement, 

In bed having bedsores, . ' . 

Patients under restraint, 

Patients in seclusion, 

Epileptics, , 

Actively suicidal, 

General paralytics, 

Epileptic and suicidal, under special obser- 
vation. 

Wet beds reported last night, 

Patients raised by attendants, 


Males. 

Females. 

14 

10 

10 

7 

4 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

~ 


27 

14 

3 

2 

1 


39 

25 

4 

7 


37 


Total. 


24 

17 

7 

1 

1 


41 

5 

1 

64 


11 

37 


taWe 6 — laIaried Staff of the institution is shown in the folio™; 


Salaried Staff. 


Designation of Office. 


Number of 
Persons. 


Medical Superintendent, 
Assistant Medical Officer, 
Visiting Physician, . 
Chaplains, • 

Clerk, . , 

Storekeeper, 

Land Steward and Gardener, 
Engineer and Plumber, 
Gatekeeper, 

Porter, 

Messenger, . 

Farm Servant, 

Joiner, 

Tailor, . 

Shoemaker, 

Painter, , 

Fireman, , 

Matron, . 

Cook, 

Kitchen Maid, 

Housemaid, . 

Laundresses, 

Seamstress, . 

Attendants : — 

Head Male, 

Head Female, . 
Ordinary Male, . 

Ordinary Female, 

Night Male, 

Night Female, . 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

4 

1 


1 

1 

26 

28 

2 

3 
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The causes o£ the 34 deaths are shown in the following statement 


Pneumonia, . • 1 

Consumption, . 

Bronchitis, 

General debility and old age, • 
Exhaustion of mania and melam 
Heart disease, . 

Epilepsy, ■ ‘ 

Peritonitis, 

Cancer of Stomach, 

Ulcer of Stomach, 

Cystitis, . • • 

Apoplexy, • • 

Spinal caries, . • 

Diarrhoea, 

Found drowned, * 


■W3ST32W sst 

S£E the 15th No* 

1895, and was found drowned on the 2nd December, 1S95, near 
Carrickbe 0, ^ 

Only four serious casualties occurred during the period under review, Cupdtta. 

" Z ' j K l. fell coming from dining-hall, fracturing head of femur. 

2 ] E. B., fracture of patella, caused by Ins having been knocked 

in neck, self infiicted, it is supposed, 

Wit 4 h J P a, e impacted fracture of head of femur, caused by his 
being pushed against a form by another patient. 

One case of typhoid fever occurred, the cause of which the medical ^ 

i.F»— * X- *»“ - * “k 

asylum labour : — , _ „ ments. 

/i\ Rath and water closet for Assistant Medical Officer j work- 
room foi^seamstress ; gas meter house; fire-hose house; and new 
range in general kitchen erected. 

Si efat reservoir. 

Si - U3 - d 

fl °(^)Ftoars and walls of new water closet in No. 3 male house 

shed in No.! 

put in. K 2 
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«OTd4 225 

generally in excellent order. The food <mnnlipa l entilated, and 

were fairly clad, and the persons of the patients and the^eddr SeX ® 

found perfectly dean and quite free fromS ' ^ bed * D S '™re 

Table of Employment. 


Males. . 


Assisting attendants in the wards 
As garden or field labourers, 

As storekeeper, 

As stokers, . 

As tailor, 

As shoemakers, 

As painters, 

As joiners, . 

As mason 

In Officers’ quarters, 

In the kitchen, 

In the laundry, 

At needlework, 

At knitting, . 

Total employed, 

Refusing to work, 

Unemployed because of 

(a) Mental condition, . 

(i) Bodily condition, . 

CO Suitable work not available 


Females. 


76 

84 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

2 

1 

4 


71 

19 


Total unemployed, 


179 


1G9 


50 

30 

95 


40 

30 

100 


of e 34 ^eLaTo ^ tU "*** “creases tIle 

workshops for patients^ T "nT' T° rk > #> are no proper 
women employed at washing no 11 6 trades. The number of 

Pat.er.ta kept One of the Larked feat 5 ne ^?' ork . *c, is satisfactory. 

m ° PeD air * l vllich patients spend out^of doar 18 tlie number of ll0urs 

fine hour for this pCose whlh ^ Advantage is takea of every 
physical condition of the great m .; n ” t d ° e U }l t ex P lalns the satisfactory 
Overcrowding. It is, however, my dutftn rTib 7 „° f tLe l ,atieuts - 

serious overcrowding which t ’ e atteu [ 10n . °f the Governors to the 
the numbers are, bavins regard torh 181 / 36 ™ stifcutioD > especially as 
increase. On the male°aidf the * * ’® ,°' v deatl1 rate > likel 7 to rapidly 
superficial space ite alto f« ,e r 18,371 square feet of 

This allows each patient a fior B IeS ’ , xo udin S the 43 single rooms. 
Which is one-sixth antler the S’— 6 ° f sometMn S less than 50 feet, 
has been adopted in Ireland gcj “ llmu * u standard of 60 feet, which 

each patient has, on an avers. o-LL oo ® co *'l an ;l- In the day rooms 
extent which is considered tntil’l abou * 22 superficial feet of space— an 

want of elbow room as would t luade< J uate > an( l must leave such a 
room as would tend to provoke fits of anger and excite- 


Accommoda' 

tion. 
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ment among the patients. On the female side there are 15,310 square 
feet of dormitory space, and 1 7 single rooms. This gives an average 
superficial space of little over 5 feet by 9 feet in the dormitories, and 
shows a corresponding overcrowding to that on the male side. In the 
dav rooms, occupied by 339 patients and 28 attendants, there are only 
7,008 superficial feet, which would only allow to each person a space of 
19 feet. 

The administrative department is also very cramped, and the separa- 
tion of the female hospital wards from the female house increases the 
difficulty of the hospital nurse’s supervision of the sick patients. 

The Governors proposed to meet the overcrowding by acquiring a Suggestion for 
disused wing of the adjoining workhouse. The Local Government additional 
Board are not, however, at present prepared to sanction the proposed a " 

transfer of this building, and in any case the cost of altering it for 
asylum purposes would be very considerable. In the existing asylum 
the Governors have accommodation which answers very well for the 
treatment of quiet and chronic cases of lunacy, while in every respect 
and for all classes, the most has been made by the Medical Officers of 
the accommodation at their disposal. The institution is, however, 
markedly deficient in asylum hospital accommodation, where not merely 
the sick and infirm, but also acute and recoverable cases could be treated 
—the latter with greater hope of success than under the existing con- 
ditions. The Governors should, therefore, it seems to me, consider the 
necessity which exists for accommodation of a special kind, and whether 
—reverting to the proposal which was some time ago submitted to them 
—it would not be better to build even a small and comparatively in- 
expensive asylum hospital, than to add to the institution what would 
be equivalent to another chronic wing. 

I examined the asylum books, and found them satisfactorily written Books, 
up. I am glad to notice, in connection with them, the evidently 
efficient and zealous manner in which the Assistant Medical Officer Medical staff, 
perforins his duties. Having regard, however, to the extent of the 
asylum, or rather asylums, for there are two widely separated buildings ; 
the number of cases which have to be entered in the Case-books ; and 
other medical records which have to be kept, under the provisions of the 
Privy Council Rules, I would ask the Governors to consider the advisa- 
bility of appointing another junior Medical Officer to assist in tlio 
discharge of these duties. 

The entries in the Register of Restraint and Seclusion show that three Restraint and 
Male patients were restrained by camisole, during a period of 54 hours, seclusion, 
on account of extreme violence, and to prevent the removal of surgical 
dressings ; and that seven male and three female patients were secluded 
—the former on 18 occasions, during a total duration of 133 hours, and 
the latter on three occasions during a total duration of 5 hours. 

The Chaplains’ books show that the numbers attending Divine Service Divine Service. 
011 the Sunday preceding my visit were as follow : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Roman Catholic3, . . . . 1 

207 

229 

Protestants, 

12 

10 


30th January, 1897, 


129 

Clonmel 

Asylum. 
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Com 
Asylum. 
Inspected on 
2nd & 3rd Oct., 
189G. 

Statistics. 


CORK DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

On the annual inspection of this asylum I find on the books tho 
names of 1,348 patients. Since the last visit, on the 17th December, 
1895, the following changes have taken place : — There were at that 
time 1,260 patients (635 men and 625 women) ; since then 227 liavo 
been admitted, 71 have been discharged, and 68 have died — leaving 
resident at the present time 694 men and 654 women, so that the 
admissions have exceeded the discharges and deaths, with the result 
that an increase of 88 patients has taken place. 


Overcrowding. As the actual accommodation is stated to be only for about 1,200, 

Provision for overcrowding to which attention has been called in previous reports, 
additional an d which has of late so much occupied the attention of the Board of 
accommoda- Governors, makes itself more and more felt. From time to time, at 
the Board meetings the various ways in which the additional accom- 
modation could be procured in the best and cheapest manner have been 
carefully considered, but as yet no definite conclusion has been arrived 
at. It was first of all decided, on the recommendation of the Board of 
Control, to add to the existing estate, and on the new ground acquired 
but in close proximity to the existing building — to erect a detached 
hospital block for the care and treatment of the acute and sick cases. 
The carrying out of this decision was, however, afterwards postponed, 
in the expectancy of fresh legislation dealing with the care of the 
insane in workhouses. A proposal was then brought forward to take 
over the Youghal Industrial School, and convert it into an auxiliary 
asylum for. the accommodation of chronic cases of insanity. This 
scheme, which had been proposed many years before (so far back as 
1878) was, after consideration, rejected. At present the Board have 
before them two propositions, viz. : — 

(1) To obtain temporary accommodation in the various work- 
houses, by boarding out the insane, under the provisions of the 9th 
section of the Act 38 and 39 Yic., cap. 67 ; 

(2) To erect temporary buildings on the grounds of the institu- 
tion. 


Neither of these proposals would appear to meet the requirements of 
the insane poor of the district, as no permanent provision is made for 
asylum accommodation. Moreover, the expenditure involved for such 
pm poses must, in a few years, result in a total loss to the ratepayers. 

Suggestions. Befoie deciding on any scheme for temporary accommodation, I would 
ask the Governors to consider, in the first instance, what additional 
space can be obtained by setting their asylum in order, and how far 
V G ~ cai \ mee ^ existing wants by making suitable provision for the 
stair, and thus allowing the rooms which have been provided at so 
much expense to be restored to their legitimate object, viz. : — the 
accommodation of the insane. At present, a large dormitory in tho 
new wing, affording space for thirty-four beds, is occupied by the male 
stall and two rooms, in which sixteen patients could sleep, are utilised 
by the female staff. Thus at once additional room for fifty patients 
could be found. 

(2.) Furthermore, the infectious block, where a certain number of 
patients might always be housed, is at present occupied by the night 
nurses. (3.) There are, in addition, various minor alterations, involv- 
ing the removal of useless walls, which, if carried out, would add to 
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tlio floor space, aud provide room for a number of extra beds. (4.) The Cork 
space formerly occupied by the old lavatories and waterclosets at present bylum. 
lies idle. This space might be utilised, at any rate for temporary accom- 
modation, by simply laying down new floors in the rooms on each corridor. 

What I would ask the Governors to do, would be to set to work Accommoda- 
tion t delay to provide reasonable accommodation for their staff, either tl0n for 8taff * 
by building detached blocks, or finding room in some other way ;. so that 
the patients would not be deprived of the accommodation provided for 
them. When the rooms provided for the insane are restored to 
their use, the Governors would be in a better position to consider what 
building works are required to meet the future wants of the district. 

By carrying out these much needed works in connection with the 
existing buildings, most important and necessary improvements, which 
would be for the benefit of the institution as long as it exists, would be 
effected. Sooner or later the Governors will find, if they wish to have 
a trustworthy staff, that it will be necessary to obtain suitable quarters 
for them, and now is the time to do so, and also by this means set free 
the accommodation originally designed for the use of the insane. 

Notwithstanding the overcrowding, and the large number of admis- Condition of 
sions, I can report an improvement in the condition of the. patients. ]? at * ents * 
Amongst other useful works carried out by the asylum artizans, pro- 
vision has been made for the more continuous watching of the suicidal 
and epileptic cases during the night. The wood panels of thirty-two Improvements, 
single rooms have been removed, and glass substituted, and a gasbracket 
is placed over each door, so that the attendant stationed in the corridor 
can see into each room as he passes. These , rooms are principally 8U 1 p erY j sioni 
occupied by epileptics, whilst the suicidal sleep in large dormitories (in 
which an attendant constantly sits) from which communication is 
maintained by an electric bell. These arrangements for the care of the 
epileptic and suicidal cases during the night, although they cannot be 
considered to afford perfect security against accident, are still a great 
advance on the old system of night watching, and ought — if proper 
care is observed — to afford protection against accident until observation 
dormitories are provided. 

The general health of the patients is at present fairly good. I found Health. 

25 men and 19 women confined to bed. Of these 1 7 men and 16 women 
suffer from bodily disease ) 1 remained in bed from old age, and 3 were 
kept in bed on account of excitement. 

The returns show that on the morning before my visit, there were 5 
wet beds on the male and 4 on the female side. Amongst the patients 
whom I saw in bed there was one on each side suffering from bed sores. 

Two deaths are returned as due to typhus fever. Fortunately this Deaths, 
epidemic did not spread. An outbreak of typhoid fever also visited the Zymotic 
institution. Three male and four female patients and one of the staff disease, 
were attacked by it, but all recovered. These outbreaks of. epidemic 
disease would seem to point to the necessity of having an infectious 
hospital ready for use on any emergency. Amongst the deaths was one Suicide, 
due to suicide by hanging. This casualty was the subject of an inquiry 
by a coroner’s jury, and of an investigation by my colleague, an official 
report on which w r as laid before the Governors, so that it is unnecessary 
for me to refer further to it. With this exception, the casualties have Casualties, 
been few, and consisted of one fracture and two dislocations of bones, 
the results of accidents. 

Up to this date post- mortem-examinations have been held in 8 cases Autopsies, 
on the male, and 1 0 on the female side. 
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Asr..™. j!?? J cords o£ restraint show that one woman wore a restraint 

— jacke., straps, and anklets for a total period of 1,060 hours ; whilst 6men 

Rstraint. wcre .estrained by a strait jacket for various periods to prevent the 
Seclusion. removal of surgical dressings. Seclusion was resorted to in the treat 
ment of 5^ men on 139 occasions, and of 52 women on 144 occasions. 

A great improvement has taken place in the appearance of both men 
and women. The men wore neat and tidy in their dress. Many have 
now been provided with tweed suits, and it is proposed in time to have 
clothes of this description for the greater number of the male patients 
foi Sundays and holidays. They have also been provided with slippers 
or indoor use. ^ As yet it lias not been found possible to make all the 
mens clothing in the tailor’s shop, but all the boots and shoes are made 
in the asylum the women were clean and nicely dressed. Much 
attention would appear to be given to the making of their gowns 
which were of varied colours, and tastefully ornamented. S ’ 

du J/ioJ b nf 3 “I b , e fT a ™, b y degrees being improved by the intro- 
duction of new bedsteads with wire bottoms. The sheets are, however, 
still much infested with fleas, and I hope when the new drying closet 
has been erected that the washing of the linen will be improved and 

01 t'in 8 Ue r ! the Utility of tlle £m P r °vements lately carried 

t in the laundry. At present, however, the existing drying closet 

we°e^to°wtk y V * "I® 01 ' 1 * 7 tl10 washin S - completedtm 
danin ab- wfb'b ” e ' v dl 7“§ cl ° set bas been ordered, from which the 
.lamp an will be extracted by a fan. By this means the dryin»ofthe 

few homu 110 ' V tak ° S Cla} ’ 3 *° accom P^, will be completed in a 

immwcTbv 1 i Z° f T7 °. f the Wards and corr idors has been much 

Zts so aZ “■ m ^° duCtlon of atonal furniture, pictures, and 
The lower \vn- 1 l0 ° ms a comfortable ancl homelike appearance, 

unstahs ihe d 1U ? malC Chl ' 0ni0 block are decently furnished, but 
Zer tand til? °,° m h “ a Pf ^ bare aad cheerless aspect. I 

yet beentsZ on 1 ’ 6 fumiture "T** for this block has 

yet been issued, and that the upper story lias never yet been enuipned 

fZwZrT da ,dT, 0f f e 1,atientS - 1 «“ no y reason 

now so i 0 ‘ ayshould “e place in furnishing all the rooms of this block 
Wes oZf « " P - e , by P“’ 1 wo,l]d further suggest that the 

ZrZs to Z V T m th , ese new dormitories should be made to 
tMs Uo c rwo, ,? n< ; lIatl0n - Tbe comfort of t! ‘e occupants of 

vZ«Z U ly™m: Cl ‘° ^ P1 ' 0VidinS CUrtai - “ d b " 

rulI h anttand 0 nZ f l the PUtients-both male and female-was, ns a 
ward for trouble C1 ^ ' bronl ‘b IS statement I must except the female 
men Th £ ZllJ ? there “uch noj and excite- 

There are tZf, T ^ P atients ™ d er the care of six nurses. 
Ao distant tboe Z° mS ~ 0ne ,f each end of a long corridor 

goes on Zthe otl eV S n mP ° S f lble t0 bear or from one room what 
corridor. Tin's is w ’ Q6 c l ar & e mirse is responsible for the whole 
and cannot be bel I™®' aS ® aun0 ‘ be in the two rooms at once, 
Zgest Zt tL ' .r, P0D , S ; b i e f0 . r . 1vllat she does not sec. I would 
responsible for e p' a S 1011 d be divided, so as to have a charge nurse 
V 0*™ S( J a * i T°°"h a,ld that ‘be staff should be increased 
in the other ’ B 8 °1 bave ^ 0ur on duty in one dayroom, and three 
would be very greatlylmproTed. 1 ^ C ° ndu0t ° f theS ° 


Bcda. 


Laundry. 


Furnisliing of 
wards. 


Conduct. 
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An Order in Council has lately been obtained increasing the staff by Cons 
one plasterer and four male and two female attendants. At the present Asylum. 
time there are fifty-one male attendants and forty-two nurses, exclusive staff, 
of artizans and laundresses, in actual charge of the insane — giving a pro- 
portion of one attendant to thirteen male patients, and one nurse to 
about fifteen female patients. I certainly think a further increase of 
the staff is called for, especially on the female side, by which means 
order and discipline would be much improved. The night staff has also 
been increased, and is now composed of six male and five female attendants. 

Above all things, I would ask the Governors to consider the improve- Accommoda- 
ment of the accommodation for, and the comfort of the attendants and tion for staff, 
nurses. Unless reasonable comforts are provided it is not possible 
now-a-days to retain the services of trustworthy persons. At present 
the accommodation for the staff in this asylum is cramped and un- 
comfortable ; three or four have to sleep in a small room, where there 
is no privacy nor any home-like surroundings. The result of this state 
of things is that changes are very frequent. At the present time thirty- 
seven of the staff have less than one year’s service, twenty-four have less 
than two years’, and fifteen have not yet completed three years’ service. 

The returns show that 179 men work on the farm, 16 are employed Employment, 
in the stores and offices, 11 in the kitchen, and 44 with the artizans; 
whilst 57 women wash in the laundry and 287 knit and sew. These 
figures show that a fair number of both sexes are engaged from day to 
day at some useful employment. 

About 278 men and 168 women are taken out for country walks, and Exerciso. 
only 59 men and 60 women are confined to the airing courts ; 190 men Amusements, 
and 216 women are able to be present at the associated entertainments. 

On last Sunday, 370 men and 291 women attended Mass ; 21 men Divine Service 
and 18 women went to the Protestant Episcopalian Service; and 4 men 
and 1 woman to the Presbyterian worship. 

The number of patients attending Mass has so largely increased 
that, it is reported, the Chapel is not large enough to accommodate 
them, and the Catholic Service is, therefore, now held in the recrea- 
tion hall. The Board of Governors have under consideration the re- 
quirements of the Catholic congregation. 

The new piggeries recently erected have turned out a most lucrative piggeries, 
investment; 120 pigs are now in stock, and four are killed every week 
to provide pork for the patients’ dinner. 

The stores are kept with due regularity and neatness, and the Store?, 
articles of food obtained under contract appeared to me to be of ex- 
cellent quality, and to be supplied at a very low cost. 

The various books and registers are well kept. The Case-books sup- Books. 

Py full records of the histories of the patients in the asylum, and are 
carefully written up. 

A clinical clerk will shortly be added to the medical staff, which Medical staff. 
now C011 sists of Dr. Woods and three assistants. 

5th October, 1896. 
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Downpatrick 

Asylum. 


DOWNPATRICK DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


Inspected on 
24th Nov., 
1896. 

Statistics. 


I inspected this asylum on the 24th November last, and saw tlio 
patients then resident. The last inspection was made on the 31st 
October, 1895, and the changes which have since taken place in the 
asylum population are shown in the following table: — . 


- — - 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On register at last visit, 

284 

255 

539 

Admitted since, 

64 

66 

130 

Total, , 

348 

321 

GG9 

Discharged recovered, 

36 

35 

71 

Discharged unrecovered, 

9 

6 

15 

Died, .... 

17 

22 

39 

Total, , 

62 

63 

125 

On register on 24th November, 1S9G, 

286 

258 

544 

Absent on probation, 





Absent on pass, 






Absent by escape, 






Resident on 24th Nov., 1896, 

286 

258 

544 


All the patients are chargeable to the county Down. 


Accommo- The accommodation, as estimated in January, 1883, was for 270 
dation. males and 150 females — total 420. The asylum architect has recently 

re-measured the asylum, according to the scale adopted by the Board of 
Control, and he estimates that the accommodation on the completion of 
the new buildings and of the alterations now in progress will be as 
follows : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

[Total. 

Dayroom Accommodation, . 

288 

287 

575 

Dormitory ditto, 

300 

276 

576 


Recover}’ and 
death rates. 


The percentage of recoveries on admissions in 1895 was 49-31 for tho 
males and 46-15 for the females— total 47-82. These figures show that 
the recovery- rate is some 15 per cent, higher than the previous year. 
The percentage of deaths on the average number resident was G'52 for 
the males, 3-73 for the females— total 5-22. 


Capitation cost. The average annual capitation cost was £20 15s. 9 d. 

Paying The number of paying and partly paying patients was 26, the total 

patients. amount received on their behalf being £499 13s. 8 d. representing an ! 
average payment of £19 4s. id. 

As compared with the year reviewed in my last report these figures 
show (a) a decrease in the average cost ; (6) an increase in the amount 
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received on behalf of paying patients ; and (c) tliat. the recovery rate i Downimtkic* 
about 15 per cent, higher. Asylum. 


Tie health statistics on the clay of my visit were as follow : — 


- — - 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Patients in bed, 

3 

8 

11 

In bed for serious illness, 

In bed from age or debility, 

1 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

In bed from violence or excitement, . 

— 

— 



In bed having bedsores, 



1 

1 

Patients under restraint, 

— 

— 

— 

Patients in seclusion, . . 



— 

— 

Epileptics, .... 

18 

15 

33 

Actively suicidal, . . 

8 

5 

13 

General paralytics, . 

5 

— 

5 

Epileptic and suicidal under special 
observation, . . 

48 

37 

85 

Wet beds reported last night, 

8 

4 

12 

Patients raised by attendants, 

15 

10 

25 


Health 

statistics. 


The salaried staff of the establishment is as follows : — Staff. 


— 

No. of Persons. 

Medical Superintendent, . 




1 

Assistant Medical Officer, 




1 

Chaplains, 




8 

Clerk, 




1 

Storekeeper, 




1 

Gardener and Land Stoward, 




1 

Gatekeeper, 




1 

Hall Porter, 




1 

Engineer, 




1 

Gasman, 




1 

Baker, . . 




; 1 

Joiner, . . , 




1 

Tailors, . 




2 

Tailor’s Machinist, 




1 

Shoemaker, 




1 

Painter, . 




1 

Cooks, 




2 

Laundresses, , 




2 

Attendants : — 





Head Male, 




1 

Head Female, 




1 

Ordinary Male, 




21 

Ordinary Female, . 




23 

Night Male, 




3 

Night Female, 




3 

Nurse (Male Hospital) 




1 

„ (Female Hospital), 




1 


Since last inspection the staff has been increased by the addition of 5 
ordinary (2 males and 3 females) and 2 night attendants (one on each 
side of the house) — total 7. 

The attendants in this asylum are carefully instructed in their duties Training of 
y the medical staff, and a course of special lectures is given to them 9taff - 
vei 7 zea lous and able Assistant Medical Officer, 
he patients employed and unemployed on the day of my visit are Employment. 
0Wn ln the following table. 
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Downpatrick Table op Employment. 


— 

Males. 

| Females. 

Assisting attendants in the ward?, 

88 

69 

As garden or field labourers, 

48 


As stokers,. 

2 


As baker, , , 

1 


As tailors, ... 

3 


As shoemakers, 

2 


As painter, . . 

1 


As joiners, . 

2 


As smiths, . 

2 


In the kitchen, 

' 4 


In the laundry, 

1 

20 

In officers’ quarters, 

1 

2 

At needlework, 



At knitting, .... 

— 

21 

Total employed, 

155 

184 

Refusing to work, . 

48 


Unemployed because of : — 



(a) Mental condition, . 

53 


(b) Bodily condition, . 

28 


(c) Suitable work not available, 

2 


Total unemployed, , 

131 

74 


Zymotic 

disease. 


Deaths. 


Casualties. 


lliis table, I am glad to say; shows a considerable increase on tie 
hgures furnished in my report of last year with regard to the number 
employed. 

The physical health of the patients has been good, with the excep- 
tion ot an outbreak of dysentery— a disease which in this, as in other 
asylums m which it has once obtained a foot-hold— tends to break out 
Irom time to time in spite of the greatest vigilance on the part of the 
Medical Ofhcers. There were also four cases of erysipelas, and one of 

mfiasips J 1 5 


Of the 39 recorded deaths, just one-third were due to pulmonary 
consumption ; nearly one-sixth to dysentery ; and about one-eighth to 
general paralysis of the insane — a most fatal form of brain disease 
winch unfortunately shows some tendency to become more prevalent in 
this country. The other deaths call for no special remark, 
lliere was no suicide, and no Coroner’s inquest. 

I lie serious casualties, seven in number, are detailed in the following 
table : — 


Initials. 

Nature of Injury. 

How received. 

J. W., . 

Fracture acromial end of right 

Knocked down by another patient. 

R. M*M., 

Fracture second left metacarpal 

Assaulted by a patient. 

M. J. A., 
M. C., . 

R. C., . 

S. D., . 

H. C., . 

Left Colies’ fracture, . 

Do. do., 

Intracapsular fracture of neck of 
left femur. 

Scalp wound (extensive), . 

Compound dislocation, second 
phalanx of right third finger. 

Fall in laundry. 

Fall in corridor. 

Tripped in bed-clothes in getting 
out of bed. 

Fell against hot-water pipes in w 
epileptic fit. 

Sustained by a fall in dormitory. 
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The entries in the register of seclusion were 73 in number, and show Dotywatrick 
that on 73 different occasions 18patients were secluded during a total Asylum. 
duration of 328 hours. One female patient was kept in mechanical ~ “7 — 

restraint for 792 hours to prevent the removal of surgical dressings. „“ r ain” “ nd 
With reference to the recommendations contained in my report of last 
year : 

(1.) Heating and Ventilation. — Tlie Governors have ultimately decided Heating and 
on heating and ventilating the asylum by the u Plenum ” system, and ventilation, 
plans for the purpose have been prepared. 

(2.) In order to provide for thebetter treatment of the acute and Treatment of 
curable cases, I suggested an extension of the male hospital similar to curable cases, 
that whcli has been carried out on the female side. It will be found 
necessary, I believe, from the increase in the number of male patients 
to carry out the work ultimately, but I do not wish to press it unduly 
on the Board of Governors, whose recent expenditure on structural 
alterations has been considerable, and who have at all times shown such 
willing anxiety to do everything which recommends itself to them as 
tending to the welfare and happiness of the patients. 

(3.) The improvement of the laundry, to which I called attention, Laundn'. 
has finally been decided on by the Board of Governors, and the work 
will shortly be commenced. 

The following alterations and improvements have been carried out Alterations 
by the labour of the patients since last visit. This is a most creditable and improve- 
record of asylum work, and speaks well for the continued zeal and ments - 
activity of the Resident Medical Superintendent : — 

(1.) The flour store converted into a dining-hall for the attendants. 

(2.) Grocery store divided by a partition, and converted into 
(a) pantry for attendants’ dining-hall, and fitted with shelves, 
presses, “ wash-up,” drainer and sink ; and ( b ) attendants’ lavatory, 
furnished with a three basin Adam’s “ Slab Lavatory Range.” 

(3.) The old attendants’ dining-hall fitted up as a tailor’s shop. 

(4.) A water closet fitted up in proximity to the workshops. 

(5.) An enamelled iron bath put up for the use of the female 
attendants. 

(6.) Several male attendants’ bedrooms painted. 

(7.) A new gas retort set to replace one worn out. 

(8.) The bakery oven, flues, etc., repaired. 

(9.) A steam trap fixed in connection with the laundrv drvin" 
closets. J J ° 

(10.) A back entrance made between yard and land steward’s 
house, 

(11) A door made between the general dining-hall and the 
scullery connected therewith. 

(12.) Eighteen dining tables (each 8 feet long by 2 feet 6 inches 
^road), with Canary wood tops and metal feet, made for the dining- 

(13.) A stage (with curtain, side wings, gas fittings, &c.), 20 
eet wide, 25 feet deep, and with an opening 16 by 10 feet, has 
been erected in the recreation hall. 

(14.) Twelve seats (each 10 feet long) with backs, have been 
blade for the corridors. 

(15.) The following works have been carried out in the Male 
Acute Block : — 

Glass door and partition erected on first floor corridor. 

Two dormitories (15 beds each) painted and papered on first floor, 
wo large dayrooms painted and furnished on same floor, and 
corridor painted and papered, 
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Downpatrick Large dormitory (30 beds) painted, on second floor, and corridor 

Asylu m. on same floor painted and stencilled. 

Four-flight staircase at each end of the building painted ; the 
walls and dado stencilled. 

(16.) Board-room closet papered, painted, and fitted as lavatory, 

(17.) The fixed metal gratings of the ventilating flues all through 
the building were removed, and the accumulated dust and dirt of 
years cleared out in very considerable quantities. 

(18.) Twenty-four garden seats (each 10 feet long) made for use 
in the grounds. 

(19.) A five-bar iron railing, 120 feet long, has been erected on 
the site of the old wall which bounded the garden at the rere of the 
male building. 

(20.) The horse-boxes have been furnished with iron hay-racks. 

(21.) The floor of the vegetable scullery has been re-flagged, and 
the walls repaired with cement. 

(22.) The sewage filters were cleaned and provided with an im- 
proved grating, and new covers fitted to cesspool. 

(23.) A drain, 624 feet long and five feet deep, with an 18-inch 
layer of large stones, has been laid through the field on tho “Dam 
Hill.” 

(24.) The stack-yard encroached on by the new buildings on the 
female side has been moved to the site of the manure depot (now 
removed to the outside farm) ; a fresh surface was laid down, and 
on it the hovel-stands were re-built. 

(25.) A new road has been made from the back road to tho 
piggeries. 

(26.) Anew road, 20 feet wide, is being made through the 
“Pump-house Field.” 

(27.) An excellent cricket crease, 40 yards square, has been laid 
down in the same field. 

(28.) The old plantations have been thinned out, and a large 
quantity of trees, plants, and shrubs have been planted throughout 
the grounds, and 60 yards of thorn hedge have been put down on 
the outside farm. 

(29.) Extensive and much-needed general repairs of woodwork 
plaster, concrete, plumbing, &c., &c., were carried out in various 
parts of the building and out-offices during the year. 

Exercise. One hundred and seventeen male and 58 female patients take exercise 

daily in the grounds, and 42 males and 27 females are occasionally taken 
Divine Service, out beyond the grounds when the weather permits; while the numbers 
attending Divine Service on the Sunday preceding my visit were as 
follow : — 


— 

Males. 

j Females. 

Roman Catholics, . 

50 

43 

Protestant Episcopalians, . 

34 

27 

Presbyterians, . . . . j 

30 

29 


Treatment of I pointed out last year that one of tho best features of this asylum is 
patients. the marked effort made to accentuate its hospital character, and to treat 
the patients individually. While the attention of the Medical Officers 
is thus specially directed to the physical condition of the patients, I may 
point out that, at tho same time, tho moral treatment of those under 
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rare is equally attended to. Pains are also taken to provide the Downpatrick 
patients and staff with every reasonable amusement necessary to vary Asylum. 

the monotony of asylum life. Throughout the winter months there « 

are weekly dances, concerts, amateur and professional theatricals, magic Am “ seme “* 3 ' 

lantern entertainments (kindly given by Dr. Clark, Assistant Medical 

Officer), cards, bagatelle, draughts, musical instruments, &c.; and when 

the weather permits some of the patients are allowed a weekly run with 

a pack of beagles. In the summer season there are weekly cricket 

matches, bands, excursions to the seaside, athletic sports, and various 

outdoor games, while special parties of patients are allowed to attend 

local race meetings and entertainments. All through the divisions 

there is a liberal supply of books and papers. 

I am glad to be again able to congratulate the Governors on the satis- General 
factory condition of their asylum, and on the continued efficiency of the condition, 
medical staff. Some persons may be disposed to think that the Resident 
Medical Superintendent presses aesthetic ideas too far in the treatment 
of the insane ; but I am sure the Governors will agree with me in 
thinking that, even if this were so, it would be a fault on the right side, 
and that surrounding, within reasonable limits, the insane poor with 
unaccustomed objects of interest and beauty brightens their lives, and 
mates them treatment more easy; while indirectly it benefits the rate- 
payers by raising the percentage of recoveries, inasmuch as it tends to 
prevent recent cases lapsing into chronic insanity, and so becoming a 
permanent burthen on the rates. 

I examined the asylum books, and they were, as on former occasions, Books, 
most.carefully and accurately kept. 

I think it right to say that I was much struck by the excellent con- Farm 
dition of the farm, and by the good results which in so many directions 
it yields to the institution. In this connection, it would seem to me 
that the laud steward is entitled to very great credit. 


30th January, 1897. 


ENNIS DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


Ennis 

Asylum. 


rn, ASYLUM. 

Here are at present on the register of this as ylum the names of 369 J?fP e ^ te . <i , on 
mm ' males, including 14 in Ennis workhouse under the igyV* cr ’ 

169 f 10n f °f the 9th section of tbe Act 38 and 39 Vic., cap. 67, and 
show i'* ^ latter, 2 are at present absent on probation. This Statistics, 

incr/ a f C ^ e ? se ’ ^tuing the past thirteen months, of 4 males, and an 

Crease of 2 females. 


in this 01 U . na ^ e as pointed out in last report, the numbers retained 
Persons^ +v, m j. ear . no adequate proportion to the number of insane 
adlu is S io ln ae district requiring care, but, from the following return of 

from We ac increase of fresh cases coming in for treatment 
year to year. 
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Ennis 

Asylum. 

Admissions. 


Transfers to 
workhouses. 


No proper 
accommodation 
for lunatics at 
workhouses. 


Statistics. 


Deaths. 

Autopsies. 


Admissions from 1891 to 1896. 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1891, 

50 

40 

so 

1892, 

59 

46 

105 

1893, 

52 

47 

9!) 

1894, 

61 

52 

113 

1895, 

66 

45 

111 

189G (to date), 

46 

30 

76 


We may thus conclude that the increase of lunatics requiring caro 
goes on as rapidly in the county Clare as elsewhere, and that the 
number in the asylum would soon increase if not kept down by the 
discharges and deaths. The mortality has always been very low, so 
that the numbers remain as they are in consequence of the discharges, 
or rather by the transfers to the various workhouses of the district. 

The following table shows the numbers sent from the asylum to tlio 
workhouses since the year 1890 : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1890, 

22 

1 

23 

1891, 

22 

16 

38 

1892, 

23 

11 

31 

1893, 

15 

- 

15 

1894, 

17 

14 

31 

1895 (to 1st September), 

23 

11 

31 

1896 (1st Sept., 1895 to 17th Oct., 1896), 

29 

5 

31 


No objection could be made to the transfer of chronic cases to work- 
houses, if proper provision were made in them for the care of these 
helpless human beings. Unfortunately, the condition of the insane m 
these institutions throughout county Clare is wretched in the extreme, 
and the provision for their care and treatment inadequate ; and 1 
certainly cannot think that the Governors of this asylum are meeting 
their responsibility towards the insane by thus turning the patients out 
of the institution established for them, to seek shelter in the work- 
houses, where no suitable provision has been made for their protection. 
Clare is the only county in Ireland where no steps have been taken to 
meet the increased requirements of the insane, by adding to the asylum 
accommodation, and there can bo no doubt that such increased accom- 
modation is much needed. 

Since the last visit, on the 2nd September, 1895, the following 
changes have taken place amongst the patients : — There were then on 
the register 371 inmates (204 men and 167 women); 119 (75 
and 44 women) have since been admitted ; 95 (G3 men aim 
women) have been discharged ; and the deaths have numbered 
(16 men and 10 women). 

The causes of death have been those ordinarily met with : ah we^ 
perfectly natural. Four post-mortem examinations into the cause 
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death have already been held, useful records of which have been kept. Ennis 

The coroner in no case considered it necessary to hold an inquest. No Asylo m. 

serious casualty took place : the only accidents worthy of note were Casualties, 
the fracture of a small bone in a scuffle with another patient ; the dis- 
location of a bone in an epileptic fit ; and the biting off of a portion of 
an ear in a quarrel between two patients. 

The records of restraint and seclusion show that two men and five Restraint and 
women were restrained — the former for 190 hours, and the latter for seclusion. 

328 hours ; and that seclusion was resorted to in the treatment of five 
men and one woman for a total period of 256 hours. 

The general health of the institution is remarkably good. Only five Health 
patients were found in bed — four on account of bodily illness, and one 
from his own choice. 

Thirty-four patients contribute towards their own support, in sums Paying 
varying from £6 to £25 per annum, and during last year £356 was paid patients, 
from private sources towards maintenance. 

The daily ward returns show that, of the male patients, 73 are Employment, 
employed on the land; 14 as artizans ; and 2 in the offices. Of the 
females, 5 work in the kitchen ; 27 wash ; 4 act as housemaids, and 
109 knit and sew. 

All the men’s clothes are made in the tailor’s shop, but only some of Clothing made 
the boots are made by the shoemaker — the rest being obtained by con- in asylum, 
tract. I think every effort should be made to do all such work in the 
asylum. All the female clothing is made in the institution, and both 
men’s and women’s socks are knitted by the female patients. The men 
still continue to wear frieze, but by degrees tweed suits are being pro- 
vided for Sundays and holidays. 

The male patients were, as a rule, remarkably neat and tidy.' Patients’ 

The appearance of the women has been greatly improved by providing Nothing, 
bright material of various colours for their dresses, and every praise 
is due to the Head Nurse for the trouble she has taken in seeing that 
the women’s gowns are properly made. 

The beds and bedding are kept in excellent order : the beds are most Beds, 
suitable for asylum use, and th.e linen is kept scrupulously clean. 

The arrangements for exercise and recreation continue as previously 
reported. 

On last Sunday 102 men and 102 women attended the Catholic Divine Service, 
service, whilst 4 men and 5 women were present at the Protestant 
service. 

No additions have been made to the number of the staff in actual Staff 
attendance on the insane, which still remains at 1 1 men and 9 women. 

These numbers certainly bear a very low ratio to the numbers of patients, 
viz. 1 to 18 on each side, whereas the proportion should be about 
1 to 11. The shoemaker, carpenter, ploughman, and the two laundresses 
take charge during meal times, but if the artizans spend much time in 
the wards they cannot attend properly to their trades, for which they 
receive higher wages, and, therefore, a waste of skilled labour must 
result. It is in the early morning, when the cleaning of the wards is 
going on, that the extra help is required, and in my opinion another 
attendant and a nurse should be added to the staff. I am also sorry to 
aee that no steps have been taken to place the suicidal and epileptic 
under special supervision during the night. The care of the insane 
roust require the same attention in Ennis as elsewhere ; so I would 
impress on the Governors the wisdom of relieving themselves from 
responsibility, by having a sufficient staff, lest any unfortunate accident 
should happen from the want of sufficient supervision. 
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Ennis The following works and improvements have been carried out hv the 
A sylum . ] a bour of the staff and the patients : — 

Improvements (1.) No. 1 dayroom and the male visiting-room have been 

re-floored and re-painted. 

(2.) The south windows, at the end of the corridors, have been 
wainscotted and seats provided, so as to make useful adjuncts to 
the dayrooms. 

(3.) Cases have been provided in each division for fire extinguish- 
ing apparatus, so that the means of dealing with fire on its first 
outbreak are now within reach at a moment’s notice. 

(4.) A number of lavatories have been fitted with enamelled 
fireclay slabs, on which basins for washing are placed. In this way 
very useful lavatories, which always look clean, have been provided 
at a very small cost. 

(5.) The floors of the dayrooms, dormitories, and single rooms 
have been stained and polished. 

(G.) Several water closets have been fitted with Twyford's 
closets. 

(7.) The ball-alley wall has been raised, and a new concrete 
floor laid in it. 

(8.) A new concrete floor has been laid in the scullery. 

I understand that the erection of a mortuary is under consideration. 
Of the utility of such a building there can be no doubt, in order to 
satisfy the public that proper respect is paid to the dead. 

_ There are two other matters which I would suggest for the considera- 
tion of the Governors : — 

(1st.) The roofing of the coal store, so as to preserve the coals 
from waste and deterioration caused by exposure to weather. 

(2nd.) The erection of a hay and straw barn for the preserva- 
tion of the crop. 

I saw the patients at dinner in the hall. The food was of good 
quality, and the meal was served witli every attention to propriety, and 
to the comfort of the patients. The tables were covered with clean 
tablecloths, and the food was served on delf plates j knives and forks 
are provided on meat days, and delf goblets are used for drinking. 
The conduct of the patients was most orderly and quiet. 

The stores are kept in good order. The articles of food which I saw 
could in no way be found fault with. Milk is obtained from the farm, 
and the bread is made in the asylum. 

I examined the various books required under the Privy Council 
Rules. The Case-books giving the history of the various inmates, and 
notes of the post-mortem examinations, which are carefully kept up by 
the Assistant Medical Officer, will prove most valuable records, and thus 
show the importance of the appointment of this officer, which has been 
made since the last visit. 

I was sorry to hear that a very serious assault had been made on Dr. 
Gelston during the year, a patient having attacked him with a largo 
Superintendent stone. Fortunately the stone struck Dr. Gelston on the back, and not 
on the head as was intended. I congratulate him on his escape. 


Mortuary 

required. 


Works 1 

suggested. 

Coal store. 


Barn 


Dinner. 


Conduct. 

Stores. 


Books. 


Appointment 
of Assistant 
Medical 
Officer. 
Assault on 
Medical 


17th October, 1896. 
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ENNISCORTHY DISTRICT ASYLUM, Enniscortht 

Asylum. 

• On my visit to this asylum I find that the very necessary and I ”‘^ ec ^ 1 v ° n 
important alterations and additions, so long contemplated, have teen i89G. ’’ 

commenced, and that the building work is proceeding. The institution 

may now, therefore, be said to be in the hands of the contractors, Additions a,ld 
necessitating much confusion and dirt ; and rendering discipline and aIteratlons - 
order difficult to maintain. As yet, I am sorry to say, the works have 
not sufficiently advanced to afford any relief to the overcrowding, or to Overcrowding 
supply the various wants of the establishment so often described. The 
overcrowding is indeed even more felt now, as the contractors must 
take up some of the rooms previously occupied by the patients. The Temperature, 
temperature of the wards is lower than ever, as the walls are being 
pulled down. The laundry machinery is still inadequate to meet the Laundry and 
requirements of the institution, so that the foul clothes continue bathing* 
to be washed in the yards attached to the sleeping rooms ; and arrangements, 
the bathing is now carried out with difficulty, owing to the 
bathrooms being partly occupied b} T the contractors. It is found im- 
possible to keep the corridors and rooms as scrupulously clean as they 
ought to be, on account of the dust and debris necessarily caused by the 
carrying out of the works. Large building operations in connection 
with such an institution must involve trouble and anxiety during their 
progress; and all that can be done is to make the best arrangements 
possible for the care and safety of the patients, and to expedite the work 
as much as possible. The erection of the various sanitary annexes is Progress of 
rapidly approaching completion, and the two new day-rooms are now works, 
almost finished ; and will, it is to be hoped, shortly be utilised. The 
new tailors’ shop is being roofed in, but the men’s dining hall has not 
been commenced ; nor have the very pressing al terations necessary 
for the re-modelling of the laundry yet been taken in hand. 

Since the last visit on the 19th December, 1895, the following changes Statistic*, 
have taken place amongst the patients : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

There were then on the books, 

•113 patients. 

242 

171 

Since admitted, 

73 „ 

33 

40 

Discharged recovered, . 

3G 

19 

17 

Discharged uurecovered, 

8 „ 

3 

5 

Died, ...... 

18 

8 

10 


03 

30 

32 


The total number now resident is, therefore, 424. Of these 245 aro 
men and 179 women, showing an increase in the last eleven months of 
three men and eight women. The estimated accommodation of this 
asylum is for 181 males and 150 females, so that until the alterations 
are completed, the overcrowding of the wards must go on increasing! 
•to meet this overcrowding, the corridors, as well as the dormitories, 
have to he occupied by beds. 



0 women), and during the year 1895 the death rate was only 5 - 28 on 
. avera ge number resident. The causes of death, as returned to me 


L 2 
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Enniscoktiit 

Asylum. 


Autopsies 


Health. 


Seclusion and 
restraint. 


Casualties. 


Clothing. 


presented no unusual feature ; about half were due to diseases of the chest 
No inquest was found necessary. Only two post-mortem examinations 
were held. It is impossible to expect that these examinations, so 
important, not alone to medical science, but also for the safety of 'the 
insane, can be carried out until an Assistant Medical Officer has been ' 
appointed. 

The health of the patients, considering the inclement season of the 

year, and the cold of the wards, was wonderfully good. Seven men and 
eight women were confined to bed from bodily illness, and on account of 
old age or debility. One man was found in seclusion. During the past 
year 15 men and 25 women have been secluded, the former 
on 181, and the latter on 178 occasions; whilst restraint has been 
adopted in the treatment of four men and three women. Three of the 
men and two of the women wore gloves during the night ; whilst one 
man was strapped to his seat, and one woman was restrained by a jacket. 

I need only repeat the remarks made on ray last visit, that such an 
amount of seclusion, and restraint is not usual in modern asylums. 
There is one male patient, however, who accounts for a great deal of the 
seclusion. This patient, the subject of auditory delusions, has become 
most dangerous, making violent and unexpected assaults on anyone near 
him Perhaps by placing him in charge of a special attendant for a 
short time, his dangerous propensities might pass away. 

The casualties have been a dislocated shoulder and a broken leg. In 
addition, one female patient succeeded in mutilating herself. This she 
had done on a previous occasion, but has again made a good recovery. 

The men still wear frieze jackets and waistcoats, with corduroy 
rousers. borne of the more troublesome patients might, I think, with 
a stronger staff and a little more energy, be kept tidier. The women 
wcai s iaw s and stuff dresses. In time I hope to see greater variety in 
the material used. 

The old bedsteads are by degress being done away with, and new j 
beds with wire woven bottoms introduced in their place. Straw has j 
now been almost entirely abolished, and hair mattresses substituted. 
Ihese mattresses are entirely made in the asylum by one of the 
attendants who has learned to upholster, aided by a number of patients 
who pick the hair. 1 

Owing to the dirt and dust caused by the works at present going on, 
ic oois weie not found as clean as would otherwise be expected, and 
1 n c . ons ®T uence of the defective laundry arrangements, the sheets cannot 
e kept as white as they should be. May we hope that when the 
..Jl” 7 g works a r? completed, greater attention will be paid by tlio 
attendants to cleanliness and order in all the departments of the institn- 

wnni l j ^ lf _ tlie floors were oiled and bees-waxed, better results 
would be obtained. 

Water supply. The water supply has always been a source of much trouble- M 
? i Clem ? ”. an ., acel } uate borage having been provided when the 
3 ™ ,": a . s firs ‘ kallt - Dependence had, therefore, to be placed or 
j b ’ 'J »V U \ Ime ? °f drought proved utterly inadequate tomeetthe 
emands of such an institution. The subject has occupied the attention 
/ , 1 a P es ' ,r some years past, and he has, with characteristic energy, 
armed out most extensive works, with the aid of the staff, to provide 
oi age capable of meeting the requirements of the asylum even in dry 
S^ li ° n0, rr S V, la *'ge/<*ervoir lias been built and lined with masonry, to 
receive the water from a spring close at hand ; and pipes from this have 


Cleanliness. 
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been laid to the laundry. Another reservoir is about to be made to Enmscorthy 
catch the surface water from the side of the hill. These works cannot A sylum . 

but be of material service to the institution, by affording a large storage 
of water when the other supplies fall short. 

The patients have also been employed in making two avenues ; in the Works carrlml 
erection of a timber and lumber store; and in carrying out the extensive out by patients, 
excavations required for the new buildings. So much work carried out 
by the labour of the patients speaks highly for the utility of the institu- 
tion — tending both to the hfealth and happiness of the inmates, and to 
economy in management. With so satisfactory a record of useful work, 

1 have no hesitation in advising the Governors to make every effort to 
iucrease the size of the farm, so as to afford further employment when Extension 
the present works are completed, thus utilising the labour of the of farm 
patients for their own support, and thereby lessening the cost of recommended, 
maintenance. 

76 men are at present at work at field labour ; 40 assist the artizans ; Employment. 

2 men and 7 women help in the kitchen ; 14 women wash, and 87 knit 
and sew. 77 men and 73 women walk daily round the grounds. 

On last Sunday, 144 men and 79 women attended Mass, while 8 men Divine Service, 
and 10 women went to the Protestant Service. 

I saw the male patients at dinner. Their behaviour was very good, Dinner, 
and the manner in which the meal was served is more in accordance 
with modern usage than formerly. The dietary has been made most Dietary, 
suitable to the wants and tastes of the inmates ; and I saw an excellent 
dinner of fish served to the working patients. ' The fish is supplied 
once a week, under contract, at 2 \d. per lb. and forms a most excellent 
Friday’s dinner. At present the workers get roast beef for dinner on 
one day ; corned beef on one day ; pigs’ heads on two days ; and fish on 
Friday ; whilst the non-workers are given potatoes and milk on three 
days; soup on three days; and on one day bread and milk. All the articles 
of food received under contract appeared to be of good quality. At pre- 
sent, the stores are in some confusion owing to the building work going 
on in them. The issue of stimulants in this asylum has been very high, Use of 
—the highest of any in Ireland. The issue would appear, however, to stimulants, 
have been in all cases made correctly under medical orders. 

The staff consists of 19 attendants and 13 nurses, in actual charge of Staff, 
the insane. This gives a ratio of about 1 attendant to 13 patients on 
the male side, and of one to 14 on the female side. A male attendant, 
and a refectory maid have been added to the staff during tin? past year. 

With regard to the distribution of the patients and attendants in the Distribution of 
various wards, I find that on the male side there are only three divisions. j^^ nt9 ftU 

No. 1 Ward contains 83 patients in charge of 9 attendants, includ- 
ing the Head Attendant ; 

No. 2 ,, 100 „ in charge of 6 attendants ; 

No. 3 ,, 62 ,, in charge of 4 attendants. 

It would seem to me that the collection of so many patients in one 
ward is most unfortunate. I cannot understand how any Charge Atten- 
dant can give undivided attention to such numbers, especially in the 
case of excited and troublesome patients. Wards for such cases should 
never contain more than 40. It also appears that the Head Atten- 
dant acts as a ward attendant. This is not the custom in public asylums, 
nor does it seem possible that he can do duty in his ward, and supervise 
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Books. 


the attendants at the same time ; so that it may be said that this insti- 
tution, with 245 male patients, has neither a Head Attendant, nor an 
Assistant Medical Officer. Once the building operations are completed 
I trust the Governors will earnestly consider the necessity of appointing 
a suitable person as Head Attendant, who should have no other duties 
but the supervision of the male staff. Such an appointment in an 
asylum is just as important as that of a Sergeant-Major in a regiment. 

Furthermore, I hope the Governors will then take the necessary steps to 
appoint an Assistant Medical Officer — an appointment now made in 
almost every District Asylum in Ireland — and urgently called for here 
on account of the increased size of the institution ; the increased number 
of patients \ and the additional medical work to be done. 

On my examination of the various books and registers, I was much 
impressed with the amount of labour devolving ou Dr. Drapes, who in 
addition to his other manifold duties, finds time to keep up the Case- 
books, which give the histories of the various patients in the asylum. 

7th November, 1896. 


Kilkenny 
Asylum. 
Inspected on 
4th and 5th 
Dec., 1890. 

Progress of 
works. 


Lighting. 


Statistics. 


KILKENNY DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Sim , continues in the hands of the contractor 
CatlinfcPI l ' tle ™ lks are a PP ro “hing completion: the Roman 
the new h “ "T 80 nearl y finMled that Mass is celebrated in it: 
ZinZnZ]jT “I t,le f ,ale Side are oecu P ied by ‘be Patients; and tho 
Id Chen nod T a T 5 S read y for use ; but work of' re-modelling the 
blocks Im ;U . IIH 'y, llls stld to be taken in hands, and the sanitary 
at aVto 1 ?! not y e t been commenced. No decision has been arrived 
Varin!w i'L m0St f lUtab °, an<i “ ost economical form of light to adopt 
mission i 'm 01 BU PP y‘ n S S' ls 01 ' electricity have been under dis- 
for 'the’ • an y conclusion being arrived at as to the most suitable 
ncct " T e T S ° ' 16 as y lum - On tMs account, it has been 
venlnt M P< ?f POne ^ lleatin S of the old wards, as ir, may be con- 
I trust l.r nSC . 16 aT boiler power both for the lighting and heating, 
the best f wev( ) r ’ >at no further delay will take place in deciding on 
anv loniro ™ Jt tu ado P t >.at it is impossible to leave the institution 
Ifi heieo. 11 tf S ? re ? eil j condition of semi-darkness, the present supply 
difficult ° U CI y lnadef l u;de , fbus rendering proper supervision most 

natipTits 0 |!i'n Wb +? tllc fl ie changes which have taken place amongst the 

patients since the date of the last Report on the 8th October, 1806 :- 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


On register at that date 
Admitted since, 

Discharged recovered, 

Discharged not improved. 

Died, 

Leaving resident at this date (4th Doc.), 


showing an increase of 37 (15 men and 22 women.) 


185 

15S 

343 

39 

37 

7G 

8 

7 

15 

5 

2 

7 

11 

6 

17 

200 

180 

380 
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The deaths call for no special remark ; all were from causes generally Kilkenny 
to be met with in the mortality returns of such an institution. The Asylum. 
death-rate during the past year amounted to about 4-5 per cent, on the 
average number resident. No post mortem examinations were made. No ' ftU( * • 
The importance of such investigations becomes every day more evident, 
not alone for the advance of medical science, but also for the protection 
of the insane, lest any undetected injury should have been clone them 
during life. Up to this, there has been no suitable place for holding 
these autopsies, but a mortuary is now being built. 

Just now an epidemic of scarlatina has appeared in the institution : Outbreak of 
4 patients (3 men and 1 woman), and 6 of the staff (5 men Scarlatina, 
and 1 woman) have been attacked, besides some doubtful cases, but 
the disease has shown itself in its very mildest form, and most of those 
attacked are now convalescent. 

At present there are 7 patients confined to bed on each side ; of Health, 
these 6 men and 5 women are suffering from bodily disease ; the other 
cases remain in bed from old age. Twenty-two patients (10 men and 
12 women) suffer' from epilepsy ; whilst 20 cases are returned as 
of suicidal tendency. As yet no special provision has been made for 
the proper care of such cases during the night. It is to be hoped that, Observation 
when the alterations are completed, a special dormitory, providing for dormitory 
constant supervision, will be arranged. Just now the medical officers required, 
report only one case as suffering from General Paralysis of the Insane. 

The records of restraint and seclusion show that 10 men and 1 Restraint and 
woman have been secluded, the men for a total period of 855 hours ; the seclusion, 
woman only on one occasion for a quarter of an hour. Restraint has 
only been resorted to in one case on one occasion for ten hours, on 
account of suicidal tendencies. The number of beds found wet this 


morning was two on the female side ; none on the male. 

The staff in actual charge of the insane numbers 14 on the male 
and 11 on the female side, which gives a proportion of 1 attend- 
ant to 14 male patients, and 1 nurse to 16 females. In 
addition there are, on the male side, 5 artizans — the gardener, 
stoker, mason, tailor, and shoemaker, and, on the female side — 2 
laundresses. The shoemaker only works five days in the week ; and 
there is no carpenter. This is a weak staff, and I think, when the 
Governors can take the matter into consideration, the number of nurses 
ought to be increased ; a carpenter ought to be appointed ; and the 
shoemaker ought to give his whole time to the work of the institution. 

At present the clothes are all made in the institution, with the 


Clothing made 


exception of the men’s caps and the attendants’ uniforms ; while only ; n Asylum, 
the repairs of the boots are done. It would be much more satisfactory 
•full boots were made in the establishment. All the women’s clothes 
are made in the female wards ; and all the socks are knitted by the 
"’omen. r 


During my visit, the conduct of the patients, both males and females, Conduct 
". as wonderfully good ; and, having regard to the very disturbed state 
0 building, the laundry having been given up entirely to the con- 
1 actor, and the washing having to be done in a passage, every credit 
ls due to the staff for the cleanliness of the patients, and of their sur- cleanliness 

roundings. 

by degrees, tweed is being substituted for frieze in the clothing of clothing. 
tie men. This improves their appearance, making them look tidier 
mid better dressed. 

■\vP U finale side, the material for the gowns is very suitable, 
mn the present disturbed state of the wards is at an end we must 
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hope, however, for a great improvement in their appearance by takin 
a little more pains in the making of their dresses and by niinistcri/ 
somewhat to female vanity in rendering their dress more attract™ 
thus fostering habits of tidiness, and stimulating good conduct ami 
self control. uu 


Employment. 


At present 49 men are employed on the farm, 9 work with tl» 
artisans, 55 pick hair, 5 help in the kitchen Of 

4-K~ 1 1 <jO 1 •, 


Divine Service. 


Service of 
meals and 
dietary. 


Provisions. 


Rate of 
maintenance 


Uouk3. 


... , - ..— r ^j. the women, 30 

wash m the laundry, and 83 sow or knit. 

On last Sunday 58 men and G4 women attended Mass, whilst 10 
patients went to the Protestant service. 

The stores and kitchen are at present so upset by the alteration) 
being made m these departments that the food has to be cooked and 
served as well as circumstances will permit. It is, therefore useless 
for me to trouble the Governors now with any suggestions’ for the 
improvement of the dietary. When the new diningroom is completed 
I trust every effort will be made to serve the meals with due reirito 
regularity and propriety, and I shall then ask the Governors to con 
sider certain changes in the dietary, so as to render the scale more in 
accordance with that in use in the other Irish asylums. 

The articles of food obtained under contract, which I saw, could not 
be Objected to. All the contracts appear to have been made on most 
economical terms, so economical as to explain the cheapness of main- 
tenance “ this asylum which for last year was at the rate of 

Irish asylums ^ head ’ ^ lo "' est ’ mth one exception, of any of the 

1 1' j i 0 ?™” haVe P romised > when the various works are corn- 

pleted, to deal with the several suggestions made in last year’s report, 
it is unnecessary for me to reiterate them. 

J? 6 ™° ks and registers which I examined appeared to be carefully 
pt. The medical records and case books do the greatest credit to the 
Assistant Medical Officer. 

I regret to say that during my visit I was deprived of the assistant, 
of Dr Myles, who was confined to his room by illness. I sincerely 
hope that he will be quickly restored to health. 

The matron was also, I regret to say, laid up with a cold. 


12th December 1896. 


Death of 
Dr. Myles. 


(14/12/96). Since writing the above I have heard with deep regret 
o le e<i i o i Myles. I beg to express my sincere sorrow for the 
loss of one who for so many years gave his best energies to the care 
and treatment of the insane, and who proved so faithful and valuable 
an official during the period in which he held office as Medical 
Superintendent of the Kilkenny District Asylum. 


KILLARNEY DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


KiLLAHWKY 
Asylum. 

loSTSr 1M, T W 1 “? tant and t0 ‘ da y in “spring this institution. 

Oct." 1890 ’ t ? at t,1C mstalIation ° f the electric light is now almost completed; 

tne electric apparatus has been erected in the Asylum, and it now only 

Lishtiug. remains to connect rt with the Company’s works. This work will be 
.finished before the end of the month, when the contract with the Gas 
Company will terminate. 

Improvements. The Governors have, with most praiseworthy foresight, adopted all 
ie suggestions for the improvement of the institution made in the last 
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report ; and a tender lias been accepted for the erection of a men’s Killarngy 
diningroom ; apartments for the assistant medical officer ; a general Asylum. 
bathroom ; and the enlargement of the laundry. As yet the contractor 
has not commenced work, but there seems no reason why he should not 
proceed. 

The Governors have also made an addition of 1 3^ acres to the farm, Additional 
so that the land capable of tillage now amounts to 31 acres. No more land, 
useful improvement could have been made — one which T trust will not 
alone add to the happiness of the patients, but also prove a remunerative 
investment. But, without wishing to ask too much, I think the Governors 
should still increase their farm by at least 30 acres. Above all I cannot 
too strongly urge on them the importance of becoming the owners of 
the land in front, and immediately adjoining the asylum. In the 
future it may not be so easy to get possession of these fields, and, if 
buildings are erected in close proximity to the institution, it will 
seriously impair its value as a hospital for the insane, and render useless 
the expenditure of public money upon it. 

The following changes have taken place amongst the patients since Statistics, 
the last visit on the 7th August, 1895 : — 


— 

1 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

There were then on the Register, 

268 

192 

460 

Since admitted, ... 

80 

77 

167 

Total, 

348 

269 

617 

Discharged recovered, .... 

40 

27 

67 

Discharged unrecovered, 

9 

19 

28 

Died, 

30 

17 

47 

Total, 

79 

63 

142 

Leaving on this date (10th Oct., 1S9G), 

269 

O 

C4 

475 


This shows an increase of one male and fourteen females. As the 
extended accommodation is for 278 men and 210 women, not counting 
the detached hospital, it seems likely that the female side will shortly 
be quite full ; but I think at very little cost a good deal of room could 
be found for extra beds by the removal of useless walls in some of the 
wards. 

Six of the inmates contribute towards the cost of their maintenance Paying 
in sums varying from £10 to £12 per annum. The total amount Patients, 
received under this head this year has been £40. Having regard to the 
number of patients, I think an effort should be made to obtain further 
contributions from relatives towards the support of the insane of the 
district. 

The deaths call for no remark : all were from natural causes. Con- Deaths, 
sumption still heads the list. Up to this date the cause of death has been Autopsies, 
verified in nine cases by post mortem examination. There has been no No suicides, 
suicide or accidental death ; nor has any epidemic visited the institu- epidemics, or 
tion. One patient was admitted with a cut throat, but he made a good 
recovery • and no serious accident has been reported. 

There were fifteen men and twelve women confined to bed, but these Health, 
were generally suffering from chronic disease, or were kept in bed on 
account of excitement. 
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Killarnky 

Asylum. 

Restraint. 
Condition and 
conduct. 
Clothing. 


Dinner. 


Dietary. 


Staff. 


Books. 

Divine Service, 

Entertain- 
ments and 
exercise. 

Works 
carried out. 
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The only record of restraint would appear to he the use of blind 
sleeves and gloves to prevent destruction of clothing. 

The patients,, both male and female, were very orderly and auwf 
during my visit. The men were clean and tidy. Frieze is lull 
universally worn. I think it would be found an improvement, and ten 
to economy, to introduce tweed suits for the men who are indoors All 
the men s clothing and the greater part of the attendants’ uniforms a.e 
made m the tailors shop, and all the female clothing and the men's 
underclothing are made by the female patients. All the boots, including 
the attendants boots and shoes, are made in the shoemaker’s alien fin 
much useful work, carried out without extraneous aid, deserves the 
highest praise, as nothing is more to the credit of such an institution 
than that, as far as possible, it depends on its own resources for its 
support. 

I saw both the male and female patients at dinner. Of course the 
service of the men’s dinner was rendered difficult and uncomfortable by 
tae want of a suitable dining-hall. That for the females has also become 
too small, and should, if possible, when opportunity offers, be enlarged, 

.L he dietary lias been improved by giving bacon as frequently as possible 
and a more plentiful supply of vegetables. Potatoes were given this year 
up to the end of May, aud have been in use now since the beginning of 
August. All the articles of food received under contract'appeared to 
me of good quality I would suggest, however, that in future the issue 
of stimulants should be either from the stores or from the dispensary. 

- A , s re gards i the staff, there are seventeen attendants and fourteen nurses 
m charge of the insane, exclusive of the artizans and laundresses, giviim 
a ratm of about one attendant to fifteen patients. I think the appoint- 
ment of two additional attendants on each side would be found of 
advantage for the proper care of the insane inmates. Since I was last 
here a plasterer lias been added to the staff. 

The books and registers are all properly kept, hut the case-hook should 
contain the history of every patient, admitted into the asylum. 

On last Sunday sixty males and sixty females attended Mass, while 
two females went to the Protestant service. 

Sixty-six moil and fifty-six women are brought to the associated 
entertainments, and about forty women go for walks in the country 
once a fortnight. 

Much useful work lias been done since I was last here. A new potato 
steamer has been erected. Part of the excavation has been done in con- 
nection with the electric light, and the new drainage has been carried out 
by the patients. The partition walls have been removed in Ward No. 12. 
and two large dormitories formed in the space thus obtained. The 
turmture and decoration of some of the wards have been much improved, 

1 ffi l ’ T *i m 10 P®l s to able still further to improve the appearance 
ie c P ll . lcor ?' proposes also to form a dormitory in one of the 

upper stones, for the care of suicidal and epileptic patients who should 
be under constant supervision during the night. This room can he 
easily and economically constructed by the removal of some useless 
walls. 


12th October, 1896 
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LETTERKENNY DISTRICT ASYLUM. Lettkmekst 

Asylum. 

I visited this asylum on the 11th ultimo, and saw the patients then ^'uiTnov? 11 
resident. These numbered 451, and the changes which have taken 1S9G. 

place since last inspection are as follow : — 

1 Statistics. 


— 

Males. | 

^ Females. 

Total. 

On register at last visit (11th Sept., 1895), ■ 

282 

139 

421 

Admitted since, . . 

77 

58 

135 


359 

197 

556 

Discharged recovered, .... 

20 

14 

34 

Discharged unrecoveml, . 

13 

12 

25 

Died, 

24 

22 

46 


57 

48 

105 

Absent on Probation, on Pass, or by Escape, 

— 

_ 

— 

Resident on 11th November, 1896, 

302 

149 

451 


It will be perceived from this Table that the number of patients — Accommoda- 
especially male patients — continues to increase, so that the additional tiou. 
or enlarged buildings now approaching completion will do little more 
than provide legitimate accommodation for the number of these patients 
now resident. This is to be regretted ; but, as pointed out in the last 
memorandum of inspection, it will be possible to gain considerable 
space on the upper floor by “gutting,” and this work, when necessary, 
can, I trust, be carried out mainly by asylum labour, and at a small cost. 

The percentage of recoveries on admissions last year was 37 : — 39-2 Recovery and 
amongst the men, and 32*5 amongst the women ; while the percentage death rate, 
of deaths on the average number resident reached the comparatively 
high figure, for an Irish asylum, of 12-2, viz. : — 13 for the men, and 10-5 
for the women. The average annual capitation cost is £21 16s. 2d. ; Cost of 
and there are eight paying, or partially paying patients, who contributed maintenance, 
a total sum of £120 17s. 7c/. towards the cost of their maintenance last 
year. 

The Health Statistics on the day of my visit were as follow : — Health 


■ — - 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Patients in bed, ..... 

6 

13 

19 

k bed for serious illness, • . . . 

4 

10 

14 

In bed from age or debilitv, 

2 

3 

5 ! 

k bed from violence or excitement, 

— 

— 


In bed having bedsores, .... 

— 

— 

— 

I atients under restraint, .... 





_ 


• 





Epileptics, . 

9 ' 

7 

16 

Actively suicidal, 

3 

4 

7 

General paralytics. 


— 

— 

-pileptic and suicidal under special obser- 
vation, 

JJ’ct beds reported last night, . 

vaticuts raised by attendants, . 

12 

11 

23 

3 

1 

4 

25 

30 

55 
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L™ r Of the 46 deaths, 14 resulted from pulmonary consumption (phthisis), 

1_‘ M * while one death was the result of typhoid fever. Of this latter (zymotic) 

Zymotic disease there have been, unfortunately, no less than 12 cases since last 

disease. inspection. The frequent invasions of this disease during recent years 

emphasize the continued presence of insanitary conditions in the 
asylum. It may, however, be reasonably anticipated that with the im- 
proved structural and sanitary conditions of the asylum now approach- 
ing completion ; sufficient accommodation ; an almost perfect system of 
heating and ventilation; modern sanitary annexes; better drainage; 
and last, though not least important — a full supply of pure spring water, 
this special liability to outbreaks of zymotic disease will be diminished 
or altogether removed. 


ITeatin" and The system of heating and ventilating the asylum, which received 
ventilation. the Board’s anxious consideration, is now almost completed, and was 
tested on the day of my visit. The method adopted is that known as 
the “ Plenum ” system, which has been carried out at some of the 
English asylums with success. By it, fresh air, warmed by passing 
over a large surface of steam pipes, is forced through ducts varying in 
size in proportion to the volume of air required for every apartment in 
the building. The forcing in of the fresh air is effected by large pressure 
Fans driven by small engines, and the inlet and exit Hues are arranged 
in each apartment, so that, as the warm air is forced into the room, tho 
vitiated air is driven out. 


Condition of 
asylum. 


Considering the dislocation of the asylum routine, resulting from the 
presence of tradesmen in many parts of it, the house was clean, and in 
fair order. 


Amusement 
and employ- 
ment. 


Extension of 
farm recom- 
mended. 


Both the amusement and industrial occupation of the patients continue 
to receive proper attention from the Resident Medical Superintendent, 
lhe numbers of patients employed on the day of my visit are shown in 
the following table. Owing mainly to the construction of the new 
water reservoir, one of the greatest works as yet attempted to be carried 
out by asylum labour in this country, the sources of occupation for male 
patients are at present sufficient ; but I cannot too strongly urge on the 
Governors, as a means of promoting the patients’ recovery, and for the 
general good of the institution, in the management of which the 
Governors show such an intelligent interest, that the asylum farm 
should be extended by the acquisition of additional land. At present 
there are only twenty-five acres available for cultivation — a quantity 
a together insufficient. I can state that in every case in which additional 
land has been acquired for asylum purposes in this country, it has not 
only materially added to the patients’ chances of recovery and content- 
ment, but it has proved a source of profit to the funds of the institution. 
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Table of Employment. 


Letterkbnxy 

Asylum. 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, 

52 

19 

As garden or field labourers, 

GO 

— 

As stokers, 

2 

— 

As tailors, ....... 

3 

— 

As shoemakers, ...... 

3 

— 

As painter, 

1 

— 

As joiner, 

1 

— 

As masons, ...... 

4 

— 

In the kitchen, 

10 

1 

In the laundry, 

— 

31 

At needlework, ...... 

— 

15 

At knitting, 

- 

46 

Total Employed, . 

136 

112 

Refusing to work, 

Unemployed because of : — 

22 

1 

(a) Mental condition, . 

138 

22 

( h ) Bodily condition, • 

6 

14 

Total Unemployed, 

1G6 

37 


Table of 
employment. 


The additions, alterations, and improvements carried out by the Additions, 
asylum staff and patients since last inspection, independent of the large alterations, and 

* , . 1 r n improvements. 

contract works now in progress, are as follow ; — 


(1 ) Staining and varnishing woodwork of tradesmen’s shops. 

(2.) Painting and varnishing Storekeeper’s office. 

(3.) Staining and varnishing presses and tables for Storekeeper’s office. 

(4.) Painting and papering Assistant Medical Officers rooms. 

(5.) Painting and varnishing seventy-live iron bedsteads. 

(G.) Staining and varnishing stores. 

(7.) Flooring shoemaker’s workshop. 

(8.) Making presses (seven) ; new coal cart ; seats for divisions (out 
of old bedsteads) ; towel rails ; and bread trays. 

(9.) Constructing entrance door to Assistant Medical Officer’s residence. 

(10.) Concreting floors in new tool house. 

(11.) Terracing round Medical Superintendent’s house with concrete 
steps. 

(12.) Building gate entrance to Medical Superintendent’s house. 

(13.) Erecting closets for farm labourers. 

(14.) Plastering 1 and rough casting with cement the farmhouse and 
buildings, and 1,102 yards of boundary wall. 

(15.) Cutting foundations for new buildings, and opening channels, 
<fec., for water, gas, and steam pipes. 

(16.) Construction of new water reservoir — thirty patients and four 
attendants, on an average, working since 1st April. 


The water reservoir, already referred to, measures 200 by 160 feet, Construction of 
*ith a full depth of ten feet of water. This will give a storage capacity water reservoir, 
of about 2,000,000 gallons, which will yield a four months’ supply for 
500 persons at thirty gallons per head per diem. 

There has been no inquest and no fatal casualty ; and it has not been No inquests or 
found necessary to mechanically restrain apy of the patients. The restraint. 
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Casualties. 


Staff. 


since the last visit : — 

Females : — 

5‘ ?-St r u° k on nose with a delf vessel by another patient 

right femur. ™ ^ aU ° tllei ' P atieUt ’ receiviu S *™ture of 
E. S. Knocked clown in dayroom by another patient (I. S ) _ 
suiting in an incised wound on nose, two contusions under 
eyes, and fracture of neck of left humerus. 

Males : — 

M J i° G ';r FeI1 ° n grass ’ fraoturin g lower third of right fibula 
M ' H w? C ? n n USI ? n °! rigllt temple > Caused b y fal1 on stairs. 

' I with A e^ C ^ u ? i r lCk ,,° n rIght e y° ky another patient (J.Y.) 
with end of brush handle, causing a severe contusion. 

mentl- ll0WinS “ a com P Iete list of th e salaried staff of the establish 


Nature of Office. 


Number of 
Persona. 


Medical Superintendent, . 
Assistant Medical Officer 
Visiting Physician, 

Chaplains, 

Apothecary, 

Clerk, 

Storekeeper ami House Steward, 
Gardener, 

Gatekeeper, 

Porter, 

Farm attendant, . 

Plumber and Engineer, 

Masjn, , 

Joiner, . . 

Tailor, 

Shoemaker, 

Painter, . 

Matron, . 

Cook, 

Kitchen Maid, . ’ 

Laundresses 


Attendants : 

Head Male, . 
Head Female, 
Ordinary Male, 
Ordinary Female, 
Night Male, 
Night Female, 


1 

1 

I 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


I 

1 

M 

1 1 


Appointment 
of Assistant 
Medical 
Officer. 

Quarters for 
Head 

Attendant. 


of an A^siS’url *° “';S ratuIate the Governors on their selection 

t^anT ml d The interest which he takes in hi. 

that he will anner J n which lie keeps the Case-books, give promise 
The Va i uable “ dc,itim t0 the staff ° 1 

13 male rlnrmit 0nc>aat present occupies a partitioned portion of No. 
mitorfenWl T A 1 8 J thi§ P artition is to & removed, and the dor- 
“ No 5 wb ? I ’/ W ° U 1 ™ ggest tbat be should be changed to a room 

L ° f th ° addifcio “, where ho will be close to 

one male dayrooms and dormitories. 
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I inspected the various asylum books, and found them, as usual, care- Lettbbxbnny 
fully posted. The numbers attending Divine Service last Sunday were A sYLU Mt 
as follow : — Books. 


Roman Catholics, . . 115 men and 60 women. Divine Service. 

Protestant Episcopalians, . 27 „ 20 „ 

Presbyterians, . . . 14 „ 8 „ 


It is gratifying to Toe able, in conclusion, to bear official testimony to Discharge of 
the Resident Medical Superintendent’s continued zeal and efficiency in llutie ? R *M. 
the discharge of his duties. Owing mainly to the manner in which he su P erintenclent - 
has carried out the Governors’ views, this asylum shows in many 
respects a marked advance in recent years. 


1st December, 1896. 


LIMERICK DISTRICT ASYLUM. Limerick 

Asylum. 

I visited this asylum on the 8th and 15tli ultimo, and saw all the Inspected on 
patients then resident. The last inspection was made on the 14tli 8th and 15th 

November, 1895, and the changes which have since taken place in the ec J 

asylum population are shown in the following Table : — Statistics. 


— 

Males. 

Females. , 

Total. 

On register at last visit, .... 

291 

289 

580 

Admitted since, 

66 

49 

115 

Total, 

357 

338 

695 

Discharged recovered, .... 

27 

16 

43 

Discharged unrecovercd, 

6 

7 

13 

Died, ... . . . 

16 

14 

30 

Total, 

49 

37 

86 

On register at this date, . 

308 

301 

COO 

Absent on probation, 

- 

- 

- 

Absent by escape, 

- 

- 

- 

Absent on pass, .... 

- 

- 

~ 

Resident at this date (8th December), 

308 

301 

609 


Of the 609 patients resident, 450 (244 men and 206 women) are 
chargeable to the county Limerick, and 159 (G4 men and 95 women) 
to Limerick City. 

The accommodation was nominally estimated in 1878 for 250 men ^ ccomrao d a - 
a nd 250 women, but this included the wing basements which afford tion. 
very inferior accommodation. The number at present in the asylum 
is, as stated, 609, and the average increase for the past five years lias 
been at the rate of 1 6 per annum. In order to relieve the over-crowding, 
a nd to meet the special want of hospital accommodation, it was sug- 
gested to the Board of Governors that the best form in which addi- 
tional accommodation could be provided was by building a detached 
hospital for the treatment of 200 to 250 patients, not merely the sick 
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Limerick and infirm, but also all the acute and special cases ; but they felt 
A sylu m. themselves unable to sanction so large an expenditure, in addition to the 
cost of remodelling the present asylum. 

Additions, As the first step towards the remodelling, a contract has, since last 

alterations, and inspection, been entered into (ct) for the reconstruction of wings 4 and 
improvements. an( j the addition of a story to them, and (6) for the erection of a 
detached house for the Resident Medical Superintendent. The 
Governors have also agreed to the enlargement and improvement of 
the administrative offices, and to various other alterations and improve- 
ments. The total accommodation which will be provided by the scheme 
now adopted, including the basements I have referred to, will be for 579 
patients, while two large additional temporary buildings, each measuring 
80 feet by 38 feet 6 inches, and 12 feet high, with 4 single rooms, 
connecting corridors, and large sanitary block, hav e been erected, mainly 
by asylum labour, and will afford excellent additional temporary accom- 
modation for 60 patients. 

In addition to the erection of the temporary buildings referred to, 
the following alterations and improvements have been carried out 
during the year by asylum labour, viz. : — 

(1.) 44 old iron window sashes throughout the asylum have 
been taken out, the openings enlarged, and new wooden windows, 
6 feet by 3 feet 6 inches each, put in instead. 

(2.) A considerable amount of painting and papering has been 
done in the wards, corridors, and attendants’ quarters. 

General I found all parts of the asylum clean ; the patients were comfortably 

condition. clothed ; and few complaints were made by them. 

Recovery rates. The percentage of recoveries on admissions during 1896 was 33*3 for 
males, and 29-2 for females, representing a total of 3T6, being about 
7 per cent, less than the rate for 1895. 

D.-ath rates. The percentage of deaths on the daily average number resident 
during 1896 was — for males, 6-02, for females 4-4 — total 5*2. The 
corresponding figures for 1895 were 7 -5, 6-3, and 6-9. respectively. 
It is apparent to me that the death-rate in this asylum, as in many 
other Irish District Asylums, as the result of improved treatment in 
many directions, tends, notwithstanding overcrowding, to diminish; and 
however satisfactory this may be from one point of view, it must be 
borne in mind that it will tend, in an increasing ratio, to augment the 
numbers remaining in the asylum ; in other words — the accumulation 
of the insane, from the admissions yearly exceeding the deaths, 
recoveries, and discharges from other causes, will go on probably for 
some years to come. This is a serious question for the ratepayers of 
Hospital the district. No doubt, with improved hospital treatment for freshly 

curable cL^ occurr ^ n S cases insanity, it would be possible to increase the per- 

s- centage of recoveries, and in this way to lessen the number of acute 
cases becoming chronic, and remaining a permanent burden on the 
ratepayers. Public opinion should be taught that insanity, especially 
in the early stage of a first attack, is a disease which is largely curable, 
so that both humanity and economy alike demand that every facility 
for curative treatment should be provided. This is why we urged the 
Governors to relieve the congested state of their asylum by the addi- 
tion of hospital accommodation, and it also explains the readiness with 
which the Governors of asylums in other districts of Ireland, and in tlie 
poorer parts of Scotland, have felt themselves justified in sanctioning 
considerable expenditure for hospital buildings. I can only trust that 
any further structural addition to the Limerick Asylum (apart from 
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the remodelling of the old building) will be a hospital, however small, Limerick 
for the individual treatment of recoverable cases. Asylum. 

The friends of 21 patients contributed during the year a sum of Payi ~ 

£270 8s. 10 d. towards their maintenance, representing an average patients, 
payment of £12 17a. 7 d. per patient. 

The health statistics on the first day of my visit were as follow :~ 


— 

Males 

Females. 

Total. 

Patients in bed, 

10 

11 

21 

In bed for serious illness, .... 

8 

5 

13 

In bed for slight illness, .... 

2 

1 

3 

In bed from age or debility, 

- 

8 

8 

In bed from violence or excitement, 

_ 

2 

2 

In bed having bedsores, .... 


_ 

_ 

Patients under restraint, .... 

. 


_ 

Patients in seclusion, .... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Epileptics, 

13 

9 

22 

Actively suicidal, ..... 

19 

27 

46 

General paralytics, 

- 

_ 

- 

Epileptic and suicidal under special observation, . 

46 

49 

95 

Wet beds reported last night, 

3 

6 

9 

Patients raised by attendants, 

35 

20 

65 


Health. 

Statistics. 


The best feature in the asylum is the care taken of the epileptic and Care of 
suicidal patients, and the excellent observation dormitories which epileptic and 
have been provided for them. suicidal cases. 

The following Table gives the number of patients employed and Employment. 
’ on the date of my visit : — 


Females. 


Assisting attendants in the wards, 
As garden or field labourers, 

As clerk, 

As storekeepers, 

As stokers, 

As bakers, 

As tailors, 

As shoemakers, 

As upholsterers, 

As painters, 

As joiners, 

In the kitchen, 

In the laundry, 

In officers’ quarters, 

At needlework, 

At knitting, 

At fancy work, . 


Total employed, 


In the scullery, 


fusing to work, 

Unemployed because of:— 
(a) Mental condition, 
(o) Bodily condition, 
( c ) Other causes, 


Total unemployed, 


63 

77 

1 

2 

4 
3 

5 
7 

14 

6 
12 

3 


203 

20 

40 

40 

6 


7 

44 

1 

42 

41 

6 


30 

88 

8 


100 
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Limerick 

Asylum. 


Additional 

land. 

Deaths. 

Autopsies, 

Inquest. 


No zj'motic 

disease. 

Casualties. 


Restraint and 
seclusion. 


Books. 

Divine Service. 


Appendix to Forty-sixth Report on District, Criminal, [App. F. 

This table ia satisfactory, and I have again to congratulate the 
Governors on the number of patients employed at different trades, and 
the excellent character of the work, before referred to, which has been 
carried out by asylum labour. I am "lad to add that steps have been 
taken to acquire about 30 acres of additional land, which will largely 
extend the means of employment. 

Of the 30 deaths, no less than 14 were ’due to disease of the heart 
and only four to pulmonary consumption. The remaining deaths call 
for no remark. The average age at death of the males was 53, and of 
the females 51. The cause of death in 8 cases, viz. : — 4 males and 4 
females, was verified by post-mortem examination ; and in one case, a 
patient (T. H.) who died suddenly on the 27th September, a Coroner’s 
inquest was held — the verdict being that the cause of death _ was 
apoplexy. 

There was no case of zymotic disease during the year. 

Two casualties occurred, viz. : — 

(1) A male patient sustained a dislocation of the head of the 
humerus, the result of a fall from a heap of loose coals. 

(2) A male patient was kicked by another in the scrotum, causing 
extensive ecchymosis, and nervous shock. 

The register of restraint and seclusion shows that four males and five 
females were secluded on twenty-one different occasions, during a total 
period of 247 hours. Only a single patient was subjected to mechanical 
restraint, and this was done by leather muffs during a total duration of 
164 hours, for surgical reasons, viz. : — to prevent her tearing bandages 
from her head. 

I inspected the asylum books and found them duly written up. 

The following were the numbers of patients who attended Divine 
Service on the Sunday preceding my visit : — 


! 

Males. 

Females. 

Roman Catholics, 

110 

97 

Protestants, .... 

7 

14 


25th January, 1897. 
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LONDONDERRY DISTRICT ASYLUM. Losdondihbt 

Asylum. 

I inspected this asylum on the 12th November last, and saw all the Inspected on 
patients then resident. The last inspection was made in September, 12 

1895. The changes which have since taken place in the asylum ' 

population are shown in the following Table : — Statistics. 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On register at last visit, .... 

218 

210 

428 

Admitted since, 

65 

41 

106 

Total, 

283 

251 

684 

Discharged recovered, .... 

24 

15 

39 

Discharged unrecovered, .... 

3 

7 

10 

Died 

12 

20 

32 

Total, 

39 

42 

81 

On register at this date (1 2th Nov., 1896), 
Cases in Londonderry and Limavady 
Workhouses under the Act 38 & 39 

244 

209 

453 

Vic., cap. 67, section 9, 

2 

6 

7 

Resident on 12th Nor., 1896, 

242 

204 

446 


The health statistics on the day of my visit were as follow : — 



Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Patients in bed, 



1 

1 

In bed for serious illness, 

— 

1 

1 

In'bed from age or debility, .... 

— 

— 

— 

In bed from violence or excitement, . 

— 


— • 

In bed having bedsores, 

— 

— 

— 

Patients under restraint, 

— 

— 

— 

Patients m seclusion, ...... 

— 

— 

— 

Epileptics, 

12 

12 

24 

Actively suicidal 

— 


— 

General paralytics, 

1 

— 

1 

Epileptic and suicidal under special observation, . 

12 

12 

24 

Wet beds reported last night, .... 

1 

— 

1 

Patients raised by attendants, 

25 

30 

65 


Health 

statistics. 


The absence of serious illness amongst the patients, and the fact 
that only a single patient was confined to bed, may be noted. 

During the period under review there have been in all 32 deaths — Deaths. 

12 males and 20 females. The average age at death was 52 for the males, 
and 46 for the females, representing the total high average of 49. The 
causes of death call for no unfavourable comment. Considering the 
great overcrowding of the asylum, the small and diminishing number 
of deaths from pulmonary consumption may be noticed — -due, I have no 
doubt, to the excellent care taken of the patients, and the special precau- 
tions adopted against the propagation of tubercular germs. In all cases in 
which the necessary consent could be obtained — viz., 10, the cause of Autopsies, 
death was verified by post mortem examination, while in two cases, 

M 2 
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Londonderry coroner’s inquests were held, in the first of which (D.C.) the verdict 
Asylum. was death. f rom fatty degeneration of the heart, and in the second (M.M.) 
Inquests. from mania and epilepsy. The patient in the latter case was in the 
habit of eating grass, hair, and such things, which formed a complete 
cast of the stomach. The jury, however, considered that this was not 
directly connected with the patient’s death. The percentage of deaths on 
the daily average number resident during the year 1896 (up to the 31st 
October) was as low as 3*89 among the males, while among the females 
it was 7*88, giving a percentage on the total inmates of 5-76. 

No zymotic There was no case of zymotic disease among the patients, and there 
disease, has been no entry in the Register of Restraint and Seclusion, nor has it 
seclusion ° r keen ^ oun ^ necessary to place any patient in restraint or seclusion in 

1 ’ this asylum since this Register was instituted in 1895. 

Casualties. There have been only two serious casualties among the patients, 
viz. : — 

R. C. — Simple fracture of left collar bone, the result of being 
thrown down by another patient. 

C. M‘G. — Dislocation of left shoulder from an accidental fall. 
Employment. The following Table shows the number of patients employed and un- 
employed in the asylum on the date of my visit : — 



Assisting attendants in the wards, 

As garden or field labourers, 

As clerks, .... 

As storekeepers, ... 

As stoker, ..... 

As tailors, .... 

As shoemakers, . 

As upholsterers, 

As painter, .... 

As joiners, .... 

Ab plumbers, .... 

As masons, .... 

In the kitchen, .... 

In the laundry, ... 

In officers’ quarters, .... 

At needlework, 

At knitting, .... 

Total employed, . 

Refusing to work, . 

Unemployed becauie of : — 

(а) Mental condition, 

(б) Bodily condition, . 

(c) Suitable work not available, 

Total unemployed, 

Overcrowding. I need not dwell on the very serious overcrowding which exists 
throughout the institution. In one division (No. 4 Male) 59 patients 
occupy what is only proper accommodation for 36. Another, intended 
for 7, is occupied by 12 patients. As the site for the new asylum has 
been acquired, and the necessary Order in Council obtained for its 
erection, the Governors should, I think, consider the advisability of 
providing accommodation at Gransha for quiet working patients, in 
order to relieve the excessive overcrowding which exists on the mak 
side. 
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Apart from the unavoidable overcrowding, the condition of the Londonderry 
asylum reflects the very greatest credit on everyone responsible for its Asylum. 
management. General 

The Medical Superintendent has secured a staff of attendants who c " ndition • 
have been trained with great care, and seem to be in every respect Staff ’ 
most competent. 

The night nursing of the patients is carefully attended to, and it will 
be seen from the health statistics that no less than 55 patients were 
raised by the attendants, and only a single bed was soiled by a patient 
on the night preceding my visit. 

The additions, alterations, and improvements carried out during the Additions, 
past year by the assistance of the patients’ labour were as follow : — alterations, 

. and improve- 

1. Scraping and plastering No. 9 corridor and rooms, and making ments. 

end of corridor into large press for clothes. 

2. Laying and connecting pipes for auxiliary supply of bath water, 

and for increased water supply. 

3. Building and fitting up photographic studio. 

4. Painting bedsteads, and general painting and decorations. 

5. Erection of a large shed on farm as a shelter for farm workers. 

6. Making new ladders and presses. 

I examined the asylum books, and found them carefully written up. Book9, 

The Case-books kept by the Assistant Medical Officer are, as I have 
noticed on previous occasions, models of what such records should be. 

The numbers attending Divine Service on the Sunday preceding my Divme Service, 
visit were as follow : — 



Males. 

Females. 

Roman Catholics, 

87 

66 

Protestant Episcopalians, . 

56 

59 

Presbyterians, .... 

. . 65 

54 


2nd January, 1897. 


MARYBOROUGH DISTRICT ASYLUM. Mab *- 

BOROUGH 

Asylum. 

This institution still continues in the hands of the contractor. The Inspected on 
alterations of the old buildings are now almost completed, and con- 

siderable progress has been made with the new blocks ; that for males ' 

approaches completion, but the buildings on the female side will take Additions, 
some time to finish, while the boiler-house, laundry, and bakery have alterations, 
to be completed, and fitted with machinery. I would suggest that t 1 “ iprove_ 
when the new blocks are opened, and sufficient day-room space thus 
provided, the upper corridor in the front of the old building should 
he converted into dormitories, by removing the walls of the three-bedded 
rooms, and replacing the flags with wooden floors, thus obtaining 
additional sleeping accommodation, as has been done in the Carlow 
Asylum. * b 
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Mart- 

borough 

Asylum. 

Floors require 
attention. 


The new day rooms afford excellent accommodation, but so far 
no furniture has been provided for them, or for the dining-hall, and I 
was sorry to find that as yet no steps have been taken to polish the 
floor of the latter room, or of the attendants’ diningrooms. Block flooring 
has been laid down at great expense in these rooms, but is rapidly 
being destroyed by want of proper attention. 


Statistics. The following changes have taken place since the last inspection in 

October, 1895 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

There were then on the books, 

. 411 patients, 

219 

192 

Since admitted, 

. 99 „ . 

56 

43 

Discharged recovered, 

. 27 „ . . 

18 

9 

Discharged unrecovered, . 

. 23 „ . . 

10 

13 

Died, .... 

. 26 „ . . 

7 

19 


leaving at this date the names of 434 patients (240 men and 194 
women) on the register. 


Deaths. The deaths call for no special notice, except that in one case death 

Outbreak of returned as due to dysentery. An outbreak of this disease occurred 

dysentery in the spring of the year. It fortunately attacked only two patients, 
one of whom died. Frequent outbreaks of this disease have occurred 
in the past, breaking out generally in the spring, and evidently 
attributable either to overcrowding, to defective drainage, or to a 
„ . polluted water supply. The overcrowding will, it is hoped, be done 

arrangements. awa y with hy the opening of the new blocks. The drainage is at 
present being remodelled by the erection of new sanitary annexes 
throughout the building ; and it is proposed to pump the sewage to the 
land lately acquired, and there purify it by filtration. It is to be 
hoped that a new and improved water supply will shortly be obtained 
Water supply, from the public waterworks. 


Autopsies. Only one post mortem examination has been held during this year. 

This is unfortunate, as the returns show that seven were made during 
1895, and every day we are impressed with the importance of these 
investigations, but the falling off is entirely due to the want of a proper 
Mortuary mortuary, as the Assistant Medical Officer is still most eager to pursue 

required. his pathological researches. I trust that the new works will include a 

mortuary suitably fitted up for the reception of the dead. 

Health. At present the general health of the patients is very good — only one 

man and two women being confined to bed. 


Restraint and There is no record of restraint having been used during the year, 
seclusion. while thirteen men and four women were secluded, the former on seven- 
teen, the latter on seven occasions. 

Clothing The appearance of the male patients has been improved by the substi- 

of males. tution of tweed for frieze in their clothing. I cannot, however, appro' c 
of the practice of making the male patients who have attempted to 
escape wear strong ticking dresses of a peculiar pattern and make. The 
restless excitement of the insane, or their desire to escape, cannot be 
restrained by making them objects of derision to those about them- 
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1 found 113 of the most troublesome male patients huddled together »Unr- 
in one dayroom with only three attendants to look after them, whilst 

another commodious and comfortable room, just completed, was left 

empty. 

Further, X found that a large number of patients willing to work had Insufficiency 
not (at a quarter to twelve in the day) gone to their respective employ- of attendants, 
ments. The explanation I received for this state of things was the 
want of sufficient attendants. All the patients had to be collected in 
one room so as to be in charge of the three available attendants, and no 
one could be spared to take those who were willing to work to their 
employment. 

The women were fairly neat and clean. They were dressed in linen clothing 
dresses. I think, however, some improvement could be made in their of females, 
appearance by having the gowns made for individual patients. 

The bedding has been much improved by the substitution of hair for Beds, 
straw, and the introduction of new bedsteads. Owing to the alterations 
going on in the laundry, it is impossible to expect that the washing can 
be properly done, and therefore it is unnecessary to say anything about 
tbe state of the sheets. I can only express a hope that within a short 
time the laundry will be made capable of meeting the wants of such an 
institution. At the same time I must again call attention to the want Want of 
of cleanliness in other matters — for instance there is much room for cleanliness, 
improvement in the state of the floors in some of the male dormitories. 

The head attendant is at present doing duty in the office owing to the 
death of the late clerk. Whether he takes up his old position, or a 
new appointment is made, I think the first duties this official has to learn 
are habits of cleanliness. 

Sixty -six patients are employed on the farm ; two as tailors ; one in Employment 
the shoemaker’s shop ; four as painters; two as carpenters; and one 
with the plumber. None of the clothes or boots are as yet made 
in the asylum. Only repairs are executed in the shop. As both a 
tailor and shoemaker are attached to the staff, principally for the pur- 
pose of affording employment to the insane, I think an effort should be 
made to train some of the younger patients to these trades, and to do 
some of the new work in the asylum. Fifty women are engaged at 
washing, and fifty-four knit and sew. An additional sewing machine 
and a knitting machine would tend to promote employment on the 
female side. 117 men and 110 women go for walks in the country Exercise, 
once a week. On last Sunday, the chaplains’ books show that 110 men 
and 98 women attended Mass, whilst 13 of each sex attended the Pro- Divine Service 
testant service. 

I saw the patients at dinner. Great improvement has taken place Dinner, 
in their behaviour while at meals, and much more attention is paid to 
regularity and order in the way in which the food is served. The Dietary. 
Governors, at our suggestion, adopted a new dietary scale. Unfortun- 
ately an unforeseen difficulty has arisen in obtaining a supply of milk 
for dinner on two days of the week, and I found on my visit that, as 
the contractor was unable to give the required amount of milk, porter 
had been substituted for it. One reason for recommending the intro- 
duction of the new scale of diet was to put a stop to the use of extras 
and stimulants. It does not seem advisable that porter should be issue 
in such large quantities for the use of the insane, and I think, therefore, 
that something else should be used. It would, I fear, be impossible to 
get fish here at a reasonable price, and I would, therefore, suggest tha on 
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Mary- 

borough 

Asylum. 


Staff. 


[App. F. 

Wednesdays and Fridays the dinner should consist of potatoes cm, 
densed or separated milk, and half an ounce of butter to each nationf" 
when pure milk cannot be obtained. ^ ’ 

I have already referred to the want of attendants on the male side 
There are at present thirteen male attendants, exclusive of the head 
attendant, shoemaker, tailor, gardener, gatekeeper, porter, farm servant 
stoker, plumber, two joiners, and a cook. This would give about one 

attendant to nineteen patients — the proper proportion being about one to 

eleven, or, including all the male staff, the proportion would be about one 
to ten— the proper proportion being about one to seven. The male staff 
therefore requires to be strengthened by the addition of three attendants 
—thus giving a proportion of one attendant to fifteen patients, exclusive 
of artizans. At the same time I think the duties of the attendants 
nnght be more equally distributed, as, while I found three attendants in 
charge of 113 troublesome patients, the hospital attendant had only 
one sick patient to look after, the rest of the occupants of the ward 
having gone out for exercise. Further, I think that every effort should 
be made to see that the tradesmen and attendants employed on tkofarm 
take out with them as many patients as they can, and that all who are 
usefully employed should go to work at a reasonable hour, say nine 

0 clock, a.m. J 

Night nursing. The night staff now consists of three attendants on each side, and I 
am glad to report that the duty of nursing the insane during the night 
appears to be much more carefully done, as the number of wet beds has 
diminished on the female side, and none were found on the male side 
his mormng, thus showing that the Governors have taken a rightview 

01 their responsibilities in appointing so strong a night staff. 

The office of Clerk is now vacant through the death of Mr. Conroy, 
who for so_ many years faithfully served the public in this important 
office, and in the end died in harness. In selecting a successor, I would 
only remind the Governors of the increasing duties and responsibility 
ot the office owing to the growth of the institution, and of the 
importance of obtaining a successor to Mr. Conroy who is thoroughly 
conversant with the keeping and checking of public accounts. 

The medical books and registers are carefully kept. The case-book 
continues to do credit to the Assistant Medical Officer, owing to the 
recorded" 1 ^ 1161, ^ n °t es °f the various cases of insanity are 

Dr. Hatchell was absent on leave at the time of my visit, but I 
received every information from Dr. M'Claughry who is in charge. 
Ho seems to have a thorough knowledge of the patients and to take a 
great interest in his work. He is assisted by Dr. Dudley who is doing 
temporary duty. J 


Clerkship 

vacant. 


Books. 


16th September, 1896. 
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MONAGHAN DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


I spent the whole of yesterday, and part of to-day in inspecting this 
asylum. 

The overcrowding so often called attention to in the past continues 
rapidly to increase. On the inspection of the asylum twelve months ago, 
there were on the books of the establishment the names of 676 patients 
(368 men and 308 women). Since then 170 (93 men and 77 women) 
have been admitted ) the discharges have amounted to 93 (41 men and 
62 women) ; and the deaths to 35 (21 men and 14 women) ; leaving 
resident at the present time 718 patients (399 men and 319 women) ; 
being an increase of 42 (31 men and 11 women), and showing the 
largest number of admissions, and the greatest increase in numbers 
since the opening of the asylum. 

To meet the requirements of the increasing population of the institu- 
tion, the necessary plans had been prepared, with the sanction of the 
Governors, and the quantities had been taken out. Nothing remained 
but to commence the works, when they were unexpectedly postponed by 
a resolution, passed by the Governors in October, that the proposed 
works should be abandoned until the Bill for the amalgamation of 
Workhouses became law ; and that, in the meantime, two wings of the 
Monaghan Workhouse should be taken for the accommodation of some 
of the chronic patients. The Guardians of the Monaghan Union have 
already informed the Governors that, pending the inquiry of the Com- 
mission contemplated under the “ Poor Relief (Ireland) Bill,” the Local 
Government Board will not sanction any part of the workhouse being 
transferred to the asylum ; and, as regards the proposed legislation deal- 
ing with the amalgamation of workhouses, it is very doubtful if any 
provision which does not already exist will be made with regard to 
lunatics at present under asylum care. I trust, therefore, that the 
Governors, who have always evinced so great an interest in the care of 
tbe insane, and who have shown in the past their anxiety to fulfil their 
responsibilities towards this afflicted class, will now see the necessity of 
making provision for the patients under their care ; as the overcrowding 
of the institution paralyses every effort towards their treatment to 
recovery — the want of accommodation rendering it necessary to crowd 
into the same rooms with the quiet and well-behaved, the acute and 
melancholic, and the noisy and turbulent, thus irritating and disturbing 
hose for whom peace and quietude are most necessary. Furthermore, 
e Governors are aware that all the executive departments require re- 
organisation and enlargement. The laundry and kitchen -must be 
remodelled in. order to cope with the requirements of the increased 
number of patients. The diningroom is hardly capable of containing 
u the. inmates. The Governors have already decided to erect a new 
c , * n the grounds. Additional rooms to accommodate the necessary 
S rl provided. A system of artificial heating is urgently 

iieeded in many of the blocks, and proper provision is wanted for the 
nursing of the infirm and sick. 

P a tients at present in the institution, 396 are chargeable 
6 county Cavan, and 322 to the county Monaghan. 


Mon ag haw 
Asylum. 
Inspected on 
13th and 14th 
Nov., 1896. 

Statistics. 


Postponement 
of additional 
improvements. 


Overcrowding. 


Works required 
to be carried 
out. 
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Monaqhan 

Asylum. 

Paying 

patients. 

Health. 


Zymotic 

disease. 


No autopsies. 


Conduct. 


Clothing. 


Employment, 


Exercise. 


Divine Service. 


Amusement. 


Want of 
furniture, &c. 
Heating. 

Beds. 


Only 11 patients contribute towards the cost of their maintenance in 
sums varying from j£ 9 to £24 per annum. Considering the numbers in 
the asylum, I think steps should be taken to ascertain if further contribu- 
tions from private sources, cannot be obtained towards their support, 

The general health of the establishment is wonderfully good, only 
three men and two women being confined to bed. These patients are 
distributed through the various wards, and are not concentrated in one 
sick room, as should be the case if a suitable hospital were provided. 

The deaths call for no special mention. Typhoid fever is returned as 
the cause in one case, three patients being attacked by this disease, 
One female patient and three attendants caught scarlatina, and erysi- 
pelas attacked two male patients. Most fortunately, having regard to 
the hygienic surroundings, these outbreaks did not spread. 

No post-mortem examinations have been held. Having regard to the 
number of medical officers in the asylum, this is unfortunate, not 
alone for the sake of medical science, but for the protection of the 
insane. More and more every day we see the importance of such ex- 
aminations. The reason why these investigations have not been held 
is that, up to this, no suitable mortuary exists. 

The behaviour of the men, having regard to their very overcrowded 
condition, was wonderfully good ; but on the female side there was 
much noise and excitement, evidently due to the large number of 
violent and excited cases collected in one room. 

The men are now dressed in tweed, and their clothing is warm and 
of excellent material. They are now also supplied with neckties. The 
material of the women’s dresses is also very good, but very little has 
been done (as is now generally the rule in other asylums) to improve 
their appearance, by taking a little pains in the make of their gowns ; 
by varying the colour of the material ; or by supplying a little cheap 
braiding. By such simple attention to their taste, women are induced 
to control their conduct and language. I trust that the new Head 
Nurse will endeavour to improve the tidiness of their hair. 

One hundred and fourteen men are now employed on the farm ; 14 in 
the offices, and as messengers ; and 1 4 as artizans. Of the women, 5 are 
engaged in the kitchen; 48 in the laundry; and 71 at sewing and 
knitting. Twice a week 90 men and 85 women walk in the country, 
while 140 men and 100 women go round the grounds. Eighty men 
and 70 women are still confined entirely to the airing courts. 


367 patients were present at Mass last Sunday ; 

76 „ went to the Protestant Episcopalian Service; and 

60 ,, ,, Presbyterian Service. 


Over 200 patients attend the associated entertainments. A certain 
sum is granted by the Governors every year to provide amusement, 
such as visits to the circus, theatrical entertainments, &c. 

. The wards still present a most cheerless aspect, from the want of fur- 
niture, and all those objects of interest and comfort now so generally 
found in asylums The want of any adequate means of heating must 
be bitterly felt in some parts of the house during the winter ; and some 
of the more delicate patients, who expose themselves during the night, 
must suffer much from cold. The bed-clothes are, however, of excellent 
quality, and the sheets wonderfully clean, having regard to the very 
deficient means of drying in the laundry. 

Many of the floors of the dormitories and single rooms have no* 
been oiled and varnished, which much improves their appearance. 
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The men’s clothes are only partially made in the tailor’s shop ; the M^aohaj 1 

rest are obtained under contract. Steps should be taken to do all such 

work in the establishment, as the best evidence of the good management clothing, &c , 
of such an institution is, that it, as far as possible, does its own work, made in 
With this view, I think the tailor should be relieved of such work as Aa y lum - 
cutting out mattresses, vests, and drawers. The mattresses should be 
cut out by the attendant upholsterer, and the vests and drawers should 
be cut out and made on the female side. 

During the past year the building formerly used as the County In- Acquisition of 
firmary, and lately purchased by the Governors, has been converted infirmary 
into accommodation for seventy working patients, after undergoing building, 
various alterations and improvements. The floors have been renewed ; 
a kitchen has been fitted up ; and sanitary appliances have been erected. 

A considerable portion of the old boundary wall has been taken down, Works carried 
and is being rebuilt on the confines of the recently acquired farm which out - 
adjoins the town. New piggeries have been built. Several dayrooms 
and corridors have been wainscotted. A great deal of painting has 
been done both on the male and female sides, and on the outside of the 
building. 

The staff has been increased by the addition of two male attendants, Staff, 
and now consists of twenty-six men and twenty-one women (ex- 
cluding artizans, laundresses, and head attendants) in constant charge 
of the insane during the daytime, giving a ratio of one attendant to 
fifteen patients, on each side. This is a low ratio — the proper pro- 
portion being about one attendant to eleven patients. The male 
attendants are, however, assisted by the artizans. 

The patients and the staff are distributed through the various wards Distribution of 

as follows ^ nta and 

staff. 

Female Side : 

No. 1 Ward contains 58 acute patients in charge of 5 nurses. 

No. 3 Ward contains 20 imbecile and infirm patients in charge of 
1 nurse. 

No. 4 Ward contains 152 patients in charge of 9 nurses. 

No. 5 Ward contains 89 patients in charge of 6 nurses. 

Male Side : 

No. 6 Ward contains 44 acute patients in charge of 4 attendants. 

No. 7 Ward contains 83 epileptic patients in charge of 7 atten- 
dants (a). 

No. 8 Ward contains 16 imbecile and infirm patients in charge of 
1 attendant. 

No. 9 Ward contains 107 patients in charge of 11 attendants (6). 

No. 10 detached ward contains 43 patients in charge of 4 atten- 
dants (c). 

No. 11 detached ward contains 46 patients in charge of 3 atten- 
dants. 

No. 12 (Old Infirmary) contains 60 patients in charge of 3 atten- 
dants. 

(a) Includes the carpenter. 

( b ) Includes the mason, tailor, and painter. 

(c) These include the shoemaker, gardener, and farm-yard man. 

These figures show a very unequal division — in some of the wards 
(as in No. 4 female and No. 9 male) the number of patients being too 
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^fr r ^ diVid ri at 8 nti °, n0 , n the part0f the attendants, whilst i, 

— £nts, is too amaU ^ nUmber ’ b ° th ° f P atiente *«* 

iflSSSS 1 Si °°f 1 was last here medical staff has been strengthened bv tk 
Medical officer. appointment of a second Assistant Medical Officer. The valued 
this appointment is verified by the manner in which the case books and 
other medical records are kept up. na 


14th November, 1896. 


Mullingar 
Asylum. 
Inspected on 


MULLINGAR DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


29th Oct.,189G, . ^ ™ited this asylum on the 29th October last, and again on the lltli 
and 11th Feb., instant. The figures in the annexed table refer to the earlier date, 
1897. The changes which have taken place in the asylum population since 
last inspection are as follow : — 


Statistics. 


Admitted since, 


Total, 


Discharged recovered, 
Discharged unrecovered, 
Died, 


Total, 


On Register 29th October, 1896, 
Absent on probation, 

Absent on pass, . , 

Absent by escape, . 


Resident on 29th October, 1896, 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

392 

261 

653 

81 

70 

151 

473 

331 

804 

34 

20 

54 

11 

6 

17 

10 

18 

28 

55 

44 

99 

418 

287 

705 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

~ 

* 

- 

418 

287 

705 


Of the total number of patients resident, 270, viz., 167 men and 103 
women, are chargeable to the county Westmeath ; 270, viz., 154 men 
and 116 women, to the county of Meath ; and 165, viz., 97 men and 
68 women, to the county of Longford. 

Recovcryrates. The percentage of recoveries on admissions during 1896 was 39-6 for 
males, and 38 for females, showing the total percentage of recoveries to 
be 38-9, while the percentage of recoveries on the total number under 
care during the year was 8-4 for males, and 8-8 for females, or a total 
of 8'6. 

The percentage of deaths on the daily average number of patients in 
the house was as low as 3-7 for males, and 7 -6 for females, or a total 
mortality percentage of 5*2. This is the lowest mortality, so far as I 
have been able to trace back the figures, recorded in the history of the 
asylum, and the following table, giving the death-rate for the past ten 
years, speaks better than words of the effects of improved methods of 


Death rates. 
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care anil treatment, notwithstanding the marked overcrowding of the Mut.lingar 
male side of the asylum : — Asylum. 



This continuing decrease in the death-rate is largely responsible for Q au8e of 
the rapid numerical increase of the insane in the asylum. The increase increase in 
does not mean that there is really more occurring madness, but that number of 
there is a piling up, if I may use the expression, of the insane — an insane * 
accumulation of patients from the admissions exceeding the deaths and 
discharges from other causes. This, together with the fact that an 
increasing number of dotards are now sent to the asylum from work- 
houses, or from their own homes, accounts for the great increase in the 
number of patients. If the Governors examine the history of 
admissions into the asylum they will perceive that, taking one year 
with another, these admissions show no substantial increase. Thus, 
for the eleven years from 1885 to 1895, the numbers of cases admitted 
were as follow, viz. : — 



Admissions. 


0r an average of 1 37*9 cases per annum. 


The average annual capitation cost for 1896 was £29 8s. 6d. There c C6t 0 f maln- 
were 27 patients whose friends contributed towards the cost of their tcnonce. 
maintenance a total sum of £547 8s. 8 i. during the year. 
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Mullihoak The health statistics on the first dav of my visit were as follow . 

Astt.iim * w • 


Health 

statistics. 


Deaths. 


Suicide. 


Zymotic 

disease. 


Casualty. 


Restraint and 
seclusion. 


Employment. 


— 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Patients in bed, . 


17 

24 


In bed for serious illness, . 


3 

7 


In bed from age or debility, 


3 

4 

7 

In bed from violence or excitement, 
In bed having bedsores, 


3 

5 

7 

Patients under restraint, . 


_ 



Patients In seclusion, 





Epileptics, 

Actively suicidal, , 


25 

18 



3 

_ 

3 

General paralytics, 


4 

1 

6 

Epileptic and suicidal under special observation, . 

72 

49 

121 

Wet beds reported last night, 


1 

_ 

Patients raised by attendants, 

• 

3 

26 

29 


Of the 28 deaths, no less than 17 were due to phthisis or to general 
tuberculosis. One death was due to typhoid fever, and one old woman's 
death was registered as due to erysipelas and exhaustion. There would 
seem, however, to have been great doubt as to whether or not the case 
was one of ^ true erysipelas. One patient (J. S.) committed suicide by 
throwing himself in front of a train. The particulars of the case are 
as follow : — 

On the morning of the 14th March he was returning from break- 
fast in the dining hall along with nine other patients, in charge of an 
attendant. Soon after reaching their division it was reported that lie 
had escaped. Search was at once made for him, but he got on to the 
railway, and, placing himself in front of a train, was killed. A 
Coroner’s inquest was held— the jury finding that the deceased was 
killed on the railway, but attaching no blame to anyone in the matter. 
As, however, J. S., who had escaped on two previous occasions, was on 
the special list of patients in regard to whom written instructions had 
been issued that they should never be allowed out of sight, the attendant 
who had him in charge at the time of his escape was reduced in rank, 
and warned as to his future conduct by the Board of Governors. 

The return of zymotic diseases shows three cases of typhoid fever, 
and one (doubtful) case of erysipelas as having occurred during the 
year. The Resident Medical Superintendent believes that the typhoid 
fever was imported from a dairy farm supplying part of the milk used 
in the asylum. The milk was submitted to a very exhaustive examina- 
tion. It was found to contain a large number of micro-organisms, 
approximately estimated at 15,000 per cubic centimetre. The 
endeavour to isolate the specific bacillus of typhoid fever was, however, 
not successful. 

The only serious casualty which occurred during the year was that of 
a female patient (E. G.) who slipped on the polished floor, and sustained 
a Colles’ fracture of the right wrist. 

N”o patient was placed in mechanical restraint during the year, 
while the register of seclusion shows that 26 men were secluded on 
60 occasions for a total duration of about 189 hours, and that 24 
women were similarly treated on 68 occasions for a total duration of 
686 hours. 

The employment of the patients continues to be the marked feature 
of this asylum, and to show the most gratifying results. 
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Return of Employment. 


How employed. 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, .... 

49 

66 

As garden or field labourers, ..... 

215 

1 

As storekeeper, ...... 

1 

- 

As messengers, ...... 

2 

- 

As stokers, ....... 

9 

- 

As tailors, ....... 

5 

- 

As shoemakers, ...... 

8 

- 

As upholsterers, ...... 

23 

- 

As painters, ....... 

13 

- 

As joiners, ....... 

As plumbers, ....... 

7 


3 

- 

As masons, ....... 


- 

In the kitchen, ....... 

13 

6 

In the laundry, ...... 

2 

47 

In officers’ quarters, ...... 

5 

6 

At needlework, ...... 

- 

98 

At knitting, ....... 

- 

21 

Total employed, .... 

363 

235 

Refusing to work, ...... 

10 

6 

Unemployed because of : — 



(n) Mental condition, ..... 

7 

6 

(i) Bodily condition, ..... 

38 

41 

‘ Total unemployed, 

55 

52 


The additions, alterations, and improvements carried out during the 
year are as follow : — 

(1.) 1,800 superficial yards of concrete floors,, and a similar 
amount of wood-block flooring laid down in six main corridors. 

(2.) New hot-water service erected throughout the house by 
Messrs. Ash well and Nesbitt. 

(3.) Two new boilers, 30 feet by 7 feet, erected. 

(4.) 324 yards of concrete and wood-block flooring laid down, 
and walls plastered in male hospital. 

(5.) New store built for use of male hospital. 

(6.) Old floors taken up in 36 cells, and concrete substituted. 

(7.) Walls of the four staircases hacked and prepared for 
plasterers in the three stories. 

(8.) Eight emergency doors broken out in Divisions 5 and 10. 

(9.) Two partitions erected across back corridors in 2 and 3 
female wing. 

(10.) Four arches broken out in partition wall of same for en- 
largement of attendants’ rooms. 

(11.) Male and female hospitals and eight attendants’ rooms 
painted and decorated. 

(12 ) 240 yards of store yard concreted. 

(13.) Cow-shed, 80 feet long, roofed and fitted up. 

(14.) Two stoves in basement and one in Turkish bath erected 
and fitted up. 

(15.) Concrete wall at rere of Turkish bath built. 


Mulling au 
Asylum. 


Additions, 
alterations, and 
improvements. 
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Mullingar 

Asylum. 

Articles made 
in asylum. 


The following is the return of articles made and repaired in the 
workrooms and female wards between December 21st 1805 
October 29th, 1896 ' 


Aeticdes Made. 


Bidding, &c. — 

Sheets, 

653 

Bolster and pillow slips, 

700 

Mattresses, 

186 

Do. cases, 

12 

Pillows, 

160 

Table cloths, . 

95 

Clothing (Female) 

Dresses, 

403 

Chemises 

. 600 

Petticoats, 

200 

Aprons, . , 

876 

Stockings, . , 

378 

Drawers, 

. 2 

Boots and shoes (pairs), 

227 

Clothing (Male) 

Jackets, 

. 230 

Trousers, . . 

. 426 

Vests, 

. 245 

Drawers, 

. 160 

Socks, 

. 1,036 

Neckties, 

. 1,600 

Shirts, 

Suspenders, 

. 860 

. 420 

Overall suits, . 

. 34 

Boots and shoes (pairs), 

. 478 

Carpentbks’ Shop 

Wheel barrows, 

. 26 

Presses, 

. 17 

Coal boxes, . , 

24 


Car?entbr8’ Shop — con. 

Tables, . ■ • 26 

Mat frames, . , 4 

New doors, , , 20 

Windows, . • . 12 

New floors in cells, . , gg 

Locks put on, . , MO 

Cow shed (80 feet long), . 1 


Nurses' Uniforms— 

Dresses, . . ,108 

Aprons, . . . 264 

Collars, . . , 264 

Cuffs (pairs), . , 2G4 

Caps. . . .182 

Chemises, . . . 66 

Petticoats, , . . 66 

Bodices, . . . 66 

Stockings (pairs), . . 99 

Drawers, . . . 99 

Socks (Attendants), . . 153 

Shirts (do.), . 62 


Repairs— 

Socks (pairs), . , 211 

Shirts, . . .815 

Sheets, . . . 142 

Pillow-slips, . . 125 

Chairs, . . . 200 

Wheelbarrows, . , 40 

Coal boxes, . , 20 


Dietary. The food supplies which I examined were of particularly good quality. 

while the meals are served with taste, and conducted with decorum, 
Of the excellence of the dietary it is impossible to speak too highly. At 
the dinner at which I was present each patient had first a bowl of ex- 
cellent soup, and afterwards a plate of fresh meat. Alcoholic stimulants 
aie very sparingly used, but the sick and infirm get as special nourish- 
ment a considerable quantity of extra milk and fresh eggs. About 
> 90 eggs are used annually. The successful treatment of acute cases 
ot insanity often depends on liberal feeding, and a dietary mainly com- 
posed of eggs and milk is often the most suitable for such cases. 

trMtamt I i n deal “S Wlth aoute oases > ev ery effort is made, as in other Irish 

asylums, to accentuate the hospital character of the institution, and the 
physical diseases or disorders of the patients are diagnosed as accurately 
as possible, and suitable treatment applied, often with marked resultant 
improvement in the mental condition of the patients. 

ngaS'fir” 3 During the past year the building has been encircled with fire mains 
connected with internal hydrants, and external stand pipes. The hydrants 
are fitted with the new automatic adjustment which admits of the hose 
e “g umnost instantaneously attached, while the main pump is 
sufficiently powerful to throw a column of water over the highest ridge 
of the building. 
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In my last Report I drew tlie Governors’ cattention to the great over- Mullingar 
crowding of the male side of the asylum. This serious congestion has, Asylum. 
unfortunately, gone on increasing until now there is an excess over the Overcrowding, 
normal accommodation of 114 patients, representing a most serious 
condition of overcrowding. To meet this overcrowding it has been Additional 
arranged to build a chronic block for 120 patients on the new farm, accommoda- 
about 200 acres in extent, which adjoins the asylum. The new build- tion. 
ings will be entirely occupied by working patients, who will be em- 
ployed on the farm. 

I examined the asylum books, and found them carefully entered up. Books. 

The numbers attending Divine Service on the Sunday preceding my Divine Service, 
visit were as follow : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Roman Catholics, ...... 

240 

200 

Protestants, .... ... 

10 

4 

Presbyterians, .... ... 

6 



13th February, 1897. 


OMAGH DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


Omagh 

Asylum. 


This Asylum was visited on the 10th instant. The changes which inspected on 
have taken place amongst the Asylum population since the last in- 10t 1 ll B ^ oy '’ 
epection, a year ago, are shown in the following table : — 


— 

1 Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

0a register at Inst visit (15th Oct., 1895), 

330 

265 

595 

Admitted since, .... 

104 

83 

187 

Total, 

434 

348 

782 

Discharged recovered, 

49 

32 

81 

Discharged unrecoverd, . 

14 

2 

16 

Died, 

38 

32 

70 

Escaped, ..... 


1 

1 

Total, 

101 

67 

168 

On register at this date, . 

333 

281 

614 

Absent on probati n , 

_ 

_ 

Nil. 

Absent on pass, . 

_ 

_ 

Nil. 

Absent by escape, . . 

1 

- 

1 

Pe.-i'lrat at this date (10tli Nov., 1890), . 

332 

281 

613 


1896. 
Statistics, 


Of the 613 patients resident, 440 are chargeable to Tyrone County, 
a nd 173 to Fermanagh. 

Ihe percentage of recoveries on admissions last year was 45 '6, viz. : — Recover}’ and 
amongst the men, and 3 1*6 amongst the women. The percentage death rates. 

0 deaths on the average number resident in 1895 was 13 '2, a high 
ratio for an Irish District Asylum. The average annual cost per 

N 
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Omagh 

ASVLUM; 

Paying 

patients. 

Health 

Statistics. 


Zymotic 

disease. 

Health. 


Night super- 
vision. 


Appendix to Forty-sixth Beport on District, Criminal, [,\ PP j. 


patient is £21 Os. Id. There are twenty-four patients whose rda«„„ 
contributed towards the cost of their maintenance last year .£209 1 r 3 
2d., or an average of £8 9s. 0 d. 3 “ iDs - 

The health statistics on the day of my visit were as follow ■ 


Patients in bed, 

In bed for serious illness, . 

In bed from age or debility, 

In bed from violence or excitement, 

In bed having bedsores, . 

Patients under restraint, . 

Patients in seclusion, . 

Epileptics, 

Actively suicidal, . 

General Paralytics, 

Epileptic and suicidal under special obser- 
vation. 

Wet beds reported last night, , 

Patients raised by attendants, , 


14 

11 


20 

23 


(No ob 


9 

24 


1G 

11 


16 

27 


servation Dor 


12 

23 


30 

22 

7 


mitorv.) 


A severe epidemic of erysipelas occurred towards the close of last 
year, causing the death of six patients ; while two cases of typhoid 
fever, both fatal, are also recorded. 

The large proportion of patients confined to bed and suffering from 
serious illness, referred to in previous reports, continues. In many of 
our asylums I find the hospital wards practically unoccupied during the 
daytime ; while on my visit to Omagh I find the small rooms devoted to 
the sick crowded with cases of a serious nature. I trust, when the new 
sanitary arrangements have been completed, and when the new hospital 
has been occupied, that a marked improvement, not only in the amount 
of infectious illness, but also in the general health of the patients, may 
be recorded. 1 J 

i la,Ve A 011 SCTera . 1 occ asions, called attention to the necessity which 
exists for the supervison at night of epileptic and suicidal patients, 
which are a source of great anxiety to the staff, and concerning whoso 
care a serious responsibility is imposed oil every one concerned in the 
management of the Asylum. Only last month, a patient was suffocated at 
night from turning on his face during an epileptic seizure— an occurrence 
which should be quite impossible in a modern asylum. In the re- 
constructed building, a fairly good female observation dormitory will be 
provided, where the epileptic and suicidal patients will be under 
constant night supervision; but, unfortunately, the corresponding 
doimitory on the male side will he much too small for the number of 
patients it will be needed to accommodate. The Governors will re- 
member that it was originally proposed to provide a sufficiently large 
supervision ormitory on both sides of the Asylum, but it was found 
impossi e o c o so within the limits of expenditure sanctioned by them. 

The Assistant Medical Officer, Dr. West, who is a qualified engineer, 
mfoims me that it would be quite feasible to add a one-storied building 
to the new male observation ward, so as to make it sufficiently large and 

OthPl’WlKA fillltnliln f.v,. +1 j. . p ,1 . , . . . J , i. 


. .7 , vv ^u, SO as to make it sufficiently large ana 

otherwise suitable for the wants of the Asylum, and this work, he 
thinks, could be done mainly by asylum labour, under his direction. I 
do not feel justified in expressing any opinion as to the feasibility of 
us addition ; but, if it could be carried out as Dr. West suggests, 
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and as is shown in the accompanying sketch plan,* I consider it would 
make a most necessary and valuable addition to the new asylum accom- 
modation, and that it would probably prove in the future the means 
of saving the lives of patients, and preserve the institution, and those 
responsible for its management, from the opprobium which arises from 
the occurrence of fatal casualties, which could be foreseen and guarded 
against. As a temporary measure for supervising .special eases at 
jjight, No. 2 new male building, which has accommodation for eighteen 
patients, and six single rooms opening off it, might be used as an 
observation dormitory, and placed under the constant charge of a 
night attendant. 

The casualties of a serious nature which have occurred since last 
inspection are summarised in the following statement — 

P. C.— Severe kick in groin from another patient. 

j. S, — Severe scalp wounds from being struck on head by 
another patient. 

P. C. — Received four scalp wounds, and a cut . above . left eye 
inflicted by a delph chamber utensil ; contusion of right eye ; 
cut on thumb ; and scratches on left leg. 

P. G.— Lost nail of left thumb, which was bitten by P. C. ; and 
received cut and scratches on legs. 

F. R. (Female)— Fracture of right tibula from fall in corridor. 

0. M‘M. — Dislocation of right shoulder, and cut face from fall 
caused by a push from another patient. 

M. A. D. (Female)— Contusion of right hip from being pushed by 
another patient. 

A. W. — Fracture of left ulna. 

E. H. (Female)— Contusion of right hip from being pushed by 
another patient. 

M. M‘C. Knocked down and kicked by another patient, causing 

contusion of left hip. 

J. M‘C. (Female)— Slipped coming out of bathroom, and sprained 
left wrist. 


Omagh 

Asylum. 


Casualties. 


Two deaths were each the subject of a coroner s inquisition, and the Coroner’s 
following verdicts were returned : — inquests. 

1. That said deceased died on Thursday, the 26th March, 1896, at 

Cranny (Omagh District Asylum), and that he died from 
failure of the heart’s action. 

2. That said J. W. died in the Omagh District Asylum, at Cranny, 

on the morning of the 6th October, 1896, and that his death 
was caused by epileptic seizure. 

I am glad to be able to state that the structural works, extending and Additions, 
improving the Asylum accomodation, are now in full progress, and will alterations, 
be completed next year. In addition, various alterations and improve- L 

ments have been effected during the year by asylum labour, viz. : — 

1. Cistern on female side covered. 

2. Ventilator placed in farmyard boiler-house. 

3. Cells (four) re-floored, on a foundation of u breeze concrete, 

and one cell floor repaired. 

4. Roof over kitchen scullery taken off, and tank repaired and 

re-roofed. 

5. New skylight constructed in No. 11 corridor. 

6. Flooring in male dining hall, and throughout house, repaired 

and patched. 

* Sketch plan not printed. 

N 2 
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Omagh 

Asylum 


7. Laundry shelving and troughs taken down and re-erected 
poranly during alterations. teni ‘ 

8 ' S re^A m ^ ttreSSeS ’ sofas > cllairs - garden seats, and other furniture 

9. Workshops (three) for tailors, shoemakers, and upholsterer* 
completed ; and gas pipes and fittings laid on ’ 

10. Gas main and fittings in male dining hall and laundry altered 

- sult temporary arrangements during progress of building works 

11. New gas lights m divisions, and one outside lamp erected • and 

hydrants and gas lamp altered to suit new works. ' 

12. Baths and closets throughout house repaired. 

13. Spouting and down pipes over main building, and spoutin-r and 

doors of piggeries repaired. 

14. Internal colouring and painting, and painting of main buildup- 

ana attendants rooms, and bedsteads, &c. 

15. Excavation for resident medical superintendent’s new house 

additions to asylum, laundry, infirmary, and mortuary • ami 
levelling, draining, and terracing, carried out. 

16. Four acres of land partially drained ; 50 perches wire fencing 
erected ; and 90 perches sod and quick fence partially made ° 
a “ usem ® nt and the industrial occupation of the patients 

bherT , T . A ? , so , man y of the patients can read, I think that a 
liberal supply of suitable books should be provided. 

the T d!t„ f0 nf 0Win - S ret T giv mf tbe nmnher of l> atients employed on 
the date of my inspection. The farm continues to be a source of profit 

patients tltU ’ and & Taluable means of treating many of tie 


Return of Employment. 


— 

1 Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, . 
As garden or field labourers, 

As storekeepers, . 

As messengers, 

As blacksmith, 

As tailors, ... 

As shoemakers, 

As upholsterers, 

As painters, 

As joiner, ... 

As plumber, 

As mason, . . 

In the kitchen, 

In the laundry, 

In officers’ quarters, 

At needlework, , 

At knitting, . . * 

47 

134 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

46 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

56 

12 

3 

35 

1 

49 

89 

Total employed, 

248 

245 

Refusing to work, . 

Unemployed because of : — 

(a) Mental condition, 

(L) Bodily condition, . ] 

21 

5 

8 

55 

8 

23 

Total unemployed, 

84 

36 
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The salaried staff of the Asylum is as follows : — 


Nature of Office. 

Number of 
Persons. 

Medical Superintendent, . 

1 

Assistant Medical Officer, 

1 

Visiting Physician, 

1 

Chaplains, .... 


Clerk, ..... 


Storekeeper, . 

1 

Land Steward and Gardener, 

1 

Gatekeeper, .... 

1 

Porter, ..... 


Farm Servants, .... 

2 

Stoker or Engineman, . • 

1 

Plumber, ..... 

1 

Mason, ..... 

1 

Joiner, . • 

1 

Tailor, ..... 

1 

Shoemaker, .... 

1 

Painter, ..... 

1 

Matron, . . . • 

1 

Cook, ..... 

1 

Laundress, .... 

1 

Attendants. 


Head Male, .... 

1 

Head Female, . . 

1 

Ordinary Male, 

17 

Ordinary Female, 

26 

Night Male, .... 

2 

Night Female, 


Attendant Male Hospital, . 

1 


Omaqh 

Astlum. 

Staff. 


Having regard to the increase in the number of patients, the Gover- 
nors should consider the desirability of adding a third night attendant, 
and otherwise strengthening their male staff ; and in order to keep up a 
sufficient stock of clothing, a permanent tailor attendant should be ap- 
pointed. The proportion of one male attendant to nineteen patients is 
scarcely sufficient to enable all the patients who are capable of outdoor 
labour to be sent to the farm, and at the same time, to retain inside a 
sufficient number of attendants to look after the sick, the infirm, and 
those who are either unwilling to work, or are considered too danger- 
ous to be trusted with the implements of labour. 

It is a special pleasure to call the Governors’ attention to the improved Training of 
training of the attendants in their duties, as shown by their success in attendants, 
the examination for the Medico-Psychological Association Certificates. 

The medical staff share the credit of this success ; and I trust the 
Governors will see their way to rewarding the successful attendants, as 
has been done in other asylums. 

The asylum books are well kept, and Dr. West deserves especial Books, 
praise for the manner in which the case-books are written up. 

The Chaplains’ books show that the number of patients attending Divine service, 
the several religious services on the Sunday prior to my inspection were 
as follow : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Roman Catholic, 

140 

120 

Protestant Episcopalian, • 1 

37 

43 

Presbyterian, . 

41 

34 

Methodist, 

30 

40 
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Astium. TOO T he - re< ; ords of restraint and seclusion show that one patient 

restrained on one occasion for a period of 42 minutes • St C 

•aint and males and one, fp.ma.1p onn i„ri n ,i ti.. i.u. list three 


Dietary. 


~~~ lur a penoa ol 42 minutes • whilst ft, 

SS “* dx occalns 6 Seoluded > fetter once, and’the former 

* h ® Pf ie , nts at dinner . “d was pleased to notice the excellenl 
qual ty of the beef tea provided for the sick and feeble. The Governor 
should consider whether it would not be desirable to grant some furtlm 
indulgence to working patients, such as an allowance of butter 


30th November, 1896, 


Richmond 

Asylum. 


RICHMOND DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

This institution was last visited on the 31st December, 1895, a 


Inspected on ^nis institution was last visited on the 31st December, 1895 and 
28th and 29 th the changes which have taken place in the asylum population dirin* 
Dec., 1896, tile year 1896 are shown in the following table • ° 

and 2nd and - ° * 


Statistics. 



Males. 

Females. 

Total 

On register at last visit, 
Admitted since, 

812 

236 

815 

208 

1,627 

444 

Total, 

1,048 

1,023 

2,071 

Discharged recovered, 


42 

56 

111 

101 

Discharged unrecovered, 
Died, . . 

45 


58 

131 

Total, 

187 

156 

343 

On register on 31st December, 1896, 
Absent on probation, 

861 

867 

1 

1,728 

Absent on pass, 



Absent by escape, . 

Resident on 31st December, 1896 

- 

- 

- 

including 59 males at Portrane, 

861 

866 

1,727 


T f ’ Parents on the register, 1,023 (486 males and 537 
emales) were chargeable to the city of Dublin, 379 (189 males and 190 
remales) t,o fhp pminfvr i^o /on , „ . . , , 


\ 4 It & : ^ UDim i oyy males and i 

females) to the county of Dublin, 148 (88 males and 60 females) to the 
T U1 J,^ 0 , ^43 (79 males and 64 females) to the county of 

Louth, and 35 (19 males and 16 females) to the town of Drogheda. 

om Tlie P e , r ] centa ge of recoveries on admissions during the year was 29-2 
, on g s t the males and 20-2 amongst the females, giving a total recovery 
rate or 2o per cent. 


There are 62 paying patients, on whose behalf asum of £801 8s. Ud, 
mvm» n t trl f 'nfo *2 th „ e , funds of the institution, representing an average 
P P ^ P er patient. The capitation cost for 1896 

was ±.„9 9s. 5d, being a reduction of £2 9s. 5 d. on 1895. 

Admissions. 14 ma y be stated that the number of admissions was one less than 
io pievious year, and was under the average for the past ten years, a 
lact which tends to prove that the increase in the number of the insane 
m this as mother districts is largely duo to accumulation. 
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The health statistics on the 31st December are shown in the following 
tabl e : — ■ ■ 


Health 

Statistics. 


Patients iu bed, • • 

In bed for serious illness, . 

In bed from age or debility, 

lu bed from violence or excitement, 

In bed having bedsores, . 

Patients under restraint, . 

Patients in seclusion, . . 

Epileptics, . • » - 

Actively suicidal, . » 

General paralytics, . 

Epileptics and suicidal under special 
observation, 

Wet beds reported last night, 

Patients raised by attendants, 


Females. 


Assisting attendants in the wards, . 

As garden or field labourers, 

As clerks, . . • 

As messengers, • • • 

As stokers, . 

As rustic furniture maker, 

As tailors, . 

As shoemakers, 

As upholsterers, 

As painters, . 

As joiners, , ' ... t - — • — 

As plumbers, . . • 

As masons, .... 

As slaters, ...» 

In the kitchen, . . • 

In the laundry, . . 

In officers’ quarters, « , * 

At needlework, . . • 

At knitting, . . , 

At mat-making, 

At canvas tent-making, 

Total employed, . 

Refusing to work, . . . 

Unemployed because of : — 

(«) Mental condition, 

( b ) Bodily condition, 

(c) Suitable work not available, 

(d) Other causes, 

Total unemployed, 


Males. 

Femalo3, 

53 

54 

50 

28 

3 

25 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

— 

55 

54 

50 

69 

55 

3 

200 

77 

5 

5 

73 

28 

1 
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Richmond 

Asylum. 


The number of patients employed at the different trades will nn 
doubt, be largely increased as soon as proper workshops have been t>™ 
vided for them. 


About 160 patients are stated to be taken out once a week for walls 
in the adjoining Phoenix Park, while about 350 walk in the grounds. I 
was informed that it is not customary to take the female patients out 
in the afternoon during the winter months. The Governors will re- 
member that the month of December, up to Christmas, was dry and 
frosty, yet up to the first day of my visit (the 28th) the female patients 
were only on very few occasions taken out during any period of the day 
I carefully checked the Nurses’ Report Book of No. 19 Division k 
presence of one of the Medical Officers, and I found in it only two 
entries of the patients being out for exercise during the month up to that 
date, Ihe Acting Medical Superintendent has since informed me that 
the patients were really out on seven recorded occasions. I can only 
say that I checked the book most carefully at the time of my visit but 
the question is not worth pursuing further, as the difference between 
these numbers is not very material. In all asylums advantage should 
be taken of every gleam of sunshine, and every hour of dry weather, 
to empty the wards and renew their air by sending the patients into 
the open air ; and I am inclined to attribute the good physical condition 
of the patients in some of these institutions in this country, notwith- 
standing an internal condition of ochlesis as marked as that which exists 
m JJ e ?:“ hlr l° nd > to , the patients being kept so much in the open air. 

Ihe difficulty at the Richmond is, I am told, that the female exercise 
ground is some distance away from the female house, and that, in case 
shelter' patl6UtS m,ly get wet ,;>efo re they can he brought back into 


It would, I think, be desirable — now that another residence has been 
provided for the Resident Medical Superintendent— that the pleasure 
grounds, which are no longer required for liis use, and are immediately 
in front of the female house, should be converted into an auxiliary 
Staff. airl “g ground. 

The staff of attendants, as returned to me, shows that excluding the 
head attendants, the tradesmen- attendants, cooks, laundresses, Ac, 
tnere are 75 permanent and 14 temporary male attendants; while on 
tlie female side the corresponding numbers are 78 and 15. These 
figiires yield a proportion of about one attendant to nine patients on 


The percentage of deaths on the average number resident in 1S96 is 
ft We represented by the figures 8-8 amongst the males, and G-8 amongst the 

" e fe ™ lcs > «>e rate for the entire asylum being 7-8. 

I have prepared, in connection with this report, the following table 
showing for the past thirty years : 

(1.) The daily average number resident. 

(2.) The number of deaths. 

(3.) The percentage of deaths on the daily average number 
resident. 

(4.) The total expenditure. 

(5.) The average cost of maintenance per patient. 
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TABLE. 


Richmond 

Asylum. 


Year. 

Daily 

Average 

Number 

Resident. 

Died. 

Percentage 
of Deaths on 
daily Average 
Number 
Resident. 

Total Expenditure. 

Averago cost of 
Maintenance 
per Patient 

18G6, 

734 

80 

10-9 

£ s. d. 

19,810 12 8 

£ S. d. 

26 19 9 

18(57, 

733 

109 

14-9 

18,497 1 8 

25 4 8 

18G8, 

820 

84 

10-2 

22,077 9 8 

27 13 1 

1869, 

881 

121 

13-7 

23,219 10 2 

26 7 1 

1870, 

950 

125 

13-2 

24,712 19 9 

26 0 8 

1871, 

980 

114 

iro 

30,173 8 9 

30 15 9 

1872, 

981 

121 

12-3 

29,505 11 5 

30 1 6 

1873, 

997 

120 

12-0 

27,038 0 0 

27 14 5 

1874, 

1,021 

112 

11- 

27,384 8 10 

26 16 5 

1875, 

1,060 

131 

12-4 

27,308 2 8 

25 15 2 

1876, 

1,066 

103 

153 

28,170 19 10 

26 8 7 

1877, 

1,051 

174 

10-0 

27,226 14 5 

25 18 1 

1878, 

1879, 

1,054 

181 

17-2 

27,843 13 10 

26 8 4 

1,017 

190 

19-3 

25,977 10 8 

25 10 10 

1880, 

1,012 

138 

13-6 

25,291 17 4 

24 19 10 

1881, 

1882, 

1,023 

158 

15-4 

25,112 12 11 

24 10 11 

1,048 

154 

14-7 

26,702 19 10 

25 9 7 

1883, 

1,047 

148 

14-1 

27,913 17 0 

26 13 2 

1884, 

1,068 

149 

13-9 

27,882 8 4 

26 2 1 

1885, 

1.069 

1.070 

137 

12-8 

26,247 1 11 

24 11 0 

1886, 

159 

14-8 

20,778 15 2 

24 17 8 

1887, 

1,143 

123 

10-8 

27,751 10 5 

24 5 7 

1888, 

1,208 

94 

7-7 

28,912 9 2 

23 18 8 

1889, 

1890, 

1,289 

103 

7-9 

31 884 18 3 

24 14 8 

1,328 

105 

12-4 

35,380 6 0 

20 12 11 

1891, 

1,402 

123 

8-7 

33,012 14 11 

23 10 11 

1892, 

1,450 

182 

12-5 

36,010 11 3 

25 4 11 

1893, 

1,486 

187 

12-5 

35,293 16 7 

23 15 0 

1894, 

1,503 

248 

10-5 

41,084 4 6 

27 14 8 

1895, 

1,554 

111 

7-1 

49,034 17 0 

31 18 10 

1896, 

1,080 

131 

7-8 

49,090 3 9 

29 9 5 


It will be seen from this table that the death rate for 1895 was the Death rate, 
lowest recorded in the asylum during this long series of years, while 
that for 1896 was only' a shade higher; and, I might add, that so far 
as I have been able to trace, these rates also represent the lowest 
mortality ever recorded since the opening of the institution. Such 
figures must be considered satisfactory, especially as they will contrast 
favourably with the returns of the newest and most advanced asylums 
m the world. It must, however, be borne in mind that the mortality 
m Irish asylums has always been comparatively low, and, notwith- 
standing the overcrowding (which unfortunately still prevails in many 
of these institutions), our death rate shows a tendency to fall still 
lower, owing, no doubt, to the greater care and improved treatment in 
many respects which have characterised the administration of recent 
years. 

Ihe main factor in the higher mortality in English as compared with 
Irish asylums, is considered to be the greater prevalence in the former 
Institutions of that form of insanity known as general paralysis of the 
insane— a disease of the nervous system, which runs a rapid course to a 
fatal termination. Curiously enough, however, this explanation of the 
relatively lower mortality in Irish asylums fits the case of the Richmond 
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Richmond 

Asylum. 


Causes of 
death. 


Autopsies. 


Coroner’s 

inquests. 
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less than any other Irish asylum, from the large number of general 
paralytics who are resident in it — a fact to which I have already 
alluded. 

The actual causes of the deaths during the year are shown in the 
following table : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Cerebral and Spinal affections : — 



Epilepsv and convulsions, 

3 

1 

General paralysis of the insane, . 

21 

3 

Exhaustion after mania or melancholia, . 

- 

4 

Organic disease, .... 

1 

- 

Thoracic Diseases : — 



Consumption, .... 

20 

20 

Inflammation of lungs and membranes, . 

9 

4 

Diseases of heart and arteries, 

5 

4 

Abdominal Affections : — . 



Inflammation of the stomach, 

1 

- 

Diseases of liver and kidneys, &c.. 

3 

2 

Dysentery and diarrhoea, 

4 

11 




Fever and erysipelas, 

1 

1 

Cancer, ..... 

- 

1 

General debility and old age, 

1 

- 

Accident, .... 

2 

1 

Beri-beri, .... 

2 

G 

Total, .... 

73 

58 


These call for no special remark, apart from those attributed to beri- 
beri, subsequently referred to. 

Post-mortem examinations followed in no less than 72 of the 131 
deaths ; and it is impossible to speak too highly of the zeal and success 
with which pathological investigations are pursued in this institution. 

Four cases were the subject of Coroners’ inquests, the verdict in each 
case being as follows : — 

P. B. (died 7th January, 1896). “We find that the said P. B. 
died in the Richmond District Lunatic Asylum, on the 7th instant, 
from septicremia, arising from abscess in right thigh, caused by 
fracture of right acetabulum received on the 7th December ultimo, 
in a scuffle with P. H., a fellow patient ; we further find that the 
said fracture acted on an already diseased bone and diseased consti- 
tution. We do not think that the attendants and officers of the 
institution are in any way to blame in connection with the ! 
transaction.” 

B. S. (died 24th January, 1896). We find that the said B. S. died 
on the 24th instant, in the Richmond District Lunatic Asylum, of 
which she was an inmate, and that her death was due to broncho- j 
pneumonia, arising from general debility, and septicaemia, arising I 
from an abscess of chest’ wall formed in connection with fractured 
ribs (2nd and 3rd on right side) produced on the 15th instant by 
falling accidentally from her bed. We are of opinion that no 
blame whatever attached to the officers of the institution for the 
accident.” 

S. C. S. (died 12th October, 1896). “We find that S. C. S. died 
in the Richmond District Asylum, on the 12th instant, and we find 
her death was due to heart failure from beri-beri, which we are o 
opinion has its origin mainly in the overcrowded condition of the 
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institution. We consider that there has been a delay in dealing Richmond 
■with the overcrowding of the institution on the part of the Board A sylum . 
of Control, and we express the hope that the steps to relieve it will Coroner’s 
be carried out with as little delay as possible.” inquests— con. 

E. L. (died 17th December, 1896). “ We find that the said 

E. L. was an insane inmate of the Richmond District Lunatic 
Asylum, and died in said asylum on the 17th December instant, 
from coma due to abscess of the brain resulting from fracture of 
the skull caused on the 29th September last, by homicidal blows 
with a sewer grating inflicted on him by C. C., and we find said C. 

C. was, at the time he inflicted said injuries, also an insane inmate 
of said asylum, and unaccountable for his actions.” 

The serious casualties returned to our office during the year were un- Casualties, 
fortunately numerous ; the particulars are set forth in the following 
table : — 


Initials and Dato. 

Nature of Casualty. 

How received. 

B. S., 15-1-96, , 

Slight separation of cartilages 
of ninth and tenth ribs from 
bone. Died 24th January, 
from the effects. Verdict 
accordingly. 

Threw herself out of bed ; 
side coming in contact 
with bedstead. 

P. M., 6-2-96, 

Fracture of tenth right rib, 

Struck by another patient. 

J. L., 18-2-96, 

Fracture of outer third of right 
clavicle. 

Fell in an epileptic fit. 

F.F.orJ. C., 23— 2-’96, . 

Suspected fracture of twelfth 
rib of right side. 

Patient accuses an attendant, 
but no credence is attached 
to statement. 

T. W., 1—3— ’96, 

Fracture of left clavicle between 
conoid and trapezoid ligaments 
without displacement. 

Thrown off chair by another 
patient. 

W. McK., 2-3-’9(i, . 

Bruises of abdominal wall, and 
obscure injury (possibly frac- 
ture) at junction of fourth left 
rib with cartilage. 

Probably inflicted by an- 
other patient (J.}, an 
impulsive and violent 
epileptic. 

A L„ 1-1-’9G, 

Simple fracture of right radius 
(“ Colies ”). 

Fall going upstairs. 

J. 1., 14— 4— ’90, 

Fracture of left humerus one and 
a half inches above condyles. 

Fall against table while 
being assisted in to supper. 

T, W., 4-G-’DG, 

Dislocation of acromial end of 
right clavicle upwards. 

Tripped by anot'.e- patient 
and fell on anuunler. 

J. R., 11-6-’%, 

Crepitus over ninth right rib in 
the anterior axillary line. 

Probably sustained in a 
scuffle with attendants 
while trying to escape. 

A H. C., 23— C— ’96, 

Severe cut of right wrist, sever- 
ing radial and ulnar arteries 
and several flexor tendons. 
Death on 2oth June. Post 
mortem examination failed to 
connect injuries with fatal 
termination of illness. 

Patient broke window glass 
with mutilating intent 
while labouring under 
sacrificial delusion. 
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Richmond 

Asylum. 

Casualties — 
continued. 


Table — continued. 


Initials and Date. 

Nature of Casualty. 

How rcceircd. 

B. M., 28— 7— ’96, . 

Incised wound on neck, three- 
quarters of an inch in length, 
horizontal, at level of thyro- 
hyoid membrane, one-eighth 
inch from middle line to left 
side. 

Self inflicted. 

J. S., 5— 9— ’96, 

Fracture of seventh left rib in 
mid-axillary line. 

Cause of fracture obscure ; 
patient’s accounts contra- 
dictory, and unreliable. 
He had mutilated himself 
on a previous occasion. 

J. G., 8-9-96, 

Fracture of radius about one 
inch above wrist joint (left). 

Slipped on a potato peel 
and fell in dininghall. 

E. L., 29-9-’9G, . 

Severe lacerated scalp wounds, 
about twelve in number, bone 
laid bare in several places, and 
outer table splintered, but not 
depressed. Death on 17th 
December. Verdict of homi- 
cide against another patient, 
who was subsequently indicted, 
but found to be insane at the 
time. 

Struck by another patient 
with metal grating from 
top of sewer. 

M. T., 3-12-96, . 

Severe lacerated wound in right 
popliteal region, and on calf 
of leg. 

Jumped out of bed, and 
attempted to escape 
through window. 

J. N., 15-12-96, . 

Fracture of ulna, 

Struck and knocked down 
by another patient. 

E. B., 20-12-96, . 

Fracture of fourth, fifth, and 
sixth ribs on right side. 

Quarrelled with another 
patient who knocked him 
down. 


This is a somewhat formidable record of serious casualties, but I am well 
aware how difficult it must be in an ill-constructed and crowded asylum 
to restrain violent and unruly patients, without having frequent re- 
course to seclusion, or mechanical restraint. I feel assured the Resident 
Medical Superintendent will not hesitate to ask his Board to strengthen 
the staff of attendants in those divisions where the patients need 
constant control, if he considers that the number of casualties could he 
Padded rooms thereby lessened. It is also most important in this connection that, at 
required. least, two padded rooms should be provided on each side of the asylum. 
Zymotic The return of zymotic diseases among the patients during the year 

disease. under review includes — 31 cases of dysentery; 12 of typhoid fever ; 8 

Beri-beri. of erysipelas ; 1 of influenza ; and 108 cases of beri-beri. This is un- 
fortunately a serious list. Beri-beri, which was prevalent in the asylum 
in 1894, re-appeared in an epidemic form during last August. The 
first case attacked was a female patient who lived in No. 14 Female 
Ward, and this was followed almost immediately by three other cases 
on the female side, while ten males were attacked between the 18th 
and 31st August. During the subsequent months of the year cases 
appeared sporadically in various wards on both the male and female 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


and Private Lunatic Ast/lums in Ireland. 


185 


App- F.] 


sides, so that the Resident Medical Superintendent reported that he Richmond 

could suggest nothing special as regards the ‘locale’ of the disease. Asylum; 

Fortunately the character of the epidemic has been much milder than Beri-beri— con. 

in 1 894, and in the eight fatal cases, two males and six females, the 

disease was in some, at least, complicated, or masked by other and more 

common diseases. The symptoms in the mild cases, constituting the 

groat majority, have been swelling of the lower extremities, which is 

apt to recur, and a sensation of tingling and numbness of the skin ; 

while tenderness is manifested on deep pressure over the muscles of the 

affected parts, showing that there is some inflammatory condition of 

the nerves, a condition which is technically called peripheral neuritis. 

In these mild cases there is no rise of temperature, and the patient 
complains of neither sickness nor malaise. The swelling of the legs 
subsides after a few days’ rest in bed, but, as already stated, it is apt to 
recur once or oftener, and, in the more severe cases, it is followed by a 
weakened or paralytic condition of the muscles — mainly of the front of 
the legs, in some cases marked, while in others, so trivial as almost to 
evade detection. 

No fresh case has occurred on the male side since November, and 
while some sporadic cases have since been reported as appearing among 
the female patients, it would seem that the epidemic is dying out. 

In connection with this outbreak, the question of accommodation has Accommoda- 
been brought prominently under the notice of the Governors, and has tlon ' 
received most careful consideration. It is intended, as they are aware, 
to ultimately dispose of the old female house, and to provide for the 
insane poor of the district (1) at the new Portrane Asylum, the building 
of which has been commenced, and (2), in the present upper male asylum 
which will be re-modelled, modernised, and adapted for the reception of 
both sexes. In connection with this future accommodation, a new 
laundry of the most approved type, a mortuary, and pathological 
department, and a residence for the Medical Superintendent are now 
approaching completion. The very competent Architect to the asylum, 

Mr. Byrne, M.R.I.A., has carefully measured every portion of the 
Asylum, and has prepared plans showing the exact space and day -room 
and dormitory accommodation of every apartment — plans which will 
be most useful to the Governors in considering any suggestion as to 
structural alterations. Adopting the standard of day -room and dormitory 
floor space, which has been officially recognised both in this country and 
in Scotland, viz. : — GO superficial feet of sleeping, and 30 of day- 
room space for each patient, it will be seen from the following abstract 
that Mr. Byrne returns in the permanent and temporary buildings 
day-room accommodation for 752 men and 676 women, and sleeping 
space for 665 men and 733 women, besides accommodation for 128 
attendants. 


[Abstract 
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Male Division. 


— 

Day- 

rooms. 

Dormi- 

tories. 

Single 

Rooms. 

Atten- 

dants. 

Ward 

Stores. 

Ground floor plan, 

GIG 

14G 

29 

18 


First floor plan, 

10G 

250 

24 

1G ! 


Second floor plan, 

“ 

206 

10 

n 



752 

602 

G3 


11 


- 

63— 

> _ 

45 j 


Total for Male Division, 

752 

GG5 

- 

45 

11 


Female Division. 


Ground floor plan, 

4G9 

42 


11 

0 

First floor plan, 

74 

245 

17 

25 

6 

Second floor plan, 

- , 

293 

18 

35 

5 

Epileptic block, 

543 

580 

35 

71 

20 

11G 

75 

7 

4 


Hospitals, .... 

*17 

*35 

I 

8 

- 


676 

690 

43 

83 

20 


- 

43— 

t - 

- 

- 

Total for Female Division, 

676 

733 

- 

83 

20 


Total. 


Male Division, 

752 j 

665 


45 

11 

Female Division, 

676 

733 

- 

83 , 

20 


1,428 

1,398 

- 

128 

31 


*Note — This accommodation has been calculated at SO feet superficial per patient in 
dormitories and 40 feet in dayrooms as required by the Board of Control. 


It must, however, be borne in mind, in considering the provision 
necessary for the proper treatment of the insane, that much is requited 
in addition to dormitories and dayrooms, such as boot rooms, ward 
stores, dining and recreation halls, <tc., and that in these respects the 
Richmond Asylum is, as almost all such old buildings are, ill-constructed 
and defective. One of the most scribing of these defects is the want of 
proper hospital accommodation. On the male side the sick and infirm, 
excluding infectious diseases, occupy the first floor of the centre and 
east wing of the male asylum ; but while there are on this floor two 
small dormitories, the accommodation mainly consists of two narrow 
corridors, one running north and south and the other east and west, 
with single rooms opening oil them, and so great is the demand for bed 
space that beds are laid down along these corridors as well as in the 
single rooms, an arrangement which is manifestly insanitary and objec- 
tionable. The ventilation of this hospital has recently been much 
improved by the introduction of fresh air through Tobin’s Tubes, and 
by providing up-cast shafts heated by gas jets for the escape of the 
vitiated air. As soon as the additional temporary buildings have been 
completed at Fortran e, and the patients moved there, I trust the 
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Resident Medical Superintendent may be able to discontinue tbe use of Richmond 
the corridors as sleeping accommodation, though, I fear, it is almost -A sylum . 
hopeless to look forward to any substantial improvement of the male Accommoda- 
hospital until it has been reconstructed on the plans which have been tion— con. 
agreed to ; and this reconstruction cannot, unfortunately, be commenced 
until the Resident Medical Superintendent can arrange to give over 
sections of the building to the contractor for the necessary structural 
alterations. 

As regards the female accommodation for the sick, it may be pointed 
out that in 1870 a suitable hospital, now No. 11, was built, but it has 
for some years ceased to be a hospital for the sick, and has been devoted 
to the accommodation of the refractory and epileptics ; while the sick 
are provided for in the small building known as No. 12, and part of 
No. 13, where the provision for them is not satisfactory, and in which 
not alone are the corridors occupied by bedsteads, but loose beds are 
laid down between the bedsteads each night for other patients. I would 
earnestly suggest that No. 11 should be restored to the use of the sick 
and infirm, for whom it was originally intended, and I think it will be 
found that it, together with the temporary dayroom connected with it 
(and which might be used as a dayroom-dormitory), would accommodate 
about the number (100) of female patients for which proper hospital 
accommodation is imperatively necessary. For this conversion or 
reversion of No. 11 to hospital use, it would be necessary to add to its 
sanitary accommodation; to build a small hospital kitchen; and to 
improve the draught of the chimneys. 

If this proposal were carried out, No. 12 and No. 13 would be set 
free for the accommodation of the patients other than the sick, but they 
do not, unfortunately, provide suitable accommodation for the epileptic 
who, together with other patients, now occupy No. 11 (the Hospital). 

This building has seven single rooms, and is occupied by 110 patients 
in all — eight of whom have to sleep on the floor. Ten are in bed all 
day suffering from chronic disease ; fifty are infirm or delicate — some 
being noisy or troublesome ; and fifty are epileptic under special super- 
vision — two of them occupying single rooms. Ground floor accommoda- 
tion is manifestly desirable for epileptics, who should be afforded the 
protection of sleeping under constant supervision in a large dormitory, 
with a certain proportion of single rooms opening directly off it, for the 
use of special epileptic cases, who would thus also be included in the 
Night Attendants’ special supervision. I can see no insuperable difficulty 
cither in adapting part of the old laundry, which, owing to the com- 
pletion of the new Laundry Building, will not be any longer required, 
into a temporary Epileptic Department, by a very small expenditure — 
postponing the proposed sale of this portion of the building to the 
North Dublin Union, until the completion of the new upper asylum, or 
—should this not be found practicable — in accommodating such of the 
epileptics as do not need to be treated with the sick and infirm, in 
another portion of the ground floor of the old female house. I feel 
assured that the Resident Medical Superintendent and the Board of 
Governors will give this suggestion careful consideration. There is 
another matter of structural alteration which I am anxious to bring 
under the notice of the Governors. If they will refer to Mr. Byrne’s 
ground plan of the female house, they will perceive that, like other 
coeval asylums, the accommodation originally consisted of narrow 
corridors or galleries, as they were called, not more than ten feet wide, 
runniug round the main quadrangle, and that off these corridors single 
rooms opened on one side, while on the other side the windows looked 
mt0 a con tral court which was used as an airing yard for the patients. 
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Richmond These corridors are usually counted as part of the dayroom accommoda- 
Astlum. tion 0 £ an aS yi um> an d, if they are sufficiently spacious, well lighted 
Accommoda- heated, and ventilated, they may to some extent take the place of day- 
tion— con. rooms. In the Richmond it was long since felt that such corridors were 

much too narrow and cheerless to make good dayrooms, and accordingly 
on the west side of the main quadrangle, and on each side of the 
administrative block, the internal walls were taken down, and, by thus 
removing the single rooms, large and suitable dayrooms, with cross light 
arid ventilation, were obtained. The corridors on the east and south 
sides of the quadrangle remain, however, . as they were originally con- 
structed. They are still used as dayrooms. but, from not bein<' 
sufficiently spacious, and not having through light and ventilation, they 
have a close smell and are ill-suited for dayroom purposes. What 
were the single rooms opening off them are now practically unused. 
The first set of these single rooms on the east side (off the corridor 
of No. 14 Division) were — as far as the partition walls separating 
the single rooms are concerned — “gutted” a few years ago, and 
the long narrow room thus obtained was intended for a workroom, 
but it is not new so used, on account, I was informed, of the chimneys 
smoking. The other single rooms opening off the east and north 
corridors (excluding a few added to the lavatories, attendants’ mess- 
room, and pastry kitchen) are used for the storage of old clothing 
belonging to patients who entered the asylum before 1894, since which 
time no patient’s clothing has been received into the institution. 
Thus these rooms are closely filled with canvas bags of patients’ old 
private clothes, which might become a source of positive danger to the 
health of the institution, and which, in my opinion, ought certainly to 
be destroyed in all cases where they cannot be returned to the friends 
of the patients, the great majority of whom, after three years’ residence, 
cannot, I fear, be expected to recover. The Committee of the Board 
of Governors, presided over by the then Lord Mayor, Mr. V. B. Dillon, 
which sat in 1894, and which made so many valuable suggestions for 
the improvement of the asylum, agreed to the opening out of the cor- 
ridors on the east side, as I now suggest, but the work was not carried 
out on account of the inconvenience which alterations would cause in 
the overcrowded state of the wards, and in consequence of the ultimate 
decision to abandon the female house. Having regard to this decision, 
I am unwilling to press any expensive alterations on the Governors, 
but I feel strongly the necessity for improving the dayroom accom- 
modation of the female house, looking even to the wants of the next 
few years — and I would ask the Governors to consider whether by 
entirely or partly utilising asylum labour (as was done I understand 
when the dayrooms of Divisions Nos. 17 and 19 were constructed) 
very fair dayrooms cannot be provided on the ground floor round the 
entire quadrangle. Overhead are large and lightsome dormitories, and 
there is, I understand, no great difficulty in supporting them by steel 
joists under their floors. The only objection I have heard stated to 
these suggested dayrooms is that they would on the east side look 
into the North Dublin Union buildings, but the windows on this side 
could be muffed, and the sashes so adjusted as to admit of the necessary 
ventilation from above. 

Excluding the hospital for infectious diseases, which accommodates 
30 patients of each sex, the temporary buildings which have been 
erected since 1894 would provide dayroom accommodation for 506, 
and dormitory accommodation for 142 patients. This large dayroom 
accommodation has relieved the main buildings, so as to give addi- 
tional dormitory accommodation therein. If the entire floor space of 
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the temporary buildings was calculated at 90 feet superficial per Richmond 
patient, it would give, in temporary buildings, dayroomand dormitory Asylum. 
accommodation for 264 patients. Accommooa- 

Objection lias been made to these buildings being constructed of tion. 
wood, and it has been stated that they are for this reason unsuitable 
and insanitary. I know, however, of no better material than seasoned Temporary 
timber for constructing such temporary buildings, which, in this case buildings — 
have been erected with the greatest care, and with every precaution 
which sanitary science could suggest, as the following description of 
them will show : — 

All the vegetable soil was removed from the area occupied by the 
buildings, and the space under the floors was excavated, where necessary, 
to a depth of 18 inches under the floor level. The entire surface 
occupied by the buildings was covered with a layer of cement concrete, 

6 inches thick, laid on a bed of broken stones, and the concrete was 
covered with a layer of asplialte | inch in thickness. The foundations 
of the buildings are formed of cement concrete. 

The external walls for 1 foot over the level of the ground are built 
of brickwork. The gable walls where there are chimney shafts are 
also of brickwork. A damp course of fibrous asphalted felt is laid on 
all walls over ground level. The outer walls of the buildings, except 
those before- mentioned, are formed of upright timbers, 7 inches by 
3 inches, on which sheeting is nailed on the outside 1 inch thick, and 
on the inside f inch thick. The space between is filled in with sawdust. 

Before the sheeting was put on the walls they were all lined with 
inodorous felt. The roofs are sheeted with inch sheeting and covered 
with corrugated iron. A layer of inodorous felt was laid on the 
sheeting before the iron was put on. The large block of temporary 
buildings is ceiled with timber, and the floors of dayrooms, dormitories, 
single rooms, and passages are laid with 1 J inch boarding, tongued and 
grooved, with plenty of ventilation under them. 

There is a sanitary annexe to each block of buildings, some of which 
are built of brickwork, the floors laid with cement concrete. The 
plumbing work and drainage is done in the best manner. 

The rooms are all well ventilated by means of windows at each side, 
and Tobin’s tubes to admit the fresh air. The vitiated air is taken away 
through pipes fixed below the ceilings and brought out over roofs, 
with patent ventilators. The rooms are heated by low-pressure hot 
water pipes. All the walls and ceilings have been painted with best 
paint, which can be washed from time to time. The boarded floors are 
all stained and polished. 

It is, of course, well known that the decaying timber of certain 
structures, when there is no free circulation of air, may become 
saturated with disease infection, but between such structures and the 
'' ei 7 excellent temporary buildings which, at a considerable cost, have 
been provided at this asylum, no just comparison can, in my opinion, 
be for one moment admitted to lie. 

The position of the Richmond Asylum as regards overcrowding, 
owmg to the rapid increase in the number of the insane during the last 
jew years, is, unfortunately, not unusual in other similar institutions 
broughout the United Kingdom, and it so happens that, owing to this 
cause, it has been found necessary during the past year to erect 
extensive temporary buildings in connection with some of the large 
J^ndon asylums. The Architect of the London County Council 
esigned wood framed structures, covered externally with corrugated 
^nised iron, and finished inside with plaster. When the plans of 

680 buildings were submitted to the English Lunacy Commissioners 
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Divine Service. 


for their statutory approval, they modified the N arrangement, and 
insisted on wood being used in place of plaster in the interior. These 
London buildings, which correspond in almost every respect with those 
erected at Richmond Asylum, cost £48 per bed. 

I am unwilling to conclude this report without referring to the 
marked advance which in many respects has characterised the adminis- 
tration of the asylum in recent years. A new and complete system of 
sewerage has been introduced, and modern closets and baths have been 
provided throughout the buildings. Many serious structural defects 
have been remedied; the patients’ dietary and dress have been 
materially improved, and their personal cleanliness is now beyond all 
exception ; the staff of attendants has been largely increased, and their 
training carefully attended to, while the character of the nursing and 
the care of the infirm and sick has undergone a marked change for the 
better. Very great attention has been bestowed on recreation and the 
amusement of the patients, notwithstanding the difficulty placed in the 
way by limited accommodation. Dr. Norman has also, with the con- 
currence of the Board of Governors, succeeded in obtaining the services 
of a staff of Assistant Medical Officers who are both most painstaking 
and efficient, and in every respect thoroughly devoted to their duties. 
The Board of Governors is undoubtedly entitled to full credit for having 
effected these several improvements, but their initiation, it is only just 
to say, came from the present Resident Medical Superintendent, a fact 
to which my colleague and I bear willing testimony. It is not a little 
remarkable — and the fact is probably largely due to the improvements 
Dr. Norman has effected — that notwithstanding the overcrowding, and 
the regrettable hygienic conditions of the asylum as regards epidemic 
disease, its death rate for the past two years has been the lowest of any 
of the very large asylums of the United Kingdom. I refer especially to 
the London asylums, and the great urban asylums of Lancashire and 
Yorkshire. The new asylum at Portrane will, I trust, make rapid pro- 
gress during the present year. When it has been completed, and the 
present upper house of the Richmond has been converted into a 
modern asylum suitable for all classes of patients, there is no reason 
why the Governors should not place their institution in the very van of 
Irish lunacy establishments for the care of the insane poor. 

I saw the patients at dinner, which was well served, and tfie food was 
of good qualily. The food supplies during the year would appear to 
have been satisfactory, except the meat, which occasionally did not 
reach the required standard. 

I examined the asylum books. The books kept in the Clerk’s Office 
are carefully entered up, while the case-books, which give a detailed 
history of each patient, and describe their treatment and progress, are 
most admirably kept, and testify to the zeal and assiduity of the 
Assistant Medical Officers. The Register of Restraint and Seclusion 
shows that restraint was not had recourse to during the period under 
review, and that only 57 patients were secluded on 261 occasions for a 
total duration of 1,758 hours. 

The average numbers attending Divine Service during the year, 
were : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Roman Catholics, . ..... 

300 

354 

Protestant Episcopalian*, ..... 

61 

45 

Presbyterians, . ... 

6 
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In the regrettable absence of Dr. Norman on sick leave, I was Richmond 
accompanied through the Asylum by the Acting Resident Medical Asylu m. 
Superintendent, Dr. Donelan, in whose hands the business of the 
asylum seemed to be in all respects most satisfactorily conducted. 

11th February, 1897. 


SLIGO DISTRICT ASYLUM. Sligo 

Asylum. 

I inspected this Asylum on the 22nd ult., and the changes which inspected on 
have taken place in the population since my inspection on 22nd 22nd Dec., 
November, 1895, are shown in the following Table : — ' 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On Register at last visit, . 

293 

208 

501 

Admitted since, .... 

85 

62 

147 

Total, 

378 

270 

648 

Diicharged recovered, 

21 

21 

42 

Do., unrecovered, 

10 

9 

19 

Died, ..... 

26 

15 

41 

Total, 

67 

45 

102 

On Register on 22nd December, 1896, 

321 

225 

546 

Absent on probation, 

- 

- 

- 

Absent on pass, . . • • j 

- 

- 

- 

Absent by escape, . . . • 1 


“ 

“ 

Resident on 22nd December, 1896, . 

321 

225 

546 


Statistics. 


Of the total number of patients, 292 are chargeable to County Sligo, 
and 254 are chargeable to the County Leitrim. 

It will be noted that there has been an increase of no less than 45 Necessity for 
patients in the 13 months. Such an increase, having regard to the raising 
low death-rate in Irish District Asylums, points to the desirability of recover - rate * 
making every effort to raise the recovery rate, by improving the 
accommodation and treatment for acute cases. The Institution, as the 
Governors are aware, is at present in the hands of contractors, and this 
fact not only increases the serious overcrowding, but also interferes with 
the routine of the asylum management, and the treatment of the 
patients. 

Notwithstanding these extensive structural additions and alterations, j nguffic j en t 
the accommodation, especially on the male side, will, as the result of accommoda- 
the rapid increase in numbers for the past few years, I fear, be found tion. 
quite insufficient. 

The structural alterations were most carefully thought out, and 
the fullest accommodation for the largest possible number of patients 
was provided within the limits of the expenditure which the Governors 
were prepared to sanction. The old building, notwithstanding its 
imposing facade, was very deficient in administrative arrangements, 
as well as being in other respects unsuitable. Calculated on the 
recognised standard of space for each patient, it accommodated only 
184 men and 164 women, being a total of 348. The alterations 
now in progress will not merely increase the number to 522, but 
they will also completely remodel and modernize the Asylum, 

0 2 
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providing dining halls, laundry, stores, workshops, chapel, new sanitary 
annexes, and a complete system of drainage, &c. 

It is most necessary that an effort should be made, if possible with- 
out any large increase of expenditure, which already presses heavily on 
the poorer ratepayers of the district, to obtain further accommodation 
— more especially for the male patients. There is an extensive base- 
ment under the female wing (running north and south), the front of 
which faces the west. If the earth bank which overshadows this 
basement were cleared sufficiently away, a floor space of at least 100 
by 20 feet, with windows looking west, and some cross light and 
ventilation, could be obtained. There is already a basement passage 
leading to this unutilised space from the centre of the house. 

This would, by a re-arrangement of the male and female space, go 
some way towards meeting the deficient accommodation, and a further 
step in the same direction would be to add the Resident Medical 
Superintendent’s house to the male side, and, as has been done in other 
asylums, provide a separate residence for him. I can assure the 
Governors I am most unwilling to make any suggestion which would 
lead to further expenditure, but the rapid increase in the number of 
male patients renders some further measure to relieve the overcrowd- 
ing essential. It might be found possible, as has been done in other 
asylums, to carry out the alterations I have suggested by patients' 
labour, the materials being provided by the Board of Control if the 
Governors so desire. In this way, within the past year, a range of 
offices, including a carpenter’s shop, has been built, and the provision 
stores have been remodelled and enlarged. 

The percentage of recoveries on admissions during 1896 was 29*4, 
being 25’6forthe males, and 34 - 5 for the females, while the percentage 
of deaths, calculated on the average number resident (male and female), 
was 6 - 8 ; the average annual capitation cost of maintenance was 
£21 2s. 10c?. ; whilst two paying patients contributed a sum of 
£11 19s. 0 d. towards their maintenance. 


The health statistics on the day of my visit were as follow : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Patients in bed, ..... 

13 

6 

19 

In bed for serious illness, .... 

7 

4 

11 

In bed from age or debility, 

5 

2 

7 

In bed from violence or excitement. 

1 

_ 


In bed having bed sores, 

_ 

- 


Patients under restraint, .... 

_ 

- 

- 

Patients in seclusion, .... 

_ 

- 

- 

Epileptics, 

16 

13 

29 

Actively suicidal, ..... 

2 

3 

6 

General paralytics, . 

1 

- 

1 

Epileptic and suicidal under special observation, . 

4 

9 


Wet beds reported last night, 

2 

3 


Patients raised by attendants, 

2 

7 



It will be seen from these figures that no less than 11 patients were 
confined to bed by serious physical illness, while there has been a serious 
outbreak of illness entered in the asylum books as “influenza wit 
diarrhoea,” resembling in many respects a low form of typhoid fever. 

This outbreak was accountable for the death of at least three patient 
The remaining 38 deaths call for no further special remark other than tn» 
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no less than 17 of them resulted from pulmonary consumption ; and, in Smgo 
connection with the prevalence of this disease, I would strongly urge Asylum. 
on the Governors the importance of having the brick walls of the 
hospital plastered, so as to present a smooth and sanitary surface, 
instead of, as at present, affording a possible nidus for the germs of 
tubercular disease. 

There has been no suicide, and no Coroner’s inquest ; and the only No suicide or 
serious casualties were two in number, viz. : — P.K. sustained anintra- f oroner ’ 3 
capsular fracture of the head of the thigh bone as the result of being lnquest - 
tkown down by another patient. B.L., in trying to escape through a Ca8ualties - 
window, fell and fractured both bones of her leg. 

The following table shows the numbers of patients employed and Employment, 
unemployed on the day of my visit : — 


Patients employed — 

Assisting attendants in the wards 
As garden or field labourers, 

As storekeeper, 

As stoker, 

As tailors, 

As shoemakers, 

As painters, 

As joiners, 

As plumber, 

Attending masons, 

Attending slaters, 

In the kitchen, . 

In the laundry, . 

In officers’ quarters. 

At needlework, . 

At knitting, 

Teasing hair, 

Miscellaneous occupations, 

Total employed, 

Patients unemployed because of : — 

(a) Mental condition, 

( b ) Bodily condition, 

Total unemployed, 



The number of patients employed in out-door work reflects credit on 
the asyluin management. 

I examined the asylum books and found them satisfactory, but in Books. 

Book, ^ ances cases should be more fully recorded in the Case 

The numbers attending Divine Service on the Sunday previous to my Divine Service, 
were as follow:— * 


— 

Males. 1 

Females. 

Attending Mass, 

107 

90 

Do. Protestant Service, 

16 

19 

Total, 

123 

3 09 
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Asylum The entries in the register of restraint and seclusion, which seems to 

' be fully and carefully written up, show that 11 patients (4 males and 

Koatraint and 1 females) were secluded on 19 different occasions during a total 
Beclusion. duration of 132J hours, while no less than 31 patients were placed in 
mechanical restraint during a total duration of 3,930 hours, tho reason 
in the majority of cases being entered as violence, 

While I do not question the judgment of the medical officers in sub- 
jecting such a largo number of patients to mechanical restraint, I 
point out that with a stronger staff of attendants it would, I believe 
bo found possible, at least to some extent, to dispense with a method 
of treatment which now-a-days is considered in many asylums unneces- 
sary. 

12th January, 1897. 


Watehfokd 
Asylum. 
Inspected on 
8th Dec., 
1896 . 


Additions and 
alterations. 


Condition and 
conduct. 


Works in 
progress or 
carried out. 


WATERFORD DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

The structural additions to this institution, so far as they provide 
extra accommodation, are now almost completed. The male block lias 
been for some time occupied, and the corresponding wing on the female 
side has been given over by the contractor, and now accommodates 
the female patients. At present the basement of tbis building is 
occupied as a temporary kitchen ; but when the re-modelling of the 
executive block is completed these apartments will be utilised as 
workrooms. The new accommodation, as described in last year’s Report 
is most excellent — the living rooms are bright and cheery, well venti- 
lated, properly heated, and furnished with due regard to the require- 
ments of the insane, whilst the dormitories provide plenty of cubic 
space, and are at the same time warm and comfortable. The bedsteads 
and bedding also are of excellent quality. The building is fitted with 
all modern appliances as regards baths, lavatories, and water-closets. 
In no institution do I know of more suitable accommodation for the 
insane ; and it may be gratifying to the Governors to know that, 
as the result of these extensive structural additions, involving so large 
an outlay, the condition of the inmates has greatly improved, not alone 
as regards their physical health, but also as regards their conduct and 
conversation. In former Reports, attention was called to the great 
number of noisy and excited patients in this Asylum, but the change 
which has taken place is marvellous ; even in the wards occupied by 
the more troublesome patients I found the greater number employed i 
all were neatly dressed, quiet, and well-behaved. 

Although the accommodation has been very largely increased there 
will not be very much room to spare until the contract for the building 
of the executive department is completed, as a great deal of space -has 
to be given up for temporary kitchen, stores, dining-rooms, &c. 

At present the following works are in progress!, or havo been 
completed since the date of last report ; — 

(1) The new female block has been finished and occupied. 

(2) The old farmyard has been removed and new farm buildings 

and piggeries have been erected. 
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(3) Bull Lane, a road running through the asylum grounds, close to Watisrford 

the buildings, has been bought up and closed, and the high ABYLUM ‘ 
walls on each side removed. 

(4) A new Boiler-house and Coal-store are in course of erection. 

(5) The Roman Catholic Church is being enlarged so as to accommo- 

date the Catholic patients. 

(6) The work of remodelling the kitchen and laundry has been 

commenced. 

(7) The ground is being prepared for the erection of the new 

dining-hall. 

(8) The old verandahs at either side of the north front have been 

replaced by similar structures, and covered with Hayward’s 
patent glass roofing. 

(9) The drainage is now treated on the “ broad surface irrigation 

system.” A great deal of work has been done in preparing 
the land for the reception of the sewage, but a great deal still 
remains to be done. 

I can see no reason why this system should not prove an economical Drainage, 
and efficient method of disposing of the drainage from the institution, 
but, to make it work satisfactorily, a larger area must be utilised, and the 
land prepared so that the effluent may be carried off at once. Perhaps it 
might be well to allow the Land Steward to visit some other institution 
where the sewage is treated by this system. 

Since last visit on the 18th September, 1895, 108 patients (52 men Statistics, 
and 56 women) have been admitted, 45 (21 men and 24 women) have 
been discharged, and 34 (19 men and 15 women) have died. At that 
date there were 381 inmates (204 men and 177 women) on the register ; 
there are now 410 (216 men and 194 women), showing an increase of 
29 during the past 15 months. Of the patients resident, 278 are 
chargeable to the County, and 132 to the City of Waterford. 

In last year’s Report, attention was called to the fact that the greater Authority for 
number of admissions come in under the “ Form of Application laid admissions, 
down by the Privy Council Rules, and only a small proportion are sent 
as Dangerous Lunatics. This procedure, I am glad to find, still 
continues. The Dangerous Lunatics Act has unfortunately to be too 
frequently resorted to in other Asylum Districts in Ireland. 

The deaths call for no special remarks, except that in three cases the Deaths, 
cause is given as “ gastric trouble,” which cannot be considered a 
satisfactory return of the cause of death. No post mortem examina- n 0 autopsies, 
tions were made, nor can such medical work be expected until an 
Assistant Medical Officer is appointed. 

At the time of my visit only four patients were confined to bed (2 on Health, 
each side), and the general health has been good, with the exception of an 
outbreak of continued fever which attacked 2 patients and 1 male 

attendant. 

The returns of restraint and seclusion show that 8 men were secluded aud 

on 21 occasions, and 9 women on 13 occasions ; whilst restraint was 
resorted to in the treatment of 3 men and 1 woman— the men on 66 
occasions and the woman on 4 occasions, averaging 5 hours each. 

Sixteen men and 1 1 women are returned as suffering from epilepsy, and Night nursing. 
3 men as actively suicidal. As yet no steps have been taken to place such 
oases under constant observation during the night, but when the dormitory 
.ed up for this purpose is completed, it is to be hoped that a special 
ni gut attendant will be appointed to take charge on each side. 
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Waterford The returns of employment show that 44 men work on the farm 
A bylo m. -whilst 3 assist the artizans, and 20 are employed in various ways. 6 
Employment. women are employed in the kitchen, 32 in the laundry, and 78 sew and 
knit. The proportion of male patients employed is certainly not large, 
Having regard to the number of artizans employed in the establish- 
ment, some of the younger patients ought to receive instruction at the 
various trades. 

Clothing, &c., All the male patients’ clothes are made in the Asylum, with the 
made in the exception of caps, but only a small percentage of the shoes are made 

as) um. in the shoemaker’s shop. The women’s garments and the socks and 

stockings are made in the female wards. The mattresses are at present 
obtained under contract, but these could be made just as well in the 
Asylum, and thus afford useful employment to many old people. 

Divine Service. The Chaplains’ books show that on last Sunday 85 men and 75 
women were present at Mass, whilst 5 men and 6 women went to the 
Protestant Episcopalian Service. 

Amusement. Sixty males and 50 females attend the associated entertainments which, 

as heretofore, form one of the principal features in the treatment of the 
Asylum. 

Dietary. I saw the patients at dinner in the hall, and, notwithstanding the 

disturbed state of the kitchen, an excellent meal was provided. The 
dietary has been much improved, and is now suitable to the tastes and 
requirements of the inmates. On one day of the week an excellent 
dinner of fish, obtained under contract at Ifd. per lb., is given. Pigs’ 
heads are given twice a week, with potatoes and vegetables. The 
working and hospital patients get meat every day except Friday, and 
butter is given to all on Sunday morning. 

Complaint. -^- s ^ h ave already stated, the conduct of the patients showed a 
marked change for the better. Only one complaint was made to me of 
harsh treatment on the part of a nurse. The insanity of the woman 
who made the complaint is principally shown by a desire to irritate and 
annoy those with whom she comes in contact. She states she was 
slapped by the nurse ; but this the nurse denies, stating that she only 
turned the patient out of the room where she was annoying the others, 
and T am inclined to believe her story. In Ward Ho. 4 (F), now 
occupied by the more troublesome patients requiring more careful super- 
Sanitary block vision, I think the number (76) is too large. In this ward the water- 
required. closet accommodation is not sufficient, and I would ask the Governors, 
when building is going on, to consider the necessity of providing a new 
sanitary block for this corridor. 

Staff. The day staff in actual charge of the insane consists of 18 men and 

15 women, an increase of 4 attendants and 2 nurses, showing a propor- 
tion of 1 attendant to 12 patients on the male side, and of 1 nurse to 13 
patients on the female. In addition, there are, on the male side, a 
messenger, farm servant, plumber, joiner, 2 tailors, 2 shoemakers 
and a painter ; and on the female side, 3 laundresses and a mes- 
senger. The wisdom of employing such young people as messengers, to 
whom keys are entrusted, and upon whom a certain amount of respon- 
sibility must be thrown, appears to me doubtful. 

Improvements I 11 conclusion, I have much pleasure in congratulating the Governors 
carried out. and Dr. Atkins on the many useful works which have been carried out 
during the past year. In no other similar establishment do T know of 
greater improvements having been effected in so short a time. 

12th December, 1896. 
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ARMAGH RETREAT PRIVATE ASYLUM. 


Armagh 

Rbtrbat. 


There are 19 gentlemen and 12 ladies at present on tlie register 15 [ h May> 
of this asylum, and they are all resident and under certificate. 1896. 

The changes which have taken place since last visit consist of the 

admission of 2 gentlemen and 3 ladies ; of the discharge of two Numbers - 
ladies '‘relieved,” and of 1 “ not improved and of the death of 2 Deaths, 
gentlemen and one lady. 

There has been no restraint or seclusion since last visit, and no No restraint, 
accident of a serious nature. seclusion, or 

I have asked for a medical report on 1 gentleman who suffered 
from the effects of alcoholic intemperance, and who, so far as I could discharge, 
judge from a single interview, no longer requires detention in a 
lunatic asylum. 

15th May, 1896. 


ARMAGH RETREAT PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

I visited this institution on the 27tli ultimo, and saw all the 
patients. The changes which have taken place since last visit, six 
months ago — when 19 gentlemen and 12 ladies were resident 
—are as follows : — 1 gentleman and 3 ladies have been admitted ; 

I gentleman and 1 lady have been discharged recovered j and 1 
gentleman and 3 ladies unrecovered ; and there have been no deaths, 
so that there are at present on the register 18 gentleman and 

II ladies — 29 in all — besides one voluntary patient who has been 
resident for many years. 

I found all parts of the house clean and tidy, and was pleased to 
notice some structural improvements, giving better light and ventila- 
tion. The ladies day-room, for troublesome patients, is unfortunately 
rather small for a class who require plenty of elbow-room. 

The gentleman admitted since last visit (Mr. B.) seemed to me 
rather to be defective in general intelligence than presenting any 
marked evidence of insanity. He appeared content with his surround- 
ings ; but the question remains as to whether he needs detention in an 
asylum ; and I have asked for a special report on the case from the 
Visiting Physician on the occasion of his next visit. 

I examined the statutory books and found them fully posted up. 
There has been no entry in the register of restraint and seclusion since 
last inspection. 

1st December, 1896. 


Armagh 
Retreat. 
Inspected on 
27 tli Nov., 
1896. 

Statistics. 


General 
condition of 
house. 


Case recently 
admitted. 


BELMONT PARK (WATERFORD) PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Since this, licensed house was last visited on the 3rd February, 1896, 
the only change which has taken place amongst the patients is the 
admission of 4 new cases ; there has been no discharge, and no death. 
The new admissions would appear suitable cases for asylum care. The 
number now resident is 38, with one voluntary boarder. 

The general health is very good, only 1 old gentleman remaining in 
hed, and in this case hypochondriacal delusions, rather than any active 


Belmout 

Park 

(Waterford). 
Inspected on 
20th Aug., 
1896. 

Numbers. 


Health. 
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Belmont 

Park. 

No restraint 
or seclusion. 
Employment 
and exercise. 
DivineService, 


Clothing. 


General con- 
dition of 
asylum. 


Sanitary 

arrangements. 


Staff. 


Books. 


Appendix to Forty-sixth Report on District, Criminal, [App. p 

bodily ailment prevent the patient getting up. There has been no 
outbieak of epidemic disease, nor is there any record of either restraint 
or seclusion. WUI1 

Seven gentlemen are stated to employ themselves at various useful 
occupations, 22 walk round the estate, and 2 or 3 in turn go out driving 
twice every week to various places of interest in the neighbourhood. 

Service takes place in the chapel attached to the institution everv 
day On Sundays nearly all the inmates attend, and about half the 
number on week days. 

The gentlemen were at the time of my visit wandering about the 
garden or sitting in their wards. 

In some cases their clothes were rather shabby, and would require 
renewal ; but m an institution such as this, where patients are received 
at low rates of board, there is difficulty in obtaining suitable wearing 
apparel from the relatives. 0 

The apartments occupied by the patients— both sitting and sleeping 
furnished™ 1 ' 6 f ° Un<1 m S ° 0<i 0rder ’ neatI y P ainted > clean, tidy, and well 

For some time past extensive building operations, for the purpose of 
extending the accommodation, have been in contemplation, but unfor- 
tunately for some reason have been postponed. These buildings were 
to have included new sanitary annexes for the main building. It is to 
0 legretted that this part of the work should have been put off, as the 
closets 111 the central building, where the greater number of the patients 
me congregated, and where proper sanitary appliances are most wanted, 

he W “ ffi ° ien 5 ° f °¥° ete *yP e > antl iU-ventilaied. No time should 
„ lost in erecting at least one sanitary block providing sufficient closets 
and urmals Of modern type, with properly constructed drains. 

he brethren of the Community continue to act as attendants, with 
the assistance of three paid officials-one of whom acts as night 
attendant, another as general attendant, and another as ward attendant. 

lne books are posted up to date. 

20th August, 1896. 


Bloomfield. 
Inspected on 
0 th April, 
1896. 

Numbers. 


No deaths. 
Health. 


Accident 

General 


Restraint. 


No seclusion. 


BLOOMFIELD INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE. 

?f n . 1 ^ r this institution, I find 17 gentlemen and 21 ladies 

i csic en - No alteration in the numbers has taken place since the last 
visi ( n ovember, 1895). On the male side one patient was admitted, 
and another, discharged; on the female side there has been neither 
admission nor discharge, and on neither side has a death occurred. 

ie general health of the patients would appear, from the very 
caie u lecords kept by the Visiting Physician, to have been excellent. 

uj on y accident reported is a sprain —the result of an accidental fall. 

.Uunng my visit the patients on both sides of the bouse were quiet, 
ana, as a general rule, well conducted. The only complaints made to 
me were evidently the outcome of insane delusions. 

7 f 1 ° m G recor( f § °f restraint, I find that in the case referred to in 
last report as no longer requiring the use of restraint, it has again been 
tound necessary, in consequence of the degraded habits of the patient, to 
nave recourse to the use of the strait-jacket almost daily since the begin- 
ning o b ebruary — the total period during which this form of restraint 
ins eon used amounting to 168 hours. Seclusion does not appear to 
have been resorted to in the treatment of any case. 
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The work of spring cleaning is at present being carried on throughout Bloomfield. 
the establishment. Several of the bedrooms at Swanbrook House are 
be iD„ repapered. As heretofore, the accommodation in this house 
is most excellent. I am glad to be able to report that various 
improvements have been carried out in the male wing— especially m Improvements, 
the basement. There the ventilation has been much improved ; several 
new bedsteads with wire-woven bottoms have been obtained, and the 
bedding is more carefully looked after. Perhaps in time the Committee 
may consider the advisability of lowering the windows of the rooms in 
this corridor — thus improving the light and ventilation. The tem- Heating, 
perature throughout the building was all that could be desiied , each 
wing is now heated by a separate system of hot water pipes. In addi- 
tion, fires were found burning in the sitting-rooms, and in many of the 
bed-rooms. . . _ _ 

No alteration has taken place in the strength of the staff, which is t>tou. 
composed principally of officials who have served for many years in the 
institution. , R . 

The ministration of religion continues to be carried on as described m j n ;JJ ration> 
in former reports. About fourteen patients are able to attend Divine “ 

Service conducted by the clergy of various denominations. The amuse- musemen 3. 
ment of the patients has not been lost sight of — a magic lantern enter- 
tainment was lately given ; concerts and associated parties are held at 
intervals, and several of the patients— both ladies and gentlemen— are Exercise, 
taken for drives in the country. 

I examined and signed all the statutory books and registers, which Books, 
are carefully kept. 

9th April, 1896. 


COURSE LODGE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

There are at present in this asylum 12 ladies under certificates, 
lady has been admitted since last visit and 4 ladies have 
discharged. 

There has been no restraint or seclusion. 

The books were examined and found to be correct. 

15th May, 1896. 


One 

been 


Course 
Lodge. 
Inspected on 
15th May, 
1896. 


Numbers. 

No restrainnt 
or seclusion. 
Books. 


COURSE LODGE PRIVATE ASYLUM. Course 

Lodge. 

I visited Course Lodge on the 27th ultimo, and saw the 13 ladies i nspec t e d on 
then resident. The changes since last inspection have been the admis- 27th Nov., 
sion of two patients, one of whom, Mrs. II. W. Q., is now convalescent, 18^- 
while the other, Miss I. P., died on the 28th October, four days after Numtors . 
admission. This lady’s death was the subject of a coroner’s inquisition, Doa(h of 
and the jury returned a verdict of death from heart failure. She was maniaca i cn30 , 
removed to the asylum from Belfast on the 24th October, suffering from 
mania, and the brief entries in the case-book raise a grave doubt in my 
mind as to whether this lady should have been sent to an institution 
which we have so often reported as being only suitable for the reception 
and treatment of chronic and quiet cases. 

At the time of my visit 11 of the ladies were at dinner in the two Service of 
small sitting-rooms. The dinner consisted of cod-fish, and the manner dmIier - 
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Course 

Lodge. 


Cases confined 
to bed. 


Books. 
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in which it was served in one of the rooms to the more troubles™™ 
patients was not satisfactory. The table-cloth was not clean • there 
were no napkins, nor was any attempt made to ornament the table such 
as is made now-a-days in almost all asylums, and in no pauper asylum 
more than m the neighbouring Armagh District Asylum. J 

Iwo ladies (Miss H. and Miss ivi.) were confined to bed— one of 
them, gradually sir king, appeared to be carefully nursed, while the 
other is a bright and cheerful old lady, who considers herself a person 
ot great importance, and who certainly seems contented with her 
surroundings. 

I examined the books. They were all posted, but I consider that 
the entnes m the case-book referring to important cases, such as that 
ot the lady who died in October last, should be much fuller, aud that a 
lull entry at least on the occasions of his statutory visits, should be 
made by the Visiting Physician in this book. 

1st December, 189G. 


Elm Lawn. 
Inspected on 
27th July, 
1896. 

N umbers. 
Health. 


Exercise. 


General 

Condition. 


No restraint 
or seclusion. 
Ministration 
of religion. 

Staff. 


ELM LAWN PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

We visited this licensed house to-day, aud found 7 ladies resident, 
1 „ v, U care of Miss Bernard. Since our last inspection no new case 
as been admitted, but one lady who was then absent on probation has 
oeen since discharged recovered. 

l,„i A 'th le f ardS b °r- lly iealth tlle conditi °n of the inmates was satisfactory, 
but the long continuance of mental disease would seem to us, in most 
ot then cases, to preclude any hopes of recovery. 

g^ter number were, at the time of our visit, sitting in the 
d o° eS a ? orcl much s P ace exercise, but three ladies 
J? t0 drl y e 111 tlie country twice weekly, and one is able to 

take walking exercise on the public roads. All were found neatly dressed 
, lea f’ a ? d a PP ea red to be well looked after. The bedrooms were in 
„ood Older, the beds and bedding clean and well attended to, and the 
sitting-rooms are cheerful and fairly comfortable. 

— records show that neither restraint nor seclusion has been 
resorted to since last visit. 

taken ifiaco dS ^ ministration of religion no alteration appears to have 

de,woVivr at ro meS t ! 11 ' ee ; nurees are employed, under the superinten- 
ds of Miss Bernard. When she is absent Mother lady takes her 

27th July, 189G. 


Elm Lawn. 
Inspected on 
31st Dec., 
1896. 

No changes. 

General 

condition. 


ELM LAWN PRIVATE xlSYLUM. 

1 visited this house to-day. No change has taken place in the 
numbers, as no one has been admitted, discharged, or has died. One 
lady has, however, so much improved that she hopes to be discharged in 
a tow days. All are iu good health ; very neat and tidy in their ap- 
pearance, and seem to be very carefully looked after. All the rooms 
are in excellent order, and are kept very clean. The ministration of 
religion continues as heretofore. 

31st December, 1896. 
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FARNHAM HOUSE AND MARYVILLE PRIVATE ASYLUMS. 


Farnham 
House and 
Maryville. 


The names of 19 gentlemen and 26 ladies are at present on tlie i n8pected 0D 
register of Farnham House and Maryville Private Asylums. The 22ml Sept., 
following changes have taken place since the last visit : — 1896. 

2 gentlemen and 5 ladies have been received. Numbers. 

2 gentlemen and 3 ladies were discharged. 

2 gentlemen have died — one of phthisis, and one of general Deaths, 
paralysis of the insane. 

1 gentleman is at present absent on probation. 

1 lady at present resides in the institution as a voluntary 
boarder. 

I had personal and private interviews with some of the patients ; all Interviews 
the late admissions appear fit subjects for detention. Two of the ladies, witl1 P atient9 - 
whose names I entered in the patients’ book, are somewhat improved, 
but another of them is still very excited, and in seclusion. 

It would appear from the records that both restraint and seclusion Restraint and 
have very frequently been resorted to, much more frequently than is seclusion, 
usual in asylums of the present day. Roughly speaking, about 15 
patients have been secluded on various occasions, some of them for very 
prolonged periods, while about 7 patients were restrained 

As the day was very wet all the patients were indoors. 

No complaints were made except of undue detention by those who 
were quite unfit for discharge. 

The bedrooms were found in good order, but I think it is unfortunate Accommoda- 
tliat the same rooms should be occupied by the insane both by day and 1 1 ' 
night. 

I examined the various statutory books and registers. Books. 

The case book does much credit to Dr Dawson. 


22nd September, 1896. 


GLENSIDE HOUSE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 


Gleksidb 
House. 
Inspected on 
Gth June, 
1896. 


I visite'd Glenside Private Asylum on the 6th instant, and found only 
one patient (Mr. R.) remaining. Since last inspection, one other gen- 
tleman (Mr. IT. V. B.) was admitted ; he remained a week, and then 
left quite recovered. Two other gentlemen were discharged — one of p. 
whom was transferred to the Crichton Institution, while the other was 6 
able to return to his home convalescent. 

16th Juue, 1896. 


HAMPSTEAD HOUSE- PRIVATE ASYLUM. 


Hampstead 
House. 
Inspected on 
20th July, 
1896. 


I find 22 gentlemen on the register at the present date. 

Since the beginning of tlie year three have been admitted, of whom 
°ne has been discharged recovered ; the other two would appear to have Numbers, 
been suitable cases for asylum care, and to have derived benefit from 
their treatment here. I saw all the patients resident — one gentleman Health. 

13 absent, having gone to the seaside. Although one or two of the 
patients are old and feeble, all appear in excellent health. There has 
been no serious illness or accident, and no death. 
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Hampstead 

House. 

No restraint 
or seclusion. 

Conduct. 


Condition of 
House. 

Amusements. 

Ministration 
of religion. 


Instruction of 
staff. 


Books. 


The records show that neither restraint nor seclusion have been 
resorted to during the present year. Indeed neither form of treatment 
has been made use of in this house for some considerable time 

On my visit to tlie wards I saw all the patients, and conversed with 
any who were able, or willing to converse with me. Their behaviour 
was excellent; no one was noisy or excited ; and they all appeared as 
contented and happy as their mental state would admit. No complaints 
were made to me except as the outcome of mental disease. I found the 
house in very good order ; the sitting-rooms, bedrooms, and corridore 
are suitably furnished, clean, well looked after, and well ventilated. 

Outdoor games are provided for any who can be persuaded to take 
part in them ; and associated entertainments take place at intervals. 

With regard to the ministration of religion — a clergyman now attends 
once a fortnight at either the male or female house, and conducts 
service for the benefit of the patients. 

Pew changes have taken place amongst the staff 
During the winter lectures were given by young Dr. Eustace for the 
instruction of the attendants and nurses in ambulance work and 
nursing. 

. I examined all the books. The Medical Journal is not kept in this 
institution, as Dr. Eustace does not consider that the provisions of 
the Private Asylums Act with regard to the book apply to a house such 
as lus, under the care of a resident medical officer. The Case-book, as 
usual, reflects much credit on young Dr. Eustace, giving as it does full 
details of the various cases under treatment. 

20th July, 1896. 


Hampstead 

House. 


Inspected on 
31st Dec., 
1896. 

Numbers. 


Restraint. 


Health. 


Exercise. 


No complaints. 


Condition of 
house. 


HAMPSTEAD HOUSE PRIVATE ASYLUM 

Since the last report on this asylum was written, 3 gentlemen have 
been admitted, and 3 discharged, leaving the names of 22 on the regis- 
ter. Of the admissions, two would appear to suffer from incurable brain 
disease, but the third offers every hope of speedy recovery, and no doubt 
will not require fco remain here very long. 

I wo patients have been under restraint ; one on two occasions and 
one once. The form of restraint in these cases was a dress with long 
sleeves fastened to the sides. 

No death has. taken place, and all the patients appear in excellent 
health. No one is at present confined to bed, and the greater number 
aie able to take exercise outside in the pleasure-grounds surrounding 
the house. Many of them, I am informed, go for drives in the country 
when the weather permits. 

Lo complaints were made to me except as the outcome of delusions, 
or on account of detention, and in these cases the patients were quite 
unfit for discharge. 

The sitting-rooms and bedrooms were found in excellent order,' well and 
comfortably furnished. The corridors, and most of the rooms are heated 
by hot water pipes, but in the upper corridor on one side of the building the 
rooms are without hot jnpes, and have to depend for warmth on batteries 
of pipes along the wall outside in the corridor. If a ventilating tube 
were carried from the top of these pipes, to open about eight feet from 
the floors in the bedrooms, all the benefit of the pipes would be obtained, 
and the ventilation would be improved. 
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I saw the table laid for dinner, and was pleased to find that the meal Hamptskad 
is served with due regard to the usages of society. The table was House. 
decorated with flowers ; the table linen was scrupulously clean ; the plates 
and glass were exactly the same as those used at any table d’hote ; and 0 
the menu described a very excellent dinner. 

The Case-book, as usual, gives a careful history of the cases under Books, 
treatment, and the other books prescribed (with the exception of the 
Medical Journal) are duly entered up. 

31st December, 1896. 


HARTFIELD HOUSE PRIVATE ASYLUM. IUrtfikld 

House. 

On the last visit of inspection there were 21 gentlemen resident ; Inspected on 
since then 10 have been admitted ; 7 discharged ; and 2 have died, 29 jgg 6 ugM 

leaving the names of 22 on the books at present. The deaths were 

due to natural causes — one to cirrhosis of liver, and one to acute con- Numbers, 
gestion of the brain and failure of the heart’s action. Deaths. 

Of the patients admitted since last visit, some have been dis- R eC ent 
charged, but those of them who are here at present I have seen. Of one admissions. 

I have recorded in the Patients’ Book that improvement has taken 
place since admission. 

The records of restraint and seclusion show that mechanical Restraint, 
restraint was resorted to in the treatment of 4 patients on several 
occasions, and for different periods — the form of restraint being leather 
straps and anklets. 

There is only one patient in bed — an old clergyman — suffering from Accidents, 
a cut over the eye, received from an accidental fall downstairs. There 
has been no other serious accident, and no outbreak of epidemic disease. 

Two patients are reported to employ themselves in the house, 3 do Employment, 
some work in the garden, and 4 go for walks in the country twice a Exercise, 
week ; 17 attend Mass celebrated on Sundays and holidays within Divine Service 
the walls of the institution, and 2 are able to go to the parish Church 
on week days. 

A German band plays for the amusement of the patients once a Amusements, 
fortnight during the summer, and there are two pianos in the sitting- 
rooms. The wards would appear to be fairly supplied with books and 
papers. 

Some papering and painting has been done since the last visit, and Improvements, 
the rooms were found in fair order. There is still room for improve- 
ment in the ventilation of the apartments downstairs. 

The staff consists of six attendants. Staff. 

29th August, 1896. 


HARTFIELD HOUSE PRIVATE ASYLUM. Habtfikld 

Housb. 

ppn+i* Ce tae licensed house on the 29th August 4 inspected on 

gentlemen have been admitted, and 5 discharged, of whom 4 had 30th Dec., 
covered. I saw all the gentlemen with one exception ; this patient 189<> ‘ 

3 ^ on P ai 'ole for the day. One of the cases admitted appears to be Numbers. 
disclT eSCe i llfc a ^ er an frtteck of alcoholism, and I hope will shortly be 
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HARTKIELD 

House. 

Exercise. 

Religion. 

Restraint. 


Condition of 
house. 


Amusement. 


Books. 


Two gentlemen are now employed regularly in the garden, and four 
go for walks or drives beyond the asylum grounds. Fourteen attended 
Mass in the house on last Sunday, and two are able to be trusted to a<\ 
to the parish Church. s ° 

Restraint appears to have been resorted to in one case, in which a 
gentleman was restrained by straps and anklets for 8 hours on account 
of epileptic excitement. 

The house was in good order, with the exception of one bed- 
room, occupied by a patient of dirty habits, where the smell was 
offensive ; and steps should be taken to render this room more easily 
kept clean. j 

The sitting-rooms would appear to be fairly^ well supplied witli papers 
and amusing literature, and a new piano has been provided for eveniiw 
entertainments. 0 

The books and registers, including the Case-book, would appear to be 
kept up to date. 

31st December, 1896. 


Hiqiifield. 
Inspected on 
15th May., 
1896. 

N umbers. 

No deaths or 
accident-*. 
Restraint 
Condition of 
house. 


Condition of 
patients. 


Religion. 

Books. 


HIGHFIELD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

There are 17 ladies now resident. Since the last visit 3 ladies have 
been admitted under certificate, and 1 voluntary boarder, who has since 
been discharged. No death has taken place, and no accident. 

I he only record of restraint is that one lady, who suffers from recurrent 
attacks of insanity, wore gloves for a period, both by night and day to 
prevent her from picking her flesh. 

I he house was found in a highly satisfactory condition. The patients 
are comfortably provided for. To a large extent the arrangements are 
such as are to be found in a well-appointed private residence. 

I entered notes of the mental condition of several patients in the 
Patients’ Book. Some of the ladies are at present passing through 
attacks of excitement, but all conducted themselves wonderfully well. 

No change has been made in the administration of religion. 

The staff continues numerically the same. 

The books and registers were examined. The Case-book, as heretofore, 
does much credit to Dr. Eustace, junior. 

15th May, 1896. 


IGHFIELD. 

Inspected on 
31st Dec., 
1896. 

Numbers. 

Death. 

Health. 

Conduct. 

Restraint. 


HIGHFIELD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Frequent visits have been paid to this licensed house during the year, 
jut the last report is dated 15th May. Since then 2 ladies have been 
admitted, 2 have been discharged, and 1 has died. The death is 
returned as due to erysipelas and pneumonia. One voluntary patient is 
stated to have been admitted and discharged. 

The general health appeared wonderfully good, although one or two 
of the ladies are old and feeble. At present one case is passing through 
a period of recurrent excitement ; but, with this exception, the conduct 
of the inmates was excellent. 

Restraint has been had recourse to in the case of two ladies by 
causing them to wear a dress with long sleeves fastened to their sides, 
on diflerent occasions, and another lady has been restrained by leather 
gauntlets at frequent intervals since September. 
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The house was, as usual, in excellent order, neatly and comfortably Hicufibcp- 
furnished, and presented all the appearance of a private dwelling- 0onilitio „ o( 

house. „ . x lwuse - 

I saw the patients at lunch. Every attention would appear to Scrvice of 
be given to the service of the meals, so that the patients are sur- meals, 
rounded with all the comforts they enjoyed when at home. 

Associated entertainments have been provided for the Christmas Amusement 
festival. Ten ladies are able to be taken out for drives. and exercise. 

The ministration of religion continues as heretofore. The clergyman Religion, 
from Drumeondra attends once a month, and prayers are read by Dr. 

Eustace every Sunday. I am certainly of opinion that, considering the 
mental condition of some of the patients, more frequent visits of a 
minister of religion would be most beneficial, and that Dr. Eustace 
cannot be considered an efficient substitute. Three ladies are able to 
attend the service of the parish Church. „ kl 

The books and registers were examined by me. These are carefully 
kept, with the exception of the Medical Journal. The Case book, as 
usual, reflects great credit on Dr. If. M. Eustace. 

31st December, 1896. 


LIND VTLLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. Lindviixe. 

Inspected on 

I visited this institution to-day and saw all the patients (14 ladies 

and 7 gentlemen) resident. 

There have been 6 admissions (5 ladies and 1 gentleman) since last N lim bers. 
visit. One lady has died and 1 has been sent to the district asylum, 
while one gentleman has been discharged recovered. 

There are no other changes to record since last inspection. No changes. 

12th June, 1896. 


LINDVILLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. Lindyili.k 

Inspected on 

On my visit to this licensed house I find that no change has taken place 2 ndOct. ) 
as regards numbers since the last inspection on the 12tli June — no one ' 
lias been admitted or discharged, and there has been no death, lumbers. 
Seven gentlemen and 14 ladies are, therefore, the numbers at present 
residing in the institution. 

One of the ladies is now much improved, and will shortly be re- Condition of 
moved by her friends ; but in most of the other cases there does not P atlont:; - 
appear to be much hope ol ultimate recovery. 

The greater number of patients were within doors at the time of 
my visit; a few ladies were in the airing court at the back and 
one gentleman was out in front. They were very clean, but I should Clothing, 
like to see greater neatness and more personal attention on the part 
of the attendants, to the dress of the ladies in many cases. 

Four gentlemen and three ladies go out driving' once a week, and Exercise, 
throe gentlemen are able to take country walks, but as yet none of the 
ladies have been allowed this liberty. I think it might be possible to 
send one or two in charge of a nurse for short walks in the country. 
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Lindvii.lb. 

Condition of 
house. 

Improvements 

required. 


Religious 

ministration. 


Staff. 

Employment 

and 

amusements. 

Books. 

No restraint or 
soclueion. 


Some of the bedrooms hare been papered and painted but ti 
rooms should be kept in better order. ' It is impossible that room bT 
be properly kept which are used as sitting-rooms by day and assCII 
rooms by night. Improvements and repairs are called for in S 
instances. In some of the rooms the floors require to be renewed TI 
windows should be made to open from the bottom, and the airing conrh 
in the / ere sbo 1 uld be P r °P erl y laid and kept in order as ™ 
grounds, and clothes should not be hung out to dry in them so C 
they are occupied by the patients. ° as 

. Th ““ U fi 0US ™nts°fthe inmates appear to be carefully attended 
to Catholic and Protestant chaplains visit once a week and minister 
to those capable of receiving their attentions. 

The staff consists of three male and four female attendants 

Hie ladies employ themselves at sewing and the gentlemen amuse 
themsdves, as far as they are capable of doing so, with papers and 

The books and registers are properly kept, with the exception of He 
Case-book, which is not posted up. The records show that neither 
restraint nor seclusion has been resorted to. 

2nd October, 1896. 


St. John 
op God. 
Inspected on 
21st April, 
1896. 

Numbers. 


HOUSE OP ST. JOHN- OF GOD PRIVATE ASVLUM. 


Deaths. 

Health. 


Recent 

admissions. 


Restraint and 
seclusion. 


eatesfand q i * t i°' da7 f t nS mstituti on 65 gentlemen under certifi- 
cates, and 9 boarders who are not detained under any form of legal 

nkbi'ed to m 16 +w leaVe WieU they wish ' 0ne of these lato oom- 
an T hp ? f he ^ aS “ 0t alWed out exoe P‘ wte n accompanied by 
rules of fb nt t Tr°, Prl0r ’ h °7 ever > explained that this is one of the 
f . tbe establishment which must be adhered to. 

lhe following changes are reported to have taken place amongst the 
certraed nimates since the last visit on the 7th December, 
tw's l 1 6 gentlemen have been admitted ; 11 have been discharged (of 
these 8 l' ad recovered); 1 patient is absent on probation ; and 3 have 
niS it . due to disease of the brain, and 1 to 

been n 11 '° , S omac fi; dbe l“ ea lth of the patients is reported to have 

anv rleoH U i eilt ’ . no , e P ldemlc dls ease has appeared, nor has there been 
any death by suicide or misadventure. 

Prior reports that admissions have of late been of a very trouble- 

°1 !T. u dls ® a3e evidenced by great mental excitement and 

tw/J “ aded vi*u ltS ' 1 llaVe ,,ecorded ia the Patients’ Book, however, 
two cases in which a marked improvement is observed. 

' c r e g ls * ei o mechanical restraint and seclusion would show that 
v S?t fm T Jl had been fre quently resorted to since the last 
lT orrZ 8 e ™ having been restrained by the strait jacket on 
oLWSt ° ne T ? " < l ca81 ? n3 1 and tteee on 1 occasion each ; whilst 
• I*. vas secluded m his room on 18 occasions ; cue on 12 occa- 
„ I V .? °, n occasions ; one on 3 occasions; one on 2 occasions; 
and 4 patienta on 1 occasion each. 

°f e P atient confined to bed at the time of my visit. He is 
E* treatment in his bed on account of excitement and refusal 

C ' 110 . iei P a tient is in seclusion, suffering from an attack of 

recurrent mania. ° 
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As pointed out in previous reports, greater neatness in the dress of St. John 
some of the gentlemen would be desirable, but in an institution such as 01 God - 
this, where patients (some of them prone to most filthy habits) are Clothing 
taken at very low rates of board, it is impossible, in many eases, to 
obtain from the friends a proper supply of new clothes when the old 
are worn out. The suggestion that the clothes should in the first 
instance be supplied by the institution, and afterwards charged to the 
friends, which, if carried out would meet the difficulty, would, it is 
feared, entail great trouble in consequence of the difficulties which 
would arise in obtaining re-payment. 

The dayrooms and corridors were found in good order. The bed- Condition of 
moms supply excellent accommodation for the class of patients under iouM - 
ore. 

I saw the gentlemen at dinner in their dining-room. The meal Dinner, 
was decently served, and was ample in quantity, consisting of roast 
mutton, pudding, and fruit — and seemed to be heartily relished. 

As regard amusements — magic lantern and theatrical performances Amusements, 
are provided in the recreation rooms attached to the building. The 
supply of books and papers seemed sufficient. Eighteen gentlemen are Exercise, 
able to go for extended walks in the country, and Cl walk round the 
grounds. 

So alteration lias taken place in the numerical strength of the staff, Staff, 
which consists of the brethren and six paid attendants. 

About fifty patients attend Mass in the Chapel attached to the Divine Service, 
institution. 

I examined the books and registers which are carefully kept. Booke. 

21st April, 1896. 


HOUSE OF ST. JOHN OF GOD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 


The accommodation is again being increased at this institution, and 


atensive works are at present being carried out to provide a new 
ittiug-room, dining-room, smoking-room, and bathroom for the more 


St. John 
ok God. 
Inspected on 
2nd Dec., 


1896. 


mublesome class of patients ; and the laundry is being fitted up with 
"ichmeiy. 


Extension of 
accommodation 


here are at present resident 7 9 certified patients, and 9 voluntary Statistics, 
[flamers. One of these latter whom I saw does not appear to have 
I C1 . 011 * i cental power to understand his position, as he is suffering 
l0IU lncura ble brain disease, and should be certified for. 


The following changes have taken place since the last inspection : — 


fliere 


were then (21st April) 66 patients on the register. Since that 


L^ 6 ’ have been admitted, 15 have been discharged, of whom 10 were 
■Covered, and 4 have died. 

The causes of death were as follows : — 

Cancer of throat, ... .1 

Paralysis and old age, . . .2 

General paralysis, . . . .1 

,'eneral 1 sc ^ ent, ihic interest to observe the number of cases of 

paralysis which are now sent for treatment to this institution. 


P 2 


Casesof general 
paralysis. 
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St. John of 
God. 

Restraint and 
seclusion. 


Staff. 


Employment. 


Amusements. 
Divine Service. 

Condition of 
house. 


Condition of 

patients. 

Clothing. 

Books. 


Resident 
Medical Officer 
required. 


St. Patrick’s 
Hospital. 
Inspected on 
17th Dec., 
1896. 

Numbers. 

Rates of 
payment. 


Necessity for 
such 

institutions. 


The employment of restraint would appear to have been as follows 
In 1 case, 3 times for six hours each time, to prevent the patient biting 
his fingers ; in 1 case, on one occasion for two hours, on account of 
maniacal excitement ; in 1 case, 4 times to prevent depraved habits; in 
1 case, 7 times during the night, to prevent injury to the patient’s head 
against the bed in epileptic seizures ; in 1 case, 4 times for 6 or 8 houis 
each time, to prevent suicidal attempts ; and in 1 case for tliree-anda- 
half days to prevent the removal of surgical dressings. 

Seclusion has been resorted to in 12 cases on 74 occasions. 

These modes of treatment appear to have been more frequently ki] 
recourse to than is generally the custom in asylums of the present day. 
Perhaps with a stronger staff it might be found possible to supervise the 
patients without using mechanical restraint so frequently. 

The number of paid attendants is now 8 ; and the brotherhood number 
20, who not alone act as attendants on the insane during the day, but 
carry out all the executive work of the institution. 

Twelve patients are now said to employ themselves at useful work, 
either about the house or on the farm. As pointed out in previous 
reports on this house, it is a very difficult matter to persuade this class 
of patients to engage in any sort of employment, as the greater number 
were never accustomed to manual labour. 

Sixty-six patients are able to attend the concerts given in the hall: 
and sixty attend Mass in the Chapel attached to the institution. 

The general sitting-room is at present somewhat overcrowded, and the 
ventilation of the old rooms on the ground floor requires improvement, 
but these defects will be remedied when the new wing is opened. 

The bedrooms were found in good order, and the temperature, in all 
parts of the house heated by hot water, appeared sufficiently warm. 

The patients were fairly clean and neat in their persons, but in some 
cases the clothing would require to be renewed ; as explained in former 
reports, it is difficult to obtain from the friends, in many cases, a prop 1 ' 
supply of clothing. 

I examined the various books and registers. The Case-book docs great 
credit to the Visiting Physician, who is able to find time, notwithstand- 
ing his multifarious duties and extensive practice, to make entries in if 
I must, however, repeat the remark so frequently made in these report, 
that in an institution, which is so rapidly increasing, with such frequent 
admissions of acute patients requiring constant supervision, a resident 
physician ought to be in charge. 

2nd December, 1896. 


ST. PATRICK’S HOSPITAL, DUBLIN. 

On my visit to this hospital I find the names of 90 patients at 
present on the books of the establishment — 35 males and 01 female 5 
Since the last visit, just a year ago, there have been 28 admissions - 
11 gentlemen and 17 ladies; 10 discharges — 2 gentlemen and 8 ladies, 
and 8 deaths — 4 of each sex. 

From the returns shown to me, I find that of the number resident, 
16 pay nothing ; 43 are partially free, paying from £9 to F r 
annum; whilst 37 pay £60, or above that sum, which is taken ay 11 
absolute cost of maintenance. i have much pleasure in noting 
figures in order to show that the hospital is doing charitable work fj» r * 
class who would otherwise be unable to contribute sufficient for 
support in a private asylum, and that it is not a charitable kospi 
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oily in name. B is Slldl i nstitutions that are wante(1 1,1 Ireland, S-r. Pateiok' 

where poor lunatics who have seen better days, and who have no other L ' 

plncc to go to in this country, might receive care and treatment. At 

the same time, if we compare the accommodation here provided for the 

iusane with that now afforded by other similarly endowed institutions 

in other countries, we cannot but regret that greater efforts have not 

been made to render St. Patrick’s better fitted to take its place amongst 

the lunatic hospitals of the present day, as it would now have proved 

of much greater service to the insane of Ireland, and would have 

been able to extend its shelter to many who have to go elsewhere 

for treatment. ,, ,,, 

Two ladies only are confined to bed, and the general health of the Health, 
institution is excellent ] though there are many old and feeble patients, 
may of them suffering from advanced brain disease, but these are 
able to be up, at any rate, for a time every day. 

One sudden death is recorded, in which case a coroner’s inquest Deaths, 
was held, the verdict being that death resulted from “ fatty heart. 

The remaining deaths resulted from causes usually to be found in the 
mortality of such an institution. Attempted 

Two attempts at suicide are recorded. In one case, a lady attempted 
to throw herself out of a window, seriously wounding her face and 
kills. In the other, when at a picnic, one of the party ot ladies 
salltod into the sea when the attendant’s attention was otherwise 
engaged. Fortunately, the shore was very shallow, and the patient 
was brought back without difficulty. 

Amongst the patients are 2 epileptics (1 male and 1 female) ; whilst Condition. 

I 1 men and 2 women are returned as suffering from general paralysis 

of the insane. , , 

Many of the patients in this institution are very old, very trouble- 
some, and of very unclean habits, and require the greatest attention 
and careful nursing to keep them as clean and tidy as they ought to oe. 

I have, therefore, great pleasure in bearing testimony to the care and 
attention bestowed on them, and I think the greatest credit is due to 
the staff for their condition. The sheets and blankets were also very 
clean, and the bedding well looked after, but no attempt has been made 
to render tlie apartments occupied by these patients more suitable foi 
their habitation. . 

It does not appear that any of the suggestions made in our annual 
reports have received attention from the managing Committee, 1 renovation, 
nevertheless our duty to go on from year to year calling attention to the 
very obvious requirements of the hospital. I have, therefore, only to 
repeat the words used in last year’s report that “ Many of the single 
rooms occupied by the troublesome and dirty patients stand sadly in need of 
renovation. Having in view the very degraded habits of some, of the 
old inmates of the establishment, and the desirability of rendering the 
rooms occupied by them as easily cleaned and ventilated as possible, 
nothing can be worse than their present condition, with worn and un- 
even floors, and rough unplastered walls. It is impossible to keep such 
rooms free from smell.” These remarks would appear to deserve some 
•attention from the directors of such an institution, who, it woulc >e 
imagined, must be anxious to minister to the health and well-being o 
fheir patients ; to improve the condition of their establishment ; ^nd o 
assist their staff in keeping the structure in proper order. Still, from 
year to year, I find these rooms left in the same unsuitable condition ; 
their floors worn, and their walls rough, with the same deficient means 
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whae the improvements required are simple, anti could L 
■ earned out at a comparatively trivial outlay * u ^ >} 


Restraint and 
seclusion. 


Records. 


Amusement 
and exercise. 


Employment. 


U ,, . \ ' uiioiay, 

nf iv St + 1 i amt and seclusion vonld appear to have been resorted t* 
but of this there is no record exeenf in tlio 0 i , > , ty 

z 

n . . . ^ treatment! 3 W ^ -feguarl k 

neServ.ce. The “Ration of religion is carried out as described in last year’s 
f ?? 4, Sl f gentlemen and 9 ladies attended Divine Service wfet 1 
ladies are able to attend Service at a neighbouring Church 

of the 0 SeK for dr? d W ° uW appear to me ^equate. Several 

Zo^Zt:Tr ght 7 the tIleatl ' e - Associated enSen:, 

anous SOI ts are frequently grven either for dancing or music 

in de™fn?L e 7a2 ment l ! ”“/* “ cl 3 females attends 

themselves in the garde. 

return having regard totf 1 1 ^ m 'i ia4 4,6 cons ^ ere, i a satisfactory 
to manual laboured ^ f. patle , nts "-ho were never accustomed 
The statfin actual cl ° Jf, 1 - y limited space for outdoor occupation, 
charge and 4 ordforrt T P “ C ° Usists on female side of! 

four charge nm« 7 h \ ’ W 7 St 0n the femaIe sido there “» 

in cleaning the mol ' ~,i mf eis : Of these latter, many are occupied 

LTni - * T 7’ “gtt stuff comrists of I male attendant 
both by dav and nigl u I UI J k tbat an adcilt ion to the male stafi 

to the necessitt of w0llItl . 1 ? e beneficial, especially having regard 
leave orTSST" ** ” ieS — by abLJ on 

foAEtlblishmeut of” 1 '* 8 10 pUr ° h “ e an estate “ the country, suitable 
ful. It is to be h me I +? les * denc e, have not as yet been success- 

consideration hST 1 ihai .^Committee who have this matter under 
t,rt7ofes and^ ^U determmed to carry out the scheme when upper- 
Hospital where the „ ? stablls ’! 1 a suitable auxiliary to St. Patrick's 
17th December, 1896!™ S ^ the benefit of tlle countl 'y air ' 


Staff. 


Proposed 

country- 

auxiliary. 


St. Vincent's 
Inspected on 
18th Dec.. 
1896. 

lumbers. 


ST. VINCENT’S INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE. 

1895 the^following^r t0 Iuuatio hospital, on the 27th Decembe 
’ tJle foIlowin g changes have taken place 
There were then resident. 

Admitted since, 

Discharged recovered, 

Discharged unrecovered, 

Died, 


105 ladies. 
19 „ 

10 „ 

4 „ 


of whom 1 • 0n re s ister at this date . 102 ; 

ot whom I IS absent on trial. ’ 

into conversatr 1011 * 8 reSid6nt> a “ d 8poke to a11 who wished to mter 
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TilO general health seemed very good, only 3 patients being confined St. Vincent's. 

to _ ITealth. 

The following are given as tlie causes of the 8 deaths which have Deaths, 
occurred during the past year : — Heart disease, syncope, diarrhoea, 
mitral valve disease, congestion of the lungs, pericarditis, debility, and 
exhaustion. 

The returns of restraint and seclusion show that 8 patients were Restraint and 
restrained : — 1 on five occasions, 1 on two occasions, and the remainder seclusion, 
on one occasion each, for periods varying from one to twelve hours. In 
all cases the instrument used was a strait jacket. One patient was 
secluded in her room for a period of six hours. 

All the ladies were indoors on the occasion of my visit, as the Employment, 
weather was very inclement. Many were occupied at needlework, and 
the returns show that about 60 interest themselves in some industrial Exercise, 
pursuit. When the weather permits 34 ladies are taken for walks or 
drives beyond the grounds. 

It is needless to say that the ministration of religion receives most DivineService. 
careful attention. Frequent services are held in the chapel attached to 
the institution on Sundays and holidays, at which 72 patients on an 
average attend. Theatrical and other associated entertainments are 
being instituted for tlie Christmas festivities. A fair number of amus- Amusement, 
iug books and papers are supplied for the use of the patients in the 
wards. 

The staff now consists of 22 paid attendants and 2 night nurses, staff, 
whilst the supervision exercised by the Sisterhood continues unchanged. 

The structural additions, consisting of a detached block to accom- Additional 
modate about 30 patients, have not yet been handed over for the use accommoda- 
of the inmates, although the buildings are stated to be approaching tion - 
completion. When this additional accommodation is occupied it is 
intended to provide a more suitable day room for the more troublesome 
patients, as suggested in former reports. 

1 trust that the recommendation made last year — viz., that a system Heating, 
of artificial heating should be provided for some of the dormitories and 
single rooms— will not be forgotten. The want of some means other 
than open fireplaces of warming some of the sleeping-rooms must be 
much felt by the occupants during the cold season. 

The books and registers were examined, and found to be entered up Booka. 
to the present date. 

18th December, 1896. 


STEWART INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE. Stewart 

Institution. 

There are at present in this establishment 50 inmates (25 gentlemen ^t^Dec.^ 11 
&ml 25 ladies), classified as private patients. In addition there are 1896. 

old patients (3 women and 1 man) who are denominated Government - — 

patients, and who are the survivors of the occupants of the Richmond stat tics * 
cells. These numbers are exclusive of the imbecile boys, for whose care 
6 ms titution is principally maintained. 
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Stewart Amongst tlie private patients the following changes have taken nhee 
Institution. s i nce the last visit : — 


— 

To'al. 

Males. 

females 

There were then on the register, . 

53 

30 

28 

Admitted since 

15 

6 

fl 

Discharged recovered, ..... 

y 

4 


Discharged unrecovered, .... 

5 

3 

2 

Died, . 


4 

5 


Deaths. The causes of death are returned as follows : — 


Senile decay, . . .3 cases 

Gangrene of leg, . . . 1 case. 

Phthisis, . . . 1 „ 

Pneumonia, .... 2 cases. 

Epilepsy, .... 1 case, 

Bronchitis, . . . 1 „ 


Health. 

Case unsuit- 
able fur 
treatment. 


Restraint. 


Conduct. 


Employment. 


Exercise. 


Amusement. 


DivineService 


The general health of both ladies and gentlemen appeared excellent. 
Only 3 ladies were confined to bed. One old lady remains in bed of 
her own accord, but I found a young lady who is kept in her room on 
account of her violence and excitement. Tt certainly would be for her 
benefit, and, I think, for the advantage of the institution, if she were 
removed elsewhere, as the staff of this establishment is quite unequal to 
deal with troublesome patients. 

Restraint has been used in the treatment of 1 lady and 1 gentleman. 
The gentleman was received as a voluntary boarder, and was perfectly 
able to control his actions during the day, but was troublesome at 
night. On its being pointed out that a voluntary boarder could not be 
so treated he was sent away. 

Both ladies and gentlemen were remarkably orderly and well-behaved. 
I was glad to find a marked improvement in the mental condition of 
one gentleman, and I was given to understand that in a few days he 
will be discharged to the care of his brother. 

From the return made to me I find that 4 male patients do some 
house work, 5 females assist in cleaning the dormitories, and 4 employ 
themselves at needlework and knitting. It is to be regretted that none 
of the gentlemen can be induced to employ themselves in outdoor work. 
Efforts should be made to induce them to work in the garden or on the 
farm. 

All the gentlemen go for daily walks, morning and evening, and 
twenty of the females take similar exercise in charge of attendants. 
On special occasions, such as reviews, &c., excursions are made to the 
park. 

There is a weekly dance at which about ten men, and nearly all the 
females attend. A fair library has now been provided in the wards, 
besides which there is a weekly supply of books from a circulating 
library. The daily and weekly illustrated papers are also provided for 
the amusement of the patients. Four gentlemen are allowed to wander, 
on parole , about the grounds unattended. 

A clergyman attends every Sunday, holding a service in the large 
dining-room, at which fifteen of each sex usually attend ; while two 
gentlemen, in charge of an attendant, go out to Mass in the neighbour- 
ing Catholic Church. 
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The male staff now consists of one head attendant, three attendants, Stewart 
and one nurse. On the female side there is a matron, who has had I- ss ™’°ti o>-. 
hospital training, and five nurses. _ Staff. 

The extensive structural alterations at present being carried out must 
during their progress, impose additional care and labour on the staff. ^““°“® s alld 
These alterations consist in the erection of new sanitary blocks on the ' 
male and female corridors, which will certainly add much to the health 
and happiness of the inmates, and render the accommodation for private 
patients more in accordance with the surroundings usually provided for 
this class of the insane. Additional accommodation has also been 
obtained, as a separate residence has now been provided for the Medical 
Superintendent, and some of the rooms formerly occupied by him have 
been allocated for the use of the private insane patients. 

The various books and registers are kept up to date. Books. 

29th December, 1896. 


VERVJLLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. lifted on 

On visiting this licensed house, I find 23 ladies in residence. 17l jg^ s ' 5 

Since last visit, 10 have been admitted, 5 have been discharged 

recovered, 2 have been removed to other asylums, and 1 has died. Numbers. 

The death was the result of bronchitis and heart failure. Death. 


At the present time, all appear in fairly good health, with the Health, 
exception of one or two patients, feeble through old age, or from bodily 
disease ; but no one is confined to bed, and there has been no outbreak 
of contagious disease. 

All the patients were clean and tidy in their dress ; they were found General 
sitting in their day-rooms, as the day was wet, with the exception of condition, 
two who were in their bedrooms — one because she won’t leave her own 
room and mix with the rest, and the other because she is considered too 
noisy and violent to associate with the other patients. She has a nurse 
constantly with her, but it is unfortunate (if it could be avoided) to have 
patients in the rooms during the day which they occupy again during 
the night. 

Since last visit, only one patient has been restrained in bed, by a Restraint 
sheet, for six hours by day, and six by night. 

Drives in the country take place once a week, and eight patients are txercise. 
considered fit to take part in these excursions, to various places of 
iuterest in the neighbourhood. Once a week, six ladies go for walks in 
the country, and walking parties, in which the greater number of the 
patients join, go out twice a day round the grounds. A fair supply ot 
books and newspapers was found in the wards. A clergyman attends Divine Service, 
on Sundays and holidays to celebrate Mass. There are only two 
Protestant patients, who refuse to attend to any religious ministration. 

The rooms are now fairly well painted and papered, and painting is Renovations, 
at present going on outside. 

The sleeping accommodation has in most cases been converted into Sleeping 
small dormitories, in which four or five patients sleep. The beds and £5 < ^ Mnmo( * a 
bedding are clean and comfortable. 

The books and registers were found kept up to date, and I entered Books- 
Notes concerning certain patients in whom a change had taken place, in 
the “ Patient’s Book.” 


17th August, 1896. 
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Verville. 
Inspected on 
30th Dec., 
1896. 

Numbers. 

Death. 

Condition and 
conduct. 


Patients con- 
stantly in one 
room. 


Exercise. 


Restraint. 


Religion. 

Beds. 


Additional 

accommoda- 

tion. 

Books. 
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VERVILLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

This licensed house was last visited on the 17th August Sin™ n 
4 ladies have been admitted; 2 have been discharged; and one t 
died— leaving 24 names on the books of the establishment The death 
is returned as due to acute congestion of the lungs and heart failure 

The ladies appeared to be in good bodily health, they were fairly neat 
and tidy in their appearance ; and their behaviour during my visit » 
wonderfully good. As the day was wet, they were found in their 
sitting-rooms, with two exceptions, one of whom (to whose case attention 
was called m last report) refuses to leave her room ; the other, ayoun" 
girl lately admitted, was sitting in the same bedroom. I must reseat 
the remarks made in last entry, that I think it most unfortunate that 
the bedrooms should be used as sitting-rooms, if it can be avoided 
During this inclement weather, much outdoor exercise is impossible,' 
walk WaS aS ™ red thatwhelle ™' ^ fine the ladies are taken out to 

The records show that one lady was restrained on 3 occasions by 
being tied in an armchair with a sheet, while another lady was tied 
m her bed ior a nay and a night in a similar manner. 

The ministration of religion continues as described in former reports. 

The beds and bedding are of good quality, and well kept, and the 
bedrooms, which are now almost entirely utilised as dormitories, are 
in good order, and provide reasonable accommodation for the class 
tor which they are intended. 

I am informed that it is proposed to erect new sitting-rooms and 
muci°™5 ac,dltl0nal accommodation of this sort is certainly very 

I have signed the statutory books, all of which are kept up to date. 

31st December, 1896. 


Woodbine 
Lodgb. 
Inspected on 
20th April, 
1890. 

Numbers. 

Health. 

Exercise. 


Trained nurse 
obtained. 


General 

condition. 

Books. 

Religion. 


WOODBINE LODGE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

On my visit to-day I find seven ladies resident, one having been 
removed, and one admitted since I was last here. The last admission 
now appears free from any form of mental excitement, and I hope 
may be soon discharged from certificate. 

All the patients appear in excellent health, with the exception of 
wo old ladies who suffer from the chronic disease natural to advanced 
' Vll ° are a ^he to take any form of exercise (4) go out to 
walk at least once a day, unless the weather is wet. 

1 am glad to say that Mrs. Bishop lias now obtained the services 
ot a trained nurse, who will, I am sure, do much to improve the care 
and advance the happiness of the patients. 

.... were neatly dressed, and their hair properly looked after, 
ike sittmgroom and bedrooms are clean, and neatly kept. 

4 examined the books and registers. 

4.1 T '^° ladies no ' r attend the parish Church in charge of the nurse; 
the clergyman visits once a month. 

The Visiting Physician visits once a week, and makes a formal 
inspection once a month. 

20th April, 1896. 
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Woodbine 

WOODBINE LODGE PRIVATE ASYLUM. Lodge. 

On. my visit I find the numbers still the same. One patient has 3 ist Dec., 
been admitted, and one discharged. All are in good health, and 1896. 
seem to be well taken care of. 

As the weather is very wet, only the younger ladies are able to Number8, 
take much exercise. _ All were found sitting in their sitting-room. Gc " e . r fc al 
They were neat and tidy in their persons and dress. ton 1 l0Q ' 

Two ladies still attend the parish Church, and the clergyman visits Religion, 
about once a month. 

The bedrooms are clean and well ventilated. Bedrooms. 

The books and registers are kept up to date. The notes in the Books. 
Case-book are now entered by the Visiting Physician. 

31st December, 1896. 


Ballymena 

BALLYMENA WORKHOUSE. Workhouse. 

Inspected on 

At this date there are 56 male and 56 female lunatics in the Bally- ’ 

mena Workhouse, maintained under contract with the Board of ’ 

Governors of the Belfast District Asylum, under the provisions of the Statistics. 

Act 38 & 39 Vic., c. 67, section 9. 

There are also resident 20 males and 15 females, inmates of the 
imbecile wards, chargeable to the union. These are not detained 
under any legal authority, but were admitted to the workhouse in the 
first instance as destitute persons. 

The following changes have taken place during the past year 
amongst the male and female lunatics : — Seven men and 4 women were 
sent clown from the Belfast Asylum ; 3 men and 1 woman were removed 
by friends, or sent back to the asylum ; 3 men and 3 women died. The Deaths, 
following are stated to have been the causes of death, viz. : — 

2 died of consumption , 

1 ,, cancer; 

1 „ inflammation of the lungs ; 

2 „ senile debility and exhaustion. 

the male lunatics would appear to be well cared for ; they were Condition of 
clean and tidy in their dress, and all appear to be suitable cases for malu luuatica - 
care in a workhouse ; none were dangerous, troublesome, or of unclean 
habits ; only one is confined to bed, and he suffers from a trivial 
ailment. 

The charge attendant’s report book shows that 8 are employed at Employment, 
housework, 1 2 on the farm, and 1 as a shoemaker. 

Almost all the inmates of the ward walk round the farm at least Exercise, 
once a week, and 25 of them are able to attend their respective places of Religious 
worship on Sundays. ministration. 

The condition of the females was not so satisfactory. For some Condition 
line past a vacancy has existed on the female staff, and it has been feraal . e 
°nnd impossible to obtain a suitable person for the post. As there uuatlC8 ' 

? e at P^sent only two nurses to look after 56 female lunatics, some of 
em troublesome and requiring constant supervision, every excuse 
junst be made for any shortcomings. I found many of the females in 
e .y ! lying on the ground, or crowding in the corners— untidy in 
eir dress, and with dishevelled hair. 
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1 ppendice to Forty-sixth Report on District , Criminal, [App. F. 

The following is the return of employment from the charge attend- 
ant’s report book : — 

5 work in the laundry ; 

3 knit ; 

3 scrub ; 

1 sews. 

One patient only is confined to bed ; 7 are of unclean habits ; 20 
are able to attend Divine Service. 

Since the last inspection many improvements have been made or are 
contemplated in these wards : — 

(1.) Hair mattresses are about to be provided in place of the straw 
ticks. I would suggest that at the same time wire-woven bottoms 
be provided for the beds. This would obviate the necessity of 
supplying palliasses, would be found more comfortable, would be 
cleaner, and would save trouble and expense. 

(2.) An improved scale of dietary has been introduced. This scale 
is most suitable to the wants and tastes of the inmates, and 
provides a wholesome variety in their meals. 

(3.) Plates, dishes, and tablecloths are now provided, and I hope 
before long to find that knives and forks have been supplied, so 
that due propriety may be observed in the service of the meals. 

(4.) Report books have been for some time kept by the charge 
attendants on each side. Perhaps if books with printed headings 
were provided they would prove of greater use. 

(5.) Thermometers are now placed in each room. A daily record 
of the temperature should be kept by the charge attendant so as 
to show that sufficient warmth is maintained in winter. 

As regards the idiot wards, I find that the condition of the females 
is much improved. These inmates have now been removed, into a new 
ward close to the block appropriated to the female lunatics received 
from Belfast. This new ward consists of a very suitable dormitory 
adjoining the yard. In addition there is a clay-room or diningroom 
with a flagged floor. The water closet opens off the dormitory, and the 
bath is in an outer room, but adjoining the ward. The dormitory is 
still supplied with the old “ harrow ” bedsteads. I would suggest that 
new bedsteads with wire bottoms and hair mattresses should be obtained. 
Perhaps if the guardians would make the experiment of beeswaxing and 
polishing the floor of this room they would find it would preserve the 
floor and add to the health and happiness of the inmates by doing away 
with the wet and damp which must result from constant scrubbing. 

As regards the occupants of the ward, all are fairly clean and tidy, 
and appear to be well looked after. Five of them are epileptics and 
two of unclean habits. Four are employed at washing and two sew and 
knit. Only two deaths are said to have taken place since the last visit, 
one was caused by syncope and one by epilepsy. 

The inmates of the male idiot ward now number twenty. Two men 
lately admitted would seem scarcely suitable for care in such a place. 
They should either be sent to the asylum or, if not considered insane, 
discharged. The rest appeared to be fairly clean and tidy. One is 
epileptic and three are of unclean habits, four work on the farm and six 
are engaged at house work. A paid attendant is in charge of them. 
Their accommodation consists of two dormitories, three cells containing 
five beds, and a room utilised as a day-room and dining-room. *- ^ 
room and the three cells have flagged floors. These latter I would as' 
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the guardians to look at, and I think they will agree with met that they 

are cold, damp, and repulsive— ill-suited for the use of these helpless 

human beings. No bath is provided for tills department. No bath. 

Since the” last inspection the following changes have taken place Statistics 
anion "st these male imbeciles:— The number then resident was 17. 
Twenty-three have been since admitted, 19 have been removed, and 
1 has died. The cause of death was heart disease. The numerous Numerous 
changes which have taken place in the population of this ward during ch -"' ses - 
the past year are remarkable, as amongst inmates suffering from suc.i 
hopeless forms of disease, so many admissions and discharges would 

scarcely be expected. . , 

The following are matters which I would submit for the consideration Suggestions. 

of the guardians : — 

(1.) That the cells in the male idiot wards should be done away 

"'(•l) That a fixed bath, with a hot and cold water supply, should 
be provided for this class. 

(3.) When going through the apartments appropriated to the 
male lunatics from Belfast, I found the floor of one of the dormi- 
tories stained by the night bucket, and was informed that no 
chamber utensils are provided for any of the insane inmates, i 
trust the guardians will see their way to provide delf chambers 
for the use of these people, as such appliances tend to foster habits 
of decency and cleanliness ; and are supplied in every modern 
establishment for the insane. 

(4.) The indoor water closets in the lunatic department are 
still within the same building, and only partitioned off from the 
rooms occupied by the insane, and ventilated into them. I think 
these should, if possible, bo removed. 

(5 ) The pattern of water closet in use throughout the building 
is of an old and obsolete type, and should, where possible, bo 
replaced by apparatus of a more suitable and sanitary kind. 

I would suggest for the consideration of the Board of Guardians that 
an effort might be made to assimilate the treatment and care of the 
lunatics aiuf idiots in this workhouse by giving the same food and 
clothiim to all, and by having one official responsible on each side for 
the care of all the inmates of unsound mind. Above all I would urge 
on the 'guardians the necessity of appointing, both for males and females, 
at least one official to be responsible for the safety of those inmates 
during the night. On the female side, the wards for the lunatics and 
imbeciles adjoin, and by opening a door from one to the other, tne 
treatment of both classes could be assimilated during the day, and by 
night one official could take charge of both dvisions. On the male 
side, owing to the distance between the two departments, this would 
be impossible, but perhaps some arrangement might be arrived at 
by which both classes could be brought nearer together. 

During my visit I was accompanied by the Master, who seems to 
have a thorough knowledge of the insane inmates under his charge, 
and to be assiduous in his care of them. 

31st July, 1896 
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Appendix to Forty-sixth Report on District, Criminal, [Apr, F 
BELFAST WORKHOUSE. 

There are at present in the separate building erected for the care of 
the insane in this workhouse, 423 inmates (175 males and 248 femalesl 
Unfortunately no separate book is kept recording the names, or g'ivint 
any particulars of the admissions, discharges, or deaths. Separate and 
very useful reports are kept by the charge attendants of each ward for the 
night, as well as for the day, but I think registers such as I have alluded 
to would be found most useful, and most important as records of the 
history of the establ ishment. In the absence of such books, it is difficult 
to ascertain the various changes which have taken place amongst the 
patients during the past year. The following, however, is the return of 
the admissions, discharges, and deaths since the 1st January, 1896 
Admissions, • . . 73 

Discharges, . ^ 

Deaths, ... 39 

The following is a return of the causes of death 


Phthisis, . 
Exhaustion, 

Debilily, . 

Cerebral degeneration, 
Congestion of lungs, 
Cellulitis of leg, 
Cardiac disease, 
Ciincer, 

Apoplexy, 

Diarrhoea, 

Total, . 


- 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 


6 

5 

11 


5 

7 

12 


1 

6 



— 

2 

2 


— 

I 

1 


— 

1 

1 


1 

1 

2 


— 

1 

1 


— 

1 

1 


1 

— 

1 


14 

25 

39 


None of the causes of death call for any special remarks : all appear 
to have been from natural disease : none were due to epidemic out- 
creaks, suicides, or accident. 

Comparing the rate of mortality with previous years, we find that up 
l “ P resont the numbers of deaths are at a ratio corresponding 
th those for the year before, and much below those lor previous years. 

rw/l® • Van- ^ ears ’ we flnd that iu 189 * there were 103 

deaths, in 189o, /9 deaths, and in 1896, up to the end of July, 39 deaths 
have occurred amongst the insane population of the establishment. 

At present the physical health of these inmates, having regard to the 
g eat age of many of them, and to their infirm condition, may be con- 
sidered as most satisfactory. Only one man is confined to bed on the 
“1 ’ ?? d . twel I e .' v0 “ en 011 female side; and only one patient on 
in the f V S Suffe ™S from bed sores. This speaks well for the nursing 
a meili f lm rfi aiC ! S ' r ““ was fouud in collision, but in this case 
t,W certificate of insanity will be obtained, and the patient will be 
be f tb ® as y lu “- No one was under restraint, unless it eau 

e considered restraint when, in the case of some of the imbecile children, 
ie enc so . e s eev es of their jackets are sewn up to prevent them from 
tearing their clothes. 1 

So far as I could ascertain, the inmates classified as i nsan e appeared 
to be well suited for care in a workhouse. There may be one or two 
10, un ei ifferent circumstances, would be considered to require 
asylum treatment ; but in this Union, where such liberal provision lias 
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been made for their care, where a separate staff is maintained for their Belfast 
nursing, and where the lunatic population so largely exceeds the Wokkhou.sk. 
asylum accommodation, the wards of the workhouse may be looked on 
as providing a suitable hospital for the requirements of all the cases 
which I saw, A large proportion of l;he present inmates are imbecile, 
or demented through age — 64 are epileptic, and there are a number of 
imbecile children. These children are distributed amongst the other Care of 
inmates of the wards, and their association with them, as well as the imbecile 
absence of any system of instruction or amusement, cannot tend to the chl,tlrcn - 
improvement of their mental faculties. In the near future, we must 
hope, an establishment, suitable for the care and training of imbecile 
pauper children, will be provided in Ireland, where, by bringing large 
numbers of this class together, it will be possible to provide the neces- 
sary appliances, and the staff requisite for the training and instruction 
of imbeciles and idiots. No such establishment, supported by public 
funds, at present exists in this country, and until such an institution is 
provided, no other place can be found for the care of such cases more 
suitable than the lunatic wards of workhouses. 

Amongst the lunatics, but under special observation, are the epilep- Epileptic 
tics (64 in number). I gave special attention to their mental condition ; cases, 
and, as far as my opinion goes, none of them could be considered of 
sound mind, and all were suitable cases for care in this department. I 
believe there are a few other inmates suffering from epilepsy scattered 
through the institution, who are considered to be of sound mind ; of 
these I can say nothing, as I did not see them. There can be no doubt 
that if a home for epileptics were provided in Ireland, such as the 
epileptic colonies existing in other countries, where all cases could be 
treated together under a separate staff, they would enjoy a better life ; 
but until such a place is provided for them, in this district, the epilep- 
tics I have seen are best protected from danger in the lunatic wards of 
the workhouse. 

4 , inmates, both male and female, were clean in their persons, Cleanliness 
their clothing is as good as is usually found in Irish workhouses, and, and clothing, 
considering the degraded habits of some of these inmates, I could not 
say that their dress is unsatisfactory. 

As regards employment — 24 men work on the farm, 30 are engaged Employment, 
in picking oakum in one of the day-rooms, and 14 are employed at 
house work ; 20 women wash in the laundry attached to their wards, 

-1 are employed at housework, and 12 sew. 

Hie staff at present employed in this department consists of 6 men staff. 
r or ( %> an d 3 for night duty ; while on the female side there are 

0 nurses on day, and 3 on night duty. Perhaps the Guardians will 
a giee with me that the proportion of attendants to lunatics, having 
regard to the class under care here, should be at least one attendant to 
"enty inmates. If so, the day staff should be increased on each side. 

1 1 ^ accommoc ^ a ^ on provided here is certainly on a much more liberal Accommoda- 
ca e than that set apart for the use of the lunatic and imbecile inmates tion. 

? n an ) r other workhouse in Ireland. It consists of a large detached 
block of buildings, of which two sides are formed by two three- 

1 0Ilea mouses where the sleeping accommodation is provided. These 
,7 are connected at each end by low buildings in which are found 
for a ^" r ? oms an d dining-rooms. In the centre are the yards set apart 
the 6 - XeiClse an d recreation, and beyond which the greater number of 

int e lni j Qa ^ es never go. Here they spend their days with nothing of Suggested 
- l°°k a t. The greatest improvement which I could suggest extension of 
fa * ( ^ hhe extension of these yards by the removal of one of the exerci ® e i 
° es 0 °w buildings, and the conversion of the vegetable garden groun< a * 
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Appendix to Forty-sixth Report on District , Criminal , [App. f 

beyond into pleasure grounds for the use of tlie insane. The removal 
of this range of low buildings would not involve any great expense as 
it would be only necessary to take down the centre which consists of 
sheds and day-rooms. These rooms' might be re-erected on a line with 
the main block, and should be largely increased in size, as the accommo- 
dation for inmates during the day, at any rate on the male side, is very 
deficient. During the winter, or in bad weather, when all the inmates 
have to be kept inside, these rooms must be very crowded indeed. 

The dormitories, situated in the two three-storied blocks, are large 
well-ventilated rooms, affording accommodation during the night for all 
the inmates of these departments. In addition, on the female - side, the 
lower floor is used as a day-room for epileptics. The means of warming 
these large dormitories should receive the attention of the Guardians 
Part of the room used for the treatment of the infirm patients is heated 
by hot water pipes, but in the others the temperature must fall very- 
low during the winter nights. The extension of the existing system to 
all the rooms would certainly add much to the health and happiness of 
the inmates. 

Straw ticks are still in use in almost all the beds ; one or two hair- 
mattresses have been introduced, and perhaps the Guardians will in 
time see their way to increase the number. The bed covering appeared 
sufficient, and as a general rule the sheets are fairly clean ; but it ought 
to be made a rule that all wet straw should be removed as soon as the 
patients get up, and that all beds should be fit for inspection on the 
medical visit, as 1 found one or two wet beds, the excuse being that 
fresh straw had not as yet been provided. 

The wards and day-rooms are still very devoid of furniture. A 
larger supply of comfortable seats with backs is needed in the day- 
rooms, and more low chairs with cushions for the epileptic and helpless 
patients. The means of indoor amusement are also inadequate, and 
in few of the wards did I notice any books or papers. I would strongly 
urge on the Guardians the importance of providing those inmates who 
are capable of reading or amusing themselves with a supply of cheap 
illustrated papers and periodicals.- Jf these papers were fastened to 

desks it would prevent anyone inmate from appropriating all for his 

own use. 

At one end of the dormitories are situated the bathrooms, lavatories, 
and closets The closets are of an obsolete type, and the woodwork 
in many of them is decayed and broken. Outside in the yard the 
closets and urinals, which are utilised during the day, are in a very 
insanitary condition, and would require immediate attention. The 
urinals should have the walls and floors cemented, and- the closet* 
should be supplied with modern flushing apparatus and new seats. 

During my visit I was struck with the determination displayed by 
the Guardians to meet the responsibilities thrown upon them in then 
care of such a large number of insane, imbecile, and helpless people- 
They have erected a very large block of buildings, have provide 
kitchens, laundries, baths, lavatories, and water-closets ; they h au 
appointed a medical officer, whose sole duty it is to look after these 
inmates, and they have provided a staff of attendants and nurses 
to take charge of them by night as well as by day. I can certain) 
say that the Belfast Guardians have discharged their responsibilities 
to these helpless human beings in a manner which has not been sur 
passed by the Boards of other union workhouses in Ireland, as far 
I am aware. 

7th August, 1896, 
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CORK WORKHOUSE. 


Cork 

Workhouse. 


I am sorry to say that sinca the last visit paid to this institution the Inspected on 
number of insane inmates has not diminished. There were then 73 2n ? 8 £ ct- ’ 

males and 158 females classified as of unsound mind, now there are ' 

93 males and 160 females, so that the male wards are more overcrowded Numbers, 
than ever. The Guardians have done all in their power to meet the g tep3 t>kcn 
congested condition of the department hy giving up the whole space relievo over- 

0 i n ,i . .c ii . i i.: „nl,'r,orl r,r, JAvmUAviaa rrnwdino' on 


set apart for the use of the male lunatics to be utilised as dormitories, crowding on 
and they have erected a shed in the yard to be used as a room where ma 6 81 
the inmates pass their days, and eat their food. The extra accommo- 
dation thus provided is certainly very limited, and provides but a rude 
and comfortless habitation. It, however, allows the whole of the space 
indoors to be given up for use during the night, and these rooms 
though still greatly overcrowded, appear brighter, and more comfortable 
than they did on our last visit. 

The female sleeping rooms are still as overcrowded as ever, but ? era& it 6 0r - ieg 
they are carefully kept, and are clean and neat. I think, however, ormi 
the Guardians should substitute new bedsteads with wire bottoms for 
the old wooden “ harrow ” beds at present in use, and by degrees intro- Beds, 
duce hair mattresses. 

The rooms set apart for the accommodation of the females during the Female 
day consist of a small workroom and a large wooden shed. Both rooms ay-rooms, 
are much overcrowded. The female lunatics contribute much to their 
rapport by the amount of needlework which they do for the rest of the 
institution. I, therefore, think the Guardians should, if possible, pro- 
vide them with a more commodious workroom. 

The greater number of the women are employed either at sewing or Employment 
in the laundry, and their condition reflects credit on the nurse in 0 ema e3, 
charge. 

The number of paid officials to take charge of the insane inmates Staff, 
continues to be the same as described in last Report. Perhaps, haying 
regard to the great increase of male lunatics, the Guardians will consider 
the advisability of appointing another attendant. 

I must repeat that I greatly regret the increase which has taken ^ d ^^® tion 
place in the number of the male lunatics, as the space for their {or the iagane 
accommodation is utterly inadequate ; and the growing accumulation of 
the insane in this workhouse is the more to be regretted as the Guardians 
themselves are aware of the unsuitability of the surroundings for their 
proper care. 

2nd October, 1896. 


DELVIN WORKHOUSE. yrSZSL. 

I visited Delvin Workhouse on the 20th instant, and saw all the inspected on 
Patients classified as being of unsound mind — 7 men and 6 women. 20 isofi 116 ' 

The line which separates some of them from the aged paupers 

occupying the infirm ward is very indistinct. One man (J.K.) is able j^ um b er3t 
*° work on the farm, and the other men occupy a small day-room- Accommoda _ 
dormitory in charge of a paid attendant, On the female <side the tion . 
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™ “ C p U Py a + si ? dlar ««?. in charge of a paid attendant, ft 

dietary seemed to be fairly liberal. Straw palliasses are obiectbin.M 

Dietary. ^ the use of the insane, and they should be replaced by ma “ 
Bede. . Many of the patients were untidy in dress and personally LleanT 
Condition. : T ou d be quite impossible to keep them otherwise in the absen™' 

baths-a defect in the workhouse administration which it in „ , ’ 

^2T S °j £^ n e are , a , bout t0 rectif ^ 0ne X S 

(J.B.) is so degraded and dirty in his habits that he need i!l 
Sr" 1 ^ and •»" 116 possibly receive*^ 

22nd June, 1896. 
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ENNIS WORKHOUSE. 

37 T womT‘ bera ° IaSSified ” “ Sane iQ this w “«iouse are 53 mend 

tion. The clothes provided for 7 un j ld J and s l°™nly Condi- 

covered with dirt and mi hi. Ho A em f eemed fairly good, but were 
lunatic ward is only sufficient for 35 *T 10 acc ° m ™ oJ ation in the male 

sleep amongst the oCr paupers Ei^o 1 * ^ T* 1 
the farm and in, w .,„ i j • itignt oi the male lunatics work oi 

T, r sheets wereb f3 

for the use of these inmates! ‘ ° mbeI utensl ‘ 3 are now supplied 

S aidto h bV”ie!utbL in n e lun f° Wards and 5 outside; 5 are 

her clothes and is said" to 1 ° De 6pl ej)t } c '™ man whom I saw terns 
ought, therefore to be sent t ™ mana geablo in the workhouse. She 
imbecile girl sittiim out ; tl° * 10 1 found another paralysed 

and legl g PeSbv = f ? 3 T d wl . fchout an 7 covering for he/feet 
might be kept warmer UPP ymg 16r WWh S ° ft boots and stock »3 s ab 

the last reportTn tlm bn le ^ ains *5® same condition as described it 
are, l 2 Wic wards of tins workhouse. The governors 

such a number of thp°ir. e ^ ^ f [ 0 ™ tlle responsibility of the care of 

their accommodation^wil]™!)! tkue^be^ made^ls^ where^^^ f >ro ' ds * < ® ^ 

17th October, 1896, 


Gort 

Workhouse. 

Inspected on 

26th May, I visited Gort 
1896. inmates— four in 

NumberT min * 


GORT WORKHOUSE. 

Workhouse on the 26th instant and saw the fe ff 
number — who are classified as being of unsound 
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Greater attention should be paid to their personal cleanliness, and G°rt 
with this view means for bathing should be provided. In many Workhouse. 
respects they differ but little from some of the other aged and infirm Baths required, 
inmates, and their condition and treatment are not unsatisfactory. Condition and 
One imbecile mute child (M. IY) would doubtless be capable of treatment, 
receiving some industrial training if a suitable institution for the 
education and training of such children existed in this country. 

30th May, 1896. 


KELLS WORKHOUSE. 


A large number of persons —8 men and 20 women — whom I saw on 
my visit to-day, are returned from this workhouse as being of unsound 
mind. 

The male accommodation consists of a small ward with 4 beds, and a 
corridor with a fireplace at one end. Off this corridor which com- 
municates with a confined exercise yard — open the 3 idiot cells, such 
as were originally provided in all Irish workhouses, but which, being 
totally unsuited for permanent occupation by the mentally afflicted 
class of paupers, have happily been got rid of in the great majority of 
these institutions. . 

The accommodation on the female side consists of 3 cells, similar to 
those on the male side, each occupied by a patient ; and a sheet formerly 
used as a “separation ward," which accommodates 11 patients, but 
which, from its construction, must be hot in summer, and cold in winter. 

There is a lamentable want of baths on both sides ; and, as a result, 
some of the patients were unclean in their persons, and not fiee from 
disgusting vermin, to whose invasion persons of unsound mind are 
peculiarly prone. 

The points which I desire to urge on the Guardians consideration 

(1.) That a bathroom with an ample supply of hot and cold water 
should be provided for both the female and male lunatic departments 

(2.) That the inner walls of the 3 idiot cells (condemned 
more than half a century ago) should be removed ; and the space 
thus gained, together with the corridor outside could be boarded, 
and converted into suitable day-room or dormitory accommodation. 

(3.) That all paupers of unsound mind who are dangerous to 
themselves or others, or who are so continuously degraded and dirty 
in their habits as to need speoial nursing and attendance, should be 
transferred to the district asylum. 

22nd June, 1896. 


Kells 
Woiikhoiise 
Inspected on 
22nd June, 
189(5. 

Numbers. 
Accommoda- 
tion for males. 


Accommoda- 
tion for 
females. 


Condition. 


Bath-rooms 

required. 

Alterations 

recommended 


Cases for 
transfer to 
asylum. 


KILKENNY WORKHOUSE. Kilkenkt 

Workhouse. 

In the lunatic wards of this workhouse there are at present 53 inmates x nS p ec ted on 
(17 men and 36 women). . 19 iVm UgM 

The male ward, situated in the body of tire bouse, consists of a dor- 
mitory and day-room. The dormitory has been improved by the opening Numbers- 
of a large window, so as to admit of cross ventilation, and a little Accommoi j a _ 
more light. The floor of this room, especially underneath the beds, t j oa f or m ales. 

Q 2 
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Kilkehny 

Workhouse. 

Beds. 

Condition of 

males. 

Clothing. 


Female staff. 


Condition of 
females. 


Use of 
restraint. 


Beds. 


Condition of 
imbeciles. 


Female 

employment. 

Improved 

treatment 

roquired. 


might have been cleaner. The bed coverings were very poor only 01 , 

sheet is provided, and the blankets are much worn. One man is con 
stantly confined to bed ; but at the time of my visit 5 or 6 others had 
retired to rest. Cleanliness, both as regards the persons of the lunatim 
and their linen, _ should bo better attended to by the attendant in charre 
The outer clothing also of these inmates would require greater care as 
some of them were very untidy. 1 

The women are located in the fever hospital in charge of a nurse 
assisted by two pauper women. The nurse has only been three months 
on duty, and can have little experience in the care of the insane ■ and 
in any case, such a staff is not sufficient to look after so many helpless 
human beings. In one dormitory I found 13 patients in bed ■ some 
utterly helpless ; some of unclean habits ; one woman who had only 
been admitted on the previous night, and who appeared to be in a very 
weak and critical condition, was restrained in bed by a quilt tied across 
her ; another, apparently a strong and healthy woman, was stated to be 
constantly kept in bed as she had tried to escape from the ward. 

Underneath the beds of the bedridden patients of unclean habits paos 
were placed to receive the wet. Only one sheet is supplied, and tho 
beds were infested with fleas. 

Some of the imbecile patients who were sitting in the yard were 
very untidy and dirty. There is no fixed bath— only a tub in which 
the patients are washed in an empty room. 

Two of the women do a little washing, and three sew ; tho rest 
are too helpless to be employed in any useful work. 

I think some steps should be taken to improve the treatment of 
the inmates of the female lunatic ward of this workhouse or an 
effort made to have those insano persons who require special care 
and attention removed to the asylum. 

19th August, 1896. 


Killahney 
Workhouse. 
Inspected on 
12th Oct, 
1896. 

Numbers. 

Condition. 


KILLARHEV WORKHOUSE. 

There are only five male and five female inmates of this workhouse 
who are classified as of unsound mind. These inmates are not kept 
apart, but are associated with the others— mostly in the infirm wards. 
Many of them are pretty well able to take care of themselves. One is 
reported to be ot unclean habits ; with this exception, they may be 
said to be suitable oases for workhouse care, and to be properly looked 


12th October, 1896. 


Kilrush 
Workhouse. 
Inspected on 
16th Oct., 
1896. 

Statistics. 


KILRUSH WORKHOUSE. 

On visiting this workhouse, 1 find there are 25 men and 28 women 
classified as of unsound mind — showing an increase of 5 men and i 
women since last inspection in August, 1895. 

Of tho men, 1 is epileptic and 3 are of unciean habits. Four of them 
arn ™'l’ °y ef * a b work about the institution, such as carrying turf, 

Ut the women, 4 are epileptic and 4 of unclean habits. 
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A paid attendant has now charge of the male lunatic ward during the Kiirush 
day, but during the night the only person to look after the inmates is *' 0 KIU0 P °° 
a pauper helper, who sleeps in the ward. _ Attendants. 

A bath-house has been built at the end of the yard. _ This is supplied Bathhlg 
with a movable bath and boiler. No other provision for washing arrangements, 
exists. Perhaps the guardians might see their way to erect a small 
lavatory in connection with each ward, where the inmates might wash 
in the morning. 

The beds are of the old wooden pattern. Straw ticks are in general Bede, 
use, except for the inmates of unclean habits, who are supplied with 
loose straw. 

16th October, 1896. 


L1STOWEL "WORKHOUSE. Lisrownt 

h . , Workhouse. 

The inmates of the lunatic wards of this workhouse are 7 males and Inspecte(1 oa 
14 females. . 15th ©ct., 

Of the men, 1 is epileptic and 1 is of unclean habits ; 4 are em- 1896. 
ployed in various ways, such as weeding and distributing turf. The Statiatica _ 
dormitory provided for their use is boarded, and they use the bath m E , rmento£ 
the infirm ward. Their beds are only provided with one sheet. A paid males> 
attendant is in charge. . Accommoda- 

Of the women, 4 are epileptic and 3 are of unclean habits. They tion for males, 
are kept fairly clean, and the sheets on their beds were clean. Condition of 

The dietary for both sexes consists of tea and bread for breakfast, females. 

Soup is given twice a week for dinner, and bread and milk on the Dietary, 
other days. Potatoes are provided for about four months in the year. 

Extra milk and eggs are given to some of the insane inmates. 

15th October 1896. 


MALLOW WORKHOUSE. Mallow 

Workhouse. 

The inmates of the lunatic wards of this workhouse number 31 (9 j n3pecte(1 on 
males and 22 females). Of the males, 2 are epileptic and 4 are said to gth October, 
be of unclean habits. Of the females, 2 are epileptic and 2 of unclean 1896. 

habits. Numbers 

One woman was under restraint, having become troublesome during 
the previous night. All cases requiring restraint should, if possible, es ram ‘ 
be transferred to the asylum, as the staff in the workhouse is not suffi- 
cient to look after them properly. 

Two of the men and one of the women were without shoes. Perhaps Imebciles 
if soft boots were provided for them, it might be possible to induce Wlt out s 101 s ' 
these imbeciles to keep their feet covered. 

On the male side the accommodation consists of a single dormitory, Accommoda- 
partly boarded. This room is much overcrowded. # t * on * 

On the female side a wooden bath is provided ; the hot water for it 
bas, however, to be carried from the kitchen. 

Much greater attention should be paid to the cleanliness of the sheets Beds, 
cn both sides. I was informed, however, that a change of sheets would 
be given to-day. 
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Mallow 

Workhouse, 


Staff. 


Perhaps the Guardians may see their way to abolish the old wooden 
bedsteads, and provide iron beds with wire bottoms. This would lead 
much to the cleanliness of these wards. 

On both sides, paid attendants take charge of the insane inmates. 

On my visit I was accompanied by the Master, who gave me all the 
information I required. 

8th October, 1896. 


Monaghan 

Workhouse. 


MONAGHAN WORKHOUSE. 


Inspected on 
14th Nov., 
1896. 

Numbers. 

Condition. 

No male 
attendants 


Sanitary 

arrangement. 


Accommoda- 

tion. 


The number of inmates classified as insane is 17—7 men and 10 
women. 1 need not repeat my report of last year further than to say, 
that these helpless human beings oontinue in the neglected conditioa 
111 which I then found them. It will hardly be believed that durin» 
the whole of the past year the male lunatics have been left without 
anyone, not even a pauper inmate to look after them. The Master 
sees them in the morning, and again in the evening, and their food is 
rought to them from the kitchen, but with these exceptions, they are 
left to take care of themselves. It is needless to say they are dirty in 
the extreme, their hair is uncut, and, in one case I examined, infested 
with vermin The closet used by these patients lias a broken seat, 
and it can only be cleaned from the inside. 

The women are somewhat better off, as they are stiff looked after by 
an old woman, who seems to pay them some attention. 

Ho change has been made in the accommodation. Both men and 
women still sit in a flagged passage, and sleep in the same miserable 
cells. I heir bedclothes are cleaner than might be expected, but are 
not sufficiently warm for this season of the year. 

These inmates are all given sick diet, which is sufficient and suitable 
ior their requirements. 

14th November, 1896. 


Tralkb 
Worxhou8b. 
Inspected on 
14th October, 
1896. 

Statistics. 

Attendants. 

Accommoda- 

tion. 


Beds. 

No dayrooms. 
Dietarv. 


TRALEE WORKHOUSE. 

In this workhouse the inmates of the lunatic wards number 16 
? n , r ^? men ‘ ^ ne man an d 7 women suffer from epilepsy, 
and about 6 of the men and 7 of the women are stated to be of unclean 

1 • S ’ +1 ul , ia ^ 1CS ea °k sex are charge of a paid attendant 

during the day, but not during the night. 

le accommodation on the male side consists of two dormitories, one 
ot which is boarded, the other has a flagged floor. On the female side, 
?7 t ' V0 dormit °™s, both flagged, with wooden platforms 
uaaei the beds These rooms are well ventilated and fairly lighted. 
The beds are of wood of the old “harrow” pattern, with straw ticks. 
1 he sheets are changed once a fortnight and are fairly clean. 

•mere are no dayrooms, so that in wet weather the inmates have to 
spent! then- days, eat, and Bleep in the same rooms. When it is fine, they 
occupy he same yard with the other pauper inmates. A bath is pro- 
vided in the probation ward. 

Several of the inmates of these wards are given extra diet, and all 
re a owed soup, but no potatoes are given, nor are any other vegeta- 
bles supplied, except those put into the soup 
14th October, 1896, 
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CIRCULARS AND PRIVY COUNCIL RULES. 


(1.) Circular Relative to Scale of Salaries for Clerks 
and Storekeepers. 

No. 40/96.— Mrac.— Govt. No, 1381/96. 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle, 
4th March, 1896. 

Circular To tiiE Resident Medical Superintendents of District 
Lunatic Asylums. 

Tim Boards of Governors of several District Asylums having called 
attention to the advisability of revising the scale for the Salaries of 
Clerks and Storekeepers as laid down in the Circular of the 17th 
November, 1877, and having urged the claims of Clerks to a more 
liberal scale, in view of the fact that the clerical work has so much in- 
creased ; in deference to their wishes, the Government has approved of 
the following ohanges in the Circular 

ScJale of Salaries for Clerks, 

In Asylums where the accommodation is for less than 600 patients, 
the Salary may be increased up to a maximum of <£160 per annum, by 
an annual increment of £5. 

In Asylums where the accommodation is for at least 600 and not 
tnore than 1,000 patients, the Salary may be increased up to a maximum 
of <£200 per annum, by an annual increment of £5. 

Good Service Pay may be granted after eight years’ service, instead of 
ten, as heretofore. 


Scale of Salaries For Storekeepers. 

In Asylums where the accommodation is for less than 600 patients, 
the Salary will remain as fixed by the Circular of 17th November, 1877. 

In Asylums Where the accommodation is for at least 600 and not 
ai * patients, the Salary may be increased up to a maximum 
of £90 per annum, by an annual increment of £5. 

Good Service Pay may be granted after eight years’ service, instead 
of ten, as heretofore. 

With regard to the allowances of Storekeepers they should, as far as 
possible, be uniform, and should be restricted to the following : — 

(1.) Furnished apartments, with attendance. 

(2.) Board. 

(3.) Washing. 

4.) Fuel and light, 

These allowances may be valued for pension purposes at £60 per 
annum, 
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Particular attention is called to the fact that this Circular is no 
authority for changing the Salary or Allowances of any Officer, but is 
merely an intimation of the terms upon which an application for such 
authority may be based. The only authority for paying a salary is 
an Ord er in Council, and an existing Order remains in force, notwith- 
standing this or any other Circular, until it is superseded by an amend- 
ing Order. 

This Circular does not apply to Asylums in which there is more 
than one Clerk or Storekeeper. 

Geo. Plunkett O’Farrell, 

E. Maziere Courtenay, 

Inspectors of Lunatics and Commissioners of Control. 


(2.) Circular Relative to Increasing Wages of Attend- 
ants Who Obtain Certificate of Medico-Psychological 
Association. 

No. 120/96.— (Richmond).— G ovt. No. 4827/96. 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle, 
31st March, 1896. 

Circular to the Resident Medical Superintendents op District 
Lunatic Asylums. 

In order to encourage attendants in District Asylums to take a 
greater interest in the patients under their care, and to increase their 
efficiency in the discharge of their duties, we consider it highly desir- 
able that some inducement should be held out to them to make them- 
selves proficient in nursing the insane. 

We have, therefore, obtained the sanction of the Government to a 
proposal whereby every attendant who passes the examination and 
obtains the Certificate of the Medico-Psychological Association for pro- 
ficiency in mental nursing, may be granted an increase of £2 per annum 
to his or her wages, if recommended for such increase by the Board of 
Governors of the Asylum. 

As these increases will be in the nature of personal allowances, it 
will be necessary to submit the name of each attendant for whom such 
increase is recommended from time to time, in order that the necessary 
authority may be obtained by an Order in Council. 

George Plunkett O’Farrell, 

E. Maziere Courtenay, 

Inspectors of Lunatics and Commissioners of Control. 


Wages of 
attendants who 
obtain 

certificate of 

Medico- 

Psychologioal 

Association 

may be 

increased. 
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(3.) Circular Relative to Notifying Admission of Army 
Pensioners as Criminal Lunatics. 

51 (Misc.) Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle 

27th June. 1896. 

Sir. — I am directed by the Inspectors to request that, in future 
upon the reception of a male Criminal Lunatic into the Asylum, you 
will at once institute such inquiries as you may consider necessary with 
the view of ascertaining if the Lunatic is an army pensioner. Should 
this prove to be the case, or should there be any reasonable grounds 
for believing it to be so, I am to request that you will furnish the 
Inspectors with a notification thereof in the form shown below. 

I am also to request that you will now furnish a Return of any 
Army Pensioners who may have been received into the Asylum, ai 
Criminal Lunatics, since the date of the Return of Army Pensioners 
furnished by you in compliance with Circular No. 130, of 24th October 
last. 

It is to be observed that Lunatics transferred from Dundrua 
Asylum, upon completion of their sentences, have ceased to be Criminal 
Lunatics, and do not, therefore, come within the scope of this Circular. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

„ ^ Jas. Smith, 

The Resident Medical Superintendent, 

District Lunatic Asylum. 


Form of Notification. 


I beg to notify the admission of the following Army Pensioner aa A 
Criminal Lunatic into the — District Asylum. 


Name of Army 
Pensioner. 

Name of Regiment 
in which he last 
served, and 
date of discharge 
therefrom. 

Late of 
admission. 

Authority for 
admission. 

Names and 
addresses of 
dependent relatives 
(if any). 







Signature of | 

R. M. S. | " 

Date— — 

NOTB.— It may not always be possible to fill up ail the above columns, but every effort 
oould bo made to do so. 
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Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle, 
14th December, 1896. 

Circular. 

No. 278 /’96. — Misc. — Govt. No. 19109/96, 

Escape of Patients. — Notice to the Police. 

Sir, — The Law Officers have recently advised that section 4 of 38 
and 39 Vic., cap. 67, does not apply to Dangerous Lunatics committed 
under the provisions of section 10 of 30 and 31 Vic., cap. 118. The 
note suggested in our Circular of 15th June, 1895, should therefore be 
omitted from the Description Form sent to the Police on the escape of 
such patients. 

We are, Sir, 

Your obedient Servants, 

George Plunkett O’Farrell, 

E. Maziere Courtenay. 

The Resident Medical Superintendent, 

District Lunatic Asylum. 


(5). Order in Council of 26th October, 1896, rescinding Rules 
"VIII- and IX. of Privy Council Rules dated 17tli December, 
1894, and substituting others in place thereof. 

By the Lords J ustices and Privy Council of Ireland. 


Ashbourne, C. 

Hedges Eyre Chatterton. 


Whereas the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland, by an 
Urder bearing date the 17th day of December, 1894, did establish 
ceitain Rules and Regulations for the good conduct and management 
0 the several District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland : 

. And whereas it is expedient that the Rules numbered VIII. and IX. 
!? . sa id Rules and Regulations should be rescinded, and the Rules 
eremafter contained be substituted in place thereof : 
th p / We ’ the i Lords J ustices of Ireland, by and with the advice of 
U 6 -y Council of Ireland, and by virtue of the powers given unto 
* e Statutes in such case made and provided, do order and direct 
rT sa W Rules numbered VIII. and IX. in the said Rules and 
gu ations be rescinded, and that the following Rules be substituted 
to say 0 - 6 ^ ereo ^ an d lake effect on the day of the date hereof, that is 


^ III. The Governors may at any time terminate a contract 
(save and except a contract for lighting or for water supply), on 
giving one month's notice in writing, through the Resident Medical 


Escape of 
Lunatics. 


Privy Council 
Rules of 26th 
October, 1896, 
re contracts. 
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Superintendent, to the Contractor, and every contract entered 
into (save and except a contract for lighting or for water supply) 
should contain and be subject to this condition. ^ 

IX. All tenders shall be made, and contracts entered into 
according to the respective forms B and C hereunto annexed • but 
in the case of tenders and contracts for lighting and water supply 
it shall be optional with the Governors to omit the clauses con- 
tained in the said forms relating to the determination of the 
contract by a month’s notice. 

The presiding Chairman of the Board of Governors shall sign all 
tenders for contracts as accepted or rejected, as the case may be; and 
all such tenders shall be preserved in the office of the Asylum for any 
necessary reference. ; 

Given at the Council Chamber, Dublin Castle, 
the 26th day of October, 1896. 

John Atkinbon. C. T. Redington. 


Privy Council 
Rules of 26th 
October, 1896, 
re contracts. 


Schedule referred to in the foregoing Order. 

Form B. 

Tender to Supply Provisions, &c., for the use of the District 
Lunatic Asylum at 

Conditions. 

All articles to be delivered at the District Asylum, , free of 

expense, at such days and hours as the Resident Medical Superin- 
tendent shall appoint. 

Each Contractor, with one or more surety, or sureties, to enter into 
a bond, if required, in such penalty as the Governors shall think fit, 
for the due performance of the contract. In the case of provisions, 
should such be found bad, or of inferior quality — light in weight, or 
deficient in measure — the Resident Medical Superintendent of the 
Asylum may procure a proper and sufficient supply, and charge the 
Contractor with the amount. 

If any other article contracted for shall be of inferior quality, or not 
furnished at the time required, the Governors to have the power to 
order a suppty to be purchased ; and the sum paid over and above the 
amount of such articles at the contract prices to be made good by the 
Contractor. 

The contract to continue in force from 18 to 18 in- 

cl usive, unless the Governors shall see cause to terminate same before 
the expiration of that period, in which case the Governors shall be at 
liberty to do so on giving the contractor, through the Resident 
Medical Superintendent, one month’s previous notice. 

Sealed tenders to be directed to “ The Resident Medical Superin- 
tendent, District Lunatic Asylum.” If by post, to be prepaid. 

Samples of each article to be sent where practicable. 

Gentlemen, do hereby tender to supply such quantities of any 

of the undermentioned articles as may from time to time be required, from 
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18 to 1 8 inclusive, at the respective prices expresssed here* Privy Council 

under opposite each, upon the terms and conditions mentioned in the 5 ule ? of 

annexed particulars, and +■* ***** ° ***•"*»* **■ +« ct0 er ’ b * 

effect. 


Dated this - 


- ready to enter into a contract to that , e contracts. 
■ day of , 18- 


To the Board of Governors of 

the District Lunatic Asylum. 


■ Contractor. 

■ Residence. 


Articles. 

PRICES. 

In Words. 

In Figures. 





Gentlemen, — In case you should accept the offer of to supply 

the articles expressed in tho above tender, we hereby engage to become 
bound with in the required sum, for the due performance of the 


18—. 


- Name. 

• Residence and occupation. 

• Name, 

- Residence and occupation, 


bound with 
said contract. 

Dated this day of 

Signature ofl - 
Parties engage ! - 
ing to be- f - 
oome Sureties. ] - 

To the Board of Governors, 

District Lunatic Asylum. 

Form C. 

Know all men by these presents, that we, , of , , of 

— , and , of . are holden and firmly bound to our Sovereign 

Lady Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, and soforth, in the 

several and respective sums following, that is to say, the said in 

the sum of sterling, the said in the sum of sterling, 

and the said in the sum of sterling, good and lawful money 

of Great Britain, to be paid to our said Sovereign Lady the Queen, her 
heirs and successors, for which payments to be well and faithfully 
made, we, and each of us, do bind ourselves respectively, our and each 
of our heirs, executors, and administrators, and every of them firmly 

by these presents. Sealed with our seals, and dated this day of 

-i in the year of our Lord 1 8 — . 

Whereas the above bounden , hereinafter called the contractor 

jath contracted and agreed with , Resident Medical Superinten- 

dent, and acting for and on behalf of the Board of Governors of the 
District Lunatic Asylum, to furnish and supply to and for the 

oso of that, institution, from the day of , in the year of our 

T d ^ — ’ bo the day of , which will be in the year of our 

rd 18 — , all such articles, matters, and things, for tho use of such 
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Privy Council asylum, as are specified and contained in the schedule annexed hereto 
October 1896 marketl witk fcke initials of the said Contractor, at the price, of the 
re contract. ’ qualities and description specified and contained in such schedule, and 
Upon the following conditions and stipulations, that is to say — 

1st. That the several articles set forth and stated in such schedule 
shall be delivered at the — — Asylum, free of ail expense whatsoever 
upon such days, and at such hours of the day, and in such quantities 
as the Resident Medical Superintendent of such Asylum shall from 
time to time direct and appoint. 

2nd. That if any of the articles set forth in said schedule, when so 
furnished and supplied, shall be found ’to be of a quality inferior to that 
specified in the said schedule, or if no quality be therein specified 
with respect to such article, then if the same shall be found not to be 

of good merchantable quality, the said , or other Resident Medical 

Superintendent of the Asylum for the time being, or the Governors of 
the said Asylum for the time being, shall have full power and authority 
absolutely to reject the same, and in the case aforesaid, and also if any 
of the said articles shall not be furnished at the time and of the quality 
in that behalf required, then that the said , or the Resident Medi- 

cal Superintendent for the time being, or the Governors of the said 
Asylum for the time being, shall be authorized forthwith, at the cost 
and charges of the said Contractor, to purchase or procure in any way 
which may be thought expedient or proper a sufficient supply of articles 
of the like kind, and of the quality contracted for, in order to make 
good the deficiency, and to remedy the loss, injury, or inconvenience 
that may have been occasioned by the default of the said Contractor, 
who shall forthwith, upon being required so to do, pay and discharge 
all such moneys, costs, and expenses as shall have been incurred, and 
shall be of right payable in respect of such articles over and above 
what the said articles would have cost at the price hereby contracted 
for. 

3rd. That immediately upon the rejection of every such article as 
aforesaid being made known to the said Contractor, he shall forthwith 
cause the same to be removed from the said Asylum. 

4th. That in case the Governors shall see fit to terminate the con- 
tract before the expiration of the period specified, they shall have power 
to do so on one month’s notice in writing being given by the Resident 
Medical Superintendent acting on their behalf to the Contractor. 

5th. That the payment for all such articles as shall be supplied as 
aforesaid shall be made by the Governors within the period of four 
months, through the Resident Medical Superintendent of the Asylum. 

6th. That in case the said Contractor, or either of his sureties, the 

said , or shall, during the continuance of this contract, 

die, or be declared a bankrupt, or become an insolvent, or make an assign- 
ment of his property for the benefit of his creditors, or shall abscond, 
or shall commit any crime which would render his property liable to 
forfeiture, then, and in any of such cases, it shall and may be lawful 

for the said , or other Resident Medical Superintendent of the 

Asylum for the time being, within one month after the same becoming 
known to him, to declare that the said contract hath wholly determined 
and become void, save for the purpose of making good any deficiency 
or breach which may have occurred or been committed in respect 
thereof, and he shall immediately thereupon be at liberty to advertise 
for tenders, and enter into a new contract as if the present contract 
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had not been made. And whereas, the above bounden and 

■ have agreed to become bound as sureties with the said Con- 

tractor for the due and faithful performance by him of all and singular 
the conditions, provisoes, and agreements herein above mentioned and 
contained. Now the condition of the foregoing obligation is such that 
if the said Contractor, his executors or administrators, do and shall in 
ill respects well and truly and faithfully keep, execute and perform all 
and singular the several agreements, conditions, stipulations, provisoes 
matters and things hereinbefore specified and set forth or referred to, 
and which on the part of the said Contractor ought to be kept, exe- 
cuted, and performed, then this obligation shall be void and of no effect, 
or otherwise shall remain in full force and virtue in law. 

Signed, Sealed, and Delivered by 
the said 

in the presence of 


(seal), 

(seal), 

(seal). 


Privj’ Council 
Rules of 2Gth 
October, 1896 
re contracts 
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